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Sketch of Passaic County. 




\SSAIC COLXTV. N. J., was .>r- 

t of tlie letiislalinf, iimi was 
ipnscd of Ac<|ii;n:kaiionk, wlilcli 

T-f:.-;!!..! hi-l.,n^'U(l to Ksscx coimt\ : 
C^^W^Z", Manchester, wliich was taken froii. 

wliich liiKl iK-cii a part of Hcr},'uii county 
since 779?. aiu! Wc-st Milfonl, wliicli lia.l 
lieeii si-t ntV from I'omptoii in \Si,j^. \\'a%iic 
township was set <.rt' lVi>m Manuliester in 
1S47. '^"'"^ township of I'aterson was set otV 
from Attii.ackanmik in 1.S31 : it wi.s incni- 
por;ite<! in 1S5J ami cnlar^'ed in 1S54 an.l 
1S55 In Ilie a.l.lilion of iI.l- territory n<.w 
owt-n.-<Il.y the First an<i Sco.ml Wi.rds ; in 
iS(iya cwisi.leral.le i)..lti.in of Little Falls ami Aci|i.ack- 
aiionk townships was aiUled to I'jitorsi.n. In i,S6S Litlk 
Falls was set off fn.ni Ac.inackanonk tu^^■ns^Hp. In 1X66 
AcpiaL-kanoiiU was re.liiL-ed l.> the ore.iti..n of Ilu- lown- 
ship of I'assaic : tlic latter was incorpi.rateil as ;i v ilki^re In 
iS;i un.l asaeitv in 1X73. The c.nntv t..nlains_ior..73 | 
iicies. di.stributeil" am. .n-; its civil .livision's as follows :—l'at- 
.Soo; Acpiackanonk. 6.H'): l-inlc 
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otinize.l ill the 
when Ale\anilei 


latter part of tile eij;hteenth centnry 
Hamilton. \V:islnnjiloifs first Secreta- 


ry of the Treasn 


v. ami a nnniher of associates conceiied 


tiie project of ei 
America. The 


eclinii; Uirj,'e iminsliial estahlislnnents in 
war of the revolution had estalilished 


the independence 
Hamilton ami lii 


of this nation politically ami the aim of 
associates was to also estahlisli its inde- 


pendeiice from a 
view. They intt 


commcrcial and m;mufactiiring point of 
nded to cstiiblish a miniiifuctiiriiig centre 


in this country ai 


d for tills purpose they and their agents 



traveled o\er a jireat deal of territory and finally deter- 
mined on i'aterson as the hest place for that purpose. 
The fjrowth of I'aterson and its \ icinity and the rank Pas- 
saic coLintyhas assumed in the mercantile and manufactiir- 
inj; world have veritied the jnd<,'nu-nt of Hamilton and his 

Forlhepurposeof ohtaininff control uf the territory needed 
an a])plicati<in was made to the Ie>;ishitme of New Jersey 
for a chatter and this was f:;rantcd in 1791 creating the So- 
cielv for ICstahlisliinj; Isefid Manufactures. William Pat- 
erson was (;o\ernor of New Jersey and the scene of the 
operations of the Society was named after him. Not only 
was the conformation of the groimd in I'aterson and its 
vicinity admirahly a<lapted to manufacturinf:; purposes but 
t!ie Great Fails of tlic I'assi.ic afli.rded ii water power not 
eqiLidled in any of the states in the eastern portion of the 
country. Several raceways were constrncted from the 
fails, tiuis aHordin^r water po«er for manufacturing pur- 
poses. The Society Imih a cotton mill hut shortly after- 
wards ceased operations as manufacturers and devoted 
itself lo iiuhicin;^ private eiilcrprisL- to locate on its prop- 
erly. \'asi tracts of land had heen aciiuired either by 
^'rant or purchase and tins territory was divided into lots 
which were sold to mamifacturevs. I'lols of gnimid were 

tcries and under die fosterin^f care of die Sriciety Patcrson 

faclmc of cotlon was the most iniporlaiit industrial pursuit 
in lliecit>. htH this was M«,n followed hy the location oi 
iron \\orks and in a short lime iron had j;ained the upper 
hand nf collon. The nevt imi)oiiant industry established 
w:is that of silk. The orl;_'inator of this industry was the 
kile John K\le. who had made Paterson his home and 
who found here peculiar facilities for the manufacture of 
textile fahrics. The excellent quality of the water of the 
I'assaic river attracted a class of mmnifaclnrers to Paterson 
who couhl not he satislied except in a place so bountifully 
su]>plied witli natural advantages as they found this city 
to he. Thomas Rogers established the iron industry in 
Paterson and soon devoted himself to the manufacture of 
locomotives'; nearly every iron industry in this part of the 
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country is in some way traceable to Mr. Rogers, just as 
the various silk manufacturing establishments owe their 
origin to the silk mill of John Ryle. These were the 
seeds that were sown on a fertile soil : manufactures in- 
creased at a rate never surpassed in any place and to-day 
Paterson's diversified and large industries are a sure guar- 
antee of its stiibilitv and success. 

One of the first railroads built in this country was from 
Tersev Citv to Paterson ; anotlier line was built from Pat- 
crson to Ramapo and another from Jersey City to Pat- 
erson bv wav of Newark. These three lines are now 
operated by the New \'ork. Lake Kric k. Western rail- 
road company, under a perpetual lease, and the two former 
constitute a portion of the main line of the road. The New 
York, Susquehanna A: Western railroad company, whose 
line passed through a suburban part of the city, recogniz- 
ing the growing importance of Paterson, a number of years 
ago constructed a spur into the heart oftlie city in order tobe 
on a footing equal tothatofthe Erie. In iSSc^the Delaware, 
Lackawanna i'^ Western raihoad com])any, wliose rails 
»'«irted the fool of (Jarret Mountain to the west of the citv, 
also constructed a spur into the more populous portion of 
Paterson, materially increasing its business. 

There is no place in the country where the scener\ is 
more magnificent than it is in the neighborhood of Pater- 
son. This fact, added to the accumulation of wealth by its 
residents who had been successful either in manufacturing 
or mercantile pursuits, attracted to Paterson a large num- 
ber of residences. For a niunber of vears a conservative 
spirit in the county board neglected the roads of the county 
hut of late years a great deal of money has been spent 
in macadamizing roads which wind through the beautiful 
country surrounding. According to the laws as they 
stood a number of years ago each tt)wnship looked out for 
its own roads, which meant in efi'ect that farmers worked 
out their road tax. Viiw concerted cllorts were made to 
improve the roads until the Board of Freeholders obtained 
the legislation necessary by which the board could take 
charge of such roads as tliev might see fit. The new de- 
parture was welcomed with delight by all who were inter- 
ested in driving and every year's increased expenditure for 
road purposes added to the attractiveness of the county a^ 
a place of residence. The county has no bonded debt and 
a floating debt of only a few thous-.m.l dollars, so that the 
county taxes are little more than nominal. 

Next in importance in Passaic County is the 

CITY OF PASSAIC. 

It is situated about eleven miles from New 'S'ork city, at 
the present head of navigation of the Passaic, the project, 
undertaken by the Ihiiled States government, of ex- 
tending navigation as far as Paterson not having been 
completed as yet. Passaic has utilized the water of the 
Passaic river as a motive power for its industrial establish- 
ments by the erection by the Dundee Whiter Power and 
Land Comi>anyof a large dam in the Passaic river a short 
ilistance below Paterson, thus forming a large and beauti- 



ful lake from which the company tikes its name. The 
water is c<mveved from the dam to Pass^iic bv means of a 
canal and the result has been the clustering about the 
banks of this canal and ahmg the river of numerous and 
important industries. Textile fabrics of nearlv even' kind 
are here manufactured. The New York, Lake Erie & 
Western railroad and the Delaware, Lackawanna & Wes- 
tern railroad lines pass through Passaic, and the New 
York, Susquehanna k. Western railroad company has con- 
structed a spur into the manufacturing portion of the city. 
On the slope of the hill which rises from the banks of the 
Passaic river are situated the residences of manv of the 
wealthv merchants of New Y(Mk and the citv is everv vear 
increasing in importance both as a manufacturing place 
and for residences. 

ACX^l ACKANONK 

is a name closelv identified with the historv of Northern 
New Jersev. The territorv once embraced under this 
name was vast and the deeds to the property come di- 
rect from Sir (ieorge Carteret and the Lords Proprie- 
tors of the province of Fast New Jersey. The princi- 
pal settlements within the present borders of Acquack- 
anonk township are tlie villages of Athenia and Clifton, 
the latter on the main line of the Frie railroad and the 
former on the Newark branch of the siune road. Athe- 
nia has several manufacturing establishments. Clift(m 
conUiins a number of residences of the wealthier class, a 
great many of the residents being business men of New 
York cit\. In Clifton some of the deeds jriven to the 
more desirable property j)rovide that t!ie i)remises shall 
l)e used only for residences and the class of buildings is 
provided for, thus ensuring uniformity and giving a guar- 
antee of the class of residences. The rest of the township 
is devoted ])rincipally to agriculture and gardening, the 
soil being very rich and rendered more valuable on ac- 
count of its proximity to the markets of Now ^'ork. 

TIIF TOWNSHIP OF WAYNF 

is traversed by tlie Delaware, Lackawanna A: Western 
and the New ^'ork \ (jreenwood Lake railroads. The 
principal settlement is t'le village of Pompton, which, on 
account of its beautiful location, is becoming a popular 
summer resort. There are in the township a number of 
brick yards, large powder mills, iron works, a silk mill 
and other industrial establishments. The rest of the 
township is devoted principally to agriculture. 

MANCIIFSTFR 

Township adjoins the city of Paterson and has of late 
years been the scene of remarkable development and in- 
dustrial activity. Cedar Clitf Park, romantically situ- 
aled on the slo|>e of the Preakness hill, was originally 
intended as sites for villas and elegant residences ; a num- 
ber of these were erected, but some years ago a large por- 
tion of the tnict was thrown open for manufacturing pur- 
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poses, since which time several silk mills have been 
put up on the property. 

LITTLE FALLS 

Township contains a thrivin<^ villaj^e situated on the 
banks of the Passaic river. The villa<ije has clustered 
about the Little Falls of the Passaic, which furnish mo- 
tive power to lar^i^e textile fabrics manufacturinjj; estab- 
lishments. The Peckman river runs throu<^h a portion of 
the township and the water power finnished thereby has 
been utilized bv other manufacturers. T"he township is 
idso well known for the product of its brown stone quar- 
ries. 

P()MP1X)N 

Township is noted for its mines and the historical recol- 
lections called fortli bv a munbcr of its landmarks, 'i'he 
revolutionary army several times traversed the town- 
-ship on its wav from West Point to Morristo^v^ and in the 
valley of Rin<i^W(;o(l, where tlie iron mines ol' Cooper cS: 
Hewitt are located, still stands t'.ie buildin<j where Wash- 
incrton had his horses sliod. The property at present be- 



longs to Hon. Abram S. Hewitt, ex-Mayor of New York, 
who has erected there for himself a fine countrv house. 
Near this residence are the graves of Robert Erskine and 
his clerk; Erskine had the management of the iron mines 
for the London company but at the breaking out of the 
rcvolutionarv war joined the American forces. He be- 
came intimate with (jeneral Wasliington and was made 
(Geographer and Surveyor-( jeneral to the Army of the 
United States. The principal settlement in Pompton 
township is the village of Bloomingdale, on the New York, 
Susquehanna <S: WcvStern railroad. 

W EST MILFORD 

Township comprises the upper part of Passaic County. 
It is principally devoted to agriculture. It has within 
its limits a number of pleasant lakes, of which the most 
prf)mincnt is iCcho Lake. The lower half of Green- 
wood Lake, a })opular sunnner resort, is also within 
the borders of tliis township. The principal settlements 
are Newfoundland, Charlottelnngh and the village of West 
Milford. 



Passaic County Government. 



Judge of Circuit Coint — Jonathan Dixon. 

President Judge of Court of (Quarter vSessions and other 
county courts — John Hopper. 

Lay JudgesofC^uarter Sessions and other count\ courts — 
Tames Inirlis, Tr., |(jlni T. Warren. 

Sherirt' — Cornelius A. Cadnuis. 

Deputy Sheriff — (jrant Cadnnis. 

Surrogate — Charles \L Kinir. 

County Clerk — William M. Smith. 

Deputy County Clerk — Ross Williams. 

Tail Warden — lohn F. Bucklev. 

County Physician — Walter \\. Johns;)n. 

County Counsel — RobeMt I. Hopper. 

Superintendent of County Insime Asylum — Henrv I*. 
Ackerman. 

Matron of Countv Insane Asvlum — Mrs. Henrv P. 
Ackerman. 



Hoard ok Fkiuuioldkks. 
Pater son — 

r^irst Ward — Henry V. Ackerman. 

vSecond Ward — Jacob H. Tintle. 

Third Ward — John I£. Foalks. 

I'\)urth Ward — (jeorge (i. Halstead (Director). 

Fifth Ward — James Carroll. 

Sixth Ward — [ohn H. Morrow. 

Seventli Ward — riiomas Howard. 

Eighth Ward — Bernard Feene\ . 

Passaic — 

First Ward — Thomas (liblin. 

Second Ward— J. S. Hiddell. 

Third Ward — Albert Totten. 

Fourth Ward — Svbester [. Post. 
Ac(]uackanonk — (jeorge W DeMott. 
Little Falls — Francis 1. Mark- v. 
Manchester — John C. Roe. 
Pompton — Josiah Ricker. 
Wayne — 
West Milford — W'illiam Patterson. 

Clerk oi t!ie Hoard ol Freeholders — William Nelson. 
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Paterson City Government. 



Mayor — Nathan Barncrt. 

City Clerk — Gcorj^e Boyd. 

City Treasurer — Cyrus \V. Baldwin. 

Clerk of the Board of Aldermen — ^John T. Pollitt. 

Registrar of Licenses — Charles L. Henry. 

Comptroller — Daniel Miller. 

Receiver of Taxes — William High. 

Deputy Receiver of Taxes — Charles II. Mav. 

City Counsel — Thomas C. Simonton, Jr. 

City Sur\'evor — William Feriifuson. 

Assessors — ^James Parker, John Townley, Jacoh Kdcl- 
man, William H. Bradley. 

Commissioners of Appeal in Cases of Taxation — Albert 
D. Winfield, Huj^o Ibach, James Blundell. 

Superintendent of Streets — Thomas McLean. 

Clerk to the Superintendent of Streets — John 11. Ilurd. 

Board of Aldermen — First Ward — John Hartley, (ieor<j^e 
Rear; Second Ward — Georsje Addv, W'illiam R. Hard- 
ing; Third Ward — Samuel Bunting, John Macdonald 
(President) ; Fourth Ward — ^John Curtis, Jr., Thomas 
Rawson; Fifth Ward — James 1 1. Feeney, Sidney S. Lap- 
ham; Sixth Ward — ^^James Miller, Joseph Keppler: Sev- 
enth Ward — Samuel Crawford, Henrv Kellv ; Fijjhth 

W ft *■ 

Ward — ^James Brownlee, Edward Fanninjr. 

Janitor of City Hall — John Mickle. 

Board of Education — First Ward — John Hickman (Presi- 
dent), Daniel E. Patrick; Second Ward — James A. (iil- 
fillan, DeWitt C. Edwards: Third Ward — William II. 
MacDonald, vSvlvester Van (»ieson ; Fourth Ward — Arthur 
B. Pearce, Harry C. Baines; I'ifth Ward — Frederick C. 
Barnes, Robert B. Davidson; Sixth Ward — Louis Kir- 
.singer, Jr., William vSnyder; Seventh Ward — Jolui J. 
Warren, John J. Canninj^: Eighth Ward — Henry C 
Richards, John Rainev. 

Secretarv of the l^oard of Education — Henrv I). Oler. 

Superintendent of Public Instruction — Orestes ^I. Brands. 

City Physician — Dr. Frank A^^new. 

Assistant City Phvsician — Dr. Thomas L. Paton. 



Health Inspector — Dr. John L. Leal. 
Plumbing Inspector — John Hickman. 

Board of Health — Dr. T. V. Kinne, Dr. P. A. Harris, 
Dr. B. C. Alagennis, Dr. John L. Leal, Dr. Frank Agnew, 
John T. Pollitt, James Mills. 

Secretary of the Board of Health — ^John J. Warren. 

Superintendent of Outdoor Relief — Jacob Ryerson. 
Superintendent of Indoor Relief — Henry P. Ackerman. 
Matron of Almshouse — Mrs. Henry P. Ackerman. 
Inspector of Weights and Measures — William Shields. 
Inspector of Buildings, Lamps, Wells and Pumps — John 
H. Van Ilouten. 

Citv Veterinary Surijeon — Dr. William II. Lowe. 
City Weigher — William F. Crossman. 
Poundmaster — 1 larden Parmlev. 

Chief Engineer of Fire Department — John F. Murphy. 
Assistant Engineers of Fire Department — John Gillmor, 
John Struck. 

Superintendent of Fire Alarm — James F. Zelufi'. 

Board of Trustees of I'^ree Public Library — Dr. E. J. 
Marsh, (leorge Wurts, John H. Hopper, Charles Dan- 
forth, Robert A. Haley, the Mayor and Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, ex-olhcio. 

Librarian — George F. Winchester. 

Park Commissioners — William vSirange, John Mallon, 
Henrv B. Crosby, fohn Ai^new, ICtlward T. Bell, David 
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Henry, John I. Holt. 

Secretary of Park Conunission. — Frank Amiraux. 

Judge of District Court — Francis Scott. 

Clerk of District Ct>urt — (ieorge N. Hoxsey. 

Recorder — Josepli ( i reaves. 

Clerk of Recorder — James H. Cocker. 

Chief of Police — Frederick (». (jraul. 

Captain of Police —John Bimson. 

Sergeants of Police — Adam Hargreaves, James Hewitt, 
John McHride, Michael Keefe. lohn Ricker, Matthew 
Mc( iirr. 
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ICE EFFECTS AT THE FALLA 



13' 





ik,di6 


&... 


M 


i&ij 


- ,'■-.;„ 




"■si, ■■TV 


;:^'.>^b 


- -^te:,"^ 


1^ ^ 


1 








> 





ABOVE THE FALLS. 




BELOW THE FALLS. 
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VIEWS ABOVE THE FALLS. 
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THE BASIN BELOW THE FALLS 




ICE EFFECTS AT THE FALLS. 
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VIEWS OF PATERSON. 
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VIEWS OF PATERSON. 



19 




NORTHWESTERN EXTREMITY OF PATERSON. 




SOUTHERN EXTREMITY OF PATERSON. 



20 




VIEWS IN PASSAIC VALLEY. 
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VIEW IN PA9SAIC VALLEY. 




COTTAGE ON THE CLIFF. 
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VIEWS IN WESTSIDE PARK. 
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VIEWS IN WESTSIDE PARK. 
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THE LITTLE FALIS OF THE PASSAIC. 



The Progress of Paterson 



By Mr. WILLIAM G. FENNER, Vice President of the Board of Trade. 




N what I have to say of tlic advanta<;c's of Pat- 
erson as a inaiuifactiirini^ centre I do not ex- 
pect to add to the knowledjj^e of our citizens 
upon the subject, hut rather to aid in their se- 
lection the many who are seeking- a location 
lor their plant where at least a reasonable cer- 
tainty of success can be assured their enterprise. 

Conclusions drawn from established facts constitute the 
best information in a matter of this kind and such conclu- 
sions I will now submit, leavin<^ the task of application t(j 
the personally interested parties. 

The query is can Paterson in i^erfect fairness be classed 
as a city especially well adapted to manufacturinjj^ purposes? 
The answer to tliis question can in no better way be 
made and emphasized than in a brief historical outline of 
Paterson's more important industries, touchinii^ upon the 
salient developments of each from their ori<^in up throu<^h 
the lapse of years to the present time with its wealth ol' 
industrial achievements and clearlv defined prospects. 

The present centurv was vet in swaddlinti^ clothes when 
the cotton industry was experimentally estal)lished in this 
city. ^lamifacturinj^ was new to the country at that time 
and the impression created In this sprinij^in<^ uj) ol' the 
cotton industry at Paterson was protbund. The pioneer 
factories were individuallv small \et so numerous that the 
public mind was struck with the seemini^lv vast pro])or- 
tions of this comparativelv new aj^encv of profit to the 
comnumity. The time speedily came when the cotton 
millin<^ industry was no lon<^er experimental but establish- 
ed with its work mapped out on an essentiallv lander scale 
witli time, the inevitable unifVin«>' of fra<rmentar\ interests, 
the merging of manv small plants into a few larger ones 
with perfected means for carrving the raw cotton tlirough 
the various processes of manufacture resulting in the fin- 
ished cloth ready for use. The outside public then felt 
and in a measure still think that Paterson lost part of its 
cotton industries. The principle of merging was not un- 
derstood and with fewer individual factories in operation 
3 



the impression gained and maintained ground that the vi- 
tality of the industry itself was (^\\ the wane. The fact is 
however, that the seeming loss was an actual gain. Unques- 
tioned statistics show that in the year 1825 the number of 
spindles operating in the cotton mills of this city was 24,- 
030, while in iSSo they showed a total of 40,000, repre- 
senting a substantial gain in spindles and a still more sub- 
stantial increase in the value (;f production. The Eastern 
and Aliddle States form the great center of the cotton 
manufacturing industry and a leaf taken from their history 
substantiates fully my position that the change from 
many small to a comparatively few larger plants has re- 
sulted in a striking increase rather than a decrease of the 
output. In the year 1831, 850 establishments were in 
operation while in 1880 only 570 concerns were in the 
field. But from 183 1 to 1880 the number of spindles de- 
velo})e(l from i,23y,(xxj in the former to over 10,000,000 
in the latter, while tlie number of hands employed in- 
creased from 6(>,cxx) to 1^0,000. In New Jersey alone the 
year 1831 saw 62,0(X) spindles in operation in fifty-one 
establishments, while 18S0 with its seventeen estab- 
lishments displaxed an active equipment of 232,000 spin- 
dles. 

The locomotive mamilacturing industry started in Pat- 
erson through the enterprise of Mr. Thomas Rogers in the 
vear 1830. At that time railroading was in its infancy and 
about fittv miles of rail was all the country could boast of. 
It will be readily inferred that under these circumstances 
tile l()Comoti\e business was in a decidediv embryo state. 
Looking back from the high plane of ])resent achievement 
tiie crudities of tlie earlv time are astonishinj^. The first 
l<>comoti\es built were fitted out with wooden wheels and 
wooden frames aiul were guaranteed at high pressure and 
on a favorable gratle to tra\ el at the then lightning express 
speed of twelve miles per hour, a speed that was then re- 
garded as a menace to the lives of passengers and a mar- 
vel to the astonished beholders. This industry however 
advanced with giant strides along the pathway of me- 
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chanical proji^rcss and hv sheer force of intrinsic merit 
won its full share of substantial recoj^nition in the cjuick 
work of supplvinjj- the country's rapidly increasin;^ mile- 
age with its rolling etpiipment. During four prosperous 
decades no industry it is i^erfectlv safe to sav e\er made 
more headway than the one in point, but as it increased in 
vigor and size so did other industrial enterjjriscs. Milling 
concerns of one kintl and another extended their plants 
and rapidly hennned in the locoinotix e woiks of our city 
ending tlie possil)iIity ol' their all-essential enlargements. 
Additional and adjacent lands could not be accpiired and 
additional room could oidy be gained l>y establishing an- 
nex (.lepartments either across the street or around the 
corner or l)y using tlie u[)])er stories of their buihlings 
thereby adding materially to the expense of handling and 
consecpiently to the C(>st ol' ]:)roduction. The unbrarablu 
extravagance of this method of doing business was not 
realized imtil competition conunenced to assert itseH. 
The margin of pr(jfit was sliarply narrowed <lo\yn and the 
Patersonian manul'acturers l)egan in earnest to feel the 
burden imposed upon them In tliat extra handhng ex- 
pense, the result of inadec|uate and imperfectly arranged 
premises. The few of our manufacturers \yith plenl\ ol" 
room continued to manufacture and market their Ioc<Mno- 
tives with equal profits to those received by the best of 
their c(jmpetitors, but those who did not etijoy the advan- 
tage of elbow room found themsebes in the unfortunate 
position of doing a business devoid of compensation. This 
condition of things created considerable uneasiness in rej)- 
resentative quarters of the industry and finally culminated 
in the resolve of a prominent manul'acturer to moye his en- 
tire plant. After a careful consitleration of the aihantages 
afforded by other localities and \yith tlie kn()\yled'j;e ''ained 
by long years (^f experience the manufacturer in ([uestio!\ 
conchuled and did relocate in our city on a site that aiupK 
meets all prospecti\e as well as present recpiirements. 
There tlie enter])rise flourished and to-da\ constitutes one 
of the finest locomotive ])lants to be found in the cou!itr\, 
replete with eyery mechanical impn lenient and under a 
management that cheerfully welcomes coinpetitionand leels 
safe in the positiye knowledge that better work and chea]:>er 
prices than their own rank aniong tlie impf)ssil)ilities. 

Paterson has the adxantage of unusual railroad facilities 
and furthermore occu'pies a connnanding position in IJie 
verv outskirts oT tlie gieat business centie o!' the countr\ . 
This enables oiu' locom(>ti\e manutacturers to stand readx 
as thev do to su])])ly tlie world \\ 1th tlieir mac!iines. 

A few years ago the Paters, )n Iron Works were destroyed 
bvlire : the catastrophe wascom])letL'and nothing but ruined 
walls and worthless machinery was left to emphasi/e rather 
than palliate the misfortune. These works weretiienas no\y 
known to the entire countiN for their hea\\ forLrin'»s. Rival 
concerns of tliis class are few in the Inited States and none 
among them can shape and forge a heavier shaft, crank, or 
beam or aught else in which calibre, strengtli and finish 
contribute to the essential elements of production. These 
representative works are auKJiigst the oldest and most 



prosperous of our city's large family of splendid enter- 
prises. Having grown practically with the city all the 
advantages and disadvantages of a location here were as a 
matter of course fully a|)])arent to the owners of this enter- 
j)rise but w ithout giving other as])iring ])oints more than a 
])assing consideration the work of reconstruction was com- 
menced and substantialK consummated on the old site. 
To-day visitors to our cit\ see this j^rosperous concern 
under vigorous headwav sha])ing the mammoth shaftings 
that ^\u\ t!ieii' utility in the f'leat ocean racers of the day 
and tlie floating palaces that leave tlieir wake upon our 
inland vyaters. 

In review ing the gn>vyl]i of our varied industries we 
nuist not overlook t'le machine sho])s of Paterson, which 
have fhithfuUy kept ))ace vyith tiie times in meeting the 
natural wants of so lar«»e a manufacturiuLT centre. In 
j)lace of the one storv building and small ground space 
tliat adecjuately met the needs of the situation a few vears 
ago vye fuul these works to-dav operating on a large scale, 
occupying impt.sing structures, steadilv increasing the 
scope of their energies and athling to their number at the 
average rate of one or two concerns per vear. 

The tvyo rolling mills that form an important part of our 
iron industry deser\e a word ot' special mention. This is 
particularly true in the case of one that twenty years asro 
was humble to the verge of nothingness and to-dav stiuuls 
a monument of magnitude in its special field of work, a 
constant surprise to our ovyn citizens and a source of won- 
ering admiration to the visitor. So widespread are the 
energies of this threat concern that the ayeiatre well in- 
formed traveller w ill be apt to place everv iron bridge he 
crosses to the credit of the Passaic Rolling Mill Company. 
Some of the finest bridges in this countrv are tlie product 
of this com])any. w hose skill is pointedlv exemplified in the 
sj^lendid structure neai' our ovyn citv (the Inidge spanning 
t!ie Harlem River) substantial in its construction, symme- 
trical \\\ its piopt>rtions and technically faultness in con- 
ception: tliis vyork of highest engineering proves its mak- 
ers to be master workmen in tlie broad sense of the term. 

It was reserved lor the vear iS.jo to usiier into our city's 
itulustriai Hie an enterprise which has elevated the stand- 
ard of labor and created an era o(' prosperitv beyond the 
highest hopes entertained bv t'u" most entluisiastic believ- 
ers in the enterprising silk worm. W'hik' silks were 
manulacluied in this countiv neailv tweutv vears before 
their production in our citv, still to Paterson mainly 
belongs t;ie honor o!' (k-veloping the industry into a per- 
manent and high class leatnre of American industi'ial art. 
Baltimore should however have the credit riglitt'ullv be- 
longing to her ot pioducing the tiist silk goods manufac- 
tured in this count rv. In iSji) s!ie })ut upon the market 
the first line of American ribl^on^. In iN:^} Boston entered 
tlie silk manulhcturing list w ith tlie enteiprising town of 
Morence, Mass.. close upon her heels. In iS^S Dedham, 
Mass., follow ed suit, while three years later Windsor Locks 
and South Manchester, Conn., joined the Iniskly awaken- 
ing industrv . It was nc^t however until 1840, as noted 
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above, that Patcrson put her shoulder to tlic silk iiulustry 
wheel with wiiat success will l)e seen in the t'ollowiii"; 
table, showiivj^ the value of silk '^ikkIs maiuifactureil : — 

I860. 1*^70. 1880. 

Pennsylvania, *1, 700.000 $1,()0().000 ^2,800,000 

MasH,, i,:^oo,ooo 1, -400,000 4,000,000 

Ct)un., 1,200.000 3,300,000 5,000,000 

New York, 1,150,000 1,HOO;000 9,300,000 

New Jersey, 1)70.000 4,000,000 13,000,000 Patersrm, 5^11,000,000 

This table is siLfiiilicant in mam wavs and of nianv 
thiii<^s. In the Hist place Ilaltiniore, the pioneer of 
American silk manufacture, (luriuL^- the t\vent\ years under 
tabulated review falls completelv out <>f si'^hl and consid- 
eration. PennsN Ivania has oid\ succeeded in secuiiuLC a 
ji^ain of $1,100,000 duriui^ the two decades, while Massa- 
chusetts, and Connecticut although (loin<r bdter than the 
Bay State champion, have scored no ver\ conspicuous trains 
on tlie record of i860. New York has done still l)etter 
but with all her i^^reat tradinj^ ad\anta<^es has taken t\\ entv 
years to multiply her old time silk manufacturing achiexe- 
ments l>y ei<.;ht, whereas our own cit\- has (le\elopetl 
twelvefold in the same time, even assumintr that all the 
silk t^oods produced in New Tersev durintr 1860 were 
made in Paterson, which was not the case. The silk in- 
dustrv like all others seeks a field with advanta<res that as- 
similate with its special requirements. These advantaji^es 
once clearly demonstrated and the attention of the entire 
industrial world is promptly broui^ht to l>ear on the fa\- 
ored locality. Kindred industries at once crowd to the 
spot and a trade focus is established. It is a historical fact 
that no industry ever g^athered to a common centre taster 
than the silk industry has established itself at our citv. 
The reason of Paterson's supremacx in this connection lies 
to a <>^reat extent in its adjacency to the Citv of New ^'ork, 
the head centre of the countrv's tiacle. Our cit\ stands 
sufficiently near to the metropolis to share in its ])aramount 
trade advantaires, vet is far enouiih awav to aNoid her bi<'- 
sister's lar<^er taxes, more expen.sive iL,n-ound rents and 
the higher cost of living there entailed upon operatives. 
Paterson's further advantage is its abundance of water es- 
pecially well adapted for dveing ])ur])oses. 

In 1864 an industry had a ]:)recari()us establishment in 
our citv that in its ra])i(l growth challen<-es the attention of 
every student of industrial progress. It was put into o])- 
eration by those who possess the eml)odiment ol' clear and 
far sighted business tact and indomitable ])erse\ erance, 
two qualities that enabletl them to conquer apparentlv in- 
surmountable difficulties in the tle\elopment of their un- 
dertaking. This industry embodied the Americanizing 
of a foreign plant nouiished under other than Irish climatic 
conditions. The pioneer j^romoters had nothing u])on 
which to base a warranted judgment, but upon general 
principles they selected Pateison as the best location for 
their experiment. Their views, however, were promptlv 
vindicated and the manufacture of linen thread was no 
lon<ifer an industrial exotic. This infant of 1864, spoken 
of as the modest industrv bv one of the founders, trained 



strength rapidly and in its present development occupies 
several buildingsofmanmioth size. Its product, *T3arbours' 
linen thread," is known to everv dress and shoe maker in 
the land as Paterson made and to every one of our 
citizens as an article representing a business and a still 
<jrowin<»^ one of one million ti\e hundretl thousand dollars 
a year. 

A lew vears a'j-o larLfe ciuantities of what is known as 
hemj) car|)ets came iVom Dundee, Scotland. These car- 
pets are used mostlv in coimtrv towns and one of their 
chief merits is beauty of design. Owing to the low price 
at which these carpets are soUl the masses are enabled to 
beautifv their homes at a small expense. Through the 
large pnnluclion of these goods the manid'acturers of this 
cjuaint Scottish low 11 were well paid for their enterprise 
a!i(l it is w ithout (jueslion a sore disappointment to them 
to tind that anything so Scotch could ever become Ameri- 
canized and a greater siuj^risc to find how soon this article of 
foreitrn birth should become acclimated and comfortable in 
a land so far awa\ from home with no show of desire ever 
to return. While there are a few factories lor the manufac 
ture of this article in ditferent sections of the country we can 
boast of three I'actories in our city which from all appearance 
and some knowledge are doing a thriving business. In 
this coimection we might speak ol' an article which is made 
in Paterson antl w hich forms the foundation of brussels 
carpets. We lay no claim to an over large amount of jute 
varn made here but in this case the infant is too voim<£ to 
anticipate what it may grow to, but we feel satisiied from its 
generallv healthy appearance it will attain large propor- 
tions and soon rank amongst the prosperous industries of 
the Citv of Paterson. 

The Ibllowing table will enal)le us to more full v appre- 
ciate the ra])i(l growth of industries in this State and at the 
same time hel]3 us to more fully realize the important share 
sustained b\ our cit\ in the general development: — 

ALT. (iOODS MAMI" AC ri KI:D. 

isr,o. isso. 1880. Ara<»unt to 

Popiilatlou. ea. Ina'v'l* 
New Jersey, >=31^000.000 6 254,000,000 

rennsylvania, 155,000.000 745,000,000 

New York, 237,000,000 :*: 1,080, 000, 000 

Pattrson, 20,000,000 51,000 J|500 

Newark, 00,O0O,0(.O 130,000 500 

Now York City, 472.000,000 1,206,000 400 

Massadinsctts, l57.so0,0O0 031,000,000 

lUuKle Island, 22,000.000 104.000,000 

nouneetitMit, 47, 000, 000 1 85, ( )()( ), 000 

Incuease from 1850 to 1880. 

CoiniocticTit, 4 fold. Massachusetts, 4 fold. Pomisylvauia 42 fold. 
Rliodr Island, 4! " New York. \\ " New Jei-sey, G-J '* 

So it w ill be seen that our State has outstripped all com- 
peting manul'acturing- centres in the spirited race of the 
past thirtv Nears. 

riie brief sketches I have outlined of our leadinuf indus- 
tries have not been executed w ith a desicrn to overdraw 
their importance. Mv aim has been solelv to describe 
them as I know them to be and w ithout seeking the views 
of others. 
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As to the permanency of our manufacturinj^ industries 
we can only base our conclusions upon the historically de- 
picted influences of time upon the other industrial centres 
of the world; influences that lead us to rej^ard the future 
with even confidence in the stability of Paterson's prospects. 

Manufactures, like trade, fit themselves to certain locali- 
ties. As manufactures j^row and cluster around a com- 
mon centre so in ccpial ratio of (le\elopment do opera- 
tives increase in numbers until finallv the two become so 
wedded to a locality that a majority of the manufacturers 
of kindred class find it to tlieir achantatje to work sliouliler 
to shoulder with skilled labor domesticated at their \ery 
doors. 

The only manufacturinir centre in the world which has 
stood still during the past fifty years, or at least ^^ained but 
little, is a town in I'^n<(land, but as other causes aside from 
consideration of location are responsible for its stagnant 
condition it is devoid of si<^nificance so far as the (piestion 
now under discussion is concerned. My j)osition is amply 
fortified by the following examples : — 

Lyons, the «^reat silk manufacturing centre of France, 
whose industry was in full operation before the advent of 
Francis I ; 

Belfast, Ireland, whose linen manufactures date back 
over one hundred years ; 

Dumfermline, Scotland, the centre of vScotch linen trade, 
whose industry has been known all over the civili/ed world 
for many centuries : 

Paisley, Scotland, the home of shawls and cotton thread 
manufacture ; 

Manchester, Enjj^lantl, noted for cotton and wool dress 
goods ; 

Bradford, Enj^land, conspicuous tor many years for her 
production of alpacas and moliair lusters; 



Sheflield, England, historically famous for her cutlery ; 

Basle. vSwitzerland, nr)table for her silk and woolen in- 
dustries ; 

Chemnitz, Saxony, identified the world over for her hos- 
iery product ; 

Birmiui^ham, ILnii^land, the head centre of the iron in- 
(lustr\ ; 

Zurich, Switzerland, the oldest silk manufacturing mar- 
ket in the \yorld ; 

IClberfeldt, co!ispicuous for her woolen goods, and 

St. (jail, Switzerland, the mammoth ])roduction of 
I lamburg embroideries ; 

Most of these world renowned centres have been in vig- 
orous existence all the way from two to live hundred years, 
and all of them are now at the higliest point of develop- 
ment in their respective histories. 

There is onUone conclusion to be drawn from this array 
ot historical data, viz : that no manufacturiuir centre where 
tile plant has been fully established has ever lost its iiulns- 
tries or \yeakened in its industry. The history of the age 
has been de\elopment, first and last and all the time, sta- 
ble in its progress and ecjually stable in its fealty to a loca- 
tion havinir establislied advantatres. 

In tlie abo\ e I ha\e show n as a deduction from clearly de- 
fined facts that Paterson has steadily increased in her in- 
dustries and industrial voyage from year to year; further- 
more, that her adjacency to New York City, the trade and 
connnercial centre of the country, assures obvious advan- 
tages that are \ irtually bound to gi\e her an unsurpassed 
mdustrial j^osition, the ])ermanenc\ of which is a foregone 
conclusion if the uniform exj)erience of centuries the world 
o^er c:m be acce])ted as a guarantee of the f\iture. 
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The Board of Trade of Paterson 



By Mr. JOHN J. BROWN, President of the First National Bank. 




^5^N the busy life of the ])rcsciit day, \ylien events 
A^* that are new crowd out froin remembrance those 
wliich are even only oC t!ie recent past, it 
may not be a matter of wonder that the early 
transactions of the Board of Trade are so 
^^ dimly remembered, not to say quite f()r<^ot- 
ten, as to make the question *'\Vhat has the 
Board of Tratle done?" c|uite a pertinent one. 

As a reminder that its history has not been (|uite a 
blank, but more, perhaps, that we may be encouraged 
to make further efforts; and still more, that others of the 
■city of Paterson, just as able men and just as much in- 
terested in its present and future welfare, shall ^i\e us 
their aid, the duty has been laid upon me to collate some of 
the more prominent actions and eflbrts of the Board 
from its organization. 

The unwritten history of a society or community can 
never be told. The forces and influences which work un- 
der the surface of society, like those ol' nature, are felt and 
seen in their etlects ; but even these can onl\- be traced in 
part. Thus the silent influence of this Board as a whole, 
or the more or less active efforts ol' the individual member, 
can only be surmised. The actual work done can only in 
part be jud<:jed by reference to the recorded history, taken 
from published pr()ceedini]^s. These necessarily i^ive only 
iui imperfect idea of the work accom]:)lished. 

Thou<rh the name of our oriranization is the Board of 
Trade, it should embrace, in a city like ouis, all those who 
desire the well-bein;^ of the [)lace in \\ hich they live ; 
therefore, the professional man aiul the artisan, as well as 
the merchant and the manufacturer, should be interested 
in our ertbrts. I find this thouij;ht has already found action 
in our sister Board of Trade in Newark, where for presi- 
<lent they elected R. Wayne Parker, one of the best known 
lawyers in the State; for vice-president, Iud<i;e Mc(ire<(or, 
and for secretary Comptroller P. J. C^uin. There may be 
other professional men in the ofHcial list, but I do not now 
recall them. 

VVith these preliminary remarks please permit me to 
notice as briefly as the objects will allow, some of the 
more important acts of the Board. 

Its existence dates from 1S73 and it was founded amid a 
depression in the business of the city and country which 
Jias happily seen no parallel since that time. The loco- 



motive business, then, as compared with all our manufac- 
tures, a more important industry than it is now, was nearly 
paralyzed, and this of necessity afljcted all other business. 
That first year the Board jj^ave attention to removing the 
false impression amon<^ the lire insurance underwriters of 
New York that our water supply for extinguishing fires 
was wholly inadequate. The facts, based upon a full re- 
port and a faithful examination by a Committee ot the 
Board, were so placed before them, that the exorbi- 
tant rates were reduced, so that we stood on an equally 
favorable basis with any other city adjacent to New Yoriv. 
The report alluded to, however, showed some deficiencies 
in the yvater supply, which the water company promptly 
remedied. Djrin<r this year action was taken bv a com- 
mittee which established better relations with the Erie 
railroad company and increased facilities for transportation 
were secured The Board, appreciating the distress which 
prevailed during the winter, exerted themselves to alleviate 
as far as possible the suflerinj;s of the needy. They as a 
body, a])art from the individual eflorts of the members, or 
with othei (organizations, contributed and placed in the 
hands of the general relief committee $2,20D. The reports 
on the silk industry this vear show that there were theu 
about twentv-flve firms and corj)orations engaged in the 
manufactuie. The capital inxested was about four million 
dollars. Direct employment was given to about four thou- 
sand operatives (two-thirds < f whom were females) and an 
indirect employment to about one thousand mechanics cn- 
traLfcd in makin^T machinery and various articles necessary 
lor the successful conduct of the business. The amount 
paid to these operatixes was some two million dollars. 
Statements are incorporated here in order that those who 
take an interest in such matters may compare them with 
the present, now that seventeen years have passetl. In this 
first year, as well as the succeeding one, the Board was 
presided over by the lat.* Thomas Barbour. His large ex- 
perience with (ther bodies of a like character, together 
with his interest in the welfare of the city (not to name his 
great business interests here), and his large views of busi- 
ness generally, made him a truly valuable presiding offi- 
cer. 

The reports of the year 1S74 tell of but a partial activity 
in business, but of a very hopeful nature, by reason of 
abundant crops. Only a few signs of life were as yet 
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shown in the locomotive iiiHustrv. Other iron ituUistries 
were reasonahly active ami some new nianufactiircs in iron 
were introduced. A very niateriid improvement had been 
made in the silk manut'acture. 

The year 1875 was prohahly, in one respect, the most 
important vear in the historv ot'the I5o;ird of Trade. The 
otficers adopted a plan of havin*^ prej)aretl in an authentic 
and comprehensive form, somethin;^ like a historv of tlie 
great industries, which in the infancN und latei' years of 
our city, and in its riper and stronj^er jirtsent, have l)een 
the basis of its ])rospcrity and renown; comj)risinL( neces- 
sarily a historv of the citv itself; for its manufactures and 
prosperity in other things, nay, its very existence, have al- 
ways been one and inseparable. The preparation of these 
historical sketches was entrusted to such members of the 
Board as were identilied with the i^^reat manutacturiuLr in- 
terests of the city ; each tieatinj^ a topic within the scope 
of his personal experience. The result was such that tlu re 
was an amount of authentic information and statistics gath- 
ered wdiich has since been a mine from which st itistical 
workers have drawn, and must in the future be the founda- 
tion from which the records of early business of Paterson 
must come. These valuable pa[)ers were published in the 
third annual report of the Board of Trade and embrace the 
follow i ncj : — the Iron Industrv, 1)V Mr. John Cooke; the 
Silk Industrv, by Mr. Catholina Lambert ; the Flax, 
Hemp and Jute Industry, by Mr. John Swinburne; the 
Cotton Industry, by Mr. Joseph VV. Congdon ; Miscellan- 
eous Industries, by Dr Charles Inglis ; Our Financial In- 
stitutions, by Mr. John J. Brown ; Our Public Schools, 
by Mr. George L. Catlin ; Sources of Power in Paterson, 
by Mr. George Wuits; Historical Notes and Statistics, bv 
Dr. Charles Inglis. That th.ere has been cjuite a large out- 
side demand for these reports gives testimony as to their 
value. Published als(; in the same annual report was a 
supplemental report ol the Committee on Water Supj^lv 
which covered all the points complained of wnd suggested 
such improvements as should be made. It mav be sulh- 
cient to say here that early and large improvements were 
made by the water company, so that with these and later 
improvements made in after \ears, als(j suggested 1)V a 
Board committee, the water supplv of the citv is [placed 
beyond comj^laint. This year tiie late William 1<\ le was 
chosen President of the Board He took a large interest 
in its prosperity and served with great al>ilitv until his la- 
mented death in iSSi. 

The year 1S76 was also a good year and full of interest. 
A history of its transactions would make a more extended 
paper than is the design of this little memorial. It is 
proper, however, to name briellv some of the incidents ot 
the year. It is scaicely necessarv to call attention to the 
fact that this was the Centetuiial vear. b^arlv in the vear 
the subject of properly celel)rating the ensuing 4th cf Julv 
w'as discussed. In the reports of that year Dr. Charles In- 
glis gives a very full sketch of this celebration, which, in- 
augurated by the Board, was made a grand success by a 
combination of work by committees of the Board, of the 



Grand Army of the Republic and of the citizens. A large 
subscription was at once made by members ot the Board. 
This was supplemented by the (ieneral (."(jmmitlee of Fi- 
nance, the result of their joint eilo.t being to raise in that 
year of stringency not only enough U) meet the liberal ex- 
pendituie for the celebration but to ilonate a surplus of 
$750 in ecjual ])arts to the Ladies' and St. Joseph's lios- 
pitals. It is nearlv lilteen veais ago but many will remem- 
ber the ])rofuse decorations, the grautl procession, the me- 
morial services at the Wi<rwam and the fireworks on 
Dean's Hill It will be undeistood that this was a general 
celel)ration entered into and promoted bv all classes of 
])eo])le. It. is named here because it was inaugurated in 
the Board and the hist and largest subscriptions were made 
here. During the year papers were read on the subject of 
the vSilk Industrv, bv Mr. William Strano^e; the Locomo- 
tive InduNtr\- in the United States, by Mr. lohn Cooke; 
Our b^ducational Interests, by l^y- Charles Inglis; a report 
was made on Our Gas Light Interests bv Messrs. J. \V. 
Congdon, Thomas N. Dale and George VV'^urts The very 
important subject of a b'ree Public Librarv was part of one 
of the subjects tf)uched upon this year. Mr. Dale, the 
chairman of the Lil)raiy Committee, endeavored to secure 
an act of the legislature, which was then deemed all that 
could be accomplished. This was to make it an adjunct of 
the public school system. Messrs. John Swinburne and 
John Cooke as a committee reported the results of their in- 
vestiirations as to the usefulness of a library of this kind in 
the State of New York. The great subject of a free pub- 
lic librarv came uj) on other occasions, but it is pleasant to 
sav that a tar better svstem than anv deviseil bv the Board 
has been given by the action of the State and the happy 
acceptance of it by our citi/ens 

One of the results of the labors oi 1S77 may be seen in 
what niay be called our very modest depot at the Erie 
railroad. For this year it does not seem (piite adecjuatc ta 
the grcnvn proportions of the city and it is gratifying to- 
know that the railroad companv is pre])aring to put in its 
]:)lace a ]iandsf)me and commodious structuie ; but twclve- 
vears ago. when compared to the one which pieceded it, 
it was consiilered (piite a triumphant success. The Erie 
people then were a hard set to mo\e : much breath had 
been ^pel1t in talking, not to sav comulaining. and much 
politeness was shown in not doing an\ thing, h^dbrts wen,*^ 
made to satisi\- the applicants, with promises to repair. 
It took a committee as stiong as Messrs. Cro.sb\-, Buckley, 
B.irlu)nr, !?ale anil Kvle to ovei'come apatlu or inabilitv, 
but it was done and the new dej)ot was secured. Another 
matter of large importance occupied the attention of the 
I)oard this same \'ear. This was the suppose<l necessity 
of an increase in the number aiul elliciencv of the police 
force of the city. It was a time, for various causes, of a 
widespread disadection in the ranks of labor. 7'his was 
especially the case with employes in railroad labor. Ex- 
tensive and disastrous riots had occurred in the West, an 
uneasy feeling was prevalent here as in many other places. 
Workmen were molested by their fellow workmen. The 
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condition forced the conclusion that the police force was 
inadequate either for the city or the times. It is enough 
to say here that the etibrts (jf the Board throuj^h their com- 
mittees lanjelv contributed to the correction of this defic- 
iencv and of late years no objections have been made man- 
ifest so far as the force itself or its inanai^ement is con- 
cerned. On the contrary, great praise has been earned 
and freely given to this important department of our city 



government. 



The years of 1878, 1879 and 1880 may be profitably 
passed over bv saving that no action of marked importance 
durinjj these \ears was taken and I shall content nnself 
with a statement of some of the topics considered. A val- 
uable report on the sanitary condition of tlie city was made 
by Messrs. lno:lis, Crosby and Feimer, muinh on the sub- 
ject of sewerage. The question of change of j)ay day by 
manufacturers from Saturday to some other day was con- 
sidered ; reports on legislation at various times; repoils on 
general industries; the reception to (jcneral Grant. Ad- 
ditional and fidler reports on Passaic water supply by Messrs. 
William Strange, Watts Cooke, W. (7. vScott and Henry 
V. Butler, with a valuable report on the capacity antl pow- 
ers of the water company, were made by V.. Lel>. (iar- 
dinier. Hydraulic Engineer, who had been engaged l)y the 
committee. 

The year 18S1 may be named as the one in which the 
first action was taken in reference to Public Parks. The 
first and in fact the oidy committee, for they served to the 
end, was appointed to take the matter into consideration ; 
of this committee Mr. Crosby was made chairman. This 
same year the question ol making the Passaic river navi- 
gable to Paterson appears in the proceedings of the Board. 
A committee imder the chairmanship of Mr. Strange was 
appointed to take action towards getting an appropriation 
from Congress for making a prelimin:irv survey of the 
river. A committee was likewise apj)ointed under the 
chairmanshij) of Mr. H. \". Butler with instructions to 
have proper action taken to obtain a suitable building 
which woidd adequately serve our grow ing city for post 
office and other (jo\ eminent needs. Furtlier mention of 
these three great enterprises will probably claim attention 
later. Again was the attention of the Board called to the 
utility of technical education in a city so thoroughly a man- 
ufacturing one as this; indeed, it occupied the attention of 
members constantly durinir the \ear. Al)le addresses were 
(lelivered by Messrs. Hilton, lY-nner and Morris. 

The follovvinii- year, 1882, still found the I^oard strug- 

oflins: with the subject. The connnittee ha\ ing this matter 

00.' >^ 

in charge, under the chairmanship of Mr. Watts Cooke, 
presented a very full report, looking to a large effort in this 
direction; combinin<>- a suitable Iniilding with rooms tor an 
industrial school, a library and reading rooms. However 
valuable an institution, such as was here proposetl, would 
have been to the city, it is scarcely needfid for. me to say 
that it was not carried out ; but doubtless the seed sown by 
these ertbrts have borne fruits and later and in other ways, 
not in combination but separately, we have the Public Li- 



brary, the Reading Room and the Industrial School. This 
last named, incomplete as it may be, and in its infancy 
oidy, was the outcome of the efficient help of this Board, 
who raised a sum as a supplement to an amount which 
thereby could be ileri\ ed from the State and which in con- 
nection with the I^)ard of Education, their connnittee and 
our connnittee acting together, have established the first 
industrial school in this city. 

The year 1883 was not marked by such action as calls 
for special mention. During previous years some consid- 
erable attention had been given to the unhap])y condition 
of our streets. This year more attention was given to the 
subject and a special meeting was held in the hope of ex- 
citing a more liveh interest in the attainment of gfood 
streets. This meeting was attended h\ se\eral ofourex- 
maxors and a niunber of citizens not members of the 
Board. All ])resent recognized the importance of the sub- 
ject under consideration. A w ide tliscussion was indulg- 
ed in, all aiiieeinif that the time had come for larjj^e im- 
proxements. The resolutions ol' the Board adopted on the 
occasion, promised an active support so far as the Board 
coidd, to those on whom the burden of responsibility would 
tall, in carrying out a wider system of street improvements, 
knowing that it meant an expenditure of money. It may 
here be added that very marked improvements have been 
made in our streets. Among the sul)jects which early in 
tiie year occupied our attention, was fiu'ther action looking 
towards obtaining a public building for United States offi- 
ces. It is as well to say here for all that this matter was 
never lost sight ot\ but was pressed as well as the circum- 
stances would permit, until finally a bill was passed ap- 
j)ropriating $8o,cxx3 for the object and the signature of the 
President was obtained. We were favored by the active 
efl'orts of our representatives in Congress in every stage of 
the work. An active opposition in the House of Repre- 
sentati\es ]:)revented an adecjuatesum being appropriated, 
Init there is now e\er\ ]:)rospect that the sum already set 
aside for this object w ill be materially increased and that 
our wishes in re^fard to a trovernment l)uilding will be 
speediU realized. A \er\ important action was taken this 
year whicli with t!)e concurrent action of the Board of Al- 
dermen max be called the turning point in the possibilities 
of im]:)roving our streets. Tliis was a joint delegation, 
comj)ose(l of tlie vStreet Connnittee of tiie l^oard of Alder- 
men and a connnittee ap])ointed by the Board ol* Trade to 
\ isit ( io\ ernor Abl)ett and urge u[)on him the necessity of 
si-'iiin"' the bill which had been passed for the benefit of Pat-, 
eison, j)ro\ iding that permanent street improvements 
should be made at the general e\])ense. The result of this 
joint action was a very kind receptio!i b\ the (jovernor 
and ids ultimate signing the 1)111. Under the ])ro\ isions of 
this bill the improvements of l:ite years ha\e been made. 
Among other subjects which came up during this year was 
the navigation of the Passaic river to Paterson ; the benefits 
of technical education and the methods of bettering the 
county roads imder the supervision of the Board of Free- 
holders. In reference to the navigation matter it might be 
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well to sav that a committee of the Board of Trade of 
Newark with a committee of this Board, accompanied by 
Mr. Doi-flin<^er, the en<^ineer, who had previously con- 
ducted a sunev of the river on behalf of the I nited States 
government, made a trip over that part of the river which 
would have to be improved in order to make it navi<^al)le. 
He presented a chart and survey of the river made by him- 
self and assistants, <j;ave estimates of costs and metiiods of 
improvement and freely expressed his oj)inion as to the 
large advantages which wcndd accrue to Paterson from a 
navigable river. Perhaps the most important matter 
which occupied the attention of the Board this year was 
that of public parks. (Growing out of action previously 
taken, ^Ir. PI. B. Crosbv presented an exceedinglv inter- 
esting paper on the subject. This meeting was near the 
end of iSSi. We are now in 1S90 but from the time first 
named to the consummation of the project, there was no 
time that this park matter was not uppermost in the mind 
of Mr. Crosby. Time and trouble seems of little consider- 
ation ; when nearly all doubted, he held to his faith. The 
growing sentiment of the public was watclied ; tlie careful 
consideraticMi as to the ways and means which were natur- 
ally felt by the '^City Fathers," who had many res])onsi- 
bilities resting on their shoulders and naturally shrank 
from incurring large indel)tedness, were met bv the argu- 
ments as to the need of and the benefits to the people. As 
we all believe, the right won, the ordinance providing for 
the purchase of two extensive parks was passed and to Mr. 
Crosby's great delight he was permitted to hear from the 
great bell in one of ouv steeples a 'Ming out" which but 
few at that late hour of the nii^ht knew the meaniuir of. It 
must l)e named here, because it is to their great honor and 
far-sightedness, that the newspaper press of the citv 
gave the aid of their powerful inHuence in securing this 
great blessing, so full of pn^mises and health, comtbrt antl 
pleasure to the dwellers in this hi\e of industr\ . 

I have now reached a period so recent that it seems 
scarcely worth while to detail the various actions of the 
Board. The Delaware, Lackawanna <S: VW'stern railroad 
company has at least heeded the apj^eals of the Boaid, 
made repeatedly in past years, and has constructed a spur 
into the citv. Bv the destruction of WashiuLrton Hall 
building the Bo-ird of Trade lost its valuable lil)rarv. whicli 
took many years to accumulate, its fmniture and its rec- 
ords. At present the Board is activel}' engiged in procur- 
ing the erection of a tine citv hall to meet the <'-rowin<'- 
needs of the city. \"ery nnich of the work of the last \ears 
has been of the same chaiacter as that wiiich has tronc 
before. I trust, however, tiiat I mav l)e permitted to sa\ , 
though I am myself a member ol the Board, that in e\erv 
discussion and in all actions, or attem])te(l actions, the 
Board has had for its object tiie weal of the citv and its 
citizens. Never at any time has anv action l)een taken or 
effort been made which had personal or selfish ends. In 
public or in charitable etlbrts the money of its members 



has been quite as freely given as that of other citizens. It 
may be said that it has not done enough, or even all that it 
could, but it must not be forgotten that the sins of omission 
arc very easily committetl, and there is no member of the 
Board who would not have rejoiced if a greater number and 
a larger interest and a greater good to our city had been the 
history of the Board of Trade. Those who have borne 
the heat and hurden of the past will feel greatly the relief 
which will naturallv come from the infusion of new mem- 
hers and will rejoice the more if these additions shall make 
the Board more useful. 

In this little review of the past I have confined myself 
entirely to the more sober matters of business which have 
indeed mainly occupied the attention of the Board, but 
there has also been a lighter side, where the more pressing' 
realities of the work day world have been laid aside and 
we have indulged in those social gatherings, where^ 
though the main object of the Board was not lost sight o(^ 
it was for the time being only an accompaniment to the 
pleasures of the social season. It is my purpose only to- 
allude to these episodes. The character of them may be 
found reported, in more or less full degree, in the annual 
reports. 

Shall I stop here or shall I indulge in the saddened 
thou<rht which comes with remembrance of those who 
were with us in former vears but now *'are not.^ ' To the 
older members come up the names of Barbour and Ryle, 
the first and second presidents of the Board. Mighty men 
thev were to carry forward whatsoever they deemed 
worthy of tiieir efibrts. With the last of these names 
comes up the thought of the magnilicent gift by his widow 
of a building for the free public library of this city. May 
I not name too the clear-headed and ixliable Cooke ; the 
thoughtful investigator, Inglis; the ever willing and inteU 
ligent Dale; the quiet but stiu"dv of opinion, Hamil ; the 
ever veatly, tor work or play, vSvvinburne? To use the 
words of the sacred writer, "What shall I sav more, for 
the time would fail to tell" of those large-spirited men of 
infiuence, who have so well acted their part, and left us to- 
continue the work. 

To those whom we shall so trladlv welcome amonjj us- 
hereafter, as tcllow-helpers, mav we not ask that they 
think o\er the work w hich has been done in the past and 
of which these lines are onl\ an ina(le(|uate memorial, and 
thc\ determine that whatevei* ma\ have been done in the 
past siiall be exceeded in the future? The world is con- 
slanlU' wideuing and the oj)portunities tor doing good to 
others ever niultiplving. It is onl\ the tew who are will- 
ing to work for man as man ; l>e a ])ait of that few. Let 
him consider the prolilems of life which surround him on 
eveiv hand. Let him enter into some of the noble enter- 
prises tor the benefaction of the race and do his part 
towards the improvement of those immediately around 
him. He will then be a good member of the Board of 
Tratle. 
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EXTERIOR OF THE EOISON ELECTRIC ILLUMINATING COMPANY'S WORKS. 
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SWITCHBOARD OF THE PATERSON ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY'S WORKS. 
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THE JOHN NORWOOD COMPANY'S PAINT STORE. 
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MEYER BROTHERS' DRY GOODS STORE. 




THE MOBART-STEVENSON BUILDII 




THE DOREMUS HOMESTEAD. 
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The Free Public Library 



By Mr. GEORGE WURTS, Editor of The Daily Press. 
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HE Free Piil^lic Library is an institution that 
\ the people of l*aterson leiianl with picuhar 
* pride, not only lor the l)enelits \n hich How 
from such a fountain of culture ami enjo\- 
nient to all cities fortunate cnounh to possess 
one, but because it was the lirst entirely 
free public library established in New 
Tersey. ^huu• attempts had been made in 
the earlier history of the town and city to found libraries 
partiiking more or less of a public chaiacter. with the usual 
experience in such cases. Bein^- limited in scoj)e, unen- 
dowed, and depending' on ephemeral sources of support. 
these enterprises one after another flickered out tlieir fee- 
ble livxs. In the year 1SS4 the Hon. William l*ralL tlien 
a talented member of the Passaic County Bar. l)ut who has 
since taken orders in the ministry of tlie Protestant I'^pis- 
copal Church, \yas a member of the House of Assembly of 
the New Jersey Lej^i slat u re. Mr. Prall had U>\vj; been a 
zeaicms adyocate of culture amon<»- the masses and had lab- 
ored dili«fently to lead the minds of his iellow citizens in 
the direction of the orjj^anization of a free public librarx . 
The opportunity for which he sou'^du was opened 1)\ his 
position as a member of t'ne Legislature, and he i;a\e 
much thoutrht and stud\ to an ellbrt to mature a law under 
which his o\yn cit\' at least — if not all t'le cities of New 
Jersey — coidd become the haj:)]n j)ossjss()r of a librars 
free to all. Others had done l;()0(1 work to the same eml, 
and one of these attemj:)ts especially deserxes to lie remem- 
bered. In 188^, a year before Mr. Prall iVamed his bill, 
the Hon. P. IL Shields, then a Nfembei' oi' Assembly 
from this city, had introduced a bill to establisli a public 
library, \yhich \yas drawn by Mr. William II. Harry. 
principal of one of our j)ul)lic schools. This bill, thoui^h 
it contemplated makiuij^ the librars a chari^e on the public 
treasury, embraced the idea ot' hayini^ it constitute a j)art 
of the commc)n school .system of the cit\ by j)uttin;^ it 
under the care of the Bi^ard of Education. Hence it was 

not to be a free public library in the broadest sense. This 
5 



bill tor some reason failed to l)ecome a law, but it merits 
recoi^nition as a well meant edbrt to accomplish a beni^jii 
pur]:)ose, and it undoubtedly j:)ioneered the way for the 
Prall bill ol' the following- year. 'I'he latter, as stated by 
its author, had a three-lbld purpose: ^'To form a perfect 
and distinct corj)oration, to tie it to the city and public 
school system, yet not to ])lace it under municipal author- 
ity, and to keej) t!ie librars foreyer out of the play of party 
politics." This bill is said to haye been diflerent from the 
law for the formation of public libraries in any other State. 
\u its prej)aration Mr. Prall receiyed yaluable suj^^^estiye 
aid iVom the Hon. Jolm W. ( iri<i^<^s, then State Senator 
frojn Passaic County and a deyoted (uul judicious cham- 
pion of education and j)ublic cidture. The act as passed 
was \ery sim])le in its terms. It yested the manaj^ement 
oi'the library when created in a board of seyen trustees to 
be ap))ointe(l by the Mayor, in which the municipal i)oards 
should al\ya\s be represented b\ the ^Ll\()r and Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction as members cx-officio. The 
actions and res})onsibilit\ ot'this Hoard ol' Trustees are en- 
tireh witliin t'lemsjhes, subject to no control or dictation 
from an\ other source whatever. H\ the law the Hoard 
of Alileimen is leijuired e\ery \ear to pros ide in the tax 
leyy ioi" a sum eijual to one-third of a mill on e\ery dollar 
of taxable prnpertx . which sum the Cit\' Treasurer is re- 
(juired to pay o\er to tlie public librars trustees on draft of 
their President. It will be seen that the income thus pi'o- 
\ ided i^ not onl\ secure, but it must reL;ularl\- increase 
\yith the L^row th of tlie cit\ . The act was not to be opera- 
tise until aj)pro\ed bv a majority of all the soters at the 
lirst municipal election held after its j)assa!L^e, which was 
t!iat oi' the S[)rinL^ of iSS:;. Careful steps were taken to 
secure t!ie placiiiLC <>f the librars option on all tlie party 
tickets used, and to arouse public sentiment in supj)()rt of 
t!ie project, throuj^h the press ol' t!ie cits, syhich <^aye its 
united and cordial aid. The result ssas that the yote syas 
practically unanimous in acceptance of the lasy. Thus its 
s'.)me\yhat pecidiar proyisi(nis receiyed a popular sanction 
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80 emphatic as to remove all fear of its disturbance in the 
future. The income of the library the first year was about 
$7,000, supplemented by some $5,000 raised by subscrip- 
tions and applied to the purchase of books. Its appro- 
priation from the city was over $8,000 the past year. 
It is entirely safe to say that no money raised for toxes 
by the citizens of Paterson is paid more cheerfully than 
that which goes to the support of the Free Public Library. 
It is also interesting and important to state that the addi- 
tion of that tax has really not been felt in the smallest 
degree by any citizen, as it has not been attended by the 
slightest increase in the tax rate. It is so compara- 
tively small as to be inappreciable in the bulk of the gen- 
eral tax levy. It would perhaps not be strictly true to say 
that the people of Paterson enjoy their public library with- 
out cost, but it is true that they arc none of them conscious 
of any cost. The money is simply saved from some other 
purpose which does not need nor miss it. Mr. Prall was 
very properly made one of the first Board of Trustees and 
elected its President, an office which he held until his 
removal from the city. The present Board is composed 
of the following gentlemen : 

George Wurts, term expires. 1891 

Bobert A. Haley. *' 1892 

Oharlee Danforth, * ** 1893 

Elias J. Marsh, M. D., " 1894 

John H. Hopper, *' 1895 

KX-OFFICIO. 

Hon. Nathan Bamert, Orestes M. Brands, 

Mayor. Saperintendent of Public Intitntction. 

Following is the organization of the Board : 

PrenderU, Elias J. Marsh, M. D. 

Treasurer, Oharles Danforth. 

Secretary, Geo. F. Winchester. 

Committee on F^i nance.— Robert A. Haley, Chair imin ; John H. 
Hopper, Hon. Nathan Bamert. 

Committee on Library.— John IL Hopper, Chainttan; Elms J. Marsh, 
H. D., Charles Danforth. 

Committer on Books.— George Wurts, Chairman; E J. Marsh, M. 
D., O. M. Brands. 

Librarian. — Geo. F. Winchester. 

Amietants. — Eleanor G. Weller, Lizzie P. Scott, Stella Brands, Chas. 
P. liougwell. 

Janitor. — Charles H. Cundell. 

The Lihraiyis open (except Sundays and legal holidays) 
from 10 A. M. to 8 P. M., the hour of closing being ex- 
tended to g P. M. on Saturdays. Any residtMit of the city 
over 14 can draw books without charge of any kind and 
under very liberal rules, which are rarely abused. Xon- 
residents can become users of the library by paying one 
dollar a year. Teachers of the public schools can draw 
six books each at one time, upon subjects connected with 
the studies of the school. Seven days and two weeks are 
the limits of keeping respective classes of books. 

The reading room is free to all persons over 14 during 
its regular hours, on week days, from 9 A. M. to 10 P. M. 
and on Sundays persons above iS are admitted from 
2 P. M. to 9 P. M. The Library now contains about 
13,500 volumes. The reading room receives 23 daily 



papers, 63 weekly publications, one tri-weekly, i fort- 
nightly, 53 monthly, 3 quarterly — 144 in all. The num- 
ber of books issued from the Library' to be taken home 
was in the past year (1889) nearly 76,000. It has issued 
as high as 586 in a single day. 

For the first five years of its existence the Library was 
housed in a rented building in Church street. The ele- 
gant structure in whicli it is now installed as its perma- 
nent home, of which a cut is giyen above, was the gift to 
the City of Paterson of Mrs. Mary E. Ryle, in loving 
memory of her father, the late Charles Danforth, it having 
been the residence of that gentleman and falling to Mrs. 
Ryle by bequest. The value of the real estate was com- 
puted at about $50,000 and Mrs. Ryle not content with 
this magnificent benefaction supplemented it by paying all 
the expenses incurred in its remodelling and equipment 
for the usesof the Library, amounting to some $15,000 more. 
Tlius the gift of Mrs. Ryle aggregated about $65,000, the 
only condition made being that the building itself should 
be known as tlie *MJanforth Library Buildings," and 
that a tablet commemoratin<j: the name of Charles Danforth 
should be erected on its walls. This was, indeed, a noble 
gift to Paterson from this great hearted lady, who is 
known throuirh tlie whole city for many liberal but unos- 
tentatious acts of generosity. It is the first, but it is hoped 
will be by no means the last, strictly public endowment by 
a citizen of. Paterson for the benefit of its people. The 
Library has only very recently been removed to its new 
home, which is fitted up with every adjunct for the com- 
fort and convenience of the public that such an institution 
can haye. In tlie handsome entrance tower is a superb il- 
luminated clock, witli two faces, the liberal gift of Mr. 
William T. Ryle, a son of Mrs. Mary Ryle. In the vesti- 
bulc of the tovyer stand two statues to which attiiches great 
interest. They are of brown stone and form part of a 
group representing Tani O'Shanter and his companions^ 
carved many years ago by the sculptor Thom. Two 
of this group of four statues were lost at sea, while the 
others were purchased by Mr. Roswell L. Colt. For 
fifty years they stood in the porch on either side the door of 
his mansion on ** Colt's Hill," and were familiar figures to 
all the oKl residents of the cit\-. 'J'hev were presented to 
the Library by Mr. Morj»:an (L Colt and his sister, Mrs. 
De (irasse H. Powler, and President Marsh well said in 
his annual report for 18S9: '*This gift was very highly 
appreciated by tlie Trustees both on account of the artistic 
value of the works and also for their association with the 
past history of Paterson and with one of its leading citi- 
zens." Another gift of special value made to the Library 
during the past year was one of about seven hundred larg^ 
pliotographs presented by Mr. John (ireen. About three 
years ago Mr. (jreen retired from business and left Pater- 
son for a protracted trip around the world. On his jour- 
ney he gathered photographs representing the scenery, 
habitations, monuments and customs of the countries and 
nations which he visited, and on his recent return home 
had these photographs properly mounted and arranged, 
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mod tiien he presented them to the Library. They fill 
fourteen portfolios, and represent views in China, 
Japan, Australia, India, Egypt, Turkey and the Holy 
Land, the Azores and Madeira and several states of 
Europe. This collection of photographs is of very consid- 
erable value, and will undoubtedly be highly appreciated 
by the visitors to the Library as soon as it is made availa- 
ble. The trustees were very glad to receive these gifts of 
art treasures, as they cherish the hope that they may at no 
distant day collect many similar objects, and establish a 
museum and art gallery to add to the attractions and the 
educational value of the Library. They are especially de- 



sirous of collecting and preserving objects and relics that 
will be interesting from a local point of view. 

The number of card holders of the Library is now about 
9,000. Its operations have been much hampered by want 
of room, but now that it is housed in its elegant new quar* 
ters it is expected that its business will largely increase in 
all its departments, which have hitherto been constantly 
taxed to their utmost capacity. In Mr. George F. Win* 
Chester the Board possesses a Librarian whose fitness for 
the important and responsible post is rare indeed. Cul* 
tured, experienced, genial and indefatigable, he is clearly 
''the right man in the right place." 



Banking Institutions. 



THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 

This institution was organized in the early part of 1864, 
being among the first established in the United States un- 
der authority of the then National Currency Act. The 
bank was opened for business in May of that year, 
wi& a subscribed capital of $100,000, of which $30,000 
was paid in. William Gledhill was elected President and 
George M. Stimson Cashier. Doubtless the intent of the 
originators was that the institution, while of a senii-puhlic 
character and affording all the protection to the public, 
and advantages within the limits of the National Currency 
Act, was intended as a private institution. Failing health 
on tiie part of Mr. Stimson, the Cashier, and owner of 
most of the capital stock, coupled with a very limited busi- 
ness, and no doubt largely influenced by the fact that the 
insdtution was personal in its character, induced the direc- 
tors upon the acceptance of the resignation of Mr. Stimson 
in July of that year, to Resolve, "That the association go 
into liquidation, and be closed on and after August i , 
1864." Thus it will be observed that the city of 20,000 
inhabitants with its already too limited financial facilities, 
was about to be deprived of an institution, which though 
small could prove no less than a misfortune. 

At this important moment in the financial history of Pat- 
erson Mr. John J. Brown, then a leading merchant of the 
city, a man of broad experience, discernment and enlight- 
ened judgment, realizing the loss to the city by the closing 
of tlie institution, and further, the material benefits to be 



derived by the continuance of the bank upon a basis some- 
what commensurate with the needs of the community, be- 
came interested in securing subscriptions to the capital 
stock of $100,000, which after many discouragements was 
accomplished and the bank with a somewhat hopeful pros- 
pect was saved through the personal efforts of Mr. Brown, 
who at the reorganization in 1864, was unanimously elect- 
ed President, which office he has continued to fill for now 
over twentv-six vears to the satisfaction of his associates* 
the stockholders and all who have had occasion to transact 
business with the institution. 

The bank was formally opened to the public September 
24, 1864, with the following officers and directors: — ^John 
J. Brown, President; Jonathan S. Christie, Vice-Presi- 
dent ; Edward T. Bell, Cashier. John Cooke, John Rey- 
nolds, Henry B. Crosby, John N. Terhune, Henry M. 
Low, John J. Brown, J. S. Christie, Josiah P. Huntoon, 
John Swinburne, Patrick Curran, Edward C. May, Wil- 
liam Gledhill and George M. Stimson. 

The new institution was particularly fortunate in the se- 
lection of its cashier. The term fortunate may be permit- 
ted here, for aside from being known by Mr. Brown, he 
had not an acquaintance in Paterson. Mr. Edward T« 
Bell, who was then elected (and except for a few years in 
which he was engaged in business in New York has l>een 
cashier ever since) was admirably qualified for a position 
in a bank where the business was, so to speak, to be built 
up. Although young, having only just passed into man- 
hood, he had had several years experience in the National 
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Innk itt HnckettNtowii, where he became familiar with all 
the details of bank work, and he came alU-r being first teller 
in a hank in Jersey City, to the new work with all the en- 
thusiasm of :t young man and more than the usual knowU 
et^ of what was required in such an institution from the 
employees, as well as In all the varied details of the busi- 
aess of a bank. 

Few institutions in the country can boast of a career of 
such uniform prosperity and steady growl!i. The original 
charter expired by limitation in i88^. During this period 
of time, {about eighteen years), dividends have been paid 
to the stockholders exceeding $6.'>0,O33; State and United 
States taxes, $^03,oa3 ; leaving a net surplus of over $ i oo, 
ooo. 

The charter was extended in iSS} for 20 years. Divi- 
dends o^ 10 per cent, per annum, free of taxes, have been 
paid for several years past, the aggregate of which amounts 
to over $j03,033. It is worthy of note thai the institution 
during its existence of over twenty-six years has uniform- 
ly paid dividends in January and July of each year. 

The capital stock of the bank has been increased as rap- 
idly as the needs of the community seem to warrant, stand- 
V. at $|O0,O3D, with a surplus and profit account of 
)03, and a deposit line of from $i,SoD,oooto $2,030, 
ao3. It)^ banking building, the most substantial, impos- 
ing archilecUral structure in the city, was completed in 
871. at A cist of $140,003, now standing on the books of 
the b»n'( al $57,000. The banking rooms are hii-ge and 
IS. being located upon the second floor of the 
building. The erection of this building hastendeil to cen- 
tralize in the immediate vicinity the monetary ailiurs of the 
city. In the building are located the Post Office, Western 
Union Telegraph Company, U. S. Deputy Collector of 
Internal Revenue, Mr. F. K. McCully. German Ameri- 
can Insurance Company, besides many of tlie prominent 
lawyers of the city. 

The pressnt Board of Directors is composed of Henry 
B. Crosby, Alphens S. Allen. James Booth, \V. (). Fiiy- 
erweather, John Reynolds, (Jarrel D. Voorhis. John j. 
Brown, William Barbour, J, W. Cleveland, Garret A. 
Hobart, A. W. Rogers. Edward T. Bell, all being gentle- 
of character and public spirit, while actively engaged 
in business. 



THE SECOND NATIONAL BANK. 

ir. Geoi^eM. Stimson and some friends in 1852 or- 
id Ihe Passaic County Bank, under the statu- laws; 

capital ijf the institution was $30,000, but in 1S63 was 
increased t<i $100,000. In February, 1S65, the bank 
passed into t'le hands of Mr. James Jackson and a few 
friends, Mr. Jackson holding most of the stock and being 
the president of file bank ; David Burnet was cashier for 
miui^ ycurb ami held that position until his death. In 



1S71 the bank was reorganized under the National Banking 
Act Hi]d the name of the I'assaic County National Bank 
was assumed. The capital stock was increased to $150,- 
000 and the bank was opened for general banking pur- 
poses, having until that time been virtually a private bank. 
A nuniber of new directors were elected and the busineM 
of the institution soon began to assume considerable pro- 
portions. On July I, 1S74, Congress passed a special act 
changing the name of the institution to the Second Na- 
tional Bank of Paterson and it has since done busiiuu 
under that name. A few years ago it acquired poswBsion 
by purchase of the building in which it is located. TTie 
management of the ttiuik has always been conser\'ative and 
its semi-annual dividends of four or five per cent, come 
around with the regularity of the tide. It has.a surplus of 
$75,000 and an ever increasing line of deposits amountin|r 
at present to about three-quarters of a million of dollars. 
Its board of dii'ectors i.s composed of some of the most en- 
terprising and successful business men of Patcrson. Con- 
fidence in the ability of its directors and officers has placed 
the bank among the most popular institutions in the ctt^'. 
The following are the officers of the bank: President, 
James Jackson; vice president, F. C. Van Dyk; cashier, 
James W. Row: assistant cashier, William D. Blauveft; 
board of directors, James Jackson, F. C. Van Dyk, Peter 
Doremus. Samuel Nathan, Peter Qiiackenbush, Charles D. 
Beckwith, Louis A. Piagct, J. A. Van Winkle. 



THE PATER30N NATIONAL BANK. 

The P.-iterson National Bank started into business on the 
loth of July, iSSt). with a capittl of $200,000, and- 

although in op^-ratlon but a short time is already doing « 
most satisfactory busini;ss, its volume of deposits having 
reached between $100,000 and $700,000. The institutitm 
is established for a general banking business, includii^ 
collections on Patersoii anil all p>ints in Northern NeW 
Jersey. William Strange is President. H. B. Parke, Vice 
President and II. C. Knox, cashier. Mr. Strange is aa 
widely known as the .\nicrican silk industry, being file 
head of the great silk manufacturing concern bearing the 
title of the William Strange Company; Mr. Parke, « 
native of Patcrson, acting head of the new banking institu- 
tion, is identified with her industries, and is also lar^ly 
experienced ui banking business through his connection 
for twenty-two years with tlie National Broadway Bank of 
New York city. Mr. Knox also poss:;sscs eminent fitness 
for his importimtand responsible position ihruugli his long 
experience in financial operations in \i« ^ork city, 
where he was formerly Assistant National Hank Exam- 
iner. He is a nephew of Hon. John |itv Knox, for twenty 
years United States Comptroller of llii- Currency. The 
Board of Directors is composed as follow a: liubcrt V^' 
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bour, President Barbour Flax-Spinning Co. ; John W. 
Griggs, lawyer; John S. Cooke, President Cooke Loco- 
motive and Machine Co. ; William Barbour, of the Bar- 
bour Bros. Co. ; F. W. Allen, Samuel J. Watson, of 
Watson Machine Co. ; Watts Cooke, President Passaic 
Rolling Mill Co. ; Wm. Strange, Wm. T. Ryle, silk 
importer; Samuel V. S. Muzzy, Harwood B. Parke, 
Henry C. Knox. The stock of the institution is well dis- 
tributed, the shareholders including all classes and all lines 
of business being represented, which renders the new 
financial enterprise exceedingly popular in the community 
A handsome building is about completed for occupancy 
by the bank, and for other purposes, at a central location 
in Market street, one of the principal business arteries of 
ihe city. The building is 46x80, five stories in height and 
practically fire-proof, the material being mainly iron, stone 
^nd brick. The first fioor will be occupied as a banking 
room and is elegantly fitted up in marble, and communi- 
cates with a safe deposit vault having accommodation for 
600 boxes. The vault is absolutely burglar and fire proof, 
being furnished with time locks of the latest improved pat- 
tern and all the best approved attaclnnents. Safe deposit 
ibr silver plate and more bulky articles is furnished in the 
basement vaults immediatelv umlerncath the other, and in 
connection therewith. The remaining four floors are 
fitted up in the best manner for occupancy as law ofiices, 
etc., the entire building being heated, ventilated, illumin- 
ated, furnished with elevators and all modern appliances for 
convenience and comfort. 



The Paterson Savings Institution 



In the early part of 186S public attention was directed 
through several articles in ^he Dailv Press, to the needs 
of a savings bank in the city for the accommodation of a 
Jarge number of our citizens who were compelled at great 
inconvenience, as well as risk, to seek such facilities at 
Newark, Jersey City and New York. The people had so 
long suffered from the absence of these facilities that the 
beneficent influences of a well organized savings bank, as 
well as the material benefits to the conununity, were seem- 
ingly lost to public view. Doubtless the closing of the 
Paterson Savings Hank a few years prior to this time had 
a marked influence in deterring the people from assuming 
the responsibility of organization and management of an 
institution of this character. The onlv financial institu- 
dons in the city at this time were the First National and 
the Passaic Countv National Banks. While these institu- 
tions were liberal in their management and fulfilling their 
mission as banks of discount, interest was not paid on de- 
posits. The need became so pressing for the establish- 
ment of an institution which should meet a want of the 
thousands of our citizens, who sought not only a place of 
jufety for their limited means, but interest upon the same, 



that application was made to the legislature of the State for 
a charter, which had been carefully prepared, somewhat 
out of the usual form for savings banks in providing a 
guarantee fund as surety for depositors. The act was 
passed in April, 1869. The capital of $100,000 was sub- 
scribed by the following persons, who became the first 
Board of Trustees : — 

A. S, Allen, Stephen Allen, John J. Brown, H. B. 
Crosby, P. Curran, J. S. Christie, A. Derrom, James 
Dunn, W. W. Fairbanks, J. P. Huntoon, John Hopper, 
R. Hamil, E. C. May, John Reynolds, John Swinburne, 
John N. Terhune and Edward T. Bell ; Robert Hamil was 
elected president, Andrew Derrom vice-president and Ed- 
ward T. Bell secretary and treasurer. 

The institution was formally opened at 122 Congress 
(now Market) street. May i, iS^^. For two years busi- 
ness was continued in this location, the bank being open 
on Wednesdav and Saturdav evenings of each week. 

The premises 2'ti^>^ Main street (Congress Hall) were 
leased and occupied May i, 1871, after which the bank 
was opened daily and on Saturday evenings. The charter 
expired by limitation in April, 18S9. The institution had 
proven not only a great success, but of such incalculable 
benetit to the people, that the managers unanimously re- 
solved to apply to the State authorities for an extension of 
the charter, which was granted for the full period of fifty 
years from April 2, 1889. 

Mr. Robert Hamil resigned the presidency in 1876, af- 
ter sening most acceptably for a period of seven years. 
Mr. John Reynolds who had ser\-ed the institution in the 
honorary position as vice president (succeeding Col. Der- 
rom,) was unanimously elected to the vacancy. Mr. Rey- 
nolds was one of tlie promoters of the bank and from the 
organization to the present time he has been most inti- 
mately identified with it, guarding the progress, growth 
and usefulness with zeal and intelliirence. 

Mr. Edo I. Merselis was elected secrctarv and treas- 
urer in the fall of 1872, succeeding Mr. l^ell, who had re- 
si«>ned. Mr. Merselis entered the bank as <jeneral clerk 
at its organization. He has therefore been continuously in 
its service for over tvventv vears. Durinjj this time he 
has by diligence, courtesy and painstaking care, with his 
thorough and systematic methods, earned for himself an 
honorable record as a bank ofiicer. 

The present ofticers are: — John Reynolds, president; 
Henry B. Crosby, vice president; Edo 1. Merselis, secre- 
tarv and treasurer. 

m 

The following exhibit of the institution is taken from the 
ofticial report to the State, January i, 1890: — 

ASSETS. LIABILITIES. 

Cash $109,242. 46 Due De|)OBitors, . . . .ii«3,558,911.50 

U. S. Bonds 252,01)0.00 Capittil stock ; 80,000.00 

MuniciiMil BoujIs ....1,1 08, 934. 18 Surplus, •. 270, 610. 40 

Bonds ct Moilfjrjiges. 1,267.046.28 

Temporary loans 962,953.16 

Interest accrued 38,745. 82 

KeiU estate 77.600.00 

Furniture and Fixtures 3,000.00 

$3,909,521.90 )|3, 909, 521.90 
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It is now twcnt3'-one years since the institution was or- 
ganized. During this period, perhaps the most momen- 
tous in the finnncial history of any couiitrj", "'runs" upon 
the hank of gre^iter or less magnitude have occurred dur- 
ing limes of local excitement, or anxiety, resulting from 
commercial or financial revulsions. In all cases every de- 
mand upon the bank has been paid un presentation. It 
has likewJBe regularly paid interest to depositors in No- 

IvemlwraHd May of each year since its organization, the 
ntes being asfollov^-s: 
May, 1869. to May, 18T7 fl per cent. 
Mrj, 1877, to May, 1879 5 ■■ 
May, 1879, to Nov.. 1«80 4^ " 
Nov., 1B80, to May, 1886 4 " 
May, 1686, and Binoe ,...^ '• 
A more extended idea may he obtained of the hencfi- 
eent inHueiicc of the bank from the following exhibit, 
fetal amount deposited Id May 1, 1890 93O.S4O,QO0 00 

" dmwo " " '■ 16,9411,000 00 

BnIiuiGeon<1epositMayl, 1890 3,600,000 W 

Interrst (inid depoaitora ... I.UEO.IIOO 00 

Number of open aeconnla 13,017 00 

Average nmount to the credit i^ each depoaitor May I, 

1890 276 77 



Qiiite recently tlie managerK purchased a site for s 
building at the comer of Main and Market streets, known 
us Congress Hall ; the plot is regarded as the must eligi- 
ble, as well as the most valuable in the city, it being about 
sixty feet on Main street and one hundred feet on Market 
street. The price paid was over $75,000. It is the inten- 
tion of the managers to commence the constniction of a 
building during the present year, which when completed 
will enable the institution to enjoy much needed addilional 
accommodations and doubtless it will become the moat 
striking architectin-al as well as the most elegant building 
in the city. 

The board of managers consist of the following well 

John Reynolds, 
G. D. Voorhis. 
John Hopper, 
John J. Brown, 
John H. Robinson 
William L. WiUia 
Henry B. Crosby-, 
Edo 



G. A. Hobart. 

Edward T. Bell, 

E. B. King. 

John H. Reynolds, 

W.H. Williams, 
ns, A. S. Allen, 

James Atkinson^ 
1. Merselis. 
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Land Titles in Passaic County 



By WM. NELSON, Attorney-at-Law and Corresponding Secretary of New Jersey Historical Society. 




d[f'^r|il|HE origin ot' the land titles in any locality, while 

•^ii^SJJL^ iisuallv interesting^- from an historical ])oint of 

' ^J^ ' view, is of threat practical \ alne to tlie wonkl- 

*^'?be purchaser of real estate, who is ot'ten deterred 

°^,* from investinGT by the discovery ot une\j)ected 

**" ditficulties in tracing the title to the land desired. 

The statutes of New Jersey ])rovide that 'Mio 
person who now hath, or hereafter may have, any right or 
title of entry into anv lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
shall make any entry therein, but within twenty years next 
after such right or title shall accrue ; and such j^erson shall 
be barred from any entry afterwards ; provided always, that 
the time during which the person who hath or shall have 
such rififht or title of entrv, shall have been under the a<re 
■of twenty-one vears, or insane, shall not be taken or com- 
puted as part of the said limited period of twenty years." 
The law further provides that *' every real, possessory, an- 
cestral, mixed or other action, for any lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, shall be brought or instituted within twenty 
years next after the right or title thereto, or cause of such 
action shall accrue, and not after; provided always, that 
the time during which the person who hath, or shall have 
such ri^ht or title, or cause of action, sliall ha\e been 
under the ae:e of twenty-one years, or insane, shall not be 
taken or computed as part of the said limited period of 
twenty years.'* Hence, twenty years' cjuiet possession of 
a tract of land is accepted generally as evidence of perfect 
title, and very few lawyers or conveyancers ever extend a 
search beyond that period. 

Mortgages on which no interest has been paid lor twenty 
years are presumed to have been paid. Judgments are 
good only for twenty years, unless the delendant remo\ es 
from the State, in which case the period of his absence is 
not included within the twenty years. 

As there may be cases where the statute of limitations 
does not run, as in the cases of minor heirs, absent defend- 
ants, and others, the law goes finther to protect the title of 
the occupant of lands, and provides **that sixty years' act- 



ual possession of any lands, tenements, or other real estate, 
uninterruptedly continued by occupancy, descent, convey- 
ance ov otherwise, in whatever way or manner such pos- 
session luight ha\e connuenced, or have been continued, 
shall vest a full and complete right and title in every actual 
possessor or occu[)ier of such lands, tenements, or other 
real estate, and shall be a good and sufficient bar to all 
claims that mav be made, or actions commenced by any 
person or persons whatever, for the recovery of any such 
lantls. tenements, or other real estate." 

The title to all lands in the State of New Jersey is de- 
rived ultimately from Kin<^ Charles II. of En«:land, who 
by royal patent, dated Alarch 12, 1664, conveyed Xew 
Jersey, Xew ^'ork and Xew b^ni^land to his brother, 
James, Duke of ^Ork, afterwards KiuLT lames 11. of Enjr- 
land. Hy deeds of lease and release, dated June 23-4, 
1664. James, Duke of ^'o^k, conveyed the territory now 
kn«)\vn as Xew Jersey to John, Lord Berkeley, and Sir 
(Jeorge Carteret. i5erkeley and Carteret divided Xew 
Jersey between them, I5erkelev takinir the southern or 
western half, and Carteret the northern or eastern half. 
In 1^)73 the Dutch captured New York and Xew Jersey, 
which the\ surrendered in i^>7-(, and as the title to the con- 
quered soil was thereb\ considered to have reverted to the 
King, Charles II. gave another irrant to the Duke of York 
for Xew Jersey and other territory, dated June 29, 1674, 
and the Duke in turn ^rave a new urant to Carteret for 
East Xew Jersey, by lease and release dated July 2S-9, 
1674. Carteret dying in 16S0, left I'^ast Jersey to Trus- 
tees, to be sold for the beneHt of his creditors, and the ter- 
ritory was put up at auction in L()n(k)n and sold for 
l'3,4cx), to William Penn and ele\en associates, the lease 
and release being dated February 1-2, 16S2. The new 
purchasers immediately associated with theiuselves twelve 
others, and the better to confuni their title James, Duke 
of "^'ork, In' patent (kited March 14, 1683, .i^*ive a new 
grant to the T\yenty-four Proprietors. It is from this 
Board of East Jersey Proprietors that all titles to the soil 
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|of New Jersey — cxcqJt lor lamis under ti<lewatiT — Jirt 
[ traced. 

Tlic first conveyance of lund in Passaic CouiUy «as 
—made in 1678. by Sir George Carteret, to Christopher 
KBoogland, of Staten Island. It was for two tracts of land, 
^JS atrea in all. in what is now known as the Dundee sec- 
Ion of the city of Passaic. Hoogland sold the next year 
» Hartman Vreeland, and the land remained in an almost 
inbrokeu tract in the possession of his descendants until about 
e year 1S30, when the Dundee Manufacturing Company 
KiUght most of it, and erected cotton mills on it. In 18^1 
c name of the Company was changed to "The Dundee 
Vater Power and Land Company," and the corporation 
[an to push the sale of its lands for mill-sites and for 
filVsidences. Substantially all titles to land in the Dundee 
Ktioii of Passaic are now traced only to this Company, 
( title having been thoroughly established by frequent 
Mr^es. 

AU the rest of the land in Passaic City, in Acquackanonk 
iDwnship and in all of the city of Paterson south of the 
hsaaic river, except a small strip in the extreme western 
tdge of the city, was conveyed in 16S5 by the Board of 
Cast Jersey Proprietors to fourteen Dutclt settlers, mostly 
1 liergen and New Amsterdam. In Passaic City, must 
F this land remained in the possession of the descendants 
f the original patentees until about the year iS6z, when 
pnuch of it was put on the market. Practicully all the land 
n Pliasaic city has its title so thoroughly and so frequently 
Nirched that it is not considered iiecess;iry to go back 
lore than twenty years to trace its origin. 
_ In tlie township of Acquackanonk — the Indian name of 
K territory patented in 1685 — most of the land has re- 
t«d in the possession of the original patentees and 
elf descendants until witliin twenty or thirty years, and 
B title is easily traced. 

' That part of Paterson south of the PasHiiic river and cast 
f the ridge broken tlirough by the Passnic Falls, was di- 
d abwit the year 1714 into twenty-eight farms of 74 
I (about 150 acres) each, and with few exceptions 
BieKC farms remained in the possession of the original 
owners to whom thev had been allotted, until 1792. In 
that year the ^"ciety for Establishing l^seful Manufac- 
incorporated by the New Jersey Legislature in the 
1791, to found a great manufactiu'ing emporium, 
[ht 760 acres of land at and below the Passaic Falls. 
\ Society retained nearly all of this land, until about 
eyear 1835, and still owns extensive tracts in the city of 
Nobotly thinks it necessary to go back of tlie 
eiety's title, and this fad greatly simplifies searching in 
hterson. 

t llie tract known as Riverside remained in the possess- 
r6n of the descendants of the original patentee until iSfi";. 
i^hen 300 ;icrcH passed into the hands of the Riverside 
Land IinprovcLncnt Company, which developed the prop- 
y and ptit it on die market, with such success that the 
Company has not owned an acre uf land there for years. 
Hid the tfHCt has been built up with extensive mills di^- 



voted to varioufl industries. No search of title for tliis 
tract need go back of the Riverside Land Improvement 
Company. 

The greater part of the city of Paterson lying cast of 
EUst Eighteenth street, and extending to East Forty-second 
street and the Passaic river, remained in farm lands imtil 
about the year 1865, and the title was principally in the de- 
scendants of tlie original patentees, or in their inmieiliNte 
grantees. 

The title to nearly all the land in the present Fifth. 
Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Wards of Paterson is traced to 
the Society for Establishing Useful Manufactures. In Uie 
year 1828 Roljert Carrick, a shrewd Scotch cotlmi nianu 
facturer. bought from one of the original families, a large 
tract in the present Fillh Ward, and had it mapped out 
into lots, which were sold according to his map, during 
the ensuing forty years. His title is considered the found- 
ation for all searches in that section. In the year i$i6 the 
Society U. M, conveyed to the State of New Jersey exten~ 
sive tracts of land in tlie Third, Fourth and Fifth Wards« 
which were sold hy the State subsequent to 1S35, accord- 
ing to maps prepared for the purpose. 

Thus it will be seen that the tide to nearly or quite every 
part of the city of Paterson south of the Passaic river it 
easily traceable to the Society U. M., or to some «f the 
descendants of the original patentees, or to grantees whose 
title is so well esstablished as to require no further inves- 
tigation. Indeed, it is a simple matter to trace the title of 
this section to the original patentees in 1665. 

Totowu, as the Indians called it, being the northern part 
of Paterson, lying north and west of the Passaic river, aad 
west of Clinton street, was comcyed by the Board of East 
Jersey Proprietors to George Willocks hy patent dated 
Nov. 3. 1636, and by him to Anthony Brockholls (Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of New York), Helmegh Roelofsc and 
Roelof Helmeghse, who in 1723 divided (he 1.500 acres 
into three lots — Numbers I, 2 and 3, Brockholls taking a 
and 3, and the other owners — now known as the Vdn 
Huutens — taking lot No. 1, lying to the extrcnic west of 
the tract, and retaining possession of that section until 
widiin a very recent date. The Brockholls heirs sold too 
acres out of Lot No. 3. in 1755. to the Rev. David Mw^ 
inus, who in 1760 conveyed to Gerrit Van Houle, w1b> 
dying about r7ijo-5, left his lands to his children. ftOflU 
whom the title is easily traced. Lot No. 2 also passed into 
the h.inds of the Van Houtens and their relatixes. The 
remainder of Lot \<t. 3, comprising 628 acres, was sold 
by the executors of Henry Brockholst, son and heir-at-law 
of Anthony Brockholls, in 1768, to Gcrrcbrandl Van Hou' 
ten, Helmegh Van Houten. Martin Rycrson iind Ahra- 
ham Godwin, who divided the purchase into seven tracts, 
which they took in severalty, and which remjiined in their 
families mostly until about the year rB25,.so that the title In 
this whole neighborhood is easily tmccd. 

That part of the First Ward lying east of Clinton street 
was included in tlie Wagaraw patent, given by the Boai'd 
of East Jersey Proprielois in 1709 to Frans Ryetson, in 
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whose descendants the haul remained until about sixty 
years a«^o, when it was mostly sold in larjj^e parcels, to in- 
vestors, who caused it to be mapped out into lots, which 
were sold by these maps durinjj the ensuin<^ tliirty or forty 
years. 

Another fact that simplilies the scarchinjjjof titles in Pat- 
erson is the custom that lias been followed durini^ the past 
twenty-five years of or<^ani/inj^ land companies to l)uy up 
extensive tracts and improve them. The titles of these 
companies have been so frecpientlv scrutinized that it is sel- 
dom thou<^ht worth while to ^o back of them. 

There exist to this day fences markinu" boundary lines in 



the city of Paterson that were established so lonp^ ago as 
171-^. Within ten years an extensive farm, known as the 
\"an llouten tract, \\\\\\i on Broadway and adjacent 
streets, has been put on the market and sold ofiin buildinjj^ 
lots, on winch have been erected dwellin<rs costiuLf in the 
airrrrei^ate between five and ten million dollars, and yet imtil 
within ten years no (\<2ki\\ has ever been ^iven for this prop- 
erty, it ha\ in;^ passed b\ descent or devise durintj; a period 
of two centuries. 

The facts iriven above sliow that it is an eas\' matter for 
an\ intending- ])urchaser to satisfy himself reirardino- land 
titles iu Paterson. Passaic and Acquackanonk. 



Paterson's Water Supply 



in:iN(; a ins i okicai, sKi:rcii oi- ini: tassaic wa i i:k (ompan^. 



By Mr. JOHN J. BROWN, President of the First National Bai.k. 



^ I TIE first record in the books of the Passaic Water 

-'' Compan\ is the followini^; : — 

rATi:i:s..N, X. .1 , F.I.. 11. IS.VI. 

A meetiug of tlio Coiuinissioin^i-s of tlir ra->-.n«- Wat' r (' mit'.my \va< 
held this cvoniiit(, whni it was a^r* (nl unaniiuon-ly that tlh Icllnw- 
ing notiire V)e j^ivon in tlie ratcisou (In Uiliaii and Vwv. r--t>n Ii>t< 1!:- 

geucer : — 

NoTiei:. 

The books for tho r^ubscription of tlu- capital -t xk of tlu' ••I\is^aiv- 
Water Oompuny" will bv- op» u at ihf olVrv ol" r. S. Van WaLr-n- i- .>n 
Tues.hiy 7th, \Ve(hi«.H,lay sth au 1 'i'huix liy t!ir '.'tli div^ ot Mai<l). 
1854, from 10 o'clock, A. M., until 5 o'clock V. M.. each d ly. 

Sigurd, T. 1>. lloxsi V. 

.loHN .1. 1>U(»WN. 

C. S. Van Waoom.i:, 
• Ions Dkk V, 
Samiil Smiih. 
Paterson, Feb. 14, I80I. 

At a snbsetjnent meetlni^ of the Comniissioners held 
March 4th, an orii^ani/ation was made b\ the choice of Mr. 
Van \Va<roncr as President of the Commission, Mr. Drew 
as Secretary and Mr. Prown a^ rreasiner. It was order- 
ed that when snbscriptions were made to the ca|)ital stock 
on the opening of tlie books, that ten per cent, sliould be 
paid; namely one per cent, in cash and nine per cent. 
in checks, which should be approved by the treasurer. 

Pursuant to the notice, the books for subscription were 




oj)encMl on tiie daxs named. It is possible that if this oc- 
cuirence had taken pkice in this \ ear of L^race iSc^o, there 
mioht ha\e been. e\cii in Paler-on. a desire to |:)ush on an 
enUi])rise ofs.) ^leal moineiit, as the introduction of pure 
water. Ihil at this taiU d.ite, onl\ few took interest in it, 
and the fnU ainnunl olthe sni)scrlj)tlon to the capital stock 
w as (»nl\ et)ini)lcte(l I>\ Mr. |()hn R\le, who had already 
snb'-crihed for the lari^esi part. tillinL^- up the amoimt 
needeJ, b\ snbserihin- for the balance. This was done at 
thi" last honr ol' tlie la^t (la\ . be'ore elosinLC the bool- s. 

'I'he ori;_;inal snbsei'lbers to the stock wei'e as follows: 
b>hn R\le. K. L. Coll, Thomas i). lloxsey, b>hn T. 
Prow 11. Andiew Derrom, Thomas 'fhorp. William Ryle, 
[r., C S. \'an Wagoner, Peter I^\le. 

'fhe amount of the capital stock thus subscribed for was 
$!(;(>. ()(X). ( )n the 1 ith oT March notice was ;^i\en b\- the 
connnlssioners, in th.e j)a])eis before named, that the stock- 
holdeis would meet tor organization. This meetin^»- took 
place on the 30th of March and lesulted iu the election of 
t:ie ibllowini;-, as a Poard of Directors : 

b)hn R\le, Roswell L. Colt, Cornelius vS. \\\\\ \Va<r- 
oner, Thos. D. lloxsey, John J. J^rown, Peter Rvle, 
Thomas Thorp. 
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On the 13th ^uj- of April, the HrKt meeting of the lioard 
of Directors wiis htlil. At this meeting Thomas D. Hox- 
sev was elected president, William Ryte, Jr., treasurer, 
anil Thomas Thorp, secretary, all for one year. It may 
lie mentioned here that Mr. William Ryle, Jr., was the 
late Mr. Ryle, so well known as a large manufacturer and 
importer of silk, and not the present Superintendent of the 
Company, who bears tlie same name. At this meeting 
hIbo, it was resolved tliat John Ryle, C. S. V'an Wngoner 
and Thomas D. Hoxsey should visit and inspect the water 
work^at BuHalo, Cincinnati and Philadelphia at the ex- 
peose of the company. 

Thus was started into being a company almost without 
friends; quite without money, with an utter lack of experi- 
ence ; with a very inadequate conception of what a water 
tmpply to a city meant; with everything to Icam and at a 
period when only the larger cities had introduced water. 
As may be imagined, an enterprise like this, requiring so 
to speak a giant's strength with only the power of a child 
could only be attended by a world of care, anxiety and 
trouble, and could only be accomplished after manv mis- 
takes. As has been mentioned, the force of circumstances 
compelled Mr. Ryle to lake a larger part ot the capital 
stock of the company, than even his very liberal ideas and 
hopeful disposition had prompted him to do. This be- 
came a s mice both ot weakness and strength ti the com- 
pany. The position of Mr. Ryle was one of pnwer by 
reason of his having large rights to the w.iters of the Pas- 
nic river, derived from agreements with the Society U. 
M. He also had pumping facilities at the "Gun Mill" and 
hail control of the waters of the lower basin below the 
falls. This g«ve him the power of being greatly useful to 
the company which now his large ownership ol the capi- 
tal slock made him, of course, willing to be. On the other 
hand the large subscription which he made involved large 
Cash payments, too large indeed, to come from one pocket. 
It may be borne in mind, by the older readers of this 
sketch, that dollars in those days meani a good deal more 
than they do now. Paterson had then no reservoirs of 
capital such as national and saving banks to go to, and 
neither real estate, nor silk machinery nor even silk it- 
Self, such little as was here at that time, could build water 
works. Hence tlie early rscords of the Water Company 
show a series of trials, delays, makeshifts and disappoint- 
ments from this lack of cash means. Some of these were 
foreseen and inevitable, some as may be supposed, came 
unhidden, but nil alike were unwelcome. 

Aa an illustration of the value of the dollar of that day, 
and also of what we in this extravagant age might call a 
gtim joke, the following resolution was passed at a meet- 
ing which provided for the election of directors for the 
second year: 



'■ Resolved. 'Miat Thos. D. H.i.-i.'.cy lu- paid t 
one hundred dollar.", for his senices as Pre-idi 
past year, imd that the Secretary and the Tn 
each paid ten dotlani for the same term." 
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From the very first, and it may he added here, to the 
very last Mr. Rvie took an intense interest in the Water 
Company. This did not grow alone out iif hie large hold- 
ings of capital stock, nor out of his connection with the in- 
terest he had in the valuable water privileges before named. 
His mind was a broad one, and took in large interest audc 
from that of gain, so that in the development of tlits ^mtj 
boon to the city of Paterson, his money interest in I 
Company compelled him to go on, but it was suhordUMte \ 
to his public spirit and desire for the public good which 
constantly led the advance. His intimate friends know . 
quite well, that a good deal of his life was spent in what 
he, in his sometimes use of the Yorkshire dialect called 
"worrtling' over his business troubles. He lived lu see 
the promised land of the great success of his cherished 
scheme. He scarcely more than entered it, but he doubt- 
les-i felt that he could leave to his children some of the 
results of the care, anxiety and trials of a gcner.ition of J 
years. He was able in the later years of his life, i 
ring to the terrible disaster which swept away his 
by the burning of the "Murray Mill," to say "I was rui^ 
bv fire, I w.is saved by water." 

FJRST SLPIM.V AND POVVKIt. 

To go back in our history; Mr. kyle had bcfote'l 
time acquired possession of n part of the Falls property 
now owned by the Water Company. He had constructed 
the reservoir now known as the "lower reservoir " lh«n. 
however, quite small in extent; and he had at the "Gun 
Mill" a surplus of power beyond the needs of the mill. 
He projwsed to the Company, for a certain sum per 
annum, to supply them with water from his reservoir, the 
w.iter to Vie torced into the reservoir by his power irom 
below. This was alt in anticip;ition of the mains to be>j 
laid by the Company. This inadequate and costly sch< 
for lining water to that altitude, with all the risks of pipUOj^lJ 
so rapid a stream as the Passaic often is, so near the &(laf.,1 
was alter considerable negotiations adopted; and this Bt^ f 
supply, and for several years after the oidy supply, wat by. 1 
this crude and make-shift method of sending the very » 
back, which had just tumbled over the falls, and which' 
again came back thiough reservoir and mains to the stl«at* J 
below. So great a mistake must be attributed to ini 
ence, to lack of means for a more perlect way, an 
haps charitably, as one of the same kind of mistakes U 
nearly always attend new enterprises. 

LAVJN-G MAINS. 

In the autumn of 1S55 various cities and towns 
ited to ascertain the relative value of the so called cement 
pipes. Full reports were made on the subject, especially i 
by Genera! Hoxsey, the President, and in June. 1856, the * 
directors voted to adopt the cement pipes for street mains. 
The sizes for the various streets were determined upon aod 
a contract was entered into with The Patent Water and Gas ! 
Pipe Co., of Jersey City for U quantity of the pipes and 
the layiiig of the same. It is worthy of record, tl-at the 
first contract made with that Company contemplated the 
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laying of over fifty thousand feet of mains, or over ten 
miles. The contract for trcnchin<^ was given to Thos. A. 
Qiain, a contractor then living in this city. 

ISSUK OF BONDS. 

It need scarcely be said after mentioning the inadequate 
means with which the Company was launched into being, 
that money would have to be bo rowed sooner or later; 
and so it was; oidv it was ""^sooner" and not *'hiter." At 
this early time, with large expenditures before tliem, and 
the expectation of revenue only in the future, it need not 
be wondered at that the contract with the Pipe C()m]:)any 
contemplated the payment of a part of the work in boiuls. 
These bonds were accepted l)y the Pipe C(^iiipan\ , and 
thus was issued the first ot a class of securities which have 
become nearly as familiar to tlie investors of Paterson as 
the municipal bonds of the city itself. These bonds were 
not for a large amount and of course have been louir since 
paid. There have been some days since that time, which 
might well be called dark days for the Couipanv ; some 
days when it was difficult to raise all the monev lluit was 
needed for their many wants, init never from that early day 
of small things to the present has there been a dav when 
the bond-holder waited for the payment of his interest 
coupon. 

CONTRACT Wrril THE CVV\ . 

As might have been expected, the company made early 
application to the City Council for a contract foi the use 
of hvdiants for fire protection. As is often tiie case in 
matters of this kind, the company were met by manv de- 
lays and questions, though not ([uite by refusals. vStill the 
questions would arise as to the pressure, the (quantity, the 
capacity of the pipes, the strength of the pipes; and then 
above all, the compensation. Without settling these cpies- 
tions the company went on steadily with the work. The 
mains were laid, and from lack ol l)etter directir-ns. the hv- 
draiits placed where it was thought they would do the most 
good. Before the final agreement and whilestill the mains 
were onh' partly laid and the city partly supplied, a (he 
took place at the corner of Main and \'an llouten streets, 
where the Continental Hall building was afterward erect- 
ed. The prevention of a large conflagration Iw means of 
the new hydrants was so clearly demonstrated tliat most 
of the questions were answeied at (jnce, and thev being re- 
moved, satisfactory agreement was arrived at. >ince 
that time there have been several contracts made between 
the two corporations, for the supply of hydrants and other 
public uses, always it is believed to nuitual satisfactic^n. 

(^UIET PKOGKHSS. 

In the beginning of 1857 ^'^^ Company purchased from 
Mr. Kyle so much of the tails property as was then 
deemed necessary for their use. This was the first pur- 
chase of real estate which in later days has assumed large 
proportions. About this time the Company engaged an 
office for themselves. Hitherto they had used the treas- 
urer's office. As a commentary on those early times and 
limited ideas which were the rule, it may be named that it 



was voted ''to lease the rooms above Burnett's book store, 
lately used by the City Council, for five years, at eij»hty 
dollars per annum " These rooms be it known had been 
previously occupied by the city as a Council Chamber at 
sixty dollars per amium. ''Great Scott I" some one ex- 
claims, '*the Paterson Citv Hall at sixtv dollars a year." 
Bear in miiul, gentle reader, that this was in the year of 
grace 1S57, when city officials furnished their own offices 
and their own furniture. 

During this and the succeeding year the services of Gen- 
eral Hoxsey as President were deemed so efficient and val- 
uable that his salary was fixed at $200 p<,'r annum, and the 
sum of $^00 was voted to him as extra compensation for 
services as engineer and counsel for the Company ; $50 
per aniuun was likewi>-e deemed the proper figure for the 
salary of the secretary. DurintJ^ this and the following 
year the mains were laid and water was supplied to what 
was then called the North Ward. This was by means of 
a pipe laid on the st« ne piers under the fiooring of the 
county bridge, j)ermis-ion having been previously obtained 
froiu the Hoard of I'^eeholders. 

tIIANc;R OF POWER. 

The years of 1S5S-59 and '60 were years of gradual in- 
crease in the users of water ; increase in expenses and a 
continuous demand for more money. These years also de- 
veloped the utter ina''e()uacy of the means for supplying 
the reservoir to meet the increased demand for water. 
Various changes were suggested from time to time, but not 
until 1 861 was a determination arrived at, to make a radi- 
cal ch.'Uige in the method of pumping. 

The credit of this great change should be awarded to 
General Hoxsey. It was that the power at the Great 
Falls should be utilized for pumping, while at the same 
time the water of the river above the Falls should be used 
for sup})lyii g the re-ervoir instead of taking it from the 
basin below. This conunon sense idea, and one very easy 
to sve the merit of, after it was done, was a longer time in 
being accomplished th m would now be imagined. What 
any one can now see ho\y to do was then supposed to be 
too large a \yojk for the then feeble Company. Coliunbus 
and the egg over again. J^till it \yas done. A committee 
consi>ting of the president, the treasurer ami Mr. Andrew 
Herroiu were emj)owered to examine methods, consult 
competent engineers and rej)ort as to the |)racticability and 
cost. I'he outcome of this w;is in the autumn of this year, 
Mr. I'^mil (je\ lene, an engineer of Philadelphia, was con- 
tracted with to execute the work, he being furnished 
with a turbine wheel from Dayton, Ohio ; rock excavation 
and mason work by Peterson (jitarrvmen and the promise 
of means of payment by the treasurer, the whole work be- 
ing under the superintendence of (ieneral Hoxsey. This 
method of usiug a put of Passiic Falls still goes on. 
There h;is l)een need of eidargemcnt certainly; the turbine 
of that day has given place to a larger one, the excavation 
in the rock has been made deeper so that more power 
could be obtained, but the plans of General Hoxsey for the 
method and his promise of the results was a marked sue- 
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The hitter end of the ycnr b:in^ the fir=t mention of the 
' id ot :i becond reservoir. There was liowever, no fiir- 
ihcr iictio 1 on it until c.irly in the fuUowing year, when 
Messrs. Hoxsey, Brown and Dtrroni werc»ppointcd to in- 
terview the city nulliorities with o ptopdsal for the exten- 
sion of the present contract for the snpply of hydrants. 
Th s w-M, iM a preiiitiiniiry consid ration to uiil the Com 
piiiiy hcfore undertaking so lar-^e iin expenditure of 
mniity. Notwithstanding thu urgent nei-d of meeting the 
reaioiiable dem:inds for a better snpply of wutcr, xiirious 
CKtises jirovented action, and tike m.iny other corporations 
before, .tml lis many no doubt, will do hereaflei. much talk 
and linlc performance ws the order of the day ; so tbiit 
ihrtc or four years esc iped before the second, now calleil 
the miildle reservoir, Wiis buill. 



In the winter of 1S67 an unexpected iind terrific dis^ister 
bcfel the Company. It may be st.ited thiit the entire 
vtaier snpply of the city at this time, came through a 
lurgt! main, laid on a bridge bnilt for that pnrjiose cross- 
ing the river from the Valley of the Rocks to the '-Gun 
'Miil" ytird. iJuring n heavy freshel, either by the power 
the current, or by the heavy masses of ice which came 
the torrent of water, the bridge was carried aw.iy and 
'tours« the pipes with it This lelt the cityeuliiely wilh- 
iiut water It needs no word» to tell what this meant. 
Piwtuiwtely the Pulerson Gas Company had at that lime 
quite a stock of large iron pipe on hand This gave a 
chance to rep.iir, with little losd of lime, what promised to 
benne of the great disasters to the city. Ayain Gen. Hox- 
■ey's energy and prompt action helped to lessen the dtira- 
if the calamity. New pipes were connected with the 
lk«n pipes leading from the reservoir au<l were laiil 
;h great rapidity on the surface of the ground (no 'inie 
ling taken for excavation) along the Valley of the Kocks 
to the bridge then standing, called the "Rylc bridge," 
crsing thv bridge and into the Gun Milt yard, where 
they were attached to the pipes on the srjulh side of the 
river, thus restoring the connection between the loervoir 
and rhe city. Many will remember the odd appearance of 
lhi« neiv kind of supply pipes, King as they did. like an 
enormous serpent on the highway They will remember 
ton. the leciing of relief when the work was accomplished. 
The Company provided fur a night patrol during the in 
tervnl between the break and the repair. It may be named 
here thai when the permanent lopair was made, the pipes 
were anchored in the bed of the river ; among the rocks 
where it is believed ihey are secure from both floods anil 
ico. Mr. John Drew, then Superintendent of the Gas 
Company, rendered very efficient services on this occasion, 
nnd the Company tendered him a present nf %l^o for this 
s.rvicc. Mr, Drew having sigoified a preference for a 



wulch as D lestiiiionitil. h!a wish was met by tlie presL'ola- 
lion of a watch and chain costing the same iium. 

THE NEW HhSERVOIK. 

In the spring of 18(17 the project fur the lon> talked Of 
new reservoir began to materialize. The land now occu- 
pid by the middle reservoir was selected by the directors 
subject to the approval of Theodore Weston, a capable 
civil engineer Mr. A. A. Fonda was engaged as the 
Company's Engine.-r. and a committee appointed to pur- 
chase the needed land. During the months of May nnd 
June surveys were made! the property whs purchased ; 
the plans were approved and a contract for building the 
reservoir was made. This contract was awanled in Mr. 
Thomas F. Hoxsey. Nearly a generation wlm have 
grown up, so to speak, around it, can att.-sl its stability 
and nsefiilmss Few tmly remember the rough gorge 
which was once the site of this reservoir. 

As this is the iirst mention of Mr. Fonda .is being en- 
gaged a engineer tor the Water Company it i- .1 :,".od 
place to state, that as long as he lived, he was iIk valued 
and skillful employee of the Company ; prompt in doing all 
that was reijuiied of him. and, so tar as the writer can say* 
neviT made a mistake to the injury of the Company- Ilia 
death was a s rioua loss to the Company, as well as to II 
large circle of friends as well as to the community, for hll >- 
place was one hard to HII. 

At the election this year Mr. Hoxsey retired from the 
presidency after thirteen \ears of faithfid service. Mr. 
John Kyle was chosen in his place and was re-elected from 
time to time until his death in 1SS7. 



iSTiiovEnsv wrrii thk society u m. 

ar iS)S. H controversy arose between the Wiitef 

ind the Society U. M. as to the use of the water 
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at the falls. As might be supposed, where such valuable 
rights were invulvetl, the controversy was severe, but the 
dilticulty was kept out of tlie courts by mutual 
Tne setllenient al that time covered hcveral very imj 
points, among which was ma.Ning the well ki 
ings in the west wile of the Society's dam, which were to 
be for tlie use of the Water Comp.my, and wh 
used. Until quite recently, when a full agrt 
made for the use of water, which may be name 
there was a continuous disagreement over the u 
by the Company; the .Society claiming that 
used beyond what t le agreement warranle<1. 
probably settled for all lime 

By 1S70 it had become very evident that th 
power was inadequate for the supply of the rcsurvnirs. now 
two in numlKT, t<> meet the increasing demand fur w .iter. 

A MGIIT TO Uli llE.MK.MRE^ItEO. 

The principal design ot this sketch is to give a plain but 
reasonably full history of the Hae and prog'oss of the 
Water Company, nnd therefore little else than a simple 
statement of the facts necessary for a pro,)cr unrlerstanding 
of it h.is been deemed necessary. A little dcpiirturc fiom 
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this niethoJ, may. however, he permitted, so far as to give an 
account of an occurrence, which had in it the elements of 
expectation, fear, joy, relief, etc., conU)ine(l 

The occasion was the trial point of tlie success or failure 
of these new pumps Ihey were untried ; larj^e. they were 
called then ; made by new men so far as such construction 
went; and the results of tlie trial were of thai painful inter- 
est which can onlv he imaLfiued when one can think of a 
whole communitv hein^ dej)ri\ed of water. Ot c<jurse 
every preparation was made to shorten tlie time which 
must elapse between the cuttn^j^ oil the uld system and the 
connection with the new. 

The pumps and their cy\\ lections were completed as far 
as was possible before this SL-verance was ni.idc. A Sun- 
dav was chosen for tie time as the dav when tlu* least 
water was needed. The resc-rvoiis were tilled to the 
lirim. Then all means lor pumpi; \s, was cut otK and the 
city had onlv the sup])lv abradv in the resciNoirs to \\\\ 
upon, with the n.irrow margin o" the snccrss ot' t!ie new 
pumps, and t!ie time it ihi,4:it take to coiupjctc the con- 
nection As may besurmis.-d. no time was lo>t. As many 
as could work in the narrow lim'ts ol' the \\ hc\l pit, (jiiile 
below the surface of the snrroundiii;_f^ watci". wl-ic laboiin^ 
in the dim li<^ht of the oil lamps, but the\ worked witli a 
\vill. Instead of the work bein^ completed b\ the ck^sc (»f 
the dav as was anticipated the hours <.}' the earU ni'dit 
came, and tlun midai;j:ht came still fi.uliii '" some ot the 
work incomplete. Never it see.ned weie b )lts so haid to 
fasten; never screws s:) dilhcult to woiv. Meanwhile the 
resj voir hid ^one down at the clo^e o( the da\-, and the 
inteie>ted watchers welcomed the ni'_;ht. if it w > oiil\- that 
the water woidd then cease bei;i'^ use-.l. Still the water 
\ve:U down ; and so to speak, t!ie te.n" weut u,) as to what 
woukl bj done in case of lire lor tliat put of tlie town 
then without water. ^^lidnii^dit came aud it could oiiK be 
a few minutes before the last bull woul 1 1 -e in |)1 ice The 
anxious faces were pitiful to look at The builders weie 
there, careworn but reliant. Mi-. Rxlelia 1 left l!ie ;_;iou!i(l. 
sore hearted that there was am failme to keep up the sup- 
ply ; for the full mo )n b.'oked tlowu thai uiL^hl ou a reser- 
voir lined with nuid ; there seemed uol a gallon left. Mr. 
Fonda the en^^ineer, Mr. Ibown l!ie treasurer, Mi". [. C 
Ryle tlie secretary, (leneral Ilo\>e\ , '• Andrew" IM- 
wards (still with the company') and ••Rome" (Romulus 
Vreeland) pump tender, were w ith a few others the anx- 
ious i>ut hopeful watchers. The wend came that the water 
could be turned on ; the turbine wheel speed on its wav, 
and soon the ^(re.it arms of the |Dumj)s bcLTin to mo\e 
slowly but ste.idilv ; but thev told that ihe work was done. 
The watchers hastened to the reservoir to watch the com- 
ing; stream. It flashed out in the moonli<j:ht, and a lar<re 
part of P.iters on was sa\'ed tVom a water I'andne by a 
n.irrow mar<ijin indeed. The relief was intense, and one 
incident of the • let up" may be named. While waitinj^ 
for the water to he forced throu^^h the in let pipe, Geiieral 
Hoxsey picked up a bucket which stood at hand, ran to 



the mouth of the p pe, cau»(ht the first flow of water and 
scattered it on the bsstanders. 

A dim, misty tradition belonirs to that ni^fht and the 
two followin<^ days ; but as there is no record of it in the 
b(;oks, it mav be deemed as untrue It is that there was a 
very open house kept by "mine host" at the falls, and that 
all were made welcome to eatinjjf ami drinkin;»; as they 
pleased to come, ii\\{.\ it is said too, that a <;ootl many 
came. 

LAKGi-: rrucii.xsKs. 

In 1871 the i)urchase of the Oldham's })roperty was made, 
t d<iui^ in the mills, machinerv and lake connected there- 
with. This was done maiidv for the possibilities for 
storaiie of water in the lake and its surroundinirs. 

No eiloit^ for uiili/iuL^ this piop. rty as to a water supply 
ha\e been made \\\y to this time, and the (nd\' benefits to 
the L'ompam ha\e been tVoin the buildint^s. the water 
power and the control oi" the lake with the ice which is 
formed lhere()n. 

The follow iuL^- \ear tlie Com])anv made the lari>;est of 
their i)urchases. Tliis was the whole tract, comprisin*^ 
t!ie balls pioperlN not abead\ accpiired. and takinji;' in the 
pi'opeilN w!iere the ••'FotDwa resersoir" now stands, and 
all tlie lands between Tulowa a\enue and the riser. This 
puieliase was .S-7<^>aj:)o. 

In I '^^7- and i'^7.^ fotowa was supplied with water. 
This could oul\ be done bv buildin;^- a reservoir hi^^rh 
enoui4-h to ser\e this ele\ated part of the city. Xo less 
than ll\e miles oi' mains were required for this supply. 

(. o.MiM.Aix rs AM) c ni ricisMs. 

At times duriuL;' tlu'se later vears some complaints were 
heard as to an inadequale su])pl\' of water. It was ques- 
tioned wliether there was a proper head, or that the mains 
wei'e not loo >mall. The^e coimnents were de\eloped, or 
lather inteusilied b\ reason ol" a lack of water for the 
steamers at two tires, whicli occurred, ])erhaps in 1^74* 
l\'ar was expressed b\ both peoj)le and ];ress that there 
wa- a lurking danger to t'u' eit\ bv reason ol' some defic- 
ieue\ L^iow 111,4 out of eitlier of the aboNC named causes, or 
])erha|)s from botli combined. The subject was taken up 
b\ t!u' lioard of I'rade. who through a committee consist- 
ing!)!' Messrs. lohn Cooke, Heniann'n Hucklev and Wil- 
liam (J. Scott, made a carel'ul investi«_ration. Their report 
stated "that there was no foundation for the unfavorable 
repoils which had been ciiculaled," that, "in their judg- 
ment there was an abundant sup])l\ to keej) our steamers 
in lull operation during' the existence of anv (ire." Vhc 
report ,L^<>es on to sa\ , "this opinion is b[ised upon the fol- 
low ini;" facts: that the two reser\'oirs which are in use, ex- 
cluding'' the new I'otowa reservoir, contain ten million <ral- 
Ions of water, while the pumpinj^ t'acilities are such that 
the su|)plv in reservoirs can be replenished at the rate of 
six millions per twenty-tour hours;" that "the six steam 
fire enj^ines, when on fue duty, would be supplied for 
nearly three days steady pimiping without any water being 
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lupplied to the reservoirs, while the pumps arc cu]>able of 
(upplviiig the reservoirs with twice ns much water per 
us all the steamers can use in that time." The eom- 
nittcc also gave statement aa to mains and gates as well 
^B to the method in which it is made possible "to divert 
" ttie water from the usual courses, and tlie whole force of 
ihi! reservoir be given to one or more sections as maybe 
required." It is worthy of record here, that at this time, 
attention was called by the Board of Trade to a still greater 
subject, namely the interest which the large cities in 
northern New Jersey should take in preserving and utiliz- 
ing the water supply for their own uses. The committee 
dose their report with these words; "The subject of co- 
operating witli Newark and Jersey Citj-. in regard to a 
fututB .supply of water for sidd cities'" ■ • • 

is of "such great importance and involving questions 
which require such careful investigation," that they ask to 
K^bc relieved from considering it. 

We of this day, know that Ihese questions of "such great 
mportimce" were not duly investigated by any of the in- 
B*ted parties, and they are now compelled to treat with 
^hers for « supply ; men of another state, who had the wit 
ive, the boldness to apply and the financial ability 
take in hand so great a work are at this time, engaged 
a an enterprise which once coutd only be undertaken by a 
'Nation. 

Notwithstanding thp favorable report made by the Board 
ftof Trade, the Company proceeded to increase the pump- 
pag power, and placed a new pump In the Valley of the 
Rocks with necessary dam and wheel. This was an 
tempt to utilize the power which had alreadv been used 
It the falls. This again going back to the old system of 
forcing the water trom the lower basin to the reservoiis 
[Jbove, was so manifestly a waste of jiower, that it was 
fooa abandoned for the better plan of using coal for 
power, rather than using water at so gi-e:il rf disadvantage. 



The summer of 1S75 was an extraordinarily dry one. 
This WHS the year when several of the large cities nearly 
prohibited the use of water, except for the most necessary 
lurpotes. The sprinkling of streets, the washing of 
ttfagons, the use of fountains and garden ha>e, with some 

Flither uses of water were r. stride d or prohibited. The 
Piissftie Water Company were not compelled to resort to 
these measures, but they did doubtless tresp.iss considera- 
biy upon tht. kindly feehng of the S. U. M. and probably 
overstepped the rights which had been accorded to the 
Company. At any late, such a claim was madt-, and was 
finally liquidated at a heavy cost. Still the people of the 

Lctty had the water, and that was satisfactory to them, who- 
• might sutler in purse for it. The year was a dry 
lone as hne been said. Some entertnined the fear that the 

il>asgidc liver was gradually falling away, and th..t the fol- 

I'lowing year or years would be more trying than the prcs- 



Thii 



PRAKKI.IM LAKE. 

apprehension of a water famine, (possibly tliei 



other reasons) induced the then managing directors 
of the Company to look to the waters of Franklin Lake 
as a source of supply. A committee was ap^Mintcd to in- 
vestigate the subject. This committee made so fa\ orable a 
report, that the Company agreed to buy from the "owners, 
of Franklin Lake, and from the Franklin Lake Company" 
"all their rightsand franchises." Atthetimethispurch«se 
was ma<ic there were also purchased all the rights or 
power and privileges of flooding lands on the ri\cr im- 
mediately below the Great Falls. Whatever may be the- 
ultimate value of these costly grants and purcluiscs, they 
have thus far l>een of no benefit to the Company ; for iiv 
all the varied schemes for securing larger supplies of 
water, Franklin Lake has borne no part. Indeed so Utile- 
account was made of these rights, to meet the ever grow- 
ing deman<l for more water, that at a meeting of directors. 
held Sept. z8, 1S76, the following action was taken : 
WiiKRKA.s, in consequence of the unprecedented ilroulh 
during the past summer the Water Company lias suf- 
fered much inconvenience from the short supply of 
water ; and for the better providing of an ample supply 
in the future, and as a guarantee of a perfect and ample 
supph'. on motion of W. Rylc seconded by Peter Rylc^ 
thei*efore be it 

Resolvfd. That the Company purchase a steam pum]> 
and boilers to he used as an auxiliary to their present 
pumps and machinerj' at tiie Passaic Falls, and that the 
steam pump shall not he less in capacity than one and a 
half million gallons in twentj-four hours; and that exca- 
vations be made at once for tiic placing of the steam pump 
and Ijoilers, and that the same be enclosed in a suitable 
building: and that Uie President be nuthoriKcd and is 
hereby empoweretl to make such purchases and improve- 

At this same meeting Mr. Edward Osbom was elected 
a director in place of General Hoxsey who had retired, 

In pursuance of the decision for obtaining additional 
power at the Falls Mr- James Heggs was called in to 
propose plans and specifications. This did not occur un- 
til late in the autumn of 1877. The plans provided for a 
steam pump which would deliver 3.000.000 gallons every 
tvventv-four horn's. It is sufHcient to say here thjit at a 
large expense die new power was put in and the buitding^ 
erected over it under the superintendence of Mr. Begg8, 
and for all the years since has proved an efficient aux- 
iliary whenever it has been needed. 

A CHANGE IX MANAGEMENT. 

In -Xpril 1S77 a verv' radical change was made in the 
management of the Company. The sKals of all the direc- 
tors except that of Air. Ryle the president were vacated; 
their places were taken by men who had eitlicr as stock-^ 
holders or bondholders acquired a large interest in the 
Company. These new men were the late William Ryle, 
who had in the early history of the Company been a di- 
rector and officer; Mr. William .\. Hiidden, of Iladden & 
Co.. N. W, Mr, William II. Fogg, of tfie China and Ja- 
pan Trading CQ.,al)K( uf N. Y. Hon. Seth Low waaaUo- 
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elected, but resigned before taking bis seat in tbe Board. 
His place was filled by the election of the late John Sliaw. 
Mr. Brown also resumed his seat in the Board, which he 
had some time before vacated. This change in the man- 
agement was made neccssarv by reas:)n of the financial 
embarrassments which the Company had gotten into by a 
too free use of its money and credit. The new Board 
proceeded at once to take measures for restoring the credit 
of the Company, and rescue it from the peril which faulty 
management had produced. It is not necessary to dwell 
in detail on this part of the history of the Company. It 
may almost ^o without saving that a Board of Directors 
such as were then in office, would be quite likely to bring 
•order and success to a financial condition, when what was 
needed was only a rijjht use of the srreat resources of the 
Company. This history would be (juite im})erfect did it 
fail to record that in this tryin<»- time for the Com])any, the 
late William Ryle, who as betbre named, came again into 
the direction, proved himself a tower of strength. His 
•clear head and persistent e.Torts were of the most valued 
kind. lie used his positi«)n as a direct* )r, as a large credi- 
tor of the Company, as intimately connected in business 
relations with other large creditors, and his own means as 
well in this efibrt to make the restoration of the credit of 
the Company a success, lie had able helpers certainly in 
.some of the other directors, and the First National Hank 
gave important aid to the efiorts of the management. Still 
a true statement calls for a record that a large measure of 
the praise for the rescue of the Company from innninent 
peril, is due to the late William Ryle. This statement is 
permitted now that he has (witli so many of those who 
were associated with him in this transaction) passed into 
the land where praises and blame are alike unheeded. 

STILL MOKL WAri:K. 

The history of the Water Conipan\. perha]>s of all water 
works, priyate or public, shows a continuous demand for 
an additional supply of \yater. Hence. not\yithslan(ling 
the additional power named abo\e. only a few years inter- 
vened before the necessity tor more water seemed as great 
as before. Indeed so great was the apparent need for a 
more plentiful supply that the Hoard of Trade again took 
the subject up and appointed a connnittee to make a care- 
ful investigation as to the etficiencs of the Com])any in 
fully supplying the city. This conmiittee consisting of 
^lessrs. William Strange, Watts Cooke, William (j. vScott 
and H. V. Butler, made a very lull and elal)orate report 
under date Dec. iS^ iS8o. This report may be f )und in 
tlie published records of the Hoard of Trade foriSSo-i, 
and showed fully the condition of the Company, with its 
facilities for supplying the city. Their recommendations 
were of an important character, and were accompanied 
with the statement that some of the former promises made 
by the Company had not been fully carried out. A sup- 
plementid report made at the beginning of the next year, 
stated that the W'ater Company were aware of the grow- 
ing needs of the city, that they had not been unmindful of 
the requirements, that a good deal had been done, but that 



there had been an unlocked for increase in the consump- 
tion of water and that it was "admitted that more strenu- 
ous measures were now needed to insure the city against 
the possibility of a scarcity of supply in the future.'* The 
result of these inquiries and reports together with the 
knowledge on the part of the Company that the additions 
were required prompted immediate action, and the Com- 
pany at once contracted with W. (t. & J. Watson for a 
duplicate set of horizontal pumps the same as were al- 
ready used. These were placed \yithout loss of time. 
About this time the Company purchased and placed at the 
pumping works the large steam engine which had for a 
long time been lying unused at the Arkvvright Mill, now 
Doherty <S: Wads worth's. At this time was also built the 
high chimney at the pumping \yorks. 

These improvements were made after pkms of Mr. James 



Heggs. 
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In the early part of 1884. the purchase was made of the 
property no\y known as the vStony Koad reservoir. The 
directors of the Comj^any had cast longing looks upon this 
property for many \ears. This site and the high lands 
then belonging to the late Mr. Ileins, now part of the 
Laurel Grove Cemetery, were both selected as admirable 
sites for what was needed. The last named could have 
been obtained with little troul:)le, and was in many re- 
spects verN suitable, but the other was so far superior in 
ever\' respect, except that of size, that the Company hesi- 
tated to take anything but the best, and determined to bide 
their time in hopes that it might be purchasable. This oc- 
curred as belbre named, in the spring of 1S84. Not for a 
year after this purchase was any work done in the con- 
struction iA the reservoir. During the following year 
however t!ie work of construction was ])ut under way and 
was completed in the most ])erfect manner as is so well 
known to those who are experts in such works. To Mr. 
William Rn le the superintendent, and Mr. T. F. Iloxsey 
the contractor, great credit is due for the manner in which 
this noble woik was executed. 

A c riANtii: or owMciisnir. 

In the Near iSSj a great change took place in the own- 
ership of the Water Company. Some change was also 
made, though not quite so radical, in the management of 
its ariiiirs. The large money interests which had so long 
been held by Mr. lohn Rvle and to a lesser extent by the 
directors, resident in New \'ork, had been parted with, 
with the consecpient result of their places in the Board of 
Directors being made \acant. Messrs. (iarret A. Ilobart, 
Kdwarcl T. Hell, T. V, Iloxsey and William Ryle were 
elected in their places. Mr. John Ryle retained his place 
as president. These gentlemen still constitute the Board, 
with the exception that the death of Mr. Ryle, the presi- 
dent, made a vacancy in the Board which had not been 
filled and compelled the election of a new president. 

This change in the ownership of the Company brought 
into its interest men of large minds and large means. 



PATERSON. ILLUSTRATED. 



% 



They hud nlrcadVi "^ has been before named, gmsped the 
great idea of utilising the waters of the Passaic river and 
its tribut^iries with the abnost Ihiiitlcss possibilities for the 
Ktorage of water Cor the cities of Northern New Jersey. 
Later on than the change thus referred to. the general 
public has through the newspaper press become aware of 
the ptirposes of this combination. It \% no less, so the 
slatemcnLs are, than that through the various corpomtions 
which lire more or less under their control, to supply not 
only tlic cities oi Northern New Jersey, "but for furnish- 
ing New York City and Brooklyn, when their demands 
shidl exceed the quantity obt:iinable from their present 
sources." It is not a part of the history of the Water 
Company to make further references to this great enter- 
prise: besides it is already published more fully than it 
can be iicre. It is sufficient to say, that the Passiiic Water 
Company have made large and valuable contracts with tlie 
corporiitions controlling the waters of the Passaic, which 
^VC a guarantee for the future supply for many jears to 
come, not only to this city, but to Passaic and Clifton bko- 
wiae. These great advantages, were only obtainable at 
large cost, but all tlie same the benefit comes to the people. 
Mid generations to come will enjoy the great benefits, 
when the schemers and workers are quite fogotten, 

CITY AND COMPAW. 

I times during the history of the Company pro- 
have been made looking to the acquirement of 
;s by the city. At times, there seemed tn be a 
iiciu- Lun summation of it; but some opposition was devcl- 
i)[jed liiat prevented it. Opinions have always varied as 
to the policy ai the city becoming the owner of the works, 
and when tlie matter was referi-ed to the people themselves, 
as Wiisi the case on more than one occasion, the decision 
w;i!s ;L;^':iiMst the acquisition. It is probable therefore, that 
thf prestnt condition of things will continue, and that the 
cil) of I'iiterson and the adjacent city of Passaic will be 
supplied witli water by the Passaic Water Company 
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matter of congratulation to 
there luis been so good an unilerstanding, so much of nui- 
Lu;)l I'liilic.'irance and so lillle of irritation as there has 
been, I'otween the two corporations so prominent, and so 
inliin:Tiilv connected with die welfare of tlie city, as are 
ihv vit\ ;ind the Company, Of course it is understood 
lli;H (lii-ir interests are mutual, but still, that does not 
alwav insure the absence of unpleasant attrition between 
Ui'gc corporations. The relationship between the two arc 
quite well imderstood, but it may not be out of place to say 
here, to the general reader, that the city is a large customer 
to tlie Company, paying for fire protection and siuiitary 
purposes, while the Company makes large returns in taxes 
paid, nnd the willing devotement to the people of the citv 
for their use and pleasure, more than twenty-five acres of 
park, liver and Falls. This superb spot has no parallel 
in the Stale and has been made free to all. 



a studious avoidance where it was possible, of any reft 
enee to the Isbors of those still living, and now contiecWfc '^ 
with the Company. A slight departure may be permitted ~-^ 
perhaps, bo iar as to name at least. Mr. William Ryle, ihe 
present superintendent. Much of the present efficiency of 
the present works, and nearly all of the watchfid care dur- 
ing the later years, over the resenoirs, pipes, gates, 
engines, hydrants and the score of other things pertaining 
to the water supply of a city, may be credited to him. He 
has had the care growing out of the daily needs of the 
Company's ^vork, and at midnight as well as at midday 
is wont to he summoned to meet the requirements of b( 
unexpected and untoward mishap. This little alluMOfl^A 
him will not perhaps be gratifying to his modest estim' 
of himself, but he will first see it here, only with the g 
era! reader, and will liave to endorse it as best he may. j; I 

The late Presiiient of the Company, Mr, John Ryle, 
was it is well inulerstood intimately connected M rth it, 
from the very first, but not for that alone, but because of 




his equally well kn. 



vork i 



this 



ord, of the resolution 
pany on the occasion 
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city as a leader of 
nore enduring reo- 
inutes of the Com-- 



* to he s;nd. In this sketch the 



here, to make . 
s placed on the 
of his death. 
Bou McNUTKS, Nov. Uth. 18S7. 

"Mr. Hobart then staled Ihnt the objeta of the meeting waa. that aa 
tile Hon. Joliu U.vlf, tlie Hrcsiclcut ai tbe Compaii;, bail lat«ly dud in 
Uuglnud, lenving not oul; a vacaDc; in tbe Board of Directon, but la 
the offii;v of tbe Protideat of tbe Uumpmy, it ivaa fitting tbat lonM 
pro|>er nieiuorial oi resolntion be pomcd by this Board, PipraiHire of 
tbpir lusi. Ami npou mntion of Mr. Hubart, xeooudoil bj Ur. fiel^ It 
was iiuaDimoaHly resolveil tbat a i»minitt«e of two penous oonsiBtiiiB tA 
Joba J. riniwu and Eilwnrd '1'. Bell, (hi 'appointed to JirepMns and sol^ 
iiiit to (be upit uK-ftbi); nf thiB Bonn), Buitubtr rcaoliitioae, exprwtng 
tba seuse of tlie Boiinl of Uirectora ut tbe Iubh Ibis Cuiupna; bae wa^ 
tallied. " 

Fhom Uikdteb, Niiv. ISiH, isa7. 

"Mr. Jiiliii J. Ilriiwn Ibeu proposeii (he fotiowiuy resolution ; 
WuKiicAB, (lip piiiurnl iijttllii^i'Uco bas leacbni iu of tb» ^mv(])eatM^ 

duiiiL of out PBtaeuiELl Asioi'iHte Director aud I'reiiidetit. J uhii B}-|«, 

lit, UT unit bia roimi:r Lunie in Eufibiiicl, it i» emiuently littiiig 

ti'tbule uE i«Hiiei^t sboiild lie piiid tu bis meiuory by tliuiw witb wLoiIi 

\\t, ban wi long luMji^iiilcil, mid by «b»in bis cbatiitttt and vinni-s dm 

beld lU lovii]>; reganb 

iiVnuiPtrf. Tbiit ill tbe deiilh ul Johu Byle tbis flompnuy bus been 
ciilJtd upuu b' snidiiiu tbu Iihs of une wtiii w. u directur of rhu Comtnutf 
ttoni iCa f.iiiiiHiinu, qo\¥ i fiiity-llir«u yeiirs siii<*. iiiid ita frwidi^ut r>ir 
mxny yeara litBt \«\si. bile evet slmwii an intcneC and devotiuii va its 
BnrccKS wbicb could only oonie ftuni tbv eiirly uiid ruusluut ileMitiou Iu 
iiB welfare. 

litmtXixd, That the Bonn) of Direclots ak indi'iduaU and us U b>iily, 
teuder tbeir Hiupere Bynigiitthy to his fanjily. ixiulidtut tbat tbey irill 
tlud tbe CLiugubitioa wbicb may well be ubtuiued, iu lookm^ bw-Ji uvar 
a life su iTotlhily liveiL 

Uadred, 'lliat the forpgoing prennible aod resolutions b* tetmwlinl 
iu the luiuntca of the Bunrd <A Diitetuis; a copy of tbe miue In: Inuis- 
niitl«d to his fauiily, and tbut tbey be publidied in tbe joanuUs of Uui 

Upou tbe uiauiimoiie ftdoptiou of the above, Ur. Bell then laovail 

Ibiit Ibe Dlrnotiits of tbis Couijuuij utleud the ttmenil of Uieii btte, 
frefodcbt MH a body, 'n'hioh van also adopted.'' 



n 



PATERSON, ILLUSTRATED. 



8i 



THE END. 

Except for a few statistical statements this history 
ends here. Not so, however, the work of the Company. 
This must go on ; for every extension of the city brings 
other requirements. These liave hitherto l)een fairly, per- 
haps not always quite in time, hut still fairly met. The 
present managers desire to keep abreast with all demands 
made upon them as far as possible. As an illustration, it 
may be stated that the costs of last year's extensions alone 
amounted to $39,106.00. 

As may be supposed, the interests of the Company now 
require much supervision. The demands upon it are ever 
increasing. Its revenues and (hsburscments arc sec- 
ond only to that of the city itself. It is (juile well under- 
stood that the interests of the Company, unlike that of 
many corporations, are two sided, for tlie large obligation 
of supplying a people with water, both plenty and pure, is 
an ever present responsibility. 



The following are some of the statistics of the Company ; 



1 

Year. 


Mi!es 
of Mains. 


Hydrants. 


Water 
Takers. 


Revenue. 


18f0 14 100 
1865 25 100 
1870 30 320 
1>^75 35 400 
18S0 40 475 
1885 45 590 
1889 55 790 

('Ai'AciTY OF Reservoirs. 


400 ^9,100 00 
6f0 13,270 to 
1,470 45,319 00 
2,160 83,390 00 
2,630 97,600 00 
4,280 140,000 00 
6,275 197,000 00 

PuMriNc; PuwEii. 


No. 1, Lower, 8 iniUiou grails, steam Pump, 4 mill. RalK 

i. ;^ Totow.i 2 " Horizontal, ?t m Eug., 8 " 
" 4.' Stouy llvi, 25 " j " Water Wh'l, 6 




OFFICERS AND DIUECTORS, 1890. 



(i ARRET A. IToiiAitT, President. John J. Brown, Treasurer. 

Jonx Vj. Uyle, Secretary. William Hyle, Superintendent. 

JCdwa uu T. Bell, T. F. Hoxsey, One Vacancy. 



Horse Railroad Facilities. 



It is extremely doubtl'ul whether there i^ a city in the 
country in which more mone\ has been sr)eiit on hoise 
railroads than in Paterson. Horse railioads were built 
long before the erection of houses in \aiious j):nts of the 
city justified any such expenditure of money. The piinci- 
pal ol>ject was in no case the acconunodation of the people 
who had settled in Paterson but the dexelopment of \ari- 
ous portions of the city and the acconunodation ol' the peo- 
ple who would in the t'uture settle there. 'Fhere was no 
doubt as to the iuture of the cit\ ; there was no doubt as to 
the continued increase of population ; there was no doubt 
that sometime in the iuture horse railroads \yould be a 
pavinj^ investment, but it took years to briuL; about the de- 
sired result. The hist«)ries of the horse railroad comj)an- 
ies in Paterson are alike; heav\ in\ estments w ith limited 
capital, the issue of bonds, runnini^ the road (ay years at a 
loss and final failure tell the stor\ of all. Some years a«*o 
Paterson had a number of horse railroads; now they have 
all been consolidated and are being run by one company ; 
the population to make horse railroads pa\ has come and 
to-day horse railroad stock is considered a safe and desira- 
ble investment. 
7 



In iS')S the Paterson t\: Passaic Horse Railroad Com- 
pain was chartered and tracks were laid iVom the Erie 
de[^ot to Cedar Lawn cemetery, the capitalists interested 
in the new j^roject belui^also interested in the development 
of C'edai' Lawn and \ Iclnltv. 

The late Fianklin C. l>eckwlth built the road for the 
coinpain of w hlch he wasalso the presi<lent. The lirst spike 
was (lrl\en 1)\ Mr. |o!m [. l>ro\vn, tlien mayor of the citv ; 
the second b\ Mr. Heckwith and the third by Mr. Tames 
Cr(>t)ks. w ho had been Instrumental in securin<f the charter 
and organizing the company. Owing to an inadecjuate 
capital the companv issued bonds; the road was run at a 
loss for many \ears; no di\ idends were e\er paid and the 
com})anv succumbed in the panic of iS^^. All who had 
invested lost their stock and e\en the second mort*ra<»'e 
bonds were \\iped out. Before this took place, however, 
the companv had built a liir,' throug'a Willis street and 
\ Iceland avenue to the cemeler\ ; subsecpientlv the Mar- 
ket street line was abandoned, and the tracks taken up, 
leaving Market street one of the finest drives in or about 
the city. In 1875 a line was Inult to Lake View through 
Market street and Trenton avenue but this was shortly ;il- 
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terwards abandoned and the tracks taken up. Subse- 
quently the company built a line on Main street, from 
Broadway to Barclay street. In 1876 the company was 
reorganized under the name of the Paterson & Passaic 
Railroad Company. 

The Paterson & Little Falls Horse Railroad Company 
constructed a line about 1870 from Main street and Broad- 
way, alonjj^ Broadway to the depot of the Midland railroad 
company; the gauge was ditterent from the gauge of the 
other roads, despite the earnest endeavors of Mr. John J. 
Brown to have a uniform gauge throughout tlie city. In 
1875 the company buill a line to Riverside and subse- 
quently one to Totowa. The hist(jry of the company is 
the same as that of the Paterson tV Passaic company; it 
went down in the crash of 1873 and was sul)scquently. re- 
organized under the name of the Paterson City Railway 
Company. 

The charter of the Paterson I'v: Ilalcdon Horse Railroad 
Company was obtiiined in 1S6S and some time afterwards 
tracks were laid from Main street and Broadway to Hale- 
don. The stock of the company was owned principally 
by the Passaic Water Company : subsccjuently it passed 
into the possession of General T. D. Hoxsey and a few 
friends and some years later was the individual property 
of Mr. Garret A. Hobart, who disposed of it to the Pater- 
son City Railroad Company which operated the Haledon 
line for some years. 

The consolidation of all the horse railroad companies 
was affected on May i, 18S8, the new company taking the 



title of the Paterson Railway Company and consisting 
principally of the stockholders in the old companies. The 
gauge of the Main and Willis street lines was changed to 
that of the Broadway and Riverside lines and a large num- 
ber of improvements were made. The rule which had 
hitherto obtained in tlie management of the horse railroad 
companies was reversed and the company waited until the 
population demanded liorse railroad facilities. The com- 
pany built the line running through lieech and Clay 
streets, connecting People's Park with the centre of the 
city ; it extended the Main street line a considerable dis- 
tance further south : it extended the liroadwav line to the 
Kastside Park and laid a large number of new steel rails 
and switches. It purchased a large piece of property in 
Broadwav where commodious sUibles were erected and 
spent a large amount of money in new rolling stock and 
equipment. The increased facilities resulted in better 
patronage on the part of the public and at the present day 
a large number of extensive improvements are contem- 
plated. 

The company has in active operation nearly fifteen 
miles of road, not including switches and double tracks. 
On the Main street line cars are rim every six minutes, on 
the Haledon, Totowa and Beech and Clay street lines 
every half htnir and on the rest of the lines every fifteen 
minutes. 

The officers of the company are : — G. A. Hobart, presi- 
dent; Helmas Romaine, vice president; A. A. Wilcox, 
secretary; John J. Brown, treasurer; Helmas Romaine, 
manager; Matthias Pettigrew, superintendent. 




The Public Schools of Paterson. 



By ORESTES M. BRANDS, Superintendent of Public Instruction of Paterson. 




Mit:^ 



L1'1I()1'(jII it is not the purpose of this sketch of 
^ the free piihlic schools of Paterson to present their 

"X history in detail, it will not be inapj)ropriate to 
preface a description of their present l)y hrief alhision to 
their past — their establishment and de\eloj)inent. 

*'Uutil 18*27, there wa-s no free puhlie school in Paterson or iu tlu' 
present limits of Pjissaic eonnty. The Lei^Mslaturr ha'l *iia«'teil a law in 
1820 looking toward the establishnn-nt of free jxijuilar rdiication, but 
few communities availed theui^clvt's of its itrovisious for nianv veal's. 
In some ctises township trustees sfle<;tf(l tea<'hers for what were ealle«l 
the public schools, and a small tax was r;iiscd to h«li> defray the expm- 
ses, but the j,arents paid the teacher a e(>rtain sum for each cliild's tui- 
tion ; the cbihlren of indigent famiUes were of couix(> tauLjlit fr^-e, if 
they were willing to be distinctively known a^ '])oor children/ as few of 
them were. 

* 'A number of the public-sjurited citizens of Patci-son. being of the 
opiuicm that the town ought to support a fne >t'lu>ol. h( Id a luei ting on 
Saturday, April 7, 1827, and jtppointcfl Marks \V. (\.llcft. Dr. .James 
Warren, and Abraham Godwin, Jr., a coinmittcc to draw up a memo- 
rial to be presented at the town meeting the next ^b»n•lay. r<eomni»'nd- 
ing the raising by tax of .*1(M) fur schonl purp(»se«; in .\c«(uaekan<>nk 
township, 'to be expended by the Town C'oiumittt »•. a_:i»<ablr totlie act 
of 1820, in the educaticm of poor children of the t >\\ nslii|,'. ' * * ' In 
June the Town Ganmittee nu.-t and allotted ^21~> to l'aters<.n and ^I'l') to 
the rest of the t^wn.'^hip, a eonmiittee of prominent citi/ens 1m ing ap- 
pointed 'to take charge and select such children whose ))arents were not 
able to pay for their education * • * • Jicv. Mr. (Id)son, a gradu- 
nte of Washington College, Penn., was ( ngaL;ed as a teacher at >7~» [ler 
quarter, he to find his own fuel. J>uiing the ye:n-. I'M seholai-s were 
enrolled, 70 or 80 of whom began with the alphabet. The school was 
visited at lea.st once a week Ijy somt* mend»er of the conunittec. ""* 

Such, then, was the first free pnl)hc school of Paterson, its 
object bein^ niaiidv charitable in that it was estabbshed 
for the special benefit ol* those who were nnable to |)ay tor 
the education of their children. To-chiy what a chorns of 
resentment woidd arise iVoni tlie hnndreds of class rooms of 
the schools of our larg;e cit\ , and tVom the homes ol' the 
thousands of children who are bein<4 edncateil in these 
schools, if some one were so rash or ill-informed as to in- 
timate that public education is a form of i)iiblic charity I 

From one little school establislied throu^^h charitable 
motives and consisting of a few score children, the major- 

•"HlsUnHcal Sketch ofSchooln in Pattmon,'" l)y William NcLson. (1877). 



ity of whom were learnings the alphabet, has sprung the 
w ell-or;^^ani/ed and etlieienl public school svstcm of which 
the j)eople ol* Paterson ha\e good reason to feel proud. 
h'ifteen large, w ell-e(|uipj)ed, brick buildings, a corps of 
two lumdi ed and tw ent\ trained teachers, and an enrollment 
of tilteen thousand pupils during a vearhave succeeded the 
little rented rooiu, its single teacher, and its handful of 
pupils distinctlx el\ known as **poor chiklren/' To-day 
these are the schools of tlie ])eople, and in them the child- 
ren (jf the rich and (d' the ])oor meet as equals and receive 
instruction which, thouifh absr)lutelv free, has lontr since 
ceased to be rcLfarded as charitable. 

\ot only are the schools free as regards tuition, but also 
in all school-supplies needed 1)V the pupils. The best 
school text-books in all the \arious subjects covered bv the 
C(»urses of instruction, iVom the lowest to the hiifhest de- 
paitment, and e\en the pencils, |)ens, paper, and writing- 
books, are iVeely and abundantly supplied bv means of 
I'uiids annualU appropriated tor the purpose by the Hoard 
ot I'^ducalioii. besides the outfit recjuired bv the individ- 
ual pupils, the schools aie well supplied with maps, 
globes, charts, and olher apparatus essential to in- 
stiudion. The a(l\antages of a unil'ormitv of text-books 
and of their being supplied at j:)ublic expense are so e\'i- 
dent as to need no exploiting here, and in this particular 
the school sNsteni of Paterson stands m the iVont rank, — 
tree text-boolvs not being supplied in all cities, by any 
means. 

()K(;.\M/.\ rioN. 

The public school system of the Citv of Paterson, under 
the jurisdiction of the l5oard of h^.ducation comprises Pri- 
mar\, (iranunar, llii/h, and Normal schools. Kindernar- 
ten classes are attached to the i*rimary I)e})artment of the 
schools, and a Manual Training sliop provides acconnno- 
dation lor the instruction in wood-working, etc., of the 
i)ovs of the High school and of the higher grades of the 
(Jranunar schools. The manual training feature finds fur- 
ther embodiment in the studv of form and drawiuir in all the 
grades of the schools, and in instruction in plain sewing, «S:c., 
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for the girls, besides such methods of instruction as in any 
particular train the senses or the hand to execute the 
behests of the niiml in expression or delineation. 

COl'KSKS OF Sri'DV. 

The course of study in the Primary schools covers a 
period of five years, that of the Grammar schools four 
years, of the High school three years, and of the Normal 
school one year. 

In the Primarv and (Grammar scliools the course of in- 
struction embraces readinf^, \\ ritiniJ^, sj)ellin<^, arithmetic, 
grammar, geography, V . S. Iiistory, and civil government, 
physiologv and hvgiene, and the studv of torm and draw- 
ing. Promotions from grade to grade in the Primary 
schools are made either whenever the progress of pupils 
warrants, or at the end of t-ie school vear as a result of an- 
nual examination, tlie latter being the method wliicli deter- 
mines promotions in tlie (jranunar schools, grailuation 
from them and promotion to the lligli school, promotion 
in the latter and graduation tlieretVom. 

lIKill SCHOOL. 

Tiie Ilij^h school embraces two courses, a Lfcnjral 
course of three years covering subjects in language, litera- 
ture, science, mathematics, and industrial drawing, ami a 
commercial course of two vears coveriuLf business law, 
commercial arithmetic and bookkeeping. 

Any pupil holding a certificate of graduation from a 
Grammar school, or any person who shall pass an examin- 
ation equivalent to tliat to which gradu ites of the (Gram- 
mar schools are subjected is entitled to enter the Iligli 
school and may pursue either of its courses. It is intended 
that the near future shall witness a special ellbrt to make 
the commercial course ol' the High scliool so thoiougli and 
desirable as to induce many of both sexes to continue in 
attendance and reap its advantages instead of terminating 
their school career on graduation iVom tlie (Jrammar 
schools. 

Instruction in the High school is im]:)ar(ed bv tlie Prin- 
cipal aiul a corps of eight assistants, to each of whom are 
assigned at least two subjects or studies, the puplK chang- 
ing from one teac'ier and room to others to receive in- 
struction. By this method instructors become ex[)erts In 
presenting their special subjects, and the students recel\ e 
the benefits of the increased skill and knowledge of teach- 
ers who teach su])jects an 1 n )l giades. 

PUIMAKV AND (;ir\MM \K SelI():>LS. 

As the great majority of the })uplls leave scliool at the 
conclusion of the Prim nv C!)urse, or at the latest durin*'- 
the Grammir course, special endeavor is made to <'lve the 
instruction in these schools the most practical direction 
possible, an:l hence the course embraces onlv those studies 
which are most essential, and tliorough work is recjuired. 

XOKMAL SCHOOL. 

A Norm:d school for the education anil trainin'*- of 
teachers is maintained by the Board of Education and cov- 
ers one year's course of study and practice. Pupils in this 



school which is at present located in the High school 
building, receive instruction in the history, principles and 
methods of education, mental ami moral philosophy and 
school government. The students have practice under 
competent supervision. This school is under the immedi- 
ate direction of the Principal of the Higli scliool, and his 
etlbrts are seconded b\ an able trainin<j: teacher. 

Anv ixraduate of the Hiifh school niav be admitted to the 
Normal school ; other applicants are admitted upon pass- 
ing an examination ecpiivalent to tliat taken by graduates 
of the High schot>l. At the l'\v\ of tlie school year the stu- 
dents are subjected to a thorou;rh examination bv the 
Board of Kxamlners, on successfullv passing which they 
are awarded diplomas of graduation and are granted '*pri- 
mar\ certificates" as teachers. 

It will be seen iVom the forgoing that wise provision is 
made tor the ijedagoj/lc Instruction and traininii: vearlv of 
a cor]:)s ol' well educated voung women for the purpose of 
taking the places made vacant bv tlie resignation of others 
or to meet the recjuirements of the cons'.ant growth of the 
school svstem. These voung teachers are first appointed 
temporarilv, on prol)atlon ; If successful, thev receive the re- 
commendation of the Principals of the schools to which 
the\ have l)een temporarilv assigned, and U[)on approval 
bv the vSnperlntendent, thev are regularlv appointed as 
teachers. Altliough one sear's prol'essional trainingisscarce- 
h sufiicient to fit all stu lenls theoretically for the responsible 
anl arduous (lut\ of teaching, yet our people are to be 
congratulated upon ha\ ing even one vear's stuclv anil prac- 
tice of tlie art of teaching interposed as a condition to the 
appointment of an\ person as a teaclier of their children. 
In this res;)ect Paterson stands in the front rank of the city 
school s\ stems of our countrv. It is true that not every 
voung person \\!io aspires to become a teaclier, and takes 
a course ol' instruction with that end in view, is endowed 
b\ nature with cpialltities which best adapt her to fill 
acce[)tabl\ the teacher's ofiice : but it is equally true that 
the supply of so-called teachers would be much greater, 
and vastU inferior in cjualltv, in tlie absence of Normal 
d raining schools. 

Other things being e(pi:d the skill anil general efiiciency 
ot' the \()ung teacher trained in the philosophv of edu- 
cation and metliods of instruction and the whole supple- 
mented b\ tVe(|uent ad\ ice. suggestion and discussion rela- 
tl\ e to school management, exceeds Inuueasurably that of 
one w !io has not been thus trained. .\ cltv which 
makes pro\ islon for recrultin » tlie ranks of its teachingf 
I'orce through the lnslru;nent:dit\ of Normal instruction of 
those to l>e enrolled in tliat corps, olfers Inducements 
which are alwavs properK considered and fullv appreci- 
ated l)\ parents who wi)ul;l have the education of their 
children IntelligentK conducteil. 

NLWIAL ru AIMXt;. 

Besides the occupations an 1 methods of the regular class 
rooms of the schools, our training shop is the scene of busy, 
daily work and instruction. Here on any school day may 
be s.^en classes of boys from the High school and Gram- 
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Tiiar schools distributed at the work-benches preparing 
"''workins: drawincjs*' from which to construct the joints, 
mortices, tenons, etc., pertaining to the special exercise in 
band, and then proceeding to the use of the various tools 
required in its performance. The instruction and practice 
proceeds from lessons in the use of the tools and the sim- 
plest lessons in sawing and phming of material to t!ie con- 
struction and fitting of joints, etc., common in carpentry 
and joinery, and from lesson U) lesson the pupils advance 
to more complex work and to new fields for the exercise 
of thought and acquired skill. Exactness of drawing and 
measurement, and care in the performance of the work, 
are seen to be so necessary to the prevention of error and 
consequent botchery, that pupils become impressed with 
the importance of close, careful calculation and concentra- 
ted attention, and thus tlie faculties are cultivated. All 
lack of care, of reflection, bears its legitimate fruit, and the 
incautious pupil has in the spoiled, misshapen material 
before him an evidence that success an;l [)erfecti(^n arc to 
be found only in, and as a result of care and thought, and 
that lacking these his attempts have naturally ended in 
failure. He has received, and, in all probability, been 
benefited by a lesson in caution and painstaking, and re- 
flection supplements the whole in futine endeavors. It is 
not difficult to illustrate how, by context, such a i)upil 
becomes a more thouglitful, painstaking student of arith- 
metic, of geometry, of language, of geography, etc., and 
that not onlv his hand, but his judgment as well, is being 
trained, educated. Again, wliile the learning of a trade is 
not the objective point in this feature of manual training, 
opportunity is given students and their parents to discover 
the genius, or lack of it, exhii)ited by contact with me- 
chanical employment. If it bj discovered that studcMits 
have taste for handicraft, and nati\ e facility in the manipu- 
Jation of tools and materials, these may scr\e as a guide to 
.the choice of occupation to be adopted on leaving schools. 
Jf indeed the vouth possesses mechanical genius, it w ill ])e 
far better that he become an expert mechanic or artizan — 
that he follow the occupation for which he has natural 
aptitude and which through training will achie\ e success 
in life — than that he become wliat the ordinary tendency 
of the education of the schools has heretofore induced, /. c, 
i\ fourtli-rate physician, clergyman, lawyer, or teacher. 



KIXDERGAKTEX. 

The Kindergarten is one of the most striking illustrations 
of the ert'ect produced by the process of adapting the instruc- 
tiiju, in its manner and matter, to the vounof child's nature 
and capacity. Although it has not been found entirely prac- 
ticable to adojt fully and exclusively the Kindersjarten meth- 
ods in the lowest grades of our schools, yet such a modifi- 
cation of these methods have been so introduced as to 
greatly ameliorate the condition of the youngest pupils 
while in the class rooms. The little ones are provided 
witli very frequent changes of employment for head and 
hand, and thus even among the yoimgest pupils we have a 
genuine incoi poration of manual training adapted to their 
mental and physical wants — an alteration of apparent 
play and more abstruse occupation, all having an objective 
point and being under the enlightened control of the 
teacher, wlio merel\ causes that control to be so far felt as 
to pre\ ent undue freedom of action. The ordinary lowest 
tirade ])rimary class is decidedly objectionable, because it 
assumes that \ery young children are capable of remaining 
employed upon '"studies" exclusivelv, and compels them 
to remain confined to these twice as lon<{" as they should 
be. if wise regard for their mental and physical well-being 
were the standard of estimate. Happily for the little ones, 
t!ie adoption of Kindergarten metliods in the schools of 
Paterson has done nuich to rationali/x' objectionable condi- 
tions, and in tliis we claim favorable consideration in esti- 
matinii* tlie \alue of our local school svstem. 

vSteadilv. iVom \ear to vear, our svstem of schools has 
im[)ro\ed. Modern and j^hilosophic methods in manage- 
ment, in teaching, in disciplining and controlling pupils, 
are continuing to replace those of a period during which 
all these were entrusted to those whose chief qualification 
was a\ ailabilitx . Hut we recognize that this manifest im- 
provement, this almost revolution, has not been the work 
of an individual in an\ of its phases of progress. Many 
earnest and intelligent workers have, tVom time to time, 
placed their shoulders to the wheel, and the result of their 
ellbrts, each sup[)lementing that of the others, has been to 
Lri\e to our lar^j-e and rapidl\ i2rowin<r city a school system 
of which no Patersonian need feel ashamed, though still 
seeking for its further improvement. 
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Paterson Business College. 




m^^^SE of the most iiiiportaiit cstahlislnneiUs in 
J the city, and one contributing materiallv to the 
* successor merchants, manntacturers and oth- 
ers, is the educational institution in char*rc 
of Mr. Cieo. W. Latimer. The ethication 
^^^^?:^, of business men is especially demanded in 
^*s this country. All the j^owers and attain- 
ments and manhood of the American busi- 
ness man are laid imder ccMitribution in e\ery diiection. 
The supervision ot his business re(|uires him to emplo\- 
bookkeepers and clerks, to whom are relei^ated the 
minor details; but these very details are of supreme impor- 
tance to the merchant or manufacturer and unless he has a 
thorough business education himself he is frequently to a 
greater or less degree dependent on his clerks. The bene- 
fits of a good business training are consequently apparent 
to all. The work of a business college is sup[)lementar\ 
to all other schools, ot whatever kind. It is bioadK and 
emphatically a professional school and allhough the techni- 
cally educated business man is not recogni/cd as belonging 
to the learned professions, it is not necessariK because he 
is not learned. The time to aC(.|uire a knowlinlge of busi- 
ness forms and customs is before entering the counting 
room, as the attention of those in charge is taken up b\ 
more important matters which cannot be laid aside til the 
rudiments of an entry oi the foiins ol a bill or iecci|)t aie 
explaine(b Business has been brought down to an act lal 
science and must be treated according to sc eiitific j)rinci- 
ples which can hardly be learneil during the iuniv and bus- 
tle of mercantile lile 

Imbued with the idea that Paterson needed such a school 
Mr. Latimer in 1S76 establislieil the 13u>iness College. 
Mr. Latimer had l)een engaged in teaching for man\- Nears 
and his services its an expert accountant had been in *>reat 
demand, lie was certainly well (lualified for the under- 
tiiking and that he has succeeded is ampK e\ idenced by 
the progress made since the establishment of tlie college; 
that his methods were a])preciated is shown by the tact 
that students from considerable distances are attending' his 
institution; the superior excellence of his training is testi- 
fied to by the fact that he has met with no rivals in the 
field which he has so ably and successfully occupied. 



The aim of his school is to (pialifN those who come from 
private and j)ul)lic schools with no idea of business to do 
business intelligently either t'or themselves or for others. 
And even those who ha\e had some experience in business. 
ma\ with advantage take a connnerciai course specially 
ada[)ted to their circumstances. Besides this the needs of 
another class are supplied ; young men who through 
neglect or want of early oj)])ortunities reijuire instruction 
in special studies. Particular attention is given to train- 
ing students in the use ol' the \efnacular. If there is anv 
one thinu" more than another that the averai^e schr)ol boy 
is wofully tleticient in it is language — grannnar, spellings 
i\:c. The careful indixidual supervision of the students' 
work and the nature of this work make it possible to cor- 
rect this tank to a greater extent than can be done in any 
other class of schools. It is not alone the fact that the 
branches tanglit are practical which commends this school 
to the ])ublic. but more especially the watcht'ul and indi- 
\ idual training that each student receives, l^his is the 
onh wa\ in which a business course of study can be 
taught successfully. When conducted by means of class 
instruction at the be^t it can be only sui)erilcial work, 
likely lo gi\e inc(»rrect ideas, which will be made apparent 
alterwards in that costliest of schools, experience. A 
business education is too serious a matter to be trifled. 
w ilh : tiiere are always likely to be base imitations of a. 
good tiling, and the counterfeits are in themseKes e\ i- 
tlences in proof of the worth of the genuine article. It 
thciL'lore be!ioo\es a Noung person who is read \' to pur- 
sue a business course and be fitted tor acti\e life to «jro to- 
headcjuarters, to an inslilulion with the j)restige that 
comes tVom work well and honestK done durinir many 
years. Such an institulion is Mr. Latimer's Paterson: 
Business College which has long been and will ever 
continu.' to bj the centre ior the pre])aration of our youth" 
for business life. 

The Paterson Business C'ollege oilers superior advan^ 
tages in the follow ing respects : — 

1. In e\ery department of mathematics, more particu*- 
larly in raj)i(l calculation, and the method of teaching it to 
others. 

2. Rapid business writing and the manner and method 
of presenting it to the student so that good writing is the 
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nile in books and papers of every student. One of the 
first qualifications that recommend a youn^^ person who is 
.seekin;^ an opening in business is a good business hand- 
writing, not a school-boy hand, but an easy ofi-hand style 
combined with rapidity. Mr. Latimer has been eminently 
i>uccessful in developing such a stvle. 

3. Book-keeping by single and double entry, simplified 
i\\\i\ elucidated in sucli a mannL*r that the studeut is inter- 
ested at once, the science made clear, and all the modein 
labor-saving methods introduced and fullv comi^rehended. 

4. The college liall is pleasant, healthv and commoch- 
ous, and the furniture and fixtures sul)stantial, comfortable 
and convenient. 

5. The institution has a leputation t'or sending out 
young men thoroughly prepared for business and therefore 
has the confidence and respect of the communitv. 

One of the jjreat advantages of the college is that a thor- 
ough business education is accjuirecl 1)\ actual business 
transactions bv means of the coileue l)ank, the insurance 
department, the jol^bing, wholesale exporting and import- 
ing, each of which does actual business and has corres- 
pondents in a number of cities in the countrv. Each stu- 
dent is obliged to keep his accounts correct in whatexer 
department he may be opjrating, for the reason that a 
friendly business competition here exists atnong the stu- 
dents, just the same as in actual business allairs hetw een 
merchants. Each student is supposed to be in earnest. 
They are treated like men and are supposed to act like 
men eno^aored in the serious affairs of life. In this wa\ the 
business abilitv of the student is raised to the hi":hest 
standard. The course of studv eml)races book-keeping. 
penmanship, business arithmetic, correspondence, com- 
mercial law, language, practical grammar, spelling and 
definition, parliamentary practice, lectures on current top- 
ics and in fact all branches pertaining to business afi'airs. 
The practical department consists of the first national 
bank, commission house, insurance, jol)l)ing. manufactur- 
ang and transportation. Lectures on business afiairs and 
current topics are frequentlv delivered. 

A notable feature of this colleire is the increasinir num- 



ber of young ladies in attendance. In these practical 
times a business education is of great value to young la- 
dies as well as to young men. This fact is beginning to 
be a})preciated. \{ ladies desire good situations as book- 
keepers, cashiers. iVic, they nuist thoroughly prepare 
themselves for these positions and the college afi'ords first- 
class opportimities for doing so. And even if they do not 
intend to put the knowledge to immediate use it is desir- 
able that tiiev have a thorough business education, so that 
whatexer happens they may have the ability to support 
themselves. it does not necessarilv follow because a 
vonng ladv takes a business course of studv that she in- 
tends to l)e a l)ook-keeper. It is the best kind of educa- 
tion she can have. I'ar better than one that is mere embel- 
lishment: for it is of a practical nature and qualifies her 
to take care of herself in case it becomes necessarv. Be- 
sides this, tliorough instructi(^n is given in the essential 
English branches. 

The business course can be comj)leted by attending eve- 
ning sessions and the college diploma secured upon pass- 
iiiLT the final examination. The evenin^r sessions, which 
are entireh distinct from the day sessions, are designed 
for the instruction of men, women and youth, without re- 
gartl to age, who are enij^awd durin<x the dav in offices 
and in \arious kinds of business, but wish to secure a 
practical education that will enable them to obtain better 
positions and higher pay. The exercises are conducted in 
such a manner that no embarrassment is experienced by 
any student who is earnestlv endeavoring to improve op- 
portunities. The sessions are held five evenings of each 
week and the hours of instruction are from seven to nine. 

Mr. Latimer has received niunerous complimentary let- 
ters from persons now engaged in the active pursuits of 
life who in their earlier years attended the Business Col- 
lege. A few of these are compiled in the College Cir- 
cular, a beautifully illustrated pamphlet, which is issued 
annually. 
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Paterson's Military. 



y JOHN T. HILTON, AdjuUnt First Battalion, N, G. S, N, J. 




"Why cannot we have a good militan' company in Pat- 
crson?" remarked Samuel V. S. Muziiy to Joseph W, 
Congdon in the fall of 1S79. "^^'^ "^^''^'l ■'" *« «">>' ^ad a 
financial backing, for it will take qnite a sum to start it," 
Congdon. Several conversntions took 
ilftce hetwecu them and other citizetis of Paterson, and 
rhen Mr. Wra. Strange told Mr, Congdon that if he 
Id get the men and take hold of the movement, he, 
[r. Strange, would see that the money was raised, the 
mosement at once assumed form. 

Mr. Congdon was a man of good executive ability, and 

an ex-member of the 3id Regiment, N. G, S, N. J., and 

he went into the movement with his characteristic energj-. 

From the number of young men who were anxious to go 

iiitarj' company, he soon saw that at least two good 

ipanies could be formed, and when the first formal 

iting was called in Pope's Hall in Market street, on 

her 19th. 1S79, it was found that about 100 had 

signed the roll. After transacting considerable business 

the meeting was adjourned until Jamiarj- 23d, 1S80. at 

tile Sunday school rooms of St. Piiul's lipiscopul Church, 

ler of Ellison and Church streets. At this nieeting it 

decided to form a battalion of two companies, and the 

of the organization to be the Paterson Light Ciuard. 

'his was the parent organization of the First Dattalion 

N. G. S. N. J. The Paterson Light Guard was to be an 

independent military and social organisation, owning their 

n uniform, amis and equipments. Some $4,500 was 

i8Cril>c'J f"*" t''*^ purchase of the latter, the admifsion 

of $35 for each member purchasing the former, and 

uniform to be the personal propertj' of each member. 

uniform consisted of grey coat, suitably trimmed, 

blue cloth trousers, a seal skin shako with pompon. 

id a regulation fatigue cap, for drills. ?eal skin knap- 

saekn, and Springfield rifles. 51 calibre, with nickel plated 

bnn-eU were purchased, and with the belts and plates with 

the monogram P. L. G., was rather a showy and striking 

uniform, and equipments to match. 

At the January meeting an election was held for a cum- 
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mandant and line officers, Mr. Congdon being elected 

Washington Hall was engaged for a drill mom, and 
three rooms in the same building were rented as an ar- 
mory, officers and company rooms, and were fitted up for 
those puiposes in a suitable and substantial manr.er. 

On January 31, 18S0, Major Congdon issued his first 
orders and as they clearly state the object ol the organixa- 
tion, the line, staff' and part of the non-com missMucd staff 
officers, 1 give them in lull, 

HuUQUAR'riBB, "PlTEBBOM LlOBT GuABD,' 

PjiTEBBOK, N. J., Jab, Slst. 1W)0. 
Oenenil Ordi 

I. I1 parsi 
fA imehy am 

IL It iH lielipveil tliat, iu the cirganizHtinu of IhB Pntcreou Ligbt 
Ganfl. tlie ^tmtlemen wLo hnve rarolled tlifnmclvrii bnve Ihna piilprel 
iipnu wluit lli?y caiii>iit«T to be llie diEi'liai^e al, an impiirlHiit piiblio 
liHty, thai (A aflonliuR adclitional prolettiou to the liv^s and pnjjwrty 
of the jieople of I'attisou huiI are furtherwort! actnuted by tbe worthy 
desire (if ] rcmoliDg a Hiitrit of pnblic pride ia a mililaty urKanixation 
at CDmniaiidiiblD diacipliue and drill While this BHKoeiation has nol 
becu effected by the pn:eeBii of eulistmeDt in the Nalioual Onird of 
New ileisey. it hna beeu eutered into with no fei>lirLg of diFrFnpKt or 
dianffcctiun tcraiaril Ihe citiKeii suldiiicy of this State, or Hie aliJe officen 
who oouiiQiind it; bnt, on the cuntniry. witU a desire Vi receive from 
the Hlate BnttoritiiB srnh ut-cf-ptRiiei; ax tJinll iiivest Ihe FiilciBan Ligbt> 
(iiiard with ihe dignity aud leKixmiiibility that will roubtilule it IIm 
Diililaiy inuteclion uf this impoitaat muaidpulity. It ta intended t9 
represent no ei^ecial etats of Bociply. sect, or nationality; t\oi lion it 
arkntiwledi-e ideutificatiou wiih the iotercslB of any particular pcvtion 
of this comniniiily ob agaiast anatber. It is urged, theretorff, thai 
every muu eurolied should rcgnnl himEelf as bound, by uvery uonsid- 
i'ratiou of duty and Imuor, to conform to tbe true churiicter of a sol- 
dier while in uniform, snpporliug on all oua]dun8 his dignity Ra H eiti- 
zi-u and his Te|inlutiDU us a geutleiunii. Fur imly as such can be ex- 
pect to merit the ap]iT<ivn1 of the military uuthorites at tbe Slat^, at 
win Iha reBj>ei.-t and cuulideoce of the citizens of Paterauo. 

111. The following elevlious and appointments, to fill ori^iuiil va- 
ctuiciia, Kta licTvby auuoiiaued: 

( u. A.— (liptiUil, James llcRtp. 

Ist. Lieut.— Juo. H. Beidtui. 
2d Lteiit.— W. H. H. Stiylf^r, 
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Co. B. — Captain, Chas. Curie, 

1st liieut.— Alex. T. Groser. 
2il Lieut— John T. Hilton. 

Staff.— Ad jutiiut, Jjvs. luglis, Jr. 

QuarteruKister, J no. H. Hiudle. 

Commissary, Albert Tilt. 
Paymaster, A. S. Allen. 
Judge Advocate, Geo. S. Cliiswell. 
Chaplain, Rev. Chas. D. Shaw. 
Surgeon, Geo. W. Terriherry, M. D. 
Asst. Surgeon, Theo. Y. Kinue, M. D. 
Sergeant Major, Jos. Mosley. 
Quartermaster Sej-geant, A. D. ^^'intield. 
Commissary S('rq;eaut, AVni. \V. Evans. 

IV. Company drills during Ftbruarv will be held at 8 tj'clook P. M., 
on Tucfsday, 3d, Wednesday, 11th, 'rnes<lay, 17th, and Friday, 27th. 
The officers (including staff) will meet for theoretical drill and instruc- 
tion on Friday evening, Fid)rnary Otb. For the present no visitors will 
be allowed in the Armory during diills. 

Y. From this date mend>ers wid be rc<]nired to answer to the Court 
Martial for all deliuipicncies and absences from drills. 

V^I. Until further ordei-s Conuiiaudants (»f (^>iripanies will dri 1 their 
men in the '-School of tlic Soldier" as far as the Manual of Arms 
(Upton, page 30. ) They will detail nun to serve temporarily as Ser- 
geants. 

VII. All who have n(>t yet procured their uniforms and e<]uipments 
will apply for them at ouce to the (Quartermaster. Until the Armory 
lockers are in readiness, men will ket^p their uniforms, Ac, at their 
homes, lliey are to be worn only on drill or parade, except by per- 
mLbsion of the Comman lant. 

VIII. Men desiring transfer's from eith<?r company to the other will 
make application at once in writing to their resp.-etive Captains. 

Jiv order of 

Jos. \V. CONODON. 

Miij'H' ( 'oiiiliti(li<lunj. 

Jas. Inglis, Jr., Ailjutnut. 

Captains Curie and HcLCii^s ; Lieutenants (Jroscr. vSirvker 
and Hilton; Adjutant In^^lis, Sur^von Terilhcny, and 
Assistant Surj^eon Kinne ; vScri^eiuit Major Moslcy, ;nul 
Coniniissary Sergeant Lvans, were \ctcr:nis ot' tlic way <>t' 
the rebellion, and a niunher oiNelerans were inui-connnis- 
sioned otlicers and pri\at(js in the two conip;niies. 

The oririuiiziition at this time nunihricd ahout 120, at 
least fil'tv per cent, of whom were mt^Tchants. manufactur- 
ers, clerks, salesmen and ])rotcssional men, the halance 
representing the various industries of tlie city. 

As the months rolled around it l)ecame the settled con- 
viction of the orticers and a huge numher of the men. that 
the orofanization would he of moie seivice to the conunun- 
itv, and the State, if eULfratted as National (juardsnien in 
the State service. Negotiations were pending with that 
end in view, when on the first Sunday in .\ray. 1N80, a 
homicide on (jarret Mountain led to a riot in that vicinil\'. 
Great excitement prevailed. Nearly all the officers and 
members flocked to tlie armory and asked to he led out to 
help suppress the riot and restore peace, but Major Cong- 
don knowing the law in such cases, informed the members 
that he was powerless to lead tliem out as a military com- 
pany ; as being an independent organization they were not 
recognized by the State authorities, and could only go as 
individuals as part of a Sheriff's posse. Order was re- 
stored in a few hours by conveying the originator of the 
8 



trouble to Newark, and then came a fusihide against the 
organization from the daily newspapers. Unjust and 
imcalled for criticisms were made, and in one case were 
replied to by ^lajor Congdon, which put the matter prop- 
eriv before the public as follows : 

To the Editor of The Sun: 

Sik:— In justice to the members of the Patei son Light Guard, per- 
mit mo to correct what appeal's to be a misjipprehension on the part of 
the reportei-s who furnished the account of the riot in this city on Snn- 
tlay la>-t, as to the military charat tor and efficiency of that organi- 
zation. 

The battalion wjus very recently formed. It has been in existence 
just three njonths. It has had lait twelve; drills; only six of them with 
ridi s. The men have not been instructed in the tactless as far as 'load- 
ing and lirings. ■' It is no i)art of the State militia. Its enlistnjent pa- 
l)eis are not yet in readinesss for the mustering officer. Althongh 
cartridges were some tini<^ since purchased, they were held on order in 
Niw Y»)rk, because on tlie admission of the battalion in the National 
Ciuard, a different eaitridge would be supplied by the State. 

Its service s Were olTerid without cartri«lg<'S to (icn. Plume, and he re- 
plied that tlie Ij.ittaliou c>)ulil serve only as a Sheriff's posse. Ihe 
SlurJff deelin* (1 the proffered serviet-s because the mcsn were unarmed. 
'Ih.- SlK'riff, the Chitf ..f Police, the Mavor, and the Citv Counsel all 
apin-oved ihe e<»m-se of not bringing out the l)attalion nnarmed. Un- 
<l<r thesr <-<»nditions was nut discretion the better part of valor? 

Jos. W. CoNODON, Cornnmiuhint. 
Pa'ikhson, May .S, 1880." 

Major Congdou's course was endorsed bv high military 
authorits , and (ioNcrnor (ieorge B. McClellan, ex-Com- 
mander of the Arnn of the Potomac, considered the sub- 
ject of so nuich importance that he had the following or- 
der issued : 

State of New Jeksey, ) 

C)ffi(!e of Ad.tltant General, - 
Trenton, May 11th, 188U. ) 
(j'cfit /'f(l Onlcrs Xft. () .• 

The foll(»wing i>aragraph from the statute laws of this State is pub- 
lished tor the infnnnation and guidance uf all c<mcerned. 

"In eas,' of any brea<-h of tli<' peace, tumidt, riot or resistance to 
])roees- of this State, or aj'prchension of immediate danger of the 
sanH>, in any county or city of the State, it shall l.)e lawful fov the may- 
or of <jy, 01 shtrdV of such » onnty, to make applicuition to the ('om- 
njander-ln-('hi( f for military aiil of the National Guard." 

It will be noticed that in case of any api)rehension of darger from 
riot, crrtain r.\\\ otheers ma} legally ap])ly io the Governor of the 
Statr by tt 1« ^raph at the txecutive chandlers at Trenton, for the mili- 
tary aid of the National Guard. 'Ihere is no authority for them to call 
upon any other otVielal of the State for that purpose, there is no au- 
thority for them to use any military organization not in the National 
(juard, to furnish them aid, there is no authority for any such organi- 
zation to attempt, by force of arms, to suppress a mol). In the mean- 
time it is the duty of the civil ollicei-s of the city and county, while 
they may call for aid as herein statcnl, to fully exhaust the po'vers con- 
ferred ui>on said ollicials in the "'Act to prevent routs, riots and tum- 
ultuoiLs a.ssend>lies," befon> the final appt?al Ls made to the stem mter- 
ference of th«^ military arm of the State. 

J5y order of Commander-in-Chief, 

William S. Stkyker, Affjut'int Genenil. 
OlJkidl: 

S. M. I)h;kinson, Aaxiatnitt Atfj'ffi/ut (ic/trraU' 

As one of tlie leading j)apers stated, the above order 
had ' 'obvious reference to the recent disturbance in Pater- 
son, and the action of the "Light Guard' on tliat occasion* 
which is now clear was not only judicious, but the onlv 
action they could have taken ; to have gone out as a mill- 
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tarv organization on that occasion l)cin»i;, as stated in this 
order, contrary to law." 

This riot hastened the nuisterin<]j in of the B.ittalion in 
the vState service, and on May 25th, iSSo, the formal nuis- 
ter took place in the \Vashin<(ton Hall drill room. The 
Paterson Lii^ht (inard as an independent military organi- 
zation ceased to exist, and then he^an the real 

lUSTOHV OF IIIi: MKST IJAr r.\M()N. N. (i. \. J. 

The Battalion was mnstered into the State ser\ ice on 
May 2^, iSSo, by Lient. Col. (i. IC. V. IloWcU'd. Inspect- 
or of tlie 1st Brigade, as Mustering Ollicer, 121 men he- 
inj^ mustered. The line oiHcers were commissioned June 
isth; Malor Con<j:don Tulv is* inid the stall' at \arious 
dates from Julv 27 to Septeuihcr 5th, the only chauLCCs 
from the roster of the I-ij:^ht (ruard beini^ the election of 
ist. Ser<rt. .\aron W IF. Dorennis as ii\ Lieut, of Com- 
panv A in place of Win. II. II. Stryker; the promotion 
of Surireon Terriberrv to tlie Brii^-ade statf, leas iiiLT the 
p(;sition of Sur<^eon vacant until .*^ej)tember 2(j, iSSi. and 
the appointment of C. F. W . M\ers as Assistant Sui-^e<>n. 
Surtrcon Terriberrv acted as Sur<'eon of the Battalion dur- 
in<r the ride sliootiu'j: that vear, h :)\vc\er. b\ ircjUL^st <>f 
Major Con^don. 

The first formal parade of the battalion was on Memo- 
rial Dav, 1880, when it acted as escort to the local (f. A. 
R. Posts. 

On Dec. 2Sth, of that vear, at the unxeilinix of the Statue 
of Mai. (jen. Philip Kearnev in Militarv Park, Newark. 
the battalion made its debut with the Bri'»ade. The 
Army and Navy T<>in"nal in commentiiiLT on that parade, 
says, *"The First Battalion of Paterson, Maior Con''(lon 
with a start'of six ollicers. well mounted, and two C()m])a- 
nies sixteen full files, was third in line. The battalion 
^vas well equipped, their seal skin shakos, handsome 
knapsacks and leather leij^^iivj^s addin*^ to their tine ap- 
pearance. The marchin<j^ and ali'^nments ol" the compa- 
nies were splendid, and notwithstan(hn'Li the cold weather 
the manual of arms on the march was of an excellent de- 
scription. The battalion was the best oi^ani/ation in the 
column and frecjuently a])plaude(b" 

On September 26t]i, iSSi, the battaliou a^ain paiaded 
Avith the Brij^ade in Newark, at the (rarfield obsecjuie^. 

In this vear the Lei^islature authorized tlie (ioxeruor 
**to orjj^ani/e a Pros isional Battalion comj)oseil of c<»mpa- 
nies selected from tlie \vhole bo 1\ of the National (iuaid 
f(;r their proticiency in drill and discipline and soldierU 
bearinjx, neatness in a})poiutments and e(juipinents, to be 
desi<^nated by inspection and conij)etiti\ e drill." to repre- 
-sent the state at the centennial anni\ersar\ of the surren- 
der at 'S'orktow n, \'a. 

Both companies, with their otlkers, were desi^^nated as 
two of the ten compaides to form tliis battalion, ami Major 
Con^ifdon was appointed a special aid on the stalV of tlie 
commandant, Col. and Brev. Brl^. iiL-n. \\. Burd (irnbb. 

The V<jrktown Battalion consisted of 10 companies 33 
full files = 640; 5 Serjeants per company = 50; 1 Com- 



missary per company = 10; Line Officers, 30; Field, 
Start' ami Non-Connnissioned StalV, 20; Supernumerary 
Officers, 12; Band Drum Corps, 80; total, '^J^i, 

The w riter, who has seen hundreds of regiments, both 
in active service and National (juardsmen, has never seen 
a l)etter one. The camp at ^'orktown was an ideal as 
well as a real one, and the discipline was excellent. 

The V . S. Centeimial Connnission notified (Jen. Grubb 
that a silver \ase co^tin<f $i,(kx:) manufactured by Tiffimv 
«\: Co., of New ^'ork, was to be presented by the commis- 
sioners, ''to the reu^iment or battalion which should, dur- 
ing the entire encam|)ment, present the best military ap- 
pearance." The rex iew held bv the President of the 
United States on this memorable battle field was a j^rand 
si<^ht, and from the ai)])lause i^iv en to the New Jersey bat- 
talion on it^ march, it was evident that the tine appear- 
ance and soldierb bearinir of the or«^anization had won 
the appro\al of all who saw it. A connnittee of regular 
arm\ ollicer^ actinia as a board of inspection notified the 
connnissioners that New lersev's Pr<>visional Battalion 
\vere entitled to tlie \ase, and it was ])resented to the or- 
ii^ani/ation in fiont of the old Moore house. The battal- 
ion, which had •'one to \'orktown b\ the wav of Balti- 
more, and tVom there to 'S'orktowii b\ steamer, returned 
home by the route of the Potomac Rixerand Washinji^ton. 
( )n arrivin;^ In Washington the battalion paraded throu<^h 
some of the principal streets, and were re\ iewed by the 
(jeneial of the Arms , W'm. 'J'. Sherman. Tlie citizens 
and those mend)ers ot' the battalion who had not been on 
the trip, tendered a fine recej)tion and bamjuet to the 
^'orkto\vu continnent. 

The va^e on the route was in chaiL^e of a j^uard of 
honor. Color St rL,a'ant l^loiian ()borski ot' the First Bat- 
talion beiuLi one of tliem, and it was subsecpientlv present- 
ed to the Legislature, wlille in session, Lieut. Anj^us of 
3d KeLit. and Lieut. Hilton ol' the I'irst Battalion, actin<( 
as the \ase bearers, at the j)resentation. The Lej^islature 
subse:iuenlK Noted a medal to e\er\ member of the l*ro- 
\isional Battalion, in counnemoration of New lersey's 
achie\ ements. 

The next parade outside of Paterson that the I^'irst Bat- 
talion took part in, was on Mem(»rial l)av. 1S82, when it 
par:ided in New ^'ol•k, and was tlie i^uest of Hawkins 
W'teran /ouaxes, tornierlv the i,th, N. \ . X'ol's, Capt. 
Curie's old reLiiment. 

The /oua\es had a medal struck olF to connnemorate 
t'lis e\ent. 

The Arnn and Na\\ |ournal sa\s of this ]:)arade : 
"Couspleuous and desers ini^ of special connnent for their 
handsome and soldierK appearance was the Paterson 
Li^ht (iuard of New |erse\, who well sustained the high 
reputation won b\ them at ^'orktowll." 

On lune 15 of this yeai', the whole brigade had a field 
da\ at Santiago Park on the banks of the Passaic River. 
During the sham battle, which was a part of the exercises. 
Private \Vm. IC. Meller of Company B was accidently 
shot in the leg with a blank cartridge by one of the men 
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in the rear ranks. At first it was not supposed to l)e 
dangerous, but he died in a few days, and he was buried 
with exceptional honors, the I^rigade Commander and 
Stafi' and the whole of the battalion attendiuia:. Tli()u<'h 
the battalion has lost a ninnber of members In deatli, 
Private Meller is the only member lost in service ; but an 
ex-member, ex-Sergeant John E. Hartley of Company A. 
promoted as ^lajor and Judge Advocate on the Brigade 
staff", sul)sequently died, caused by injuries recei\ed in a 
fall from his horse in the 1SS7 camp at Sea (jirt. 

On Jan. 25th, 1883, a new company. C, was nuistcrcd 
in the State service and attached to the battalion. I'heir 
armory was ^\{;{\ at Continental I Tall, corner of Main and 
Van llouten streets. Alexander T. (noser was connnis- 
sioned as Captain, \Vm. F. Decker ns ist I.ieut., and 
Walter Van Kmburo^h as 2(v Lieut., Feb. i6th, of that 
year. 

Captain Groser and Lieut. Decker had graduated from 
Companies B and A respectively, and Lieut. \'an Fni- 
burgh had sened several years in the 2(1 Battalion at 
Hack en sack. 

The battalion of three companies made their tir^t out- 
door parade on the e\ening of May 25th. preliminary to 
the parade with the Brigade at Jersey City on Memorial 
Day. 

In the two years' service that A and B had exj^erienced 
in the National (luard they had been kept well up to mil- 
itiiry work, and they concluded to lia\e a little of tlie fun, 
on the principle that '\all work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy." 

It is true that they held two ol' the finest military balls 
that Paterson had ever witnessed, and as social e\ents 
they were the leadinjj^ features of the season ; still thev 
yearned for an outside trip, and \oted to go to Saratoga, 
by way of Troy. 

They decided t(^ t;o as the "Paterson Li-jht (iuard," 
wearing their distinctive uniform of grey, suppk-mented 
by white fiannel trousers, and their unique e^juipnients. 

Just before the hour of starting Captain Doiennis. in 
behalf of the organization, stepped fVom the ranks and 
presented Abrjor Congdon with a diamond badge, as a 
token of their estee!n I'or him, and their a])preeiati()n ol' 
his ser\ices as commandant of the organization. ft was a 
genuine surprise to the Major, and he f'eehngh responded 
to the sentiments expressed by the gift, and the remarks 
of Captain Doremus. The l)adge was the battalion es- 
cutcheon in gold, with diamonds set in the centre, and 
surrounding points, and was worth $ j(X). 

They started on Se])teml)er ^d, 1SN3, lea\'ing New York 
on the Steamer Drew, with X'oss's 1st Reg't. N. (i. N. 
J., band, which is a favorite with the l)attali()n. .^''ou- 
venir menu cards were printed by the steamer com])anv, 
and coupled with the menu itself, and the evening con- 
cert by the band, made a deliglitf'ul evening pass to all. 
A breakfast in the Delavan House in Albany the next 
morning put the party in excellent cotulition to meet the 
Trojans. A special boat carried the party to Troy, and 



before the \vharf was reached, cannons belched forth a 
greeting, and the cheers of the large crowd awaiting en- 
smed a hearty welcome. 

The local military, consisting of the Tibbett's Veteran 
Corps, Troy Citizens' Corps, Tibl)ets Cadets, and the 
Fourth Battery, were drawn up in line, and after the 
usual military salutes, the line of march \yas taken up. 
The excursion parU' consisted of 90 of the (Juards and 21 
in\ ited guests, and no \isiting party ever received a 
heartier welcome. Troy is noted for its military spirit 
and large hearts, and the aj^plause accorded to the visit- 
ors made them feel about three inches taller. After the 
parade a baiujuet followed, accomj^anied by excellent mu- 
sic fVom Doring's celebrated band. The toasts were 
unicjue. an<l tlie resj^onses very good. A general inter- 
change of courtesies tlien followed, and at the hour of de- 
parture the \ isilors could scarcely tear themselves away. 

The reii^ular train had gone ; a special was made up, and 
amid handshakings, a hunched '*come and see us agains** 
and ••come down and see us," clieers loud enough to raise 
the roof, and we were off for Saratoga. Arriving there 
the Saratoga Citizens' Corps awaited the party, and escort- 
ed the \ isitors to their cjuarters, the Grand L^nion HoteL 
Mine host Clair had a^signetl one wing of that hugh cara- 
\ansarv to the partv and told them to enjoy themselves, 
and the\ (hd. The only military duty reciuired of them 
was a dress j)arade and escort to the colors; the balance of 
the two da\s' stay being ()ccu[)ied as each itulividnal saw 
fit. F.xcursions to Saratoga lake, a horsel)ack parade, and 
a paroch on it by the funny members of the party, wl;a 
hired all the \ illage carts in the place and decked them- 
sebes out with sunflowers, were some of the notable fea- 
tures of the sta\ . The ofhcers of the Citizens' Corps ten- 
dered main courtesies which were appreciated. Tht un- 
dress j)arade in the hotel at midnight, the genial Capt. 
BegLi's. connnandant, was one of the f'mmiest incidents of 
the tiip, and is of'ten spoken of to this day. But even fim 
nuist end some time, and on the 7th the pilgrims bid good 
b\e to Saratoga, and its springs; its Citizens' Ccu'ps, and 
big h«)tels: :;n 1 the steamer that left Albany that night car- 
ried a prett\ tire<l party, who went to sleep a little earlier 
than the\ did on the up trip. A breakfast at the Metro- 
politan Hotel in New ^"ork closed one of the tinest excur- 
sions that the organizatioii e\er hatl and reflected credit on 
the connnittee of arrani-ements. headed by Major Conjxdon 
and (Quartermaster 11 indie. The fhie executive ability 
possessed bv the latter was ne\er better exemplified than 
on this excursion. 

The year 1SS4 was memorable from the \isit to I'aterson 
of one of the organizations who ga\ e the Liglit Guard 
such a hearty reception at Troy, the Tibbets X'eteran 
Corps. 

No \isit of this kind had taken place since before the 
war, and the battalion decided to make it warm for them, 
and show that Paterson was not devoid of a military or 
hospitable spirit. Joint connnittees of the soldiers and cit- 
izens were appointed, and they went to work with a vinu 
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Thousands of dollars were subscribed, and the heart} co- 
operation of the citizens, Farrat^ut and Chaplain l^utler 
Posts, G. A. R., the firemen and other r)ro:anizations, 
made the reception the hearty outpouriui^ and friendly 
greeting that it was. They arrived here on tlie morning 
of June 12. The whole city was in holiday garl) ; Hags, 
streamers and bunting, were disphiyed from every build- 
ing on the.line of march, and c>n hundreds of others out- 
side the line of march. When the train bearin*^ the vis- 
itors rolled into the depot, cannon boomed out the signal 
and then it seemed as if pandemonium reigned in the city. 
Cheers rent the air, whistles shrieked, and bells pealed 
forth their volume of sound. The line of march was soon 
taken up and the noisy greeting continued. The lire ap- 
paratus had been concentrated on the line of march, and 
their whistles added to the din, while the applause was 
continuous from the beginning to tlie end oi* the march. 

The parade headed for Passaic V\\\\s w here a collation 
was provided, and after a long rest the march was re- 
sumed and the Armory reached. At } P. M. a bancjuet 
was given to the visitors, the tables tilhng W'asliington 
Hall. Toasts \vere oHered, and responses made, and the 
hall was then cleared for a reception and ball in the even- 
ing, which was attended bv the best people of Paterson. 

The visitors were to leave at \i o'clock, midniu^lu, and 
just before that hour the line was formed. 

A committee on tireworks had been appointed, and 
iireworks were distributed along the route tlie result 
proved that the committee had performed their work in a 
thorouLjii manner. Company C especialh (listin<>uishinir 
itself. Such a mass of fire, b()ml)s. rockets and Roman 
candles were usjd, tliat it was one continual «>lare from 
the Armory to the depot. l'^it\een thousand ])eople were 
on the streets, and Paterson ne\er had a demonstration t(^ 
equal it. Von cannot mentif)n the \ isit to a Tibbetts W-t- 
eran, even at this day. but he will speak of the wa\ "thes 
fired us out of town." 

On Dec. 3d, iSS^, Co. A, Capt. A. \'. 11. Doiemus. 
formed part of the Pro\ isional Hatalion to act as escort In 
Trenton to the remains of Major (leneral (iershoin Mott 
hite Commander of the l)i\ision of the National (Juard of 
New Terse v. 

Memorial Day, i8Ss. found tlie i st HrlLfade. \. (i. X. 
J., in Paterson, to act as esc(»rt to the (i. A. R. After 
the parade the Brigade marched down to Rberslde to bi\- 
ouac. Cluster, inspection, and a re\ lew followed. 

Our city had not witnessed a nrl<>ade ])arade for o\ er 
30 years, and this one con\ inced oui- citizens and Hoard 
of Aldermen that the National (iuard amounted to some- 
thing, for (ni June 15th, the latter body voted $ ;o:j to pay 
the Armory rent of the battalion, wliich the latter had pe- 
titioned for for several years. 

On Aug. 8th of this year the battalion paraded with the 
whole Division of the State, in New York city, at the 
obsequies of General U. S. Grant, and paid their last re- 
-spects to that great Captain. 



This year also f(nmd the battalion in their first camp 
with the Briirade at Sea (jirt, and received the instruction 
that is impossible to give in the Artnory. 

The discipline was good, and the men returned home 
with a better appreciation of a soldier's duties. 

The battalion went into camp with a Lieut. Col. as the 
[legislature at its last session had ])assed a bill giving a 
battalion with three companies an oihcer of that rank. 
Major Congdon had earned the promotion, and he was 
unanimously elected, and connnissioned May 5th, 1885. 
Capt. Aaron \'. 11. Doremus was elected M:^.jor on the 
same date, but resigned Tub i Uh. 

The terms of enlistment of a large number of Co. A*s 
men had expired, an<l it was decided Iw that company to 
go on an exclusion before the men applied for their dis- 
charge. ProNldence, R. 1., was decided on, and they 
left Paterson on Oct. i^th, Ibr that city. 

They were received very handsomely by the P^irst 
Flight Infantrv of Providence; treated to a Rhode Island 
clam l)ake dow n the river, tendered a reception and ball, 
and were well entertained and taken care of by that fine 
and well known organization. 

The sample of men who went on that excursion seem- 
ed to be well liked in Providence, and the First Light 
Infantrv decided to see what the rest of the battalion was 
like, so a return \ isit was made by that organization on 
Oct. 12th, iSS6. 

The hlstorv of the reception of the Troy Corps was re- 
peated in most of the programme, except the fireworks, as 
the visitors left on the afternot>n of the second day, after a 
military lawn i)artv on Colt's Hill. The battalion had 
been without a Major since the leslgnation of Major Dore- 
nuis. until April <)th, of this year, when Capt. Samuel V. 
S. Mu/zv, Co. A, was connnissioned to fill the vacancy, 
and he was succeeded bv Lieut. John R. Beam as Captain 
of that companv . 

The bi-centennlal at Passaic gave the battalion an op- 
portunitv to parade in our sister cltv , and add to the inter- 
est in that celel)ratlon. on lune 12th, iSSfS, and it also ijave 
the Major the first o])p;)rtunlty he had had to command 
the battalion. 

An Inleistate competitive prize drill at Washington, D. 
C. was annoiincevl in Mav iSSj. and Company C of the 
battalion concluded to enter the list of competitors. Practice 
drills were held, ami the company took their departure for 
the national capital on the 23(1 of that month. I'hough not 
successful in capturlni^ a prize, the comj^any made a fine 
show inL(. and received considerable j^raise for their thor- 
oui^li and solid work done on tiiat occasion. Three offi- 
cers, lour sergeants and sixteen files \vere the number des- 
ignated to form the competitive company, and that num- 
b.M" with a tew sul)stitutes to provide against accident, rep- 
resented not only tlie battalion, but our State as well, in 
this interesting competition. 

They arrived home w hile the Memorial Day parade was 
on the march, and fell into the colunni while the latter was 
in motion. 
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The fatal accident aiitl death of 2d Lieut. Robert T- 
Burke, Co. A., on May nth, 1887, is the only loss of an 
officer in commission that the First Battalion has sustain- 
ed. Lieut. Burke was a general favorite, and his death 
was much regretted. 

The third calamity, for so it seemed, of the year, was the 
resignation of Lt. Col. Congdon on July 4th. A general 
feeling of depression ran through the hatlalion, while some 
of the local papers and the public talked as if the organiza- 
tion were going to the eternal bow-wows. But the able 
manner in which Major Muzzy handled the battalion in 
camp in August of that year, 1887, soon convinced the 
croakers that the organization was here to stav, and was 
too permanent in character to live or die bv the existence 
of one man. 

The camp in that year taught a number of new men in 
the battalion part of a soldier's lite, and so far as the sdI- 
-dierly qualities were coticerned, and the use of the onj:ani- 
zation as a militarv body, it was, ifauvthinir, stron^aM- in 
.those qualities than at any time in the past. 

On Sept. 17th of this year a detachment of two provis- 
ional companies from the battalion consolidated w ith the 
Fourth Regiment to parade with the Second I>riga(le in 
Philadelphia, at the Centennial connnemoration of the 
adoption of the National Constitution. 

On June 30th, 1888, one provisional compauN took j)art 
with the First Regimetit, X. G. X. J., in the dedication 
of the State monuments at (Jettvsl)urg, l*a., and were in 
camp several days on that memorable l)attle field. 

The Centennial celebration of the inauiruration of the 
first President of the United States, held in Xew \'ork 
city on April 30th, 1889, bronght the Division together 
•once more, and the public press, the pul)lic theniscKes, 
and high military authority, concurred in the opinion that 
no State surpassed Xew Jersey in tlie ap|)earance, e(|uip- 
ments and soldierlv bearing of her Xational (iiiard. It 
was a grand parade, and representatix e bodies were there 
from nearly every State in the Tnion, w hile it Wiis esti- 
mated that a million of strangers were there as spectator^. 
The battalion had taken part in the })ara(ie on the Centen- 
nial celebration of the exacuation of New \'ork 1)\ the 
British, but neither the occasion, nor the daN itself were 
equal in importance, or grander in ellect, to the parade of 
1889. 

This year was also signalized by the 3d and best camp 
that the battalion had participated in. 'J'he \\(^rk was 
harder, the discipline more strict, and the weatlier hotter 
than on any previous camj), but the conniiand never did 
their dutv more cheert'ullv. Each oruanization mounted 
Brigade guard in turn, and that guard was responsible for 
the protection of the camp for twentv-four hours. The 
work of the guard of the First Battalion was exceptionallv 
good, and called forth commendation from Brigade Head- 
quarters. More prisoners w ere caught trving to run the 
guard than all of the other organizations together had 
caught, and though this temporarily caused a little feeling 
wth the other organizations, their officers subsequent! v 



acknowledged that the guard was only doing its duty. 
The battalion marched from camp a stronger and better 
organization than it had ever been in the past, and it is 
hoped that it may continue in this high standard. 

Space does not admit of speaking at length of all the so- 
cial events that the battalion has been engaged in, but the 
annual balls that have l)een held were t/ie events of the 
season, and were watched for ea<rerlv bv oiu' own citizens 
and those of the surrounding country. The receptions to 
General E. Burd (irubb, (ieneral Steele, (jovernor Green 
and others; the balls devoted to charity, the Old Ladies' 
Home and St. Joseph's Hospital, where thousands of dol- 
lars were s])ejU, or raised for those objects, are too fresh in 
the minds of our citizens to require repeating, and are but 
the adjimcts of this organization. 

Other impoitant parades and events have been associated 
\vith the history (if the battalion, l)ut this imperfect sketch is 
considered snihcient to show that the First Battaliim, X. G. 
X. I., has been and is of some use. The moral effect and 
l)atriotic inthience in our citv has been good, and in this 
grand repuldic it is the duty of the city, county, and state, 
to propeily sup])ort such an organization. 

Our country does not want or require a standing army, 
but we nuist rely on our |)rivate citizens, our organized, 
and I'.n-orLfanized militia: and the State is remiss in its 
duty if it does not see to it that its citizens are taught the 
lirst principles of defence, either for inward strife, or out- 
\\ard conflict. Had the Xorthern States taken as much 
interest in tlieir militia and military matters as the South 
did. the war of the rebellic^n woidd not have lasted as 
long. The\ were prepared lor the conHict by almost uni- 
versal militarv training';. \\c were not. Thev were of- 
ilcered b\ skilled and competent oihcers in a short time. 
We had to educate ours in the held, at the expense of 
blood and li\es. The writer \vas in a company diu'ing 
this stiiiggle, not hftx per cent, of whom could hit a barn 
door at KX) xards: how dinerent with the First Battalion I 

The ns'j ot snch an ()ri;'ani/ation as a school for future 
otlicers. f(ir learning the hrst principles of a soldier^s 
duties, and for tlie education and teachings of discipline, 
is worth more than it costs. 

riie battalion has been honored bv the promotion of a 
number ol' its members to tlie \arious staffs in the State, as 
Ibllows : 

John W. ll()iu;uii<\ Colonel and Ail-<le-('an>i), Governor's Staflf. 
Charles A^now. " " '• " " 

Goor^'o W. Terribcrry, " '• SnrL,M'ou, Division " 

William Str:in|^'e, Lient. Col. au<l Qii»irU'rniast(>r. " " 

John E. Hiirtley, Major and Jnd^^e Advocate. Bripido " 

llohert I. Hopper, " .4 .; 

Of the ollicers that the hatlalion has been honored with. 
Major Aaron \". H. Dorenuis, Caj)tain James Beggs, 
Captain and C^uartermaster John H. Hindle and Lieuten- 
ant Robert J. Burke are now dead. 

KIM.E IMIACTICK OF Till-: FIKST HA I TALIOX. 

''The use of arms is the right of freemen," our Chap- 
lain told us in his Memorial sermon the other day, May 
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36th, 1890, and he nii^i^ht have added, tlie knowledj^e of 
arms is the duty of freemen, and the citizen solther, for 
unless the freeman or soUher has a knowledixe of the use 
of his riHe, and its capahilitv to |)erform the work for 
which it was constructed and placed In his hands, it is but 
a waste of time and words to place it tliere. 

Given an ecjual number of men in two dilVerent orj^ani- 
zations, one to be thorou<^ldv drilled in the tactics, cere- 
monies and marchln<i^, but witlmut the practical knowl- 
ed<ije of the rille ; the other knowing onlv the rudiments 
of the drills, and w^A a word about a dress parade or re- 
view, but with the full knowledi^c and use of the rlHc 
skilled to the j)oint of hiltin;;- the mark at jcxj to ^00 
yards whenever they choose, and I will take mv chances 
with the hitter organization ever\ time. The Indl\ Idual 
knowledjJ^e and use of the rlile Lib es the soldier conlidence 
in himself and his ortiani/ation, and makes him teel that 
they are in\ incible. The lesson of the Hoer war In South 
Africa, where the un(liscli)lined Dutch buri^hers decima- 
ted the splendidly formed. dlsci[)liued and armed i'orces 
of Enj'land, was a lesson that e\er\ mllltar\ man ouL>ht to 
studv. \Vhile the b^n^rhsh soldier Is no mean ad\ersar\ 
with a rifle, the Dutch Hoer In this case was eminentb 
his superior, and by that superiorIt\ thev i^alned their free- 
dom and autonomy for their laud. 

It is this knowledge that has caused the ollicers of the 
First Battalion to instil in the minds of their men, l)oth b\ 
precept and example, this fundamental principle of the 
skilled soldier. Some oflicers have considered this branch 
of instruction both in theory and ])ractlce, more Im})ortant 
than other officers do, and have made It a s})eclalt\, but, 
as with the other historv of the orffanlzatlon, we are not 
ashamed of the rifle practice of the I'Irst liattalion. 

It was inau^rurated one Saturdas' afternoon In |ul\, 
iSSo, at Hrinton Rantre near IClI/abeth. The rauLfc was 
owned by a private association and leased on certain da\ s 
by the State for the practice of the 1st IJrl^ade. Tlie 
party of othcers and men that went down to the nm-^e 
that afternoon numbered but six or eiL,dil who expected to 
quality as marksmen under the assoeiallon rules, which 
was allowed bv State reLTulatiou. Lieut, llihon lo his own 
surprise, as well as to the others, was the onl\ one who 
did C|ualif\, l)ut dm-inir the balance of the season eighteen 
others made the recjulsite fitU per cent, of points and were 
honored with a markman's badt^e. 

Four of the orlL^hud H) are si I II membeis ol' thi- Ikit- 
alion, viz: Capt. Win. V. Decker, Adjutant lohn T. 
Hilton, 2(1 Lieut. Charles Kevnolds and ex-Coloi" .''•eiL^'t. 
and Private l^dw in S. Brown. Capt. Dicker and Lieut. 
Reynolds ha\e qualltied each \ear since that and now 
have the proud distinction of wearluLf the '><»l(l cross tor 
10 vears' marksinanslilp. 

Captain Albert Tilt was connnissloned as Inspector of 
Rifle Practice Aui^ust 5th, iSSo. lie was verv proud of 
his department, and by his interest and cordial co-opera- 
tion with the other officers of the battalion, proved himself 
to be an admirable acquisition to the or<]^anization. The 



battalion <ifained a percenta<^e of 22.88 that year which was 
higher than Ave reji^iments in the State, and [^ave us fourth 
place in line of merit, the hij^hest percenta<^e attained by 
anv regiment or battation in the vState being 44. 6^.. 

That would nc>t do for the First Battalion, and the next 
year, iSSi, 60 marksmen (lualilied, and the battalion per- 
centage junq)ed to second place in tigure of merit, 51.42, 
or but \'0.\ |)oints below the highest. 

In the figure of merit b\- com|)anies, neither one of the 
companies then lorming the battalion need hide their 
score sheets; Company A being the (jth in line, with a 
percentage of 50. (x>, and Companv I] a close loth, with a 
percentage of 19.8 }. 

The State regimental tigure of merit had advanced 
nearly i i points over the preceding }ear, and the season's 
shooting ended with the j^ercentage of ^q.46 to shoot at 
the next vear. 

In 1SS2 the battalion headed the vState list with ^G 
marksmen and a percentage of 64.13, leading the next 
highest organization b\ 23.97 points. This improvement 
was (\uv to the enthusiasm ol' the men on the subject, en- 
couraged by the oflicers both In instruction, and the ofler- 
Ing of a battalion ])rlze badge for the best marksman. 
Co!nj)an\ B had also ollered a j)rize badge, and Lieut. 
Hilton, who \\as acting as Ins])ector of Rifle Practice dur- 
ing the absence of Caj)taln Tilt In Kinope, was also as- 
signed b\ Ca])taln Curie to the special dutv of rifle instruc- 
toi" to this companx . 

riie com])etitIon for the battalion badge was general, 
and was an\bodv*s race uj) to October, when it practicallv 
narrowed down to tour com})etitors, and the 30th of that 
month, the cwd of tlie season, saw vSergeant Decker the 
champion marksman of the battalion. As this competi- 
tion was \ IrtualK the best schooling the battalion had ex- 
perienced, and the results were far reaching, as the knowl- 
edge gained tliere Is still In use w Ith us, I take the liberty 
of gbing the names and scores of t!ie competitors: 

S<- (res. AL'^^n-uMle. Percent. 
S(i-t':mt Will. F. Di'.k.r, Co. A 4«;, 45. l~) i:^»; 9U 

Piivnt.- \Viii H. Smitli, •• "... 4's 44. 4:i VX\ 88 

Li.ut. Joi.n r. Hilton. •- 1? 4.'., 4:^. 43 \'.\\ 87 

Piivat.- Klwin S. r,n.\vn, " " 44,42,41 127 8t 

The coufjitlons of the match called for the aggregate of 
tlie three best stoics made b\ ainof the competitors; ^ 
shots at the Jo.), and ^ sliots at tlie ^oo \ar(l range; mak- 
ing a ])ossible ot ^o points i'or the 10 shots. 

C(>m])an\ B's badge went to Lieut. Hilton, and when 
through torce ol circumstances he was forcetl to resign, he 
had the ])roU(l satislactlon of seeing his companv at the 
head of the Slate list with a percentage of J.v''^-*' Com- 
pany A being third in line with a percentage (jf ^b.ii. 

The battalion faced the targets in i SS :^ w It!i a new com- 
pany, C; and it was supposed \\ e would lose our lead. 
But the men of that companv were composed of soldier 
material and Sergeant Decker, now a Lieutenant in Com- 
pany C, was the principal instructor. With such ma- 
terial and such an instructor it was no surprise to the 
writer to note that the battalion were still on top, with 114 
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tnarksmen and 61.S3 as our figure of merit, leading the 
next regiment by i5'09 points. 

Company C led the battalion, and was second in the 
State, by a percentage of 67.79. Company B followed 
next, both in battalion and State, with 64.03, and Com- 
pany A followed third in the battalion, and sixth in the 
State with 58.36. 

In 1S84 notliing memorable occurred except tliat the 
scores and percentages were Icnver. The battalion wound 
uo the season with 112 marksmen and a fitrnre of merit of 
57.93, the highest in the State. Company C kept her 
place botii on Battalion and State list, by a percentage of 
65.16. Company B while kee|)ing her battalion place 
dropped down to fourth in tlie vState list, and quit with 

55-57- 

Company A fared the worst, as she dropped to the eighth 
place on the State roll, and lowered her j)ercentage to 

47.76. 

The year iS8^ was memorable tVom the large nuuiber of 
marksmen we had, 127, and the liigh j^ercentagc of the 
battalion, 69. ^s, and we were still iu the lead. 

It was especially memorable to Company C. as e\-Ser- 
_geant Decker of Company A \vas now Captain ofC, and 
a rifle expert, and the company rolled \\\) the higiiest per- 
centa<re that had eyer been achiexed in the wState, ha\ iuLf 
96.84 to her credit, and was the first on the v*^tate list. 
Company B followed second on both lists with 68.3s • 
while Company A still kept her place on the battalion list, 
.but went up one notch to yth ])lace on the Stale list. 

The season of i885 opened with a new Inspector for tlie 
battidion. Captain Tilt ha\ ing resigned, and ex-Scigeant 
Edmund G. Edwards was conunissioned Captain and In- 
spector of Rifle Practice Xoy. loth. 1SS5. Captain Va\- 
wards was a good rifle shot, and a competent instructor. 
His instruction aimed to school the nieti into calmness and 
judgment of their work, .so that each sh(»t would be a 
lesson for their next one. If. as some of the olllcers 
<:laim, that the scoring by the members of a battalion prac- 
ticing did not giye the true results that paid markers out- 
side of the or^ranization shootin<>- would "'iNc, and that it 
was shown this year by the new system to be nuich lower 
in percentage, we still had the satislaction of seeing tliat 
by the new system of ])aid scorers we could shoot as well 
as score, for we headed the State list this year \\\{.\\ 42 
marksmen, and 48.44 as our ligure of merit. 

Other organizations showed these low percentages also. 
The discharge of so many of the men or Companies .V and 
B whose time had expired was also against us, and that 
fact is the more remarkable when we see tliat Company .\ 
had jrot tired of beini; on the bottom of the list, and had 
jumped to the top of both vState and battalion list with a 
percentage of 52.60. 

Company C followed next both in vState and battalion 
list, with 50.75, while Company B had taken a drop to 
third in the battalion, and seyentli in the State list, with 
41.64 to its credit. 



In 1887, ^^^ ^^^^ ^**^^ time since it gained it in 1882, the 
battalion lost its lead and came in second. The Second 
Regiment re-organized from the old 9th Regiment, had 
been creeping up on us, and now led the State. 

Wc had 29 marksmen: 123 1st class; 25 id class and 
84 3d class shots, with a percentage of 41.30. 

Our companies also lost their head and were rated on 
the State list as follows : 

Compjiuy C, 0th, figure of merit 43.37 

A, 7th, '♦ " 41. 2U 

H, 12th, '' " 36.14 

In 1887 tlie battalion was again in the lead with Si 
marksmen, and an impro\ed percentage of 48.03. 

The olfering of prize badges by Major Muzzy, Surgeon 
Myers, and (Quartermaster Rol^ert I. Hopper, for the best 
score of the season, and the establishment of a local ranore 
\yas no doubt the reason for this increase. The same rea- 
sons showed the same results in 1882, and was as strong 
an aigument as any that could be adduced for the main- 
tenance of local ranires, and incentiyes for iroi^d scores. 
Corporal Deitricli. of Co. C, won the Major's badge; Pri- 
\ate Ranson, of Co. B. the Surgeon's badge; and Qiiarter- 
master Sergeant Mu/z\ the (>Jjiartermaster's badge. Com- 
\rAn\ B had spurred herself and was second on the State 
list with 52.15 to her credit; being but o.^i below the 
highest. Company C still retained her fifth place with 
47.29; and Company A had dropped to tenth place vvith 
41.44: a higher score than last year, but the percentages 
had adyanced alouLi* the whole line of the State. 

In 18S:; the battalion was still in the lead with G6 marks- 
men; 74 lirst class men; 44 second class; and had a per- 
centage of 49.87. While Company B had dropped back, 
the ])osition of the comj)anies as a \vhole was better, for 
they followed each other successiyely ; Company C being 
third w ith 52.00. Company B being fourth with 46.83, and 
CompauN A being llfth with ^v97 as the figures of merit. 

An Int.'r-State matc'n was shot at tlie Sea Girt ran<re 
this Near by teams ot' 12, from New \'ork, Delaware, and 
New lerse\ : the First Battalion furnishiui^ three men on 
the latter team, whose shooting- \yas a credit to the or<ran- 
izati(»n theN l)eloni/ed to. The\' made an ayera<re of 
83. ()t) per cent, ranking second, third, and sixth place on 
the team, and had the l)alance of* the men done as \yell 
New Jersey would ha\e won the match, instead of losing 
it by 3 ])oints. 

As tlieir personal scores are of interest and may be of 

use in the future I record them : 

Score at 200 
Toaiii No. NiMue. Yards. 500 Total. 

•2 dipt. Will. F. Decker. 10 4 1 8G 

3 Privati' John llansuii 41 44 8o 

r, Color Scr^'ejuit Chus. Chliiii 43 37 80 

An accident preyented Caj)tain Decker from making a 
hiirher and the ranking score, but his work at this and 
other times in tlie past indicates that he is one of the best 
rifle shots in the State, and allied with Priyate Ranson can 
probably equal the score of any two men from any regi- 
ment or battalion in the State. 
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GATUNG GUN PRACTICE. 

On Jan. 14, 1886, Color Sergeant Florian Oborski was 
commissioned as First Lieutenant and Commandant ol' the 
Gun Squad, subsequently known as the Gun Detachment. 

In the same year the Inspector General of Rltic Practice 
reports as follows: '*The efficiency of the Gatling Gun 
when properly handled was never better demonstrated 
than on August 27th last, when General Sewell ordered 
Gatling Gun Co. *'B" on the range lor practice. The 
gim was sighted for 300 yards, each shot, and made 52 
points out of a possible 75 equal to 69 per cent.'* 

In the year following, and the lirst in camp and practice 
for Lt. Oborski's command, he tried his hand at shooting 
the gun and made 41 out of the possible 50, or S2 per 
cent, a good beginning. He also fired 360 shots in 5S se- 
conds. 

In the following camp, 18S9, there was a c<^mpetition 
between the First Battalion detachment imd the (iatUng 
Gun Co. A, manned by veterans of the late war. The 
First Battalion gun made 126 points to 1 19 of the other or- 
ganization, but in volley firing the First Battalion gun fired 
595 shots in 85 seconds, while Gatling (nm Co. A, fired 
655 shots in 90 seconds, equal to 7.2;; shots per second, or 
0.29 of a shot in excess of the local gun. This speaks well 
for the First Battalion Gun Detachment, and we all regret 
the resignation of such a competent and enthusiastic officer 
as Lieut. Oborski. 

INSI'KCTIONS OF THK FIUST BATTAIJOX. 

At the date of the muster in<r of the First Battalion into 
the National Guard of the State, the standard of the organ- 
izations was far below that of 1890. Thougli the Adjutant 
General in iSSi reports that **the high standard of drill 
and general efficiency of our several regiments and battal- 
ions have, I think, been fullv maintained (hirin<jthe vear," 
the detailed reports of the First and Second Brigade In- 
spectors do not show any such flattering picture. Isolated 
instimces of companies and regiments merited this lan- 
guage of the Adjutant-General, but iVom the Brigade In- 
spector's reports, it would indicate that efficiency was the 
exception, and not the rule. The trouble was not so much 
with the men as with the officers, as the past and present 



show, that with good officers our National Guard is equal 
to any emergency. 

The improvement all along the line, and especially in 
the First Brigade is due to the improvement in the officers, 
and probably no cause for this improvement has been so 
potent as the mingling together of organizations and offi- 
cers, at the various parades and camps, and lastly, as the 
writer believes, to the influence and high stimdard aimed 
at by the First Battidion. The battidion was composed for 
the most part of picked men, who took great pride in the 
organization. The Commandant was indefatigable in his 
eflbrts to make the organization as perfect as possible, and 
he was ably assisted by a competent corps of officers. Or 
the muster and inspection of the battalion in 1881, the In- 
spector-General says 'd)ut one oflicerand fourteen enlisted 
men were absent ; companies parading an average of 
fiftv-eij^ht men, the hi<;hest for anv battalion in the division. 
The command made an excellent appearance, is com- 
posed of good material : its discipline is superior, and its 
esprit dc i:f5r/5 evident.'' The Brigade-Inspector Lt. Col. 
G. E. F. Howard reported: **This battalion is deserving 
of special mention for its proficiency in drill and the man- 
ual of arms, the result of hard work and careffil attention 
to the tactics on the part of both oflicers and enlisted 



men. 

In the limited space of this article it is im]x>ssib]e to 
(juote the report of the Inspector for each year, and it is 
unnecessarv to do so, as the followinjj fiijures show a re- 
cord not equalled by any regiment or battalion in the. 
State. 

I IRST HATTALION Ml STKHS AM) IXSPKCTIOX. 



Y«Mr. 


Total Streugtii. 


Nuni»»er Altsent. 


Percent ajfi*. 


1880 


1-2G 




100 


1881 


151 


15 


90 


18S2 


ir»H 


13 


9H 


1SS3 


2(»2 


17 


9'i 


1K81 


207 


12 


94.2 


188.) 


•20.> 


18 


91.2 


1H8() 


240 


13 


94.7 


18H7 


200 


12 


95^ 


1888 


24o 


2 


99.2 


18SU 


2;J8 


13 


94.\ 


18!m 


215 


1 


99. si. 



PATERS ON, ILLUSTRATED. 



97 



TABULATED ROSTER OF OFFICERS OF THE FIRST BATTALION. 



DATK Ol' COMMISSIONS, rUOMOTIOXS, It KSI(;\ ATIONS AND I>KATUS. 



FIKLI) AND STAFF. 



ii 



Major . . . 



Lieut Col Joseph ^V. ( 'oh^mIuu . 

Ssuninl V. S. Muzzy 
Josr].h W. CoiiLjdoii . 
Aaron V. H. Doioiiius 
Siiiiiuol V. S, Muzzy . 
" .lolui K. HcaiH . . .\ . 

AdjutJiut James lui^li'^, Jr 



•( 



(i 






Jolni T. Hilton 

Quartoruiaster Jolm H. IIin<ll<' ... 

liolxit 1. Hnpj)f'r . . 

Jolm H. Hopjicr. . . , . 

Paymaster Alphous S. Alk-n . . , 

John I;. Omklin 

Surgeon . . ( hailes F. \V. Myers. 

Ass't Surcjeon C'li.iilrs V. \\ . Mvei>^. 

Hush Neer 

Thomas r. 0'< 'ii;uly . 

Chaplain CliaiUs 1). Shaw ... 

Judge A(lv(M'ate (i(0!«.4r s. Chiswrll . 

Alhiit .V. Wil.-.)x . . . , 

. . K<>l)i it WiUiams . . . 

Inspector of Kitle t'raeliee. Alhcit Tilt 

K<hnuml (t. Klwaids 

Lieut, of Gun Detaehment Fl<»rian ()h<)i>ki ... 

LINK ()FKI('FJ:s, 






It 



Co. A. — Captain. . 



(I 



1st Lieutenant 






2(1 Lieutenant. 



t ( 

I ( 
t { 
I k 



Co. B. — Captain . 



i( 



1st Li(Mitenant 



2(1 LltMitenant 



Co. C — Captain 



Ist Lieutenant 



2cl Lieutenant. 

a 
ti 



James Ikv4^ . . 

Aaron V. H. I>or('mus. . . 
Samuel V. S. Muzzy , . . 

J<»]in II Beam 

Ileniy Muzzy 

J(thn H. lier.lau 

.\aron \'. 11. l)ort'mus . . . 
Samiul V. S Muzzy , . . . 

Jolui ii Beam 

Henry Muz/y 

Joseph ('. Eanwhaw 

Aaron V. H. I ).>r«inus . . 
Samuel V. S. Mu/zy . . 

John K. 1m am 

John ('. lio\vt'rin_c 

Heurv .Muzzv 

liolMit J. Jlurk. t 

J<'S( [ill < '. F/uii^liaw . . . 

IJolxrt H. Sr. rii tt 

( 'harlf^ ( 'iirie 

James licLi'^s 

Samuel 1 h<»i{> 

Iloht It H. Forilyee 

Alexander T. (iioser .... 

Samuel 1 horp 

li .hert H. For.lyee 

Au;^u>-tus \";ni < fl< son . . . . 

John T. Hilton 

Kohert H. Foidyee 

Freihriek T. V.-MKhu'voort. 

Auf^'Ustus Van (iieson 

Charles lievnolds 

Alexander T. (Iroser . . , 

William F. Deeker 

William F. Decker 

Walter Van Emljurj^h. . . . 

James I'arker 

Walt(u- Van Kml)ur^dl. . . . 

James Pjirker 

Cornelius V. W. Fonda. . . 



Conmiissioned. 



Promoted. 



'March 20, '8'J 



Sei>t. 29, 'HI 



May T), '85 

I)e(''. 12, 's*j 

July lo, 'HO May 5th, '85 

Mav 5 '85 

Apiil <;. SC. Dee. 12, '85. 

Dec. 12, '8V) 

July 27, 'SO 

Dev'-. 8. ■S5 

July 27. "SO 

Feb. <;, 'H8 

April i:5. s'.) 

July 27. "SO 

Nov. ]!). '^5 . . 

Sept. 2'.>, SI 

Sej.t. ]0, 'SO 

Sei)t. 'it', 'SI 

July -^2, "S*; 

All*;. 5, SO . 

.\u-. 5. 'SO 

Sept. S, 'SO 

April U, "OO 

Auu'. 5. 'SO 

N(.v. ](i, '85 

Jan. 11. 'si; 



Juii.' 15, SO 

Mav IJ. sj \Iav 5, '85 . 

M:iy 21, "s5 De(-. 12, "S'J 

April 2'.', "Si; ! Dec. 12, "s:» 

F(h. 2o, •'.)() 

June 15. "SI* ! 

Oct. 1 I, SI 1 M;iv 12, 82. , 

May 12. S2 May 21. ■s5. . 

Ahiy 21. s.i I Aj.ril 2W, 'sr, 

Aj)!]! -Jii. sr, Feb. 20, '\)(\ 

Feb. 20, 'JO 

June 15. \S0 



Oet. 14, "81 
Oct. 10. 81 ■ Mav 12. 'S2 



Mav 12, 'SJ . 
Alav 21, "s.-, 
March is, -sC, 
July 22. 'si;. . 

Juu<' 2;;. ■s7. 

F. b. 21 ». "1)0. . 
June \'^ "so . 
Apnl 2:1. "s:l . 
Feb. lo.\s5 . 
July 22. "si; . 
.liuie 15. "Mf 
June 20, '^<2. 
Fel), 10. '^r^, 
July 22, "sr;. . 
June 15, so . , 
Mav 25, "8:1 , 
F(l). 10 "85. , 
Mareh H). "^r, 
July 22, '8<; .. 
F( b. 2«;. "s:! . , 
Jan. 0. "H.3. . . . 

Feb. 2n, 's:r.. 

Jan. 'J, '85. . . 
Aul^. K;, "80. . 
Fei). 2r,. '83. . 
Jan. 5», ^H:t . . 
Aug. 1<;, 'SD. , 



May 21, "S5 
April 20, "sr, 



Feb. 20. "IM) 



Feb. 10, "85 



Julv 22. 'S(; 

Feb. 10, '^7). 
Julv 22. •8() 



Jan. 9, 'i^~) 



Jan. *), '85 . . 
Au}^. \i\ '89 



Resl^^ned. 



July 4, '87 
Julv 1;}, '85 

Nov. 21, '85 

Nov. 28, '87 



Se])t. 'M\ '85 
May 13, '90 



April 20, 'HG 

Aui,'. 7, '8G 
Oet. 24, '89 

Sept. 30, '85 

Sept. 10, '89 

Mareh 27, '82 



Sept. 15, '81 



Feb. II, "80 



Feb. 5, '83 
Nov. 24, '84 
Mav 30th, '8(> 

May 3, '82. 



May 2, '83 
Jan. 25, '8(5 

Nov. 17, '84 

July 23, '89 



•To Brigade Staff as Judge Advoeaie, Major, i Died May U, 18 7, while in coiiunisslon. 



Some Old Paterson Houses. 



By WM. NELSON, Attorney-at-Law and Corresponding Secretary of New Jersey Historical Society, 
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^/ZA-v-*—* -*S: 



HE wonderful transformation that has come over 

the city of Paterson within a few years is em- 

* phasized by the presence here and there of a 



relic of other days in the shape of an old-fashioned 
stone house, dating back to the time when the 
Dutch were almost the only residents in this part of 
the country. These ancient dwellings are gener- 
ally of one type — long and low, seldom more than one-story 
in height, with gambrel roof rising high up in the air, aHbrd- 
ing space for several rooms under it, besides a capacious 
attic above all. Broad and low, like their old-time build- 
ers, these houses were erected to stand for generations. 
But alas I as generation after generation has arisen, the old 
houses have been deserted bv them, one by one. until there 
is not a dwelling within the limits of the city of Paterson 
that has been occupied by one family for a century. Let 
us briefly mention a few of these ancient landmarks before 
their very memory is forgotten. 

The most famous of ancient houses in Paterson is the 
Passaic hotel, on River street, at the foot of Bank street. 
When it was erected it is impossible to (ell, but proliably 
about the year 1774. by Abraham Godwin, in whose fam- 
ily it remained as a tavern for sixty years. 

A short distance further west, in tlie same street, is an- 
other old stone house, which preserves its ancient appear- 
ance, unchanged. It was probably erected by Cornelius 
Van Winkle, about the year i 770, but passed out of the 
hands of the family many years a<;o. 

The old house standing on Madison avenue near what is 
now called Park avenue, was occupied by John P. Mer- 
selis about the beginning of this century, which it perhaps 
antedates by twenty years. 

The stone house at the corner of Market street and the 
Wescl road is from eighty to one hundred years old. It 
was originally occupied by one of the Merselis family, but 
long since passed out of their hands. 

The other stone houses in that neighborhood are from 
sixty to seventy years old. 



It is doubtful if in the whole of the Third Ward of Pat- 
erson there are any buildings older than Brown's tannery, 
in Main street between Fair and Division. The brick 
stores on the northeast corner of Broadway and Main 
street were erected in 1819-20, and are among the very 
oldest structures in that V\'ard. 

In the whole of the First Ward of Paterson there proba- 
bly is not a buildi ig standing that dates back to 1S20. 

In the Second Ward there are two or three that ante- 
date this century. One is on Totowa avenue near Pater- 
son avenue, thought to l)e a century old. Another is the 
V^an Houten homestead, on Totowa avenue near the West 
Side Park. The small house on Jasper street just north of 
Doremus street was built fully seventy-five years ago. The 
large brick and stone house on Hamburgh avenue, near 
Doremus street, occupied by Miss Westerfield, was erected 
about sixty years since. 

In all probability the oldest house in the city of Paterson 
is the Doremus homestead, on Water street, between 
Hamburgh avenue and Temple street. In 176S Gerre- 
branch Van Houten, Hehnegli Van Houten his brother, 
Martin Kverson i\nd Abraham (jodwin boujjht of the exe- 
cutors of Heiny Brockholst a tract of 628 acres, extending 
from the Pnssaic river back to the mountain, and from the 
line of the present Maiion street to the line of Clinton 
street. They subdivided the tract in the spring of 1769 
into s-.ven smaller lots, of which Cierrebrandt Van Houten 
took one lying between Clinton and Northwest streets, and 
extending back to the line of the presiiit Doremus street 
extended. It is believed that in the summer of 1769, if 
not earlier, he erected the eastern half of the present Dore- 
mus homestead His grandson, Gerrebrandt Van Houten, 
who was President of the origitial Paterson B.ink, and the 
leading capitalist of his day, erected the western part of 
the building about 1S22. His daughter Catharine married 
Ralph Doremus, who in 1825 erected the brick mansion 
on the cornel of Water and Albion streets, in its day the 
handsomest dwelling in Paterson. After the death of 
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Ju'lge Van Houten, in 1S29, Mr. Doremus occupied the 
whole of the old stone homestead, with his wife and child- 
ren—Henry C. and Francis E. Doremus n itil his death in 
1SS6. His son Menrv's family continued in the occupancy 
of the western part of the building until June 11, 189^, 
when they, too, left the ancient homestead, .it'ter it had 
been occupied by the family for a period of more than one 
hundred and twenty years. No other house standin<f in 
Paterson has been occupied by one family fn* anythinLC 
like a similar period of time. This old house is typical of 
its class, and therefore a description of it may be of inter- 
est. The older part, on the east, formerly had but one 
great liying room on the ^lou d floor, with kitchen exten- 
sion ; the fro t door, openini^ on the stiect. had half-doors 
until about twenty years since. In the upj)er part, under 
the roof, there were four ^Iccpini^' rooms. The western or 
more modern portiou, is diyided into four rooms on the 
first floor, \.\\o on each side, separated by a hallway ten 



feet wide extending from the front to rear. On the cast is 
a double parlor, and on the west a dining room and 
kitchen. As will be seen by the accompanying illustra- 
tion the house is but one-story hitrh under the eayes, but. 
the roof is so lofty that there is a spacious second story, 
with six rooms, and an ample attic oyerhead. 

Theie is something; sad in the tlioui^ht that these old 
houses are destined to i»"ive w«y to more modern structures, 
to be occupied by those who are strangers to all the joys and 
all the sorrows that haye been experienced under these 
anc ent loofs. Hut there is somethintT consolintr in the 
fact th.it the modern houses, after all, haye comforts and 
con\eniences that the old had not, and th tt under these 
modern roofs there m:i\ be at least as nuich of joy and per- 
haps less of s')i"row than und r the c-ltl. And yet, \yhile it 
is with gladness that we "ring out the old, ring in the 
new," we cannot but feel a sympathetic interest in these 
relies of other days — the ancient stone honj-es of l^aterson. 



Cemeteries. 



CrDAR Lawi\ C^M-.TF!; 



In 186^ a number of gentlemen, deeming the time \\\)c 
for a new cemetery, secured from t'.ie legislature an act, 
approyed March 2S, iSfj5, incorporating *• The Cedai- C'liiF 
Cemetery Company," '4or the purpose of establishing a 
public burying ground in the cit\ ot' Pateison." No steps 
were taken to organize the compan\ , and in tlie fall ot' 
1866 seyeral other gentlemen became impressed \\ ith the 
beauty and fitness of the location ot' t!ie present Cedar 
Lavyn for a cemetery, and obtaining control n[^ the al)oye 
charter, they subscribetl the re(|ulsite amount of stock, ( )e- 
tober 10, 1866, iiwd at a meeting ot'the stockholders, held 
at Berry's hotel, Oct. 2Sth, at which Mr. John [. Brown 
was chairman, and Mr. Adam Carr secretary, they 
elected as Directors Messrs. Franklin C. Heck\yith, 
Thomas Barboiu*, Thomas I), lloxsey, Adam Carr. Henry 
B. Crosby, William S. Kinch and lames Crooks. Mr. 
Beckvvith was elected president and Mr. Carr secretar\ 
and treasurer of the company. The next month (jeneral 
Egbert L. V'iele was engaged to lay out the groun Is, 
which he praised yery higlily after yiewing them. The 
name of the cemetery had meantime been discussed at 
length: ''Cedar Croye" was agreed upon, tlien 'vSacred 
Rest," and finally ''Cedar Lawn Cemetery," and by a sup- 
plement (approyed March 4, 1867) to the act of incorpor- 



ation that name \yas fixed u])on, and its appropriateness 
has ne\er been ([uestioned since. 

Ihe nineteenth (la\ of Se])tember, 1867, witnessed the 
deilieation of Cedar Lawn — the llrst rural cemetery in this 
section of the State. The cn cut excited a *rreat and tren- 
eral interest In the comnumit\", and the procession to the 
grounds Included most of the city and county olhcials, the 
cler''\, se\eral ciyic societies, and lar<^e numl)ers of citi- 
/.ens. \yho wall^ed all the way to the cemetery. The 
Seyenth Regiment band Irom Xew \'ork furnished the 
nuisic. 

Ihe laud selected ibr the cemeter\ was comprised in 

three t'arms, owned l)y Hartman \'an Riper, Garret Dem- 

arest and l)a\id Demarest, enibracing about two hundred 

and fifty acres, extending from the Dundee Lake westerly 

almost to the ICrie Railway. As the charter of the com- 

pan\ authorized the holding of only one hundred acres, all 

al);)ye that was sold, anrl formed the site whereon the yil- 

lage of Lakeyiew was located. V\\c section reseryed for 

the city of the dead is rectangular in shape, being about 

sixteen hundred feet fnnn east to west, ami about t\yenty- 

four hundred feet from north to south. The location was 
pronouticed by (Jeneral Viele to be the finest he had eyer 
.seen for the purpose, and it is the general opinion of all vyho 
haye yisited it that no loyelier spot could haye been found 
wherein to lay the departed. 
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In the foreijround is Diiiulce Luke, the channini' sheet 
of water formed by the expansion of the Passaic river for 
three or four miles. On the opposite side of the water are 
handsome country houses, ji^reen meadows and well culti- 
vated fields, with nothing to mar the prospect. Along the 
hither shore, the ancient Wesel road, one of the lavorite 
drives near the city, ruus between the lake and the ceme- 
tery. The land then stretches in a le\el greensward wes- 
terly for six or eight hundred feet, forming a beautiful 
lawn, which is preferred by very many for burial places. 
In this valley, as it were, there seems to be sometliing pe- 
culiarly suggestive of rest. From this gentle vale there 
rises a hill with not too steep an ascent, to a height of per- 
haps one hundred feet al)()ve the lawn at its l)ase. Tliis 
hillside is dotted all over with gra\es. while its sunnnit 
has been regarded as a peculiarly choice situation. And 
no wonder. It is illuminatetl by the dawn's first blush, 
emblem of the eternal day which all who tliere repose are 
waiting to rise and greet: it commands a wide reaching 
view of other hills, stretching firther and fartlier away. 
and higher still, till in tlie distance tliev merge into lieav- 
cn*s azure, even as have tlie spirits whose earthly habita- 
tions are here; and on this hill, as on tliose in the far dis- 
tance, there rests a perpetual peace, such as all hope to find 
after this life's troubles are ended. 

There is something sinpassingb' lovely in the \ iew troui 
the higher parts of the ceuictery — the meadow and the 
Lake below ; the placid fields aud blue hills of Bergen 
County, rising into the Palisades far away in the east; the 
tree clad hills toward the south, in the direction of Passaic ; 
the bold clifi's of Garret or Wesel moiuilaiu in the west, 
and the ruij^i^ed Preakuess rauLfe risinij lii''her bexond ; and 
the groves and heights to the north — all combined com- 
pose a scene whose quiet beaut\ never finis to make an 
inidying impression upon the beholder. About the whole 
prospect, and especially about the cemeterx itself, there 
dwells such an atmosphere of absolute rep(»se that thou- 
sands come here weekly to enjoy tlie perfect tranqulllU 
which soothes and cheers the tired worker. 

The site selected tor the cemetery has the (loul>lea(l\ anlage 
of being reas()nal)lv near the city and at the same time in ^uch 
a retired nook that it can ne\er be an obstruction to the 
city's growth — a fi>rtunate circumstance, when we consider 
how ruthlessly the march ol' improxement tram])les oxer 
everything whicli hinders its progress. Hut there are 
other guarantees that this halloxxed gioimd shall never be 
profanely disturbed in the interest ol' Mammon. The bar- 
riers here erected by nature are a still stioiwer assurance 
than human laws or human pledges. The lake on the east 
and the hill on the west })revent encroachments from those 
directions and there can never be anx (»ccasion for trax ers- 
ing the grounds from north to soutli, \vhen there are txvo 
such fine thoroughfares as tiie Wesel road and Lake \^iew 
avenue on each side and within a fexv hundred feet of each 
other. Again : It is quite out of the direct line of the 
city's progress. It is in the extreme s^)utheast corner of 



the corporation limits and so isolated that the city might 
grow close up to it and the cemetery would still retain its 
air of sxveet solitude and rural beauty. In a cemetery 
there is no more im]:)()rtant consideration than its security 
from intrusion — its ])ermanence. There is something re- 
voltin<f in the thought of disturbing the dead, no matter 
hoxv urirent may seem the demands of the lix ing, and when 
xve lav our loxed ones under the sod xve xvant to feel as- 
sured that they have found their last resting place on earth 
which none shall exer begrudge them. 

l'\'xv cemeteries anvxvhere have such fiicilities of access 
as Cedar Laxvn. It is reached from any part of Paterson 
by horse cars. Market street, one of the main thorough- 
fires of the city runs directly thither. Other routes are by 
xvay of Park axenue and X'reeland aveiuie ; Main street and 
Crooks avenue ; Market street. Trenton and Bufialo ave- 
nues; or Market street and Lake \^iexv aveime. The main 
entrance is xxithin three miles of the City Hall, in a straight 
line, thirty mi mites' ride in the horse cars. The remotest 
point xxithin the citx limits is but six miles distant, or 
xvithin an hour's ride. The gate house is scarcely three 
miles tVom the neighboring city of Passaic, to xvhich there 
is a delightful drixe bx the Wesel road, or bv Crooks ave- 
nue and Main street. The ilirect road to Ilackensack, the 
beautifid court house town of Hep'en County, is close at 
hand, and an hour's drixe brings us thither. Over all 
these roads almost dailx may be seen solemn funeral pro- 
cessions XX ending their xvax to Cedar Laxvn. 

The railroad fiicilities aie also an important teature. The 
New ^'ork. Suscjuehamia and Western railroad has a sta- 
tion xxithin half a mile of the entrance to the cemetery. 
The I^rie Railxxax has :i station at Lake \'iew within a 
mile and a half «)f the gate house, and another nearer the 
centre of Paterson, txxo and a hall' miles iVom Cedar 
Laxvn, connectinij" there xvith the horse cars. The Dela- 
xvare. Lackaxvanna iV Western Railroad has txvo stations 
within three miles of the cemeterv. The remains of per- 
sons tVom a distance are tVequentlx brought over these dif- 
ferent railroads to be interred in this t'avorite place of sep- 
ulture, xvinch can be reached in less than an hour and a 
half from t!ie Citv llall in Xexv York. 1)V anx of these 
routes. riuis it is (juite as eonxenient of access from Xew 
^()rk or Jeisev Citx as ( neenwood, Wootllawn or Cypress 
Hill. 

Foi' this, among other reasons, not a fexv lot oxvners at 
these cemeteries haxe bought j)lots at Cedar Laxvn and 
bill X tlieir dead here in pieference to elsexvhere. 

The interments in the cemetery numl)er over ten thou- 
sand. 

The following are the ]:)resent otiicers of the company : — 
Presiilent. 11. B. Cntsby ; vice president, John J. Brown; 
treasurer, (L A. Hol)art ; secretary, (leorge H. Albutt; 
superintendent, Sidney Heminslev ; Hoard of Directors: — 
Robert Harbour, .\. W. i^ishop, lulnuind (L Edwards, 
William H. Williams, H. H. Crosby, John J. Brown, G. 
A. Ilobart, James Inglis, Jr., Charles L. Hindle. 
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Laurel Grove Cemetery. 

In 1872 several of the leiulinj^ citizens of Paterson real- 
ized that the time was not far distant when tlie cemeteries 
then in use would be wholly inadecjuate to meet tlie needs 
of the people. In that year throu<^h the ertbrts of the late 
Charles Heminjjwav, then a member of the House of As- 
semblv from Passaic County, the charter of the Laurel 
Grove Cemetery Company was j^ranted by the Legislature 
and in it the following gentlemen were named as incorpo- 
rators : Tcihn IL Ilindle, Hiram (iould, Albert A. Van 
Voorhies, Joseph R. Baldwin. Alpheus vS. Allen, John 
Beaumont, (jeorge J. Hopper, Harmon Hockenberry. 
Charles Hemingway, Henry A. Hopper, (iarret A. Hobart 
and James W. Ensign. 

The death of Charles Hemingway in January, i**^/,^, 
followed by the panic in tlie fall of that year, caused 
■delay in the f<n*mal <n*ganizing of the company — and the 
idea of opening another cemetery was allowed to sleep 
until the summer of 1887. The (le|)l()rable condition ol' 
the Sandy Hill Cemeteries was then brought to ]:)ublic 
notice by the reports of the Paterson IJoard of Health. 
There was a strong public demand for another cemetery 
where lots could be purcliased by peoj)le of nKMJerate 
means at reasonable prices. I'hrougli the instrumentalit\ 
■of Mr. James A. Morrisse a suibcient amount of money 
was subscribed by several of the leading citizens to enable 
the company to purchase tlie present site. A meetiuLT **f 
the original incorporators was held and those who did not 
desire to take stock m the company resigned and others 
^vere elected in their stead. 

The company was at once placed on a s')lid financial 
"basis and the work of laying out t!ie grounds wms the ab- 
sorbing topic of discussion. It was sjon determined that 
the '*Lawn vSvstem" should be atlo])te(l. an 1 Mr. |ohn ^'. 
Culver, who was for twenty years Landsc jjk- Ln-^lneer 
and vSuperintendent of Pros])ect Park, Ibookhn. was se- 
lected to take charge of this department and the work that 
be has already done shows that the co!n|Kmv ni:ide a wise 
iiclection. 

The cemetery is situated about half-a-mile in a soutli- 
westerlv direction tVom the citv of Paterson and contains 
about i;:^o acres of land. It lias the Passaic ri\er. the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Westein Railroad, and the 
Preakness road for its boundaries an 1 can ne\'er i)e en- 
'Croached up.)n by the growtli of the surrounding countrx 
and will never retard development. 

The soil being sand, loam, and gravel is admirably 
adapted for burial purposes. 

The general contour of the grouuil is such that on in- 
spection one cannot but be charmed with the work of 
nature upon it before it was touched by the hand of man. 

The surface raui^es from six to one hundred and forty 
feet above the river road and the ascent is so gradual that 
the highest point can be approached by carriages with the 
greatest ease. 

Standing on its summit and looking to the northeast you 
behold the city of Paterson. You see her beautiful tlwell- 



ings and churches, her large factories and mills, and the 
volume of smoke and steam that you see floating from the 
tops of those lofty chinnievs tells you of the activity and 
work that is jx<>i'^i^ <^^n there. On the west we have the 
Preakness mountains and on the south you l>ehold the 
mountains of Orange, Bloomficld and Montclair; and you 
behold the Passaic river quietly following its winding 
course through the beautiful valley, hastening on toward 
the busy city to do its part in perpetuating the union of 
the spindle and the loom. Thus, far removed from activ- 
ity and noise, you are in a position to appreciate the 
beauty that surrounds this spot as well as the ])lace itself. 
Here may be found cpuet woods, smooth lawns and 
sliadv avenues moulded toi>ether by the hand of nature 
and man into one lo\cly natural park, alike a fit resort 
of recreation for the living and holy resting place for the 
dead. 

The beautiful and ornamental lake in the centre sur- 
rounded as it is b\ a grove and fragrant flowers make it 
one of the most attracti\e scenes in the whole place. 

Another charming spot is t!ie island in the centre of the 
river, whicli is to be connected witli the main cemetery 
grounds by a bridge, and this with the other timl)ered parts 
being supplied with settees will aUbrd a pleasant retreat to 
persons wlio desire to spend a tew hours in the country air. 

The cemeter\ is so tar removed from the centre of the 
cit\ as to render it tVee from all the dauirers of encroach- 
ment to wliich most cemeteries lying in the immediate 
suburbs ot' laige cities are liable; while the fact that the 
Paterson horse cars w ill run continuously to and from the 
grounds w ill render it eas\ of access for our patrons. In 
tlie summer m )nths steamboats will ply between the cem- 
etery and the (iieat l^dls of Passaic. 

^Mreailv o\er tliree miles of nxid ha\e been constructed 
in tlie grounds and m;)st of it macadamized. And the 
large number of dail\ visitors s!iow how tliese drives are 
a]:)]>reciate(l b\ the people. Large sewers have also been 
built to pr(»tect the grounds from destruction by surface 
w ater and hea\ \ rains. 

A coiniuodioiis receiving vault with all the modern im- 
provements and a handsome brown stone entrance lodge 
containini^ reception rooms and otbces have also been 
erected on the premises. 

In t'urtherance of the "Lawn Svstem" all lot enclosures 
are absolutelv piohibited. Their absence makes it possi- 
ble to secure w hat their ]:)resence would not permit of, an 
absolute neatness and onk-r in the appearance of the lots 
by a free and continuous nse of the scvthe and lawn- 
mower: moreover where }:)osis or co|)ings exist, there must 
alwavs aliound aromul them, in a gieater or less degree, a 
growth of weeds and briars. Thiii evil thus is (obvi- 
ated. 

.\gain : The appearance of the cemeterv as a whole is 
nuich more pleasing, where enclosures do not exist. The 
superiority of a clean shaven expanse of lawn broken only 
by paths, trees ami m:)numents, over tliat of grounds cov- 
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ered with railings and other enclosures in various stages of 
decay, requires no sophistry to make manifest. 

Experience, too, has demonstrated that even where the 
greatest vigilance is exercised, lot enclosures speedily be- 
come dilapidated. Atmospheric influences invariably pro- 
duce tliis result. And as the expense incidental to the 
maintenance of these enclosures is very considerable, the 
result being worse than useless, the money so expended 
might better have been thrown away. Tlie popuhir ])elief 
that lots are safer, if enclosed, while it mav be well found- 
ed in the case of some isolated burial places, has no appli- 
cation in the case of this cemeterv, which will be carefully 
guarded and whose interior arran*^ements will be suj)er- 
vised and administered by the cemetery authorities them- 
selves. 

It would be impossible, under the system the directors 
have adopted, for anythin<^ resembling what lot owners re- 
gard as intrusion on their lots to occur; but even were this 
possible, it is very certain that neither copinj^s nor fences 
would afford any real protection. 

The entire cemetery will thus appear as t)ne vast rollin<i^ 
sea of lawn, unmarred by any of the mc^nstnnis designs or 
gloomy walls or railings which make so many burial 
grounds objects of horror, when contemplated as our final 
resting place. Provisions have been made for the careful 
cutting of the grass on a// lots with lawn mcjwers, to jjer- 
form which a force of workmen will be organized, and 
it will be unnecessary for lot owners to make any expend- 
iture of money for the care of tiie grass upon their lots. 

The company provide and spread on the lot at all fun- 
erals heavy matting to protect the friends at the grave from 
the dampness of the groimd : a temporary tent is also 
erected to shelter persons from the storms or wind or tlie 
hot sun in summer, and the grountls are carefully guarded 
day and night. 



The situation along the line of the Delaware, Lacka- 
w'anna and Western railroad is an important feature be- 
cause of the opportunity which it affords to residents of 
New York, Jersey Citv and Iloboken to secure a suitable 
burial place at a moderate price in such a beautiful spot^ 
saving to them too great an expense and trouble to which they 
now have to go to reach (jrecnwood and other local ceme- 
teries. 

A station has been erected on the grounds and funerals- 
are met by the hearse provided by the company to convey 
the remains to the plot for interment. 

The company commenced selling lots in April, iSSS, 
and since that time two hundred and twenty-five lots have 
been sold. Several splendid monuments have already been* 
erected. The cemetery was formally dedicated on Memor- 
ial Day, May 30, 1890 — and the following gentlemen took 
part in tlie exercises : — Rev. Charles D. Shaw, D. D., 
Rev. David Magie, D. I). ; Rev. J. C. Jackson, Rev. N^ 
II. Van Arsdale, D. D. Mr. Francis C. Van Dyk read a 
historical sketch of the company and Col. Joseph W. 
Congdon delivered the dedicatory oration. The music 
was furnished by Cappa's Seventh regiment band of New 
York and the singing was by a chorus from the class of '91 
of the Paterson High school — under the direction of Mr* 
Charles C. King and \V. M. Duffbrd. 

The officers of the company are as follows: — President,^ 
James \V. l^nsign ; vice president, Francis C. Van Dyk ^ 
treasurer, George C. Mason ; secretary, Michael Dunn. 
Directors: — William T. Rvle, Hiram Gould, Tames A. 
Morrisse, (jcorge C. Mason, Francis C. Van Dyk, James 
W. Ensign, Jo!in Norwood, James 0*Shea, John R. 
Beam, Micliael Dunn; clerk, Charles C. King; superin- 
tendent, M. M. Brunner — office 293 Main street, Pat- 
er son. 








Building and Loan Associations. 



By Mr. SIDNEY FARRAR, Secretary of the Palerson and Union B. & L Associations. 



^HEX Adim an.i Eve- foiiml tlifitisoK ts -liiit Mici:,ti.m>. ;in,l li.is aUvavs ,k-alt with tlicm in a most lib- 
out «f Kilfii. aloiif in \U- \vi(k-. nxK' wurld. cral ui;uitKT. 
r houseless imd homt-ks.-. tht-y nuist )ia\c' liillv Thu slartiin; |5oiiil tht-n in tht- t".irinati<in of a building 

ltl)reec..u<lili(.n><.t\'\'istciici>rn.niuliicl. an,l iuan associ:.ti.m is this kn..w]e(l>ic of men's physical 

ol'tlieir oiiintL-ss ilusccmlanl^ !:;.-. f\ti- nucfssitit-s alrc:i<ly alliiikd to. an<l of his ability ti> provide 

een frei;. That is to say : \Vu ifuisl for aiul ovcrcotiio them by Ihi- L-i.-ojicnition or nnion of In- 

have food to cut, clothiiijj to wfar anil a placf uC-ilifllt-r in li,>lli<;fiit poi>pli>. iinilud tofffliicr bv tbu strong ties of 

which to rest and sleep. In s'lort. we must have a b<iinf. iniidial interest and rnntii^d help, (hilled and trained to 

Man, the noblest of (Joil's ctvalnres on the earth in his [jerCnrni sysleni;tlic;dly. of their own };o"<l treewill. certain 

maturity and strength, is als:J tlie nn.st bel|>le>s in tiis in- ihilies within a spi'cified time, in order to secure for them- 

fancy, bnt man's necessity lias ahvayv proved his best o|>. selves and each other the reward— a home, or its equiva- 

portunity and has fnmished him with the highest iiicen- lent in money. The loj,'ical resnll with g<ic)d careful man- 

tivcs to provide for those dependent on him not ojdv suf. agement is guaranteed success, lor a gennine association 

ficiently hut abundantly, and fiis thculliL-- l!uis iiuhi-lrfousl^ h:<- no buncombe about it; il has no land to sell, no pav- 

tleveloped have taught him to ha\e fiitli in hiin-.lf. (u licular slylc of ho\isL' to build, and no pet contracti>r to 

b^-tieve that there is nothing' that iv inip^.ssiblc. for \\ liat back, ll deals in ui-ney as its article .if merchandise, 

one man cannot accomplish alone ;i greater number can making itself the b.mker and investor for its menil>ers. and 

do and lU. easily. And hm<. natural it iv. i,, turn 1.. -vv has no other ul>Jicl lliaii t-i obtain the best p..ssiblc residl 

frienilsintinicofueedor.langer. Indi-.d n.,llung e.uiUIlu- fi>r each and ivcr> ..ik-. tn help each member in tin'n ac- 

more natural than the transition iVom seir-rvHaiRx.- in cnnling t., his |,:irtieul;ir nee.l to the ulmosl of its ability, 

mutuul-helpfuhncss, <ir as we s,„iu>limes call il ■■o^-opera- aiul iii>l evji.-ctiiig In be Int. imicb thanked for doing it. 

tion," nor more beneHcial to society when rigl.t1> directcl. A fiw c.mimon -L-nsi.. piineiples are observed and they are 

And its possible applications are aln.ostb,>undk-.s. One of as true as they are u-elhl. 

its familiar forms is the wril knovMi building an. I loan Tlu- Association deals in inoncv, and the original law 

associations, which have foinid s„ much fav.r and gained still holds good: -And (iod said, let everylhitig hr\ng 

so mncli in public esteem for tin- great amount of good forth after his ..wn kind." Later it was s:iid, -Whatso- 

tbey iiave done, and will undonbteilly continue to do. ever ye sow that shall ye also reap," iind we hear in onr 

These institutions have long been in suceesstiil opera- own tinies "nioucy makes nionev," and "'time is monev." 

don l,oth in Kngland and in this country, notably here in The Association understands that it lakes time to make 

the city of Philadcljihia. whence they have been copied money, that it is necessary t.) sow money if we expect to 

and imiLited far and wide. While the individual assoeia- rea|> money, and that we nuist sow liberally if we 

tionsdifVer so much in minor details that scarcely Iwn arc expect to reap ahun.lanll\ ; but while the .\ssociation 

exactly alike: yet they all agree in the fundamein-il i)rinci- holds out no prospect of giving s-iincthing for notb- 

plesofmutnarintcrest and mutual benetits to all the mem- ing it bas been demonstrated even here that the sys- 

bers; this remark applies to all such societies as are oi - tcm is eminently eijuilable. entirely practical and bas been 

ganiz-ed and operated strictly as local associations. found to be tlioi'<. uglily successful." It is considered as an 

The Legislature <)f this State early took note of the use- every day fact that the projier lent i>f a liotLse will buy it 

Xid ciiaracter of mutual, lr)an, homestead, and building as- in ten vears. Xow if this is true anv system that will en- 
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able the tenant to become the owner in ten years to turn 
his rent into the purchase money for the house, and thus 
virtually ena])le him to make a present of the liouse to 
himself, and do this justly too to the former landlord, nuist 
be **a <rood thiuLf" n<^)t onlv for the huver, l)ut also for the 
seller, for he %<^ts his lull price, and the comnnmity hns 
gained another responsible citizen. 

WHAT IS A MirrAL lUILOINC; AM) LOAN ASSOC I A riON ? 

As we ha\e them in Paterson any convenient number of 
persons associated toi^ether for that purpose under the 
laws of the vState of New |erse\ , b\ >uch name as the\ 
may select, who after adoptin;^ a constitution and b\-la\vs 
and executiuLj: a certificate to be filed with the Count\ 
Clerk, setting" forth their c<^rj)orate name and the ol)jects 
of the Association, proceed to elect their pr()j)er otbcers, 
usually a president, \ ice ])iesi(leut, treasuier, secretary, 
a board of directors, auditors, and solicitor, and then pro- 
ceed to busiuess. Now suppose we illustrate the worUiuL;' 
of an Association b\ joining one. Let us suppose that we 
enter in fanuar\ ; we find the secretarv and inform him 
that we have elected ourselves to ineml)ership. We will 
take out one share and pa\' him the admission iVe, also we 
pay him one dollar tor monthh dues for January and pro- 
vide that on or before a certain day in I'ebruary we will 
pay another dollar, and so continue to pay one dollar i)er 
month until the monev we ha\e thus ])aid to the Associa- 
tion and the profits made on all such paxnients b\ the 
Association shall amount to the sum of $2(K): then it is 
agreed that our membership so far as that one share is 
concerned shall cease, or in other woids. that we shall be 
paid the two hundred dollars, unless we ha\e j)re\ iously 
withdrawn, which we can always do it' needful. So it is 
plain that we have made up our minds to sa\e two hun- 
dred dollars, and ii' we are trying to do that then it is our 
privilege to borrow two himdred dollars lor ever\ share 
we hold, pro\ ided we can give good securit\ — that is a bond 
and mortLraire on a house and lot or on a lot on which we 
will forthwith build a liouse; ot' course we cannot build a 
house for two hundred dollars — but we can take out some 
more shares — for the\' are all alike, sa\ nine more shaie-. 
and then we can borrow two thousand ilollars and that 
will build us a good house ; the secretar\ tells us it" we 
take ten shares and borrow two thousand dollais, we w ill 
have to pav ten dollais a month on our shares and another 
ten dollars per month as interest at six |)er cent, on the 
two thousand dollars we have borrowed ; that will be all 
right for the rent of the house will be sutlicient to pav that ; 
the taxes, insurance, and the wear and tear we can look 
after ourseKes, for we feel sure the property will more 
than offset that cost in the increased valuation : besides 
the wear and tear will not amount to much for it is our own 
house and we shall not only take good care of it. but e\en 
improve it constantlv from year to vear. We learn also 
from the constitution that we have the privilege to pay ofi* 
the principal of our debt at any time. Even so small a 
sum as one dollar will be cheerfully received and the in- 



terest at once cease on all such payments of the principal ; 
that certairdy is a great privilege, but then the Association 
can alwavs use its money to advantage, for ai)out one 
member in everv four becomes sooner or later a borrower, 
so there is always a good demand lor money even in dull 
times, for if the members do not want to borrow money to 
buv land and build houses, they want it to live on or for 
other purposes. So the supj^K' and the demantl keep about 
e\en pace w ith each other. 

All that seems sim|)le enough : we can take out shares- 
and save up mone\ if we do not wish to borrow — and 
when we w ish to borrow we shall be ipialified to do so, 
and w hen we want to take our money out all we have to 
do is to ask for it and we shall <ret it. The Association is- 
established tor our benetit, and all we have to do is to 
make use ol it in the most serxiceable maimer. 

We learn also to be punctual in our paMuents as well as- 
thriitx and sax ing. lor if we are late in |)a\ ing our monthly 
dues and interest we are liable to a fine: but zve will not 
be lined because we will take good care to pay in good 
lii)ic. Sometimes a member who has been diligently s«iv- 
ing his mone\ hap[)ens to get sick, or out of work or 
wants to bu\ a lot or somethin<f else, and so he needs or 
thinks he needs nu)nev. Such a member can either ex- 
chancre his shares lor those of a later series or he can bor- 
row as much on his l)ook as he has paid in as dues with- 
out am other security than his book, or he can withdraw 
his mone\ altogether with interest to date and full profits up 
t«> the end of the ])receeding vear: if he elects to exchange 
his shares the admission tees are saved to him. So his^ 
mone\ is alwa\s at his command whene\er he needs it, 
and thousands of dollars are |)aid out e\er\ month in this- 
manner. In short the building and loan association is a 
sort of wholesale dealer in bonds and mort<ra*jes, a firm of 
unlimited membeiship on equal terms and conditions, 
where the lending member can j)a\ in his money trom 
month to month, aiul know to a certaintv that it is safely 
imested, and where he will be able to iret it whenever he 
ha[)])ens to need it. 

Tliese associations ha\ e now been established here 
nearl\ IweKe \ears. The Paterson Mutual nuildiu"; and 
Loan Association was instituted Xo\ember 14th, 1S78, 
and although its pr(»gress at lirst was slow , \ et its business 
was so e(inital>lv c<»nducted, ami the business forms adop- 
ted so well suited to its special work that it has served as 
the model for at least a do/.en others in Paterson antl else- 
where, in the high chaiacter of its various boards of di- 
rectors, and other ollicers, it has been most fortunate, and 
their carel\il and discreet management of its aflairs is 
am[)l\ attested bv an examination of its books of account, 
bv which we learn that the gross amount received up to 
June I, iNtjo, has amounted to $725,32^^.32; its present 
membership is 50C3 persons holding 3o-5 -''hares of the 
various series; more than three times as many shares have 
been paid otf since its organization. 

A direct oHshoot of the Paterson Mutual Building and 
Loan Association was organized November 14, 1882^ 
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under the name of the L'nion Arutual BuikHno; and Loan 
Association, and aided by the experience j^ained by its 
projectors in the parent body, this Association has made 
notable pro^^ress. Its books show a present nienil)ership 
of 1,900 persons hohhng 13,296 shares of all series, and 
its gross receipts np to Jnne i, 1890, anionnt to $1,141,- 
S15.45 ; the «^ross receipts of these two associations com- 
bined amount to $1,867,138.77. Their combined eflbrts 
are represented by about eii;ht lumdred houses built and 
building, besides being of great assistance to thousands of 
members in money, loans, and man\ other wa\s, cspcc- 
lally in the correction of imperfect titles. ad\ ice, Aic. 
There are also estal)lishe{l in the cit\ man\ other stunh 
and vij^orous bnildin;; and loan associations : The Median- 
ics, The Celtic. The Iron and Silk, The People's. The 
Riverside, The Provident. tV:c., iVc, and tVom trust worths 
information thev are all doing a most prospeious and sat- 
isfactory business. L ndoubtedlv this notice would be 
quite incomplete if we omitted to s]:)eak of the kindness ot" 
the press of this city towards this mo\ement at all times 



and under all circumstances. The public press recogniz- 
ing that building and loan associations properly conducted 
materially increase the prosperity of a city, has been the 
stalwart friend of the building associations. 

We think then this record needs no further comment; 
the work these associations have done for our citv is there 
to be seen and judged by all men who will take the pains to 
examine it: that it has l)een sound needs no t'urther proof 
than that we never hear of anv foreclosures or law suits or 
matters of that character wherein anv of the various asso- 
ciations ap])ear either as plaintiH' or detendant ; on the 
contrary this princi[)le, mutual co-o|)eration, so simple, so 
t'llicient and so beneficial, has proved itself so excellent in 
actual ))ractice that it is copied not onl\ in our own city-. 
more and more, but all the surroundin2f towns and villai^es 
are anxious to secure the same benefits for themselves. 
Passaic. Ilackensack, Ridgewood, Little Falls, Ilaledon, 
and Suflern ha\ e tlourishiug associations : some also even 
in New \'ork cit\ . beiuL: direct results of the orisfinal es- 
tablishment of the system here in 1878. 



Telephone Facilities. 




fllE engraving on page 63 lepresents the switch 

'. board of The Xe\y York and New lersex Tel- 

!* enhone Co. in their central oihce at jot Main 
-.1 / 



:^ street, Paterson. N. ]. 

Nearly 6cx) subscril^ers are now connected 
with the Paters(>n central, and trunk lines 
connect it with other cities. The operators 
answer and connect about 3,^(^0 local calls 
daily, and over 2^0 calls are made each (la\ between 
Paterson and other places. This sw itch board is one of 
the best in use. The space recpiired to work it is re- 
duced to a minimum, which enables the operators to 
connect subscril)ers (|uickly. IClectric j^ower is used lor 
runninjr a jrenerator to call subscribers. 

It will, undoubtedly, be of interest to gl\ e a brief his- 
tory of tlie telephone business in this city. Work was 
begun to estal)lish a Telephone Exchange here and con- 
nect it with New York City on December 6, 1879, w ith 
offices in tlie Clark Building, corner Main and Ellison 
streets. The exchange opened for business on the after- 
noon of December 24, 1879, with the following list of sub- 
scribers: Paterson Daily Press, Paterson Daily Guardian, 
lU 



R. <S: II. Adams. l*h<i'nix Mamifacturing Co., Post Office, 
Morton Clark. 11. j. (iarrison. Hamilton House, P. II. & 
\V. (i. Shields. John lIoj:)pertV vSon, Chris. Iluber. 

A w ire was run between Paterson and New York and 
telephonic connnunication was established with that city 
December iS. iSjc). 

In Ma\, 1880. the list numbered 14s subscribers. 

During the snnnner of i88(j work was begun on addi- 
ti(»nal trunk lines between Paterson and New ^'ork over 
the highway and through Passaic Citv, where an olfice 
was established. This line was iinished in time to begin 
business in November. 1880, with New York, Newark, 
Ierse\ Citv and Passaic. 

The telephone business in Paterson then beijan to trrow 
rapidly. In the sj^ring of 1882 a line was built to Roon- 
ton connectiu'r the intermediate villa<res of Little Falls and 
Moimtain \'iew. A line was also extended to Butler. 
Later W'ortendyke, Ridgewood and Haledon ^vere con- 
nected and now there is no suburb of Paterson that cannot 
be reached by telephone. The excellent telephone service; 
rendered between Paterson and Passaic is doinjj much to 
bring these two cities together. Subscribers in Paterson, 
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Passaic and Hackensack have the privilege of talking with 
«ach other without extra charge. 

In March, 1S85, the New York and New Jersey Tele- 
phone Co. moved into their present commodious quarters 
at ^0^ Main street and no expense is span-d to make the 
service as etiicient as possible. 

During the last two years the long distance service has 
been developed. Manufacturers and others can now get 
the benefit of this ser\ice at a slight advance in price. 
Each subscriber to the long disbince telephone has two 
copper wires or a metallic circuit which prevents induc- 



tion or other noises from interfering with conversation. 
Metallic circuit copper wire trunk lines are in use now 
between Paterson and New York, and it is no uncommon 
thing to have a Paterson subscriber call for one in Phila- 
phia, Trenton, Boston, Albany and other distant points. 

The officers of the New York and New Jersey Tele- 
phone Co. are: Chns. F. Cutler, president; W. fa. Sar- 
gent, vice president and general manager; Alexander 
Camenm, treasurer; LT. N. Belhell, secretary; John C. 
Rcilly. general superintendent: H. G. McCully, Superin- 
tendent N. J. Division; J. F. Noonan, Manager Paterson 
District. 



Electric Light and Gas. 




itersim is one of the best illi 
the country is apparent to an 
^■itht-r takes a walk through tl; 
i by it on the Delaware, Lac 
& Western railroad, whiise tracks 
on the heights skiiting the western 
of the city. The city authorities an. 
enterprise have been liberal in tin 
of illumination, and in many portions of the cit 
bright at midnight as it is at midday. A gknu 
establishments which provide the illuniinnti<in ci: 
impress the reader with the fact that Paterson need n 
suffer for want of light. 

The Paterson Electric Light Company. 
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at (he 
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This company was organi/ 
existence some time previous 
organization nearly all the n 
remained and assijciated thi 
practical electricians in the 
prominent of whom 



I in May, iSSS. Init was in 
. that time. Upon tlie re- 
inl)ers of the old company 
iselves with a number of 
iterprise; among tlic most 
A. M. Young, of Waterbury, 



the Paterson theatres; it supplies 230 street lights, 130 
commercial arc lights. 4,000 inamdescent lights, and will 
sliortlv add to these 800 incandescent lights ^vhich are to 
displace the present street lamps, now burning oil 
throughout the citv. It is now the intention of the com- 
pany to add to its plant one 200 horse-power boiler to 
meet the dcmaiuls for power that will he required by the 
addition of the cilv's new lights. It also supplies power 
to a large number of Perret Motors running ventilating 
apparatus. coHee nnd spice mills, ice cream freezers, etc. 
The first incandescent lights were furnished July 4, 1888, 
when llie city was wired for about 1,600 lights. The old 
company were supplying loi arc lights, 6S city street 
lights and no incandescent lights at the date of the reor- 
gani;t^)tion. The compaiiv occupies a substantial brick 
building on Railroad aveiuie of two stories, and this is 



Conn. ; W. H. Fuller, of Springfield, Mass.. iuid \V. B. 
Hosmer, of Boston. \ porti<ui of the stock, howevei\ 
was and is still held in Paterson. The new company at 
once threw out the old plant, the station being equipped 
with the Arnold-Hochhausen system, and adopted the 
Thompson- Houston system of arc and incandescent light- 
ing and transmission of power. The power of the old 
plant was furnished by a 250 horse-power Corliss engine, 
which was supplied by two boilers of 80 horse-power 
each. This company furnishes die illumination to both of 



filled up in the 



ed 1 






approveil manner with all the latert 
1 appliances known to electrical sci- 
Ihnniiiation and the tKinsmission of 
-board, especially, is a marv-el in its 
of the very finest in the country. 
jany is $300,000. The ofBcers 
president; John Norwood, vice 
treasurer; John F. Noonan, sec- 
1, manager: li. S. Breed, super- 



applied 10 il 
The swilch-l 
1 is said to be 
The capital of this c 
are : Eugene Stevens 
president; T. 'i'. Kin 
retary; James A. He; 
intendent. 

The company has at present five h(«lcrs of one hundred 
and fifty horse-power each and three of eighty horse- 
power each, a total of about one thousand horse-power. 
It his a Corliss engine of two hundred horse-power and 
eight Ball engines of a hundred horse-power each. It has 
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ten dynamos for incandescent lit^hting, each having a ca- 
pacity of ^\(^ hun(h"ed sixteen candle power lamps; eight 
dynamos- for fifty arc lights by the Thompson-Houston 
system and one dynamo for incandescent street lightning 
having a capacity of sixteen hundred lamps of sixteen can- 
dle power each. 

The Edison Electric Illuminating Company. 

This company was organized in the late Summer of 
1S88, and commenced 0])erations in November of the same 
year. At the present date the station, which is located in 
Paterson street, in the handsome Iniilding formerly occu- 
pied by the V\'eidmann ISilk Dyeing Company as otllccs 
and for other purposes, suj)plies the current to about ^,So() 
incandescent lamps and about So arc lights, the latter being 
mainlv for connnercial and manufacturing purposes. At 
the very outset the plant was laid for 15.CXJKJ incandescent 
lififhts, involving: the lavinir of about 6 miles of undep'round 
tubing and the use of eighteen miles ot heavy copper con- 
ductors. The present steam plant has a c ipacitv t)f 600 
horse power. The station, together with its etjuipment 
throughout, is one of the linest in the State, and has few 
superiors anywhere. All the dynamo regulators, (hnamo 
switches, equalizers, indicators, etc., are grouped in a spa- 
cious gallery at one end of the engine nx^m. The s\stem, 
which can be readily expanded to kee[) pace with all the 
requirements of the growing city and its numerous, lapidlv 
developing suburbs, extends to the far east side, the choic- 
est portion for residence, where it has been introduced into 
many of the modern homes of [)rominent manufacturers 
and others, and also through all the principal business and 
maimfacturing sections. 

'J'he immense advantage of electricity as a motive power, 
as compared to steam, is that it is '*alwa\s there " twenty- 
four hours of the dav, while manv of those, esiK'ciallv the 
smaller manufacturers, who lease space and ])ower find 
their power cut off when they desire to woik overtime. It 
is also very inexpensive, takiiig all things into considera- 
tion. Many isolated plants have been sold and installed by 
this company in outlying mills, including those ot Jacob 
Walder, C. I^^. Meding, the New \'ork Ribbon C\)nipan\-, 
Jacob Frisch, P. tS: I. Bannigan and others. The ca])ital 
is $300,000. The direction is in the hands of representa- 
tive citizens and the management is entrusted to a practi- 
cal and experienced electrician, Mr. \\ illiam M. Hrock, 
who is destined, beyond a doubt, to leave his impress on 
the electrical history of the city of his adoption. The 
Board of Directors is composed of William T. Ryle, pres- 
ident; William Strange, vice president; Arthur Kyle, 
treasurer; William M. Brock, secretary and general man- 



ager; Hoetius Murphy, Jacob Walder and Charles Dan- 
forth. 

The company has a boiler capacity of six hundred horse 
power with six engines aggregating eight hundred horse 
power. It has eight Rdison dynamos with a total capacity 
of sixty-four hundred lamps of sixteen candle power each 
and two dynamos for arc lightiuLj to supply fifty Sperry 
lights. This capacity will he increased during the present 
summer by the addition of one three hundred horse power 
boiler, one one hundred and eighty horse power engine and 
two large ICdison dynamos. The company at presLMit sup- 
plies power to the following establishments: — Machinists* 
Association, twenty horse power; Cooke Locomotive 
Works, lilteen horsepower; Press Printing and Publishing 
Com[)any, ten horse power; Call Printing and Publishing 
Company, seven and a half horse power ; the Broomhead 
mill, one of ten horse power and one of five horse power; 
Rettger A: Allen silk mill, ten horsepower; Paterson Reed 
t\: Harness company, seven and a half horse power; D. 
Lindsay, five horse power; Hand <S: McCuinness, three 
horsepower, llalliwell iV DeHaun, two horse power; it 
also supplies a large number of smaller sizes riuming ice 
creatn freezers, coilee grinders, meatchoppers, fans, church 
orLfans, i\:c. 

The United Gas Improvement Company. 

(jas was first su|)plied to consumers by the Paterson Gas 
Light Company in iS.jS. In 1S80 the People's Gas Light 
Company began operations. In 1S82 the management of 
both of tluse concerns was assumed by the United Gas Im- 
provement Company, of Philadelphia, who now furnish 
the entire gas supply. The United Gas Improvement 
Company claim to control the newest and best methods of 
gas making. As they also operate other gas works in 
many cities and towns throughout the country, they have 
been al^le to bjin«'- to their l)usiness in Paterson the best re- 
suits in their line of modern theory and practice. 'I'he 
works are kept up to the best standards and careful atten- 
tion given to meeting the needs of consumers. The satis- 
tactory ser\ ice rendered has resulted in increased business^ 

althou<'h the intioduction of the electric li<rht has caused a 
brisk competition in public and private lighting In addi- 
Uy)\\ to its use for illumination, <ras is lar<rely consumed in 
Paterson tor domestic cooking and heating, gas stoves be- 
irg sold bv the companv at cost or rented by the month. 
It is also used bv manv of the mdls in their silk tinishin": 
]:)rocesses, b\ the locomotive works tor heating tires, by 
laundrymen and tailors for heating irons and, in various 
ways, for other pur|)oses. The gas works management is 
a liberal one and aims to so serve old patrons ami welcome 
new ones that its operations may tend to the growth and de- 
velopment of the city. 



Real Estate. 




S the object of this publication is the adver- 
tisement of Paterson as a place for manufactur- 
ing and residence it would be no more tlian 
proper that somethinj^ be said indicatinj^ to 
persons desirin<j to locate to what sources ap- 
plication may be made for real estate in this 
citv. 

THK society's LAND COMPANY. 

The Society's Land Comp.uiy wis incorpo- 
rated in 1S87 for the purpose of holdintr, improvin^^ and 
selling the lands belonging to the estate of the late Koswell 
L. Colt. The Society for Establishing Useful Manufac- 
tures at one time owned nearly all the land lying in the cor- 
porate limits of the city of Paters<jn ; from this source Mr. 
Colt obtained large tracts of property and the vSocicty*s 
Land Company to-day owns real estate in every ward of 
Paterson, with one exception. It has property suitable for 
manufacturing as well as for residence and it otlers this 
property at a moderate price and on easy terms. Tlie title 
to all its property is perfect, dating back to the last cen- 
tury. TheofHcersof the company are the following: Ex- 
Governor Joseph D. Bedle, president; William Penning- 
ton, treasurer ; Richard Rossiter, secretary ; Morgan G. 
Colt and DeGrassc B. Fowler, directors. 

TIIK COLT LAND COMPANY. 

The Colt Land Company was organized for the purpose 
of developing Colt's Hill, a valuable tract of real estate ly- 
ing in the centre of the city, which on account of its bulk 
had not attracted investors before, the owners object inir to 
disposing of it in parcels. The existence of tliis unim- 
proved property has been a liinderance to the extensi(^n of 
business towards the upper part of Main stieet; now tliat 
it has been thrown into tlie market and portions already 
sold for business puri)oses its value will continually en- 
hance. The Main street front of the property will be de- 
voted to business houses ; the easterly side of the property 
is most desirable for residences The company w.is incor- 
porated in May, 1890. The folK)wing are the otiicers : — 
President, John R Lee ; vice president, Peter Qjiacken- 
bush ; treasurer. James Jackson : counsel, John R. Beam ; 
manager, James Crooks ; secretary, Richard Rossiter ; 
board of directors:— John R. Lee, Peter Qiiackenbush, 
John R. Beam, James Jackson, James C. Hinchliffe, Sam - 



uel Nathan, C E. MacChesney, Alfred A. Van Hoven- 
berg, James Crooks, George W. Pollitt, Henry Cowan, 
Cliristian Metmel, Alfred Healv, Jacob VV'alder, Robert L 
Hopper. 

TIIK CHDAK CLIFF LAND COMPANY. 

The Cedar Clilf Land Company owns a large tract of 
real estate lying in Manchester township on the northern 
boundarv of the citv of Paterson For a distance of several 
tliousand feet north of the boundary line the ground here is 
level ; this level plain at one time was used for cricket and 
other b;dl games but the march of improvement found bet- 
ter use for it. At the present day the plain is divided into 
blocks with regularly laid out and gradetl streets and ave- 
nues. Through the property runs the Oldham brook, fur- 
nishing a never failing supply of water. Several mills 
and a considerable number of residences have already 
been erected and the property is in constant and active de- 
mand. At the northern line of the plain the property rises 
into the Preakness hills and presents some of the most 
beautiful scenery in the State. A number of years ago it 
was laid out into villa sites and roads were constructed 
through every portion of the property. A fine view of the 
city of Paterson can be o])tained from almost any point on 
this part of the property. The ground is wall shaded by 
stately trees and springs of the purest water abound. No 
lovelier site could be selected for a residence. The officers 
of the com[)anv are: — Robert Barbour, president; F. C. 
Van I)yk, vice president; (jarret A. Hobart, treasurer; 
Tames A. Morrisse, secretarv and a<jent. 

riiF cm:sTM'T hill land co.mpanv. 

The Chestnut Hill Land Company owns most of the real 
estate bounded by the Passaic river, Tlast Thirty-third 
street and Broadway, a section of the city which is not sur- 
passed by any in beauty of scenery and advantage of loca- 
tion. So attractive i* the propeity that a committee of cit- 
izens appointed at a public meeting held a number of years 
ago unanimously recommeu'led the purchase of the prop- 
erty for a public park. Other counsels, however, prevailed 
and the city purchased the property lying on the opposite 
side of Broadway, thus materially enhancing the value of 
the Chestnut Hill property for residences. Broadway is 
the finest residence street in the city and that part of the 
Chestnut Hill Land Company's property fronting on 
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Broatlwav will in the near future be occupied bv stately 
residences. To the north of Broadway the land slopes 
gently to the river, presenting a succession of beautiful 
lawns and srroves. Fine river and woodland scenery and 
views reachin£: many miles may be enjoyed from almost 
any point on this property. Of late years the more costly 
residences have been attractetl to this section of the city ; 
the property of the company accordini^ly otlers every ad- 
vantage for an investment, as the river forms the natural 
boundary of the city. The officers of the company are : — 
W. R. Blown, president; Garret A. Ilobart and John VV. 
Griggs, counsel ;R. M. Ekings, agent. 

GLENWOOI). 

The masnificent scenery surroniKlinir I'aterson has at- 
tracted thither a large number of rcsidcMits. most of whom 
remain all the year, only a few seeking a metropolitan 
home durincr the cold weather. The demand tor houses 
in the suburbs has always exceeded the supply and not a 
year passes but a large nuinber of country homes arti 
erected Takin^r advanta*j:e r^f t\\h fict Mr. Tlu^mas M. 
Kyle with admirable and cliaracteiistic judgment >'>me 
time ago purchased forty-two acres lying along the banks 
of the Passaic river, a short distance below the magnifi- 
cent Little Falls of the Passaic The location of the 
ground — portions of which are shown in illustrations on 
another page — was admirably adapted for sunnner resid- 
ences Mr. Rvle at once laid out a number of drives and 
soon hail the grounds in a condition that left notiii ng to be 
desired. A music hall was erected and grounds laid out 
for tennis courts, quoiting and other outdoor sports; the 
half mile frontage on the Passaic provided ample oj^por- 
tunitv for boating and angling. Mr. Rvle has erected a 
number of cotta<J:es and these were rented Innj- ])elore thev 
were completed. Mr. Kyle's intention was to provide a 
■certain number of cottages, feeling eonlident that their at- 
tractiveness would ensure tc^naiits ; he did not have to wait 
until tlie cottages were completed and he was compelled 
to change his plans and erect cottiges for those wIk* were 
ready to move into them Cottages are couse([uently erec- 
ted to order. All modern conveniences, gas and water 
included, are to be foujul at (Jlenwood or K\Ie Park, a 
prettier place than which cannot be found in Passaic 
County. 

TIIH DOR KM IS FARM. 

The old Doremus farm, lying on Tot^nva, in the Second 
Ward of Paterson, a few minutes' walk from the Passaic 
Falls, and within six or eight minutes' walk of the West 
street bridge across the river, comprises a tract of between 
sixteen and seventeen acres, lying on a gentle slope allbrd- 
ins: the best drainage into the Oldham brook, w bile it is 
so near to the main sewer in I'nion avenue that the prop- 
erty can be readily drained in that direction also, as soon 
as it is sufficiently built up to require sewers. The tract 
extends from Red Woods avenue on the west to Marion 
street on the east, and from near Crosby avenue on the 
«outh to the Oldham brook on the north It is intersected 



by Crosby avenue and Doremus street, running cast and 
west, and by Jasper and Kearny streets running north and 
south. The hi<rhest ijround is not more than three or four 
feet above the established <i:ra(ies of the streets, while the 
lowest is but a foot or two below grade. Consequently, 
pmchasers of lots on the tract have the assurance that they 
will not be injured by the grading of the streets. In fact, 
the lots fronting on Jasper, Kearny and Doremus streets, 
as well as those on Red Woods avenue and Marion street, 
with a few exceptions are substantially at grade now. 
One fact of great importance regards the title of this prop- 
erty. Workingmen do not care to expend large sums in 
the making of searches into the title of the lots they buy. 
In the case t^)f this land there is the satisfaction of knowing 
that it has been in the possession of the Doremus family 
tor nearlv sixtv vears, beinir one of the oldest farms in the 
countv. The members and representatives of the Doremus 
familv organized The D(^remus Land Improvement Com- 
pany on January 15, iSi)o, and conveyed the property to 
the new cor[)oration, which immediately took steps to put 
the land on the market. The success that followed this 
mo\ e has l^een one of the most remarkable phenomena in 
Paterson leal estate enterprises. Within six months 
uDwards of one hundred lots had been sold, or about one- 
halt i)f the entire tract. In the place of an old thirty-foot 
lane the comj)anv laid out Doremus street, fifty feet wide, 
^^2^ feet north of Crosby avenue, which they intend to 
grade during the summer of 1890. Nearly every lot south 
of Doremus street has been sold. Some of the most desir- 
able lots are still unsold, lying north of Doremus street. 
The kind is so desirable tor residences that the company 
early ado[)ted the policy of insisting upon three restrictions 
with all ))urchasers of lots: First, to prevent the obstruc- 
tion of sidew alks by front stoops, and to give the streets a 
broader appearance, which would also allow of the growth 
ol" shade trees, it was tlecided to require all buildings to be 
set back six teet tVom tlie street line. Second, it is retjuir- 
ed that no inii>-ances of any kind shall be erected or main- 
tained on the proj)erty sold. Third, it is provitled that the 
land sold shall not be used for the sale or manufacture of 
intoxicating liijuors. .Ml three of these restrictions have 
proNed exceedingly popular with buyers, who thereby arc 
assure(l that their pro])erty will not be imjxdred in value 
by ob)ectionable trades or business, and that they virtually 
secure a street sixtv-two feet wide instead of lift v. In 
\ iew of the ditliculty and expense often attending the mak- 
ing of searches of titles, the company has caused a most 
exhaustive search to be inade, tracing the title to this tract 
from King Charles 11., of h^i^gland, in i()6| down to the 
date of the conveyance to llie Doremus Land Improve- 
ment Company in 1890. This search was j^repared by 
William Xels(^n, whose familiarity w ith ancient land titles 
is b -yond dispute, and it has l)een veritied by lacob II. 
Plauvelt, the most experiencetl searcher of titles in Pater- 
son, and bv the County Clerk. I'he company has had this 
search printed, and furnishes a copy to every purchaser of 
a lot on the tract. This is the first instance in Paterson 
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where this has been done. Lots are sold on the easiest 
possible terms. Upon the payment of ten dollars per lot 
the company cxecntes a contract of sale, pcrmittinj^ the 
purchaser to pay the balance in instalments of from five to 
ten dollars and upwards per month ; when (jne-third is 
paid, the purchaser may take a i\cQ(\ and ^ive a mortj^aj^e 
for the purchase money. No advanta<i^e is taken where a 
man gets out of work, or falls ill, or from otlier cause is 
unable to meet Ills payments promptly. So lon^ as the 
interest is kept up the company is satisfied to allow a man 
the most ample time to pay the principal. In every way 
the company seeks to promote the kindliest t'eeling 
between itself and its purchasers and the result has been 
most happv. The prices ot lots ratij^e from v$i2^' to v$y)o, 
so that evervbodv can be suited. Most of the lots arc held 
at $2(X) each. Corner lots are $3(xj, ami lots next to the 
corner $250 each The otlicers of the company arc : 
President, Frank 1). \^reeland, M. L)., 91 Hridj^e street; 
Secretary and Treasurer, William Xelson, 174 Market 
street, Paterson. 



Jacob V. Ackehman is one of the best known citizens of 
Paterson. He was born in the Fourth Ward of Paterson 
on February 5, 1S39, and he not only liked Paterson so 
well that he has ever since lived in it, l)ut he has remained 
true to the Fourth \V ard, ne\er ha\in<^ taken up his resi- 
dence outside of its limits. His education was obtained at 
private schools and early in his life he was employed in his 
father's shoe store on Main street, near Broadway. \X. 
twenty years of age he went into partnership with his 
brother under the firm name of Ackerman Hrothers in the 
shoe business at No. 120 Market stteet ; the tirm for a long 
time had the monopoly of the thiest grades of gentlemen's 
footwear which, in order to ensure cjuality and durability, 
they manufactured themselves. The lirst luiglish blockade 
runner, the 'TVterhoof," captured by the I'nion forces, was 
laden with fine shoes and boots; Mr. Ackerman sold i)ne- 
third of its cargo having accpiired it by purchase from a 
Jersey City (irm. Mr. Ackerman subsecjuentlv establish- 
ed the shoe business for himself in Main stieet and there 
did a successful business until in 187s when he went into 
the business of real estate and money broker and lire insur- 
ance agent. The success which attended him in mercan- 
tile life followed him in the new vocation and he soon rose 
to the first rank among the men engaged in the business he 
had selected for himself. He has in his hands a i/reat deal 
of valuable real estate in all parts of the city; his genial 
disposition makes him a pleasant man to deal with and his 
character for honesty and fair dealing attract to his olTice 
capitalists who desire to invest funds witlunit having the 
time to closely scrutinize the character of the investment. 

James Cuooks was born in Bury, Lancashire, England, 
April nth, 1836. He came to this country in June, 1851, 
and settled in Paterson in the following year. He served 
an apprenticeship in the Rogers' Locomotive Works, but 
in 1S64 started in the real estate business to which he has 



since devoted his attention. He located at Totowa, and 
was the first to develop that section of the city. He was^ 
always a firm believer in wide streets, and it was due to 
his influence and work in 1S66 that Market street, Broad- 
way and a number of other thoroui/hfares were chancred 
from narrow country roads to pleasant, wide streets For 
live years at an expense of v$ 10,000 he ran the first free 
library and reading room in Paterson. He purchased 
tVom Mr. Thomas D. Hoxscy the charter of the Cedar 
Clitr Cemetery Company, and after securing an amend- 
ment thereto by the Legislature founded the Cedar Lawn 
Cemetery Company. He secured the charter for the Pat- 
erson c\: Passaic H(nse Kailroatl Company, and built and 
ran the same at a great loss for many years. Subsequently 
he devoted his attenti<m to developing other portions of the 
city, and was especially instrumental in the development 
of the southern section of the city. In April, 1S90, he 
t'ormed the Colt La!ul Com])any, thereby throwing open ta 
impr(nement a \alual)le plot in the centre of the city, and 
hopes to live long enough to see a Central Park for the 
coming great city of Paterson and Passaic united. 

Col. R. ^L ICkinos, the subject of this sketch, who is- 
the senior meml)er of R ^L Ekings & Company, is of 
Scotch parentage, aiul was born near the City of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, in the year 1839. About the year 1849 
the family came to the L'nlted States. At the breakins: out 
of the war Mr. b^kin^s had just completed his education. 
and at the nation's call for help he with two brothers en- 
listed in the service. He was enrolled as private in Com- 
pany I, Twenty-third X. ]. Vol. Lifantrv, and remained 
in the service nearly four years ; ])artofthe time he was at- 
tached to the k'irst New Jersey i^ri^ade and subsequently 
to the armies of the west and southwest, with yvhich dur- 
ing that time he took an active part in many of the great 
eni/aLfements that ha\e inade those armies famous in his- 
tor\ . For valiant and faithful service in the field he was 
promoted from the ranks, through the grades of Lieutenant 
Captain, xMajor and Lieut. Colonel. Dming the winter 
(^t 1 86:^ and the spring of 186 [, Col. ICkings was in com- 
mand of the Post of Island \o. 10, on the Mississippi 
river, and during most of the last veaiof his .service he was- 
on the stair of Major-(ieneral Kemier (icrrard, first as In- 
spector-! Jeneial ol' the I'^irst Division, SixteeiUh Army 
Corps, and afterward as the Frovost Marshal of the south- 
ern district of Alabama. Ot the three l)rothers who enter- 
ed tile ser\ice of their countrv the subject of this skt tch was 
the sole survivor. One of the brothers was an officer in 
the third New Jersey Infantry ; the other was attached to a 
Pennsylvania Regiment. 

After the close of the war Col. hikings settled in Pater- 
son. engaging in mercantile ])ursuits ujitil 187^, when he 
began operations in real estate and insurance, and since 
that time has l)een identified with many of the largest and 
most important transactions in real estate in this vicinity. 
The firm composed of Col. Ekings and Stephen A. Wall 
are engaged in the general real estate and insurance busi- 
ness and are known and recognized throughout this city. 



PATERSON, ILLUSTRATED. 



1 1 1 



and vicinity as one of the most proj^ressive and responsible 
firms in the business. They represent asa<;ents the Aetna, 
Hariford and Phoenix of Hartford, the Sun of Enj^^hmd, 
Fire Association of Phihidelphia and PIkpmIx of Brooklyn, 
all old and reliable fire insurance companies; their offices 
are at No. 202 Market street. 

Sidney Farhak was born on October 20, i8'^2, in the 
parish of Elland, Yorkshiie. Kn<^land, and at ten years of 
age accompanied his parents to this country. The family 
at once settled in Paterson, which Mr. I'arrar has since 
made his liome. After a common school education Mr. 
Farrar went to work in the locomotive shops where he be- 
>came a skilled machinist anil eni^ineer. lie worked at this 
for twenty-one years, frequently iillin<i^ positions of trust 
and responsibility. During the war he wis in the service 
of the Union nearly two years at Ililtcju Head. South Car- 
olina, under General Gillmor, beinii^ the ciiief engineer in 
the Qiiartermaster's department, a position similar to that 
of master mechanic. As enj^ineer and machinist he had 
occasion to travel a ^reat tle.d in this country and the l)cnc- 
fits of travel were not thrown away on him. He was al- 
ways of a quiet and studious disposition and added tt) the 
education of his boyhood days a valuable h\\u\ ot int'orma- 
tion by special studies and extensive readin<^ which ha\e 
proved of great service to him in his present business In 
rfS70 he went into the business of real estate and lire insur- 
ance agent ; he was subsequently appointed a notary pub- 
lic and commissioner of deeds and elected ;•. justice ot the 
peace. For ten years he was piesidt-nt of the Paterson 
Mutual Building and Loan Association and has sinci* been 
secretary of both this companv and the Union Mutual 
Mr. Farrar has always been a Republican in politics and 
has served his party as a member of the l^oard of Educa- 
tion and also of the Hoard of Aldermen, of which latter 
body he was president for one term. 

Rkv. G. VV. I. Landau was born on December 27, 
iS.^6, in Krakau, Galicia. His mother (bed when lie was 
hardly a year old and he spent the earlv \ears of his child- 
hood with his grandparents. At ten years of n^e his 
father, who had remarried, took him to IlunL:,a]y , and in 
Pesth, the capital of that country, he ]»ei4;m his education. 
His ancestors had been prominent in the ))resL-rvation of 
the Hebrew faith ; his father was a teacher of the Talmud, 
and it was but natural that the princi[)les of the Jew ish 
faith were earlv instilled into the young man. \Vlnle he 
was pursuing his studies in Pesth his mind became im- 
pressed by the reformation of orthodox rites at that time 
in progress under the leadership of the renowned Rev. Dr. 
Meisel. Conviction succeeded doubt and when he subse- 
quently returned to Galicia to live with a wealthy aunt, 
he devoted himself to the act|uirement of such knowledge 
as would give him a standing in any community irrespec- 
tive of his religious cc^nvictions. He entered a medical 
college where he remained two years, after which he re- 
moved to Vienna, where he completed his medical studies. 
Here he met a schoolmate, who had been converted from 
Judaism, and from him obtained an insight into the princi- 



ples of Christianity. He then went to Berlin, where he 
continued his investii'ations into the various doctrines of 
theology and after a long struggle he concluded to abandon 
the Jewish faith and become a Christian. The disfavor with 
which this determination was received bv his people may 
be well imagined. Disowned, disinherited and persecu- 
ted, he fled his native country and proceeded to London. 
On the 7th of August, 1870, he was baptized in the Epis- 
copal chapel at Bethuel Green and for some months after- 
wards was a devotetl student of theology. With the en- 
thusiam characteristic of a neophyte he concluded to return 
to his own country and study for the ministry. Many 
were the tribulations which he found in his path but these 
only streu'j^thened his determination. Finding himself 
wholly without means he saw himself compelled to accept 
a position as clerk in a bookstore at a salary of ten dollars 
a month. In Mav, 1S71, he went to Hamburgh with the 
intention of cominu- to this country where he resolved to 
contimie his theological studies. On June 4, 1S71, he 
arri\ed in New ^'ork, with but one dollar in his posses- 
sion. He found few roses in his path but his determina- 
tion raised him above all difficulties. He became acquain- 
ted with the Rev. Dr. (1. C iSeibert, Professor of Theology 
at Uloomheld. N. }., and through his influence he entered 
the theological seminary and in 1S74 graduated with 
honor. In the summer of that year he received a call 
from the German Reformed churches at Bergen Point 
and Jersey City which he accepted and at which places he 
did a great deal of missionary work. In September he 
was duly ordained a minister of the gospel. His position 
was an\ thing but an envial^le one ; his salary was only 
%2^ per month. \\\ addition to the hardships which he 
was compelled necessarily to endure he found that his 
hard studv and strenuous exertions in the new fields of 
lal)or could not be stood an\ length of time without under- 
mining his health and he was compelled to seek a place 
where liis duties were less arduous He accepted a call 
from the German Presb\terian church of Jefl'ersonville, 
Sullixan countv. X. Y. Here he was married to the 
daughter ot one of the trustees of the church. He subse- 
qnentU- accei)ted calls to ciuiichcs in \Vashington, D. C, 
and P;iterson. \. [., and sj)ent fourteen years in preach- 
ing the gos|)el. Too arduous attenti' n to the duties im- 
l>ose(l on him began to show their etlects on his health and 
he ^ulfered w ith nervous prostration aiul troubles with his 
e\es. At the advice of |)hysicians be resigned his pastoral 
duties in May, 1SS5, and purchased a drug store. His 
work here ga\e him little amelioration from his ]:)hysical 
ailments ; the Ioult hours of contlnement be^ran to tell se- 
riouslv on his constitution and he was compelled to give 
up the business. In the meantime he had made a number 
of profitable investments in real estate. Ila\ ing found his 
judgment excelleiU in such matters he concluded to devote 
hiinself exclusively to that line of business. He has been 
very successful anil has succeeded not only in accumulating 
a competency but also in often extending a helping hand 
to others who stood in need of his assistance and advice. 
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Jamks a. Mohrisse was bom in Irelaiul on August 26, 
1S44. ^^^ came to this country in Fel)ruary, 1S63, and af- 
ter spcndinj^ some time in the west settled in Paterst)n in 
1S66 ; he started in the real estate business in iS)S. He 
has sold many million dollars worth of real estate in the 
past twenty-two vears and has laid out and devehjped lar<^e 
tracts of ground, among the latter I eing the property <jf 
the Mutual Life Insurance Company located on Park ave- 
nue, formerly known as the Christie tract. It contained 
over a hundred city lots, all of which were sold through 
Mr Morrisse. and a hundred h«)uses have been erected on 
the property lie also (le\ eloped the properly known as 
the Iloppei' and Clapp tracts, one situated on the southwest 
corner of Park avenue and 12ast Eighteenth street and the 
other on the southeast corner, lie snl)se(|uei.tly organized 
the Cedar ClitV Land Company, a sketch of which a[)pears 
on another page ; he sold o\ei* three hundred lots on this 
tract and located two silk mills and a number of residences. 
He organized the Broadway Land and lUiilding C(>mpan\ 
and purchased lor it i 28 lots of ground located on Broad- 
way, East Twenty-sixth and contigu(>us streets. W ithin 
the past two years he has organized the Citizens', Hamil- 
ton and the Home Land Companies, whose properties are 
located at South Paterson between Madison antl Ihillalo 
avenues, the Erie railroad and Trenton avenue. These 
three companies own about seven hundred lots. He also 
organized the Eastside Land and Building Company, of 
which he is president. His connection with the organiza- 
tion of the Laurel (irove Cemetery Comj^any is told in the 
sketch of that company which aj:)pears on another J)age. 
In 1S83 he organized the Iron and I^ilk Building and Loan 
Association. He was elected president of the company 
and has continued to h(dd that otVice e\er since. This is 
considered one of the most conser\ati\e and successful 
building and loan associations in the city. Although Mr. 
Morrisse's business has been mostly real estate he has also 
done a lartre insuiance business. As agent he has charge 
of the properties of the I^cpiitable Life Assurance Societx 
of the I nited States and ol the Mutual Lite Insurance 
Company of \ew \'ork and represt-nts o\er a hundred 
owners of real estate lor whom he c<»llects rents. Belw een 
eleven and twebe hundred tenants pa\ reiU to him as 
agent. He is also agent for all the ICnglisli steamship 
lines anil the French line, lie also does a large business 
in procuring loans, ha\ ing negotiated se\eral million dol- 
lars of loans for his clients. lie will during the latter part 
of this year erect a \er\ handsome lour stor\ and base- 
ment t^ranite and brick ollice building !«> be situated on 
the northwest corner of Main and Ward streets. When 
finished it will be one of the tinest ollice buildiuLfs in the 
city. 

SamI'ICL S. SiiKKWoon was born in New \'ork city. 
His ancestors were among the earliest settlers of this con- 
tinent, one of them tlying in 1655 near where Fairfield, 
Conn., now stands. After having served as cashier in a 
dry jjoods house in New York, Mr. vSherwood when he be- 
came of age formed a partnership with Alexander Doug- 



las under the lirm name of Douglas Sc vSherwood and car- 
ried on the retail dr\' goods business for four years. Dur- 
ing this lime Mr. Sherwood started the manufacture of 
hooj) skirts, being the first to engage in that business in 
thiscountrv. I Iayin<r sold out the retail (lr\ Lfoods busi- 
ness he began the manufacture of hoop skirts on a large 
scale, ha\ ing for a special partner Nathaniel Wheeler, the 
j)resident of the Wheeler i\: W ilson sewing machine com- 
[)auy. rhe lirm was doing an enormous business at the 
time of the breakiu"'" out of the rebellion, but unfortunatelv 
had gi\en l<»n<'" credits to a number of houses in the South. 
The lirm, howe\er, extended its business by the manufac- 
ture of hospital goods for the government, ladies' collars, 
culfs. t\:c. rhe\ were the lii'si (o do a large wholesale 
business north of A. V . Stewart's store in Chambers street, 
(»ccupying No. ;^43 Broadwas . opposite the old Broadway 
Tabernacle and the SocietN Library Building. The firm 
subse(jueutlv occupied the large building Nos. ^i and S3 
W bite street, being the lirst to carr\ the wholesale business 
west of Broadway ; the lirm subsetiueutly occuj^ied at the 
same time the large building at Nos. cj and 11 White street, 
neai" W est Bioadwav , w hich was built for them by the late 
Daniel Kingsland. In iS6_[ Mr. Sherwood retired from 
business in New ^'()rk and started into the real estate and 
insurance business in Paterson, to which place he had re- 
mo\ ed four years pre\ ions. Mr. Sherwood was the first 
to move in the la\in;rout of the ICast Side of Paterson. He 
mentioned the matter one day when he had accidentallv 
met Mr. Jacob S. Rogers in New ^'ork ; Mr. Rogers 
urLfcd Mr. Sherwood to take char<re of the matter, having: 
become convinced that Mr. Sherwood's ideas were the 
best; on the tiaiu going to Pateison the\' met Mr. William 
(j. Watson, at that time May<*r ofthe city; Mr. Watson 
added his entreaties to the lecpiest of Mr. Rogers and Mr. 
Sherwood agreed to undertake the dinicult task. The pe- 
tition was presented at the next meeting of the Board of 
Aldermen and giantetl. Mr. Sherwood has since been 
cIoseI\- identilied with the progress of Paterson. He 
wasoue of the incorporators of the Paterson c\: Passaic 
horse railroad compans ; he was a membei" of the first 
board of diiectors and for sometime secretarx'; he is at 
present a member of the board of directors of the Paterson 
Cit\ Railw a\C'«)mpan\ , which some tiuie ago absorbed all 
the horse cai" lines in the cit\ . Mr. Sherwood was the 
lirst to take energetic steps towards compelling the Dun- 
dee W ater Power and Laiul Companv to oj:)en its dam for 
the na\igation of the Passaic and is at present treasurer of 
the fund subscribed for that ])urpose. He was a member 
of the Board of Aldermen fnMu iSj:; to i'^79; he was 
chairman of the couuuiltee on linance foi* the whole of his 
term and tor thiee \ears he was the unanimous choice of 
the Board lor i)resident, an ollice he tilled to the satisfac- 
tion of all. He was one of the connnissioners on the 
Broadway and Willis street sewer, the first commission 
created under the new law, and since that time has been 
on fifty-two similar commissions. For a number of years 
he was Commissioner of Appeals in cases of taxation but 
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his ever increasing business compelled him to relinquish 
public office. Since that time he has devoted his time to 
real estate, havinfj^ charjj^e of a great many valuable tracts 
and estates. He is the treasurer of the Paterson General 
Hospital Association and chairman of tlie Hoard ofArl)i- 
trators appointed by the trades unions and tlie l^oard of 
Trade. 

P. D. \Vr:sTsi{VKi/r. I*2nerijv and untiring: devotion to 
business have made P. 1). Westerveit the successful busi- 
ness man he is to-dav. No colle<xe or uni\ ersitv educa- 
tion gave him the lead above liis companions, but the 
common school and the common rural life of a weil-or- 
dercd and self-respecting farming connnunit\ made him 
what he is by nature and In' education. Mr. Westerveit 
was to the manor born. He is a native of this couiitv in 
which he has labored so t'aithfully. lie was born at llaw- 
thorne, in the township of Manchester, December Ji, 
1849. The house in which he was born he now occupies, 
and it is situated in one of the most beautiful sj:)ots along 
tlie banks of the Passaic. From its trout ])ia/./as a splen- 
did view of the citv of Paterson and the surroundiii''" coun- 
trv mav be obtainetl. Tlie grounds around the house are 
extensive and are studdeil with all\arieties of \egetable 
life. Altogether, Mr. Westervelt's home is one of the 
most delightful spots in the county, ^'ouug \\'ester\elt's 
early life was mainly passed on his lather's, the late James 
P. Westervelt's, farm, and at the school house. At school 
his perseverance alwavs kept him among the best students 
of his class, but like the majority of .American Nouth, his 
schooling terminated while he was yet a bo\ . Immedi- 



ately on leaving school he made up his mind to secure a 
situation at Paterson. After some delay he got a place in 
the lumber office of the late Thomas Heverid^e. Here 
his industry was soon recognized antl his career as office 
boy was but a \ery short one. Positions of more import- 
ance recjuiring greater skill and labor were given him and 
in these he gave his employer the utmost satisfaction. 
After remainin«r at the lumber office for about seven or 
eight years and accpiiring a thorough business education, 
Mr. Wester\elt decided to embark in business for himself. 
At the lumber yard olhce he had learned considerable 
about the coal business so he concluded that his first ven- 
tme should be in this line of trade. His experience in 
this business was brief anil in a short time Mr. Westerveit 
had gi\en it u[) and established a general collection office. 
In this business his industry came to his aid and he soon 
built up a successt'ul trade. He was then made collector 
tor several of the largest mercantile houses in Paterson 
and Passaic. In iiSSS Mr. Westenelt decided to engage 
in the real estate and insiuance business. In this he has 
tbund a most suitable occupation and his success has been 
most flattering. He is an excellent judge of the value of 
land and persons confiding their business interests to his 
care ha\ e lound him not onlv an honest but a discreet 
business man : throuiih him some of the lari^est real estate 
transfers on record in this countv have been made. His 
great acti\ ity has also favoretl him in the insurance busi- 
ness and he is the representative of some of the best com- 
jxmies in this country. Air. Westerveit is always to be 
found busy at work in his cosy office at 114 Ellison street. 
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Ws it is the object of this pul)lication to place before 
7 the countrv the many advantages which Paterson 
^;^ possesses as a place for maiuifacturing jmd resi- 
dence it is obvious that little need Ik- said about the bus- 
iness houses. The fact that Paterson has a cosmopolitan 
population numbering over seventy-eight thousand is 
enough to satisfy any person that there are many j)rosper- 
ing business houses here. A glance, however, at a few 
firms, who are distinguished for superior energy and fath- 
er qualifications which go to make up the successful mer- 
chant, will be of interest. 

James Inglis, Jk. — One of the most prominent and 

successful business men in Paterson is Mr. James Inglis, 
11 



Jr. He is a nati\e ol' L*aterson, his father havin<r removed 
hither from Sussex Coimtv, X. T., about sixtv vears a"fo. 
He olHained the best education alforded bv the schools of 
Paterson, at ten vears of age being com}:)elled to walk 
fVom his home in the cit\ to the school house which stood 
at that time near the W'esel brid<^e. After ha\'in<r lefl 
school he became a clerk in a grocerv kept bv John 
O'Brien at the triangle formed bv the intersection of Alar- 
ket, Willis and vStraight streets. Here he remained until 
Mr. O'Brien sold out when he went to Passaic where he 
was employed in the grocery kept by William L. Andruss. 
After remaining there for one year he returned to Pater- 
son and was employed in a drug store kept by his imcle. 
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the late Charles Iiij^Hs. After spending a twelvemonth in 
the (lrii<r store he went to Xew ^'ork where he worked at 
piano-niakiii;^^ in Aiiiitv street. Returninj^ to Patersoii he 
learneil tlie trade of j^atternmakiiii^ in William Swin- 
burne's locomotive and machine works and siil)se(inently 
spent a vear in Kinijslon, Canada, workini^ at his trade in 
the locomotive works wliicli were then hein;^ estahhslicd 
in that })lace. Retnrnint^ to New |erse\ lie entered the 
eniplov of Robert Rennie, at Lodi, in Her^en county, 
where he w.is em|)lo\e(l a \ear at settiiiL:; up machinery. 
CMiiiines, iV:c. Tie next went west, cstahli^liin'- him^eir at 
Racine, Wis., and tor some time (»))eiatc(l a saw mill in 
the woods near that ])lace. (irowin*^^ tired ot' this Hie he 
returned to the east and for some time worked as a pat- 
ternmaker in the Ibundrv at West Poinl. llere he re- 
mained until the hard times of i'S:^y-S when he returned 
to Paterson and in the tollow in;.^ \ear hc^au the mercantile 
career which has placed hini hii^li amon^;' the succe^sl'ul 
business men of tliis citv. It wa^ in October. iNv"^. that 
he bou'^ht out Solomon Danloith's iulcrcst in the nnisic 
and stationer\" store of I'ield «.\: Danlbrth. which had been 
established tor some vears at Xn. if)) Main street. In 
1862, when President Lincoln had issued hi^ call Ibr three 
hundred thousand men, Mr. In;_,dis used his utmost (.11- 
deavors to secure volunteers in this cit\ and succeeded in 
gettinj^ tot^'ether three companies with which he marched 
to the iVont, serving until the expiration of the term for 
which he had enlisted. Returning;" to Paterson he contin- 
ued his business and in addition thereto started the Na- 
tional Mills Companv : his interest in the latter he sold 
out in 1872 to A. Hubbard «.K: Co. In llie follow ini;' \ear 
he boUL(ht out his partner in tlie music and stationer\ busi- 
ness and shortiv afterwards remo\ cd to No. i~2 Main 
street. Here he remained in the successful ])i<)seculion ol* 
his business for twelve \ears w hen he erected lor himsell' 
one of tlie handsomest structures in the cit\. located on 
Main street, near Tlllison. Here he contiiuies to conduct 
the l)nsiness ibuncled on so man\ \ears of inteL,nit\ and 
fair dealiuLf; his spacious store contains a lari^e assojt- 
ment of evervthint^ in the line ol' stationer\-, books, paper. 
blank books, »\:c. 

In politics Mr. hvj^lis has alwa\s l)een an unswerx iuiL;" 
DeuKJcrat. ready at all times to assist his part\. l^»r a 
number of years he was a number ot' the state conunittee 
and took an active |)art in the camj)ai^ns in the state as 
well as the county. DisJainiu'^^ ever\ t'liuL:^ that smacked 
of chicanery or trickerv the name of Iniilis became a s\ n- 
onyin for evervthin^^ that was encp^etic anil straii^ht for- 
ward in politics. In iSSj^ he was ap)).'>inted b\ (io\ernor 
Ludlow a judjj^e of the courts of Passaic Counts ; he was 
rc-appointed in iSSS bv (Joxernor (ireen. in this aj:)- 
pointment the executive of the state ha.s happilv blended 
the reward of political services with the appreciation of' 
sterling qualities which have made Jud<i^e ln<i^lis one of 
the most respected as well as one of the most popular men 
of Passaic county. In business and in politics Mr. In*^lis 
was always openhearted and kind, without swerving the 



least from the path which duty marked out; the same 
(pial ideations which led to success as a leader among poli- 
ticians and merchants made him a Judge who is respected 
bv all — e\er mercifid to the frailties of human nature but 
fearless in the suppression of \ ice and just in the i)unish- 
ment of crime. 

Pn.VM IS Knox Mc CrLi.\ was born in Paterson, X. J., 
on No\end)er2|. iS,V^- Al'tei" recei\ing an education in 
the public and atterwards in the private schools of the city 
he accepted a position as clerk with J. cV (i. Ramsey and 
subse(juentlv acted in a similar capacitv in niundeH's Kx- 
]3ress CompauN 's otlice. He left the latter j)lace for the 
purpose of accepting a clerkship in the Baid< of Jersey 
Cit\. While thus emplo\ed one of the directors, wh(Hiad 
been attracted b\ the pleasant manners and business ability 
ot' the voung man, induced him to accept the position of 
cashier ol' a leadintr slock, ''old and tbreiiin exchange 
bankiu"' hou^e in New ^'ork citv. Alter ha\ in<j;^ sei"ved 
three \eais in this caj)acit\ he l)onght a ^.'at in the Open 
Poard of Ibokeis. an organization which has since con- 
solidated with the New ^'(»rk Stock l-^xchanure. Failing 
health compelled him to gi\e up the brokerage business 
and at the sug^t'stion ol' a niunber of gentleuKMi with 
whom he had been associated in business he accej)ted the 
position ofsecretar\ of the Plint Steel River Mining Com- 
])anv and e\entuall\ became ^ecretarv of lour other mining 
companies. As his health did not imj)rove he was com- 
pelled to resign these lucrative positions and he remained 
idle for six months. Hoping that a more active lile would 
impr(»\e his health he opened a tine grocer\ business and 
forse\en \ears was su ;cessfnl be\ond expectation. Hut 
his natural lo\e lor fmanclal business never lett him and 
on A])ril ist. iS-|. he sold out his grocerv business and 
ojK'ued an olbce as banker and broker in his native city; 
he has eonlinued in that business ever since. To-dav he 
stands beloie the comnumit\ as a man \\ ho by his business 
and j^rixate lile has pio\en that a man ma\ rise to emi- 
nence in his ow n cit\ . As an executor and trustee under 
a number of wills he has gi\en abundant proof that he is 
especialh (jualilied to discharge such duties : at the pres- 
ent writing he represents ten estates as trustee. His fa- 
cilities I'or obtaining int'ormation make him the standard 
authoritv on all matters j)ert:iining to linancial atlairs. His 
son, I-'rederick W'., is a \oung man of exceptionally fine 
abilltN and renders most \aluable aid in the mana<rement 
of his father's business. Mr. McCully's elegantly fitted up 
banking olfues, second to none in t'le State, are located at 
No. 121 W asliington street. 

Pi: I r.n (^r \(. Kr.NH'vsii, one ofthemost public spirited 
citizens ol' Pateis on, was born in Paterson on February 
2j, iS|^. He receiveil his education in the public schools 
of the citv and in Professor Allen's Seminarv. In 1S60 he 
bcLjan work as a clerk in a drv goods store and until 
1878 continued uninterruptedly in the employ of the same 
firm. With the savings of eighteen vears of work and for- 
tified w ith a business experience obtained in actual prac- 
tice Mr. (^uackenbush in 1S78 started in business for him- 
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self at Xo. iSo Main street. In 18S2 he rormetl a partner- 
ship with Mr. John B. Mason under llie tirni name ol' 
Qiiackenhnsh i\: Co.. and the tirni soon Tound it necessary 
to increase the acconniiodations for a l)iisiness whicli was 
continnall\ inultiph inLC ; this was d<)ne In takln-j^ posses- 
sion of the adjoinin;^ store. No. iSj Main street, the twi^ 
stores beint; thrown into one. 1C\ en with this hir';e lloor 
space the tirni (hd not ha\e room enoui^h and ha\ in*^ adtl- 
ed a ireneral Hne of all kinds of (h\ Lfoods to their already 
extensive stock, another adihtion was looked tor. For 
some time this seemed ditlicidt as all the space on Main 
street had been taken bv other business houses : the lirm 
solved the ditficultv bv obtainin;4 possession of the proj)ert\ 
in the rear of their two stores and bv extendiuix the aildl- 
tional room thus acc[uired through to I\!llis)n street. Their 
store accordin;^lv is in the s!Kn)e of a ■•iu^nitic lettt'r L. 
The public appreciation of t'le excelLnt manner in which 
the business was manaj^ed showed itsell' in hMLieb in- 
creased sales and the firm attained a standing" in the com- 
mercial world which couhl not ha\e been acquired e\cej)t 
bv the exercise of the best jud;^ment auvl tlie liheral patron- 
age of the public. For two yeai"^ Mi", (^uackeiiluisli 
served in the Board of k^ducatlon but his Inisiness en-^aLie- 
ments were such that he was compelled to relinqnisli all 
idea of political preferment which was lVe(juentl\ ollered 
him. He, however, did not depri\e the j)nblic ot'hi^ \al- 
uable advice and assistance and no movement calculated to 
benefit the public was started Init what Mr. (^uackenhush 
lent a helpin<J^ hand, assistini^ the project willi aiKice, in- 
fluence and purse. He was tbremo>t in tlie moxement 
which secured for Paterson two maLcniliceiit parks, lie i^ 
a director of the Second National r)an!<, t'.ie L'olt Land 
Companv and the Paterson Sanitary C'omj)any and has on 
a nmnber ol occasions been called upon to a.t in a fidnc- 
iarv capacity where consideral)le interests were in\.>l\e(l. 

JosKiMi TowKLL was born in L'ount\ Down, li'eland, 
on Mav 24, 1848, and attended tlie schools of liis iiaii\e 
place until he was fourteen \eais ol" a-^e. i.\eii at I'lat 
earlv a<£e he e\'inced a liking" tor (lowers and lloiienhuie 
and at his own re(|uest he studied ^arikiiin'^ in the L^ar- 
dens of the Manjuis of Downsliire lor t'nte \ears; dniiiiL;- 
his apprenticeship he receised no wa^es l)ul ])ai(l the ^\\\\\ 
of ei^rhteen pence per week for t'le education he le- 
ceived there. At the exjjiration of the t!iree \ears lie went 
to Eivkmd where lor twelve m>nLhs he had ehai'-j-j of the 
^aniens at k^ast Hempstead Park. I'^indini;' tiiat there was 
still s()methin<i^ to learn in tlie Nocatlon he had chosen he 
sought emplovment in the kuL^e gardens of the Ibilis'.i 
Isles, his main object beiuL^ t!ie aci[uirin'4" of a thorough 
knowdedgc of gardening, wages being oidy ol" secondar\- 
consideration. In j)ursuance of tliis plan he was engaged 
in a large number ol* the principal garckns of ICnglantl 
both private and connnercial and fitted himself t'loroug'ilv 
for the business. He had from his early youth a desire to 
come to this country and in 1872 he carried that project 
into execution. Despite the prevailing depression in all 
lines of business he soon found employment as landscape 



gardener and after spending some years in New York, 
Newport, Rhode Iskuul, Long Island, Astoria, Staten 
Isknul and Canada, he came to Paterson in i8j"S. The 
late Jutlge Wooilrnlf at that time owned the Bellevue 
nurser\ . situated on Haletlon a\enue: the uround was ad- 
mirably adapted lor tloricullure but there were onl\ se\en 
hothouses, six (»f which were \er\ small. For some lime 
Mr. Lowell managed the place under a lease he had ob- 
tained from Mr. Woodrulf; the latter tVeciuentU expressed 
his gratitication at ha\ing induced Mr. Tow ell to locate in 
Paterson. for fudge Woodrutl* w as \erv fond of flowers 
and recogni/ed that in Mr. 'L(»well he had found the man 
who wDuld establish a luirserv in Paterson that woultl 
come uj) to the exj^ectations of the most sanguine and en- 
thusiastic loxeiof the lloial kingilom. In 1880 Mr. 'Low- 
ell acijuired tlie nuiseiv pro[XMt\ Iw purchase and since 
that time his cai'eer has been one of continued success, 
lie soon tound the facilities tar too small tor there was an 
enormous (kiiiaiul tor t!ie product of his hothouses and he 
enlaigcd Iroiii \ear to \eai- until he had one of the finest 
cstaMishmenls in the countrx. At no time was the supplv 
etiual to the demand and Mr. Tow ell never re«'"retted one 
minute of tlie man\ da\s he had spent in accpiiring a thor- 
ough knowledge ol' his business. He recogni/ed to its 
fullest extent t:ie pioNcrb which declares that there is 
al\\a\> room at the toj). He soon established a larire 
trade with New N'oik and other cities and his business is 
e\cr on the increase. C'onsecjuentlv improvements are 
continuall\ going on at the Belle\ue nurseries. Mr. 
Towell has erected for himself a handsome residence and 
at present, although he has thirteen hothouses, he is build- 
ing ti\e mote; these ad(htions will be each one hundred 
b\ eighteen t'lel. built of' iron and j/lass accordiuLT to the 
latest and most approxed patterns. When these are com- 
pleted Mr. Towell will «)wn the linest establishment in 
New leises and one tlie superior of which cannot be 
t'oniKl in (he Liiited ."'•^Liles, It would be impossible for a 
mail of tile eiu'i^x. knowledge and talents possessed by 
Mr, Towell to li\(.- in aii\ conmnmit\ without makin'"^ his 
iiithieiK'e felt and Mr. l'ow(.-ll has become not onlv an 
authoriiv in e\er\lhiiig pertaining to his j)articular busi- 
ness bnl lu" has also become one of the foremost and most 
l\-specle(l eiti/eiis of Paterson. 

Tnr. Joiix N()i:\\o()i) C'ompvxn. — Among the most 
imj)ortant of t'le lar-^e business establishments in the city 
ot" Paterson. that exert in no small (kgree an inlluence 
upon the commercial adxaiitages of tliat cit\, is the whole- 
sale and retail pamt and painleis' snj)j)l\ house of the John 
Norwood C/ompaiu, which is located on the southwest 
corner of Main and I'llison streets. The building, which 
is one of the linest and largv'st m t!ie cits, is constructed of 
j)ressed brick, w itii oinamental stone dressin-^s, and has a 
frontage of twenty-llxe feet, witli a deptli of one hundred 
and ten I'eet ; it is three stories in helglit. It is one of the 
most cons[)icuous features of Main street, the leading thor- 
oughfare of the citv, and is amply providetl with every 
convenience and facility for conducting the large trade 
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that is carried on, which is both wholesale and retail, the 
store beinu^ divided into two departments, in order to facil- 
itate transactions. The company also occupies a i)uildin<^ 
in the rear of their premises in I'^llison street: tliis build- 
ingf is fiftv i)v fiftv feet and three stories hiirli. The 
stock, which lV)r character, extent and \arietv is the larg- 
est in the city, comprises paints, varnishes, o^hiss. white 
lead, oils, alcohol, olues, <^ums, tSic and a verv lar^e and 
complete line of bruslies ; also artists' and wax tlovver ma- 
terials, machinery and burning oils are handled largely. 
A full line consistiti^i" of tiftv shades of tlie Louifman iS: 
Martinez and The John Norwood Co.'s readv mixed 
paint is always ke})t in 'stock. It mi<^ht be stated that 
the demand for ready mixed paints is j^rowini;- e\erv \ear, 
and the foreman of the compan\' sa\s that white lead, 
colors and oil, <^roun(l toirether b\ machineiv. are fmer 
and Avill wear much better than if mixed by IkukI. There 
is also a well selected stock of coach colors and coach \ar- 
nishes, and other materials used b\' caniai^e Iniilders. 
Carriage ^loss paint is a comparati\ el\ new article ; it is 
coach colors trround in \arnisli and read\ tor use. The 
w^all paper department is as lar<;e. if not lari^er tlian am 
other; j^reat care and study is <>i\en to th<j selection. The 
patterns and colorings are always the newest. TIkn 
carry in stock pressed papers, velvets, embosts, ])ron/.es, 
felts, silks, damasks, \arnished, washable and sanitar\ 
papers; also, white and brown blanks: most of the^e 
have matched friezes, borders, ceilitit^s and decorations: 
a complete com]:)inati()n can be made includini^ mouldiui^^s. 
&c. Shadins^s and hollands, plain and decorated, with 
many styles of frinires, which match in color: also :dl 
sizes of sprint^ rollers and fixtures for lap^e store win- 
dows, cV:c., will be found in this depaitmenl. The com- 
pany <j^ive special attention to shading line residences, 
large mills, cK:c., as they make all the shades thev sell. 
The paintini^ and interior decoratiuLi^ is in the charLi^e <>f a 
foreman who is a practical and thoroui;!! man. and dexotes 
all his time to this branch, and all work entrusted to his iud^- 
ment, will be correct in combination, colorin'^-, i\:c. An- 
other feature worthy of mention is the s\ sternal ic arran-^e- 
ment prevailing throui^hout the entire establishment. 

The business was establis'.ied b\ Mr. |ohn I). Shorrock 
in i8'^6; Mr. Shorrock \yas succeeded 1)\ |ohn Norwood 
& Co., and at present tlie business is carried on by the 
John Norwood Company, a corporation which for ability 
in the qualifications of its persoimel is not sinpassed 1)\ 
any in the city. All of the meml)ers of the compan\ ha\e 
had a great deal of experience in their paiticular depart- 
ments of the business, and all were for a num])er of years 
connected in sc^me capacit\ with the lirm of lohn Nor- 
wood t\: Co. Mr. W. (i. Norwood is the son of John 
Norwood and assisted him for man\ years in the treneral 
conduct of the business. Mr. John H. Spear was tor ten 
years bookkeeper in the establislnnent and is thoroughly 
conversant with every branch of the business; Mr. Henrv 
Schoonmaker who has charge of the shade department, 
has devoted manv years to that branch of the business ; 



Mr. John \\. Post has shown exceptional ability in the de- 
partment entrusted to him : Mr. James Kennelly is a prac- 
tical painter and decorator: Mr. (iieorge W. Pollitt was 
for many years engaged in mercantile pursuits in the city 
until he became an emj^lovce of John Norwood & Co. 
That success sliould attend such a combination of practical 
men, each especially ada})ted to the department entrusted 
to him, is certainly not more than mi«j-ht have been ex- 
pec ted. 

Maksii Ai.i. i\: Ball. — The name of this lirm is familiar 
to e\er\ man, woman and child in the State of New Jer- 
se\ . No individual enterj^rise has ever had the eft'ect on 
an\ special class of trade that this firm has exerted on the 
clothing business. When the firm first started into busi- 
ness only the cheapest kinds of goods were manufactured 
into \yhat was called reach made clothiuir; men who coidd 
atlbrd it had their clothing made to order and ready-made 
clothing was looked upon as something very interior. The 
lirm set themseKes to work to re\ olutionize this state of 
affairs and the success the\ ha\e attained is attested by the 
enormous Inisiness they haye built uj) in the three 
largest cities in the State. They used the best kind of 
goods Ibr theii" stock and the public soon ascertained that a 
suit of clothes could be obtained just as good by jxitroniz- 
uvj" this lirm as b\ ha\ ini>' <><)ods made to order and that at 
a far lower price. Their business increased enormously 
and soon they were al^le to keep in stock all kinds of goods 
and of all sizes and shapes. Ready made clothing rose 
fn^m the position it had hitherto occupied to one equal to 
that of the best custom-made ^foods. Marshall «S: Ball at 
present ha\e three stores — one at Nos. 807 to 813 Broad 
street, Newark : one at Nos. ^8 to 60 Newark avenue, Jer- 
sey Cit\, and one at Nos. iz\ and 22^ Main street, Pater- 
son. In Newark the lirm occupies the whole of a large 
bnildiu"'- and here the cultiuLT and mamifacturiuii' is done. 
The Ierse\ Cit\ store was started in 1874 and live years 
later their business was established in Paterson. The bus- 
iness heie under the management of Mr. Henry Diefen- 
thalei" continued to grow at such a rate that hired quarters 
were no longer sulheient and the lirm ])urchased a plot of 
gi'ouiul on Main street and elected its own building, of 
which a repiesentation apjieais on another page. The 
salesroom is one of the handsomest in the citv and occu- 
pies the whole of the first floor, being -42xi(X3 in area, well 
lighted and well \entilated. 

LocKwooi) Bun I Iliads. — In 18^2 Mr. W. Lockwood 
established the furniture business in Paterson at No. 48 
\'an llouten street and in Noxember, i8~z, he removed to 
Nos. 290, 1^)1 and 294 Main stieet. Here his business ex- 
tended \ery rapidh and he took his two sons, Frank S. 
and W illiam J., into j:)artnership with him, the firm name 
being \V. Lockwood A. Sons. On February i, 1S89, ^^^' 
Lockwood retired anil the business has since l)een carried 
on by his sons under the firm name of Lockwood Brothers. 
The business had assumed great proportions and tor some 
yeavs the firm found itself cramped in its quarters. Con- 
sequently in 1890 a material addition was erected to the 
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store so that it now runs throii<^h from Main street to Cross 
street. It has a frontat;rc of titty feet on Main street, twen- 
t}-tive feet on Cross street antl a total depth of two hun- 
dred and ninety feet. The ^^ain street huiUhnij has a 
basement and three stories ; the Cross street buil(hn<i^ 
has a basement and four stories. The stores are supphed 
with two freif^^ht and one passen<i;cr elevator. Tlie tirni 
has alwavs been successful, their l)usiness increasiui^ 
larorelv everv vear. 

Geokgk Melvili.k Er.r.ioT was horn in Edinl>ur^h, 
Scotland, on January 7, i.S;6. When he was alxMit five 
V ears of a ere his family removed to London where he re- 
ceived his education. In 186S he went hack to r2dinhur<j:h 
where he learned the trade of watchmaker and jeweler. 
In 187^^ he came to this countrv and at once took uj) his 
residence in Paterson where he was employed until 1S79 
bv a prominent jewelrv tirm. \\\ 1S79 he bej^^an hiwincss 
for himself in a small room on the upj^er Hoor ot the huildin^c 
on the northwest corner of Washiiii^ton and RUisou streets, 
and bv means of natural husincsscapacitv and strict attention 
to business soon accumulated enouirli to warrant him in 
openin^^ a store on the tir>t tloor of the luiildini;- on the 
northwest corner of \'an llouten and Washington streets 
The energy with which he looked after his hnsiness, his 
imiformlv courteous manner and fair (lealin<f with all soon 
made his quarters too small for an ever increasiniL^ hnsiness 
and he obtained possession o^ the larj^e store at No. 19^ 
Main street where he has since conducted his hnsin^'ss 
No merchant stands hii^her in the estimation of his friends 
and customers than ^Ir. Elliot and his hnsiness is continu- 
ally assuming larjj^er oroportic^ns. '1 lie transition from 
the time, onlv a few years a<ro, when he did all his own 
work, to his present business, when he contiiuialK em- 
ploys eight men, is sufficient e\ idence of his ([nalifications 
as a business man. lie was tlie fnst jeweler in the city 
who found it necessary on account of the extent of his Inis- 
iness to employ a delivery wagon. Mr. IClliot i^ a mem- 
ber ot the Board of Trade and of a number ot' piominent 
societies in Paterson and has alwa\s taken a commend- 
able interest in all projects looking t(; the weUate ot" the 
public. 

Meyer Bhotiieks. — The Boston store, Nos. 181 to 187 
Main street, and Xos. 1 16 and 118 V\ ashingtc^n stieet, \\ as 
established in Paterson about ten years ago \)\ Mever 
Brothers who were at that time doin<r a t1onrishin<r dry 
goods hnsiness in Newark. They opened a store on the 
corner of Nbiin and Market streets and their enterprise and 
low prices soon attracted a great deal ot trade. In a short 
lime the store, spacious as it was, pnned too small for 
them and as on account of the architecture of the huildin<r 
an enlargement could not he had thev took a lease for a 
long numher ot years on the \'an Saun building which was 
then m the course of election. Although they had the 
largest floor space of any business in the city thev sodu 
found that they were cramped and that additions would be 
absolutely necessary. Accordingly in iS90thcy purchased 
the property on Washington street lying immediately in 



the rear of their Main street stores and thereon they erected 
a fine building, having a frontage on Washington street of 
sixty-five feet and a depth of a hundred feet. The new 
build'Uir. which is four storifs hi<ih, contains all the mod- 
ern improvements and connects with the Main street build- 
inir. formin<r as it were one solid building, all the floois 
connectinir and running through from Main to Washington 
street. All the ditierent departments are reached by eleva- 
tors so that the top floor is now as easy of access as any 
part of the store. Several new de])artments were added, 
viz— carpets, t'urniture. clothing, millinery, upholstery, 
dressmakinir and house furnishing in all its branches. 
0\ er a hundied clerks are employed and nearly every Eu- 
lopean language is spoken. The delivery wagons of the 
firm may be seen almost at any time of the day and even- 
ing in almost any p:\vt of tlie city, l^he firm has also an- 
other estal>lislnnent nearly as large in New Brunswick, 
X.J. 

Samimi, Xa riiAX, one of the most prosperous and re- 
spected business men of Paterson, was lu)rn in Czempin, 
Prnssia.on Mav 12, i8_|;^. lie enjoyed the advantagesofthe 
educational I'acilities ot his native home until he was about 
sc\e!i years of age when his family removed to this coun- 
trv. Thev [noceeded at once to Providence, K. I., where 
vounix Xathan attended school for two years, at the expira- 
tion of which time his family remoNed to Xew York city 
where he completed his education. At the age of thirteen 
he was t*mploved in a mercantile establishment in Xew 
'S'ork and at the age of fifteen was made salesman, his nat- 
ural l)usincss abilities having secured him this rapid pro- 
motion. At the age of twenty he started in business for 
himself in l'\dton street, dealiu'r in Lfentlemen's furnishing 
goods. In Ma\. i8()r), he remoye<l to i^Uerson and open- 
ed a cK>thinLr and merchant tailoriuGT establishment on the 
southwest corner ot' Main and ICllison streets. On account 
of the sale ot tl)e bnihhng three years later he was com- 
pelled to \acate and Inr two years and a half occupied a 
st«)re on Main street a short distance south of his former 
location. In 1871 Mr. Samuel Smith and Mr. James 
Jackson had erected a line row of business houses on ^lar- 
ket street : at that lime Market street was not a business 
tlioronglit'aie ; although in the heart of the city trade had 
not tound its wa\ out of Main stieet and Market street was 
lined j)rinci j)allv with residences. Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Xathan had been on teiins of the closest friendship for a 
long time and Mr. Xathan, w'th a pers[)icacity which has 
assisted him in establishing his business, saw that it would 
be but a question of a short time before trade would find its 
WMV into Market street; he accordingly led the way which 
has been tbllowed by so many otheis since and became the 
pioneer of trade in Market street ; he leased one of the 
stores in the Smith cV: Jackson block and some time af'ter- 
wards accpiiied bv purchase the adjoining property on the 
corner of Market and Church streets. He first occupied 
the building adjoining that occupied by the Second Xa- 
tional Bank hut when sometime afterwards a neighboring 
and larger store was made vacant he removed to this i 
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order to increase his facilities, this step hein<^ made neces- 
sary by his increasinor business. Strict attention to l)usi- 
ness, assisted by conrteons demeanor and a well earned 
reputation for intei^ritv and fair dealing, soon established a 
business which in it^elf was a j^uarantee of success. In 
18S4 Mr. Nathan erected a line buildin<4- on the property 
acquired by him a few years j^revious and Ijecame the 
owner of one of the handsomest business structures in the 
State. The lower floor ot the Iniildinir is used for business 
purposes, the uppei floois are used tbi- the rooms of the 
District Court and as lodue and mettin<>- rof>ms Mr. Xa- 
than is a leadinjj^ diiector in the Second National Hank in 
the Colt Land Company and the Home Land Company 
and occu[)ies other honorary positions te>tif\ in<_;" to the con- 
fidence the citizens (;f Pateison repose in him. 

FiiANK W. Ai.r.KN was born in North KiuLi^stown, K. 
L, on Inly 10, iS^i, and received his education at the 
Providence C' nterence vSeminarw lie then became a 
clerk in a wholesale Hour and i^rain house in Hartford, 
Ct., and was subse(|uently em|)lo\e(l b\ the same tii ni in 
Springtield, ALiss. \\\ 1S77 he went into the dressed beef 
business on his own account in Worcester, Mass., remain- 
ing there tor live years, at the e.\])iration of which time he 
came to Paterson. No western dressed beef l)Usiness had 
been established yet in this city and shoitly after the old 
way of brin<^intr cattle and slau^hterinj^ in Paterson was 
completelv chan^^ed to western dressed brou^^ht in refrii,^- 
erator cars. He erected refriLrerators near the tracks of 
the Delaware, Lackawaima cV: W'estein railroad and in 
1886 obtained possession of commodious (piarteis in 
VV'ashinj^ton street, nearly opposite the citv hall. Tiie 
hUter proved of ^reat convenience to hi; j^atrons, as it was 
easy of access Nh-. Allen supplied his establishment with 
all the modeiMi improvements in his line of business and 
was the Hrst in the state to have an ice machine in opera- 
tion for the CooliuL^ ol dressed beef. He was the tiist to 
introduce the killini^ of ho;_js in Pateison and this e\j)eii- 
ment was attended with so Ljreat a success that now the 
numbei' of ho^s slaUL^hteied at his estahlislnnent at times 
reaches an averaj^^e of twehe hundred a week. I'roL^ress 
and success have marked e\ei\ yeai' of Mi" Allen's career 
in this cit\ anil the number of" his tViends increases w ilh 
the circle of" his acquaintanceship, foi- Mi\ Allen is of a 
quiet and pleasin^j^ disposition and fiir and lil>eral dealiii'^ 
are characteristic of him. He is a director of the l\Uei^on 
National l)aid< and enjoNsthe coiifidence ot all who ha\e 
ever met him. 

pA'ruicK Hi,\m' Suimi.ds was boiii in the north ol' Ire- 
land on January 12, l^^^^7. beini^- the oldest of nine child- 
ren. His j)arents came to Ameiica in iS|6. settlini^^ in 
Paterson, N. J , where the\' remained a \eai- oi- two, when 
they removed to Little Palls. \\\ iS^S the t"amil\ remoxed 
asrain to Paterson and Mr. Shields entered a <>rocer\ store 
and in the course of five >ears accjuired such an insiglit 
into the business that he set up for himself in 1863 with 
the little capital he had been able to accumulate by the 
closest economy after liberally aiding^ his family. By his 



steady industry and honesty in trade he soon acquired an 
enviable reputation and although through his proverbial 
j^enerositv he has at times lost heavily his business has 
constajitly l>een <^rowin;^ until he is now one of the most 
extensive <rrocers in Paterson. A number of \ears a<;o he 
took one of his brcjthers. Mr. Walter G Shields, into part- 
nersliip w ith him. Thus it will be seen that Mr. Shields 
is emj)haticall\ a self-made man and he is a very credita- 
ble specimen of that sort of [)ro(lucti(m. In 1871 he was 
elected to the P)oard of Chosen Preeholders, remainin^T in 
that body for fi\e \eais. durini^ all of winch time he was 
one of the leading" spirits in shapin;:^ its j)olicy and control- 
lini;- its nieasuies. He was chosen director in 187--3-4— 5. 
LaiLicK throuLfh his influence the l>oar«l inauLTurated the 
policv of' Iniildini;" pel nianent iron bricli^i's, in consequence 
of" which the countv now sj)ends ver\' little in repaiis of 
biidj^^es. In the tall of 1S.S1 he was elected to the Assem- 
bly by a majority of 95 -f which the three wards compos- 
iuL^ his distiict iiexer i;a\e to an\' other man, a fact which 
suflicientlv attests his popularity amonj^ all classes. He 
was re-elected the follow ijii;- >eai". \\\ March, 1888, he 
was elected County Collector and has held that office ever 
since. 

J.\.Mi;s P)r:ij. was born on October 8, 183^, in County 
Down, Iieland, wheie his family were euirai^ed in the 
maimfacture of linen. Mr. Bell landed in this country on 
the I Ith of Aj)ril, 1S5 ) ; the vessel in which he came was 
shipwrecked and instead of landing- in lk)ston landed in 
Newj:)ort. Mr. I)ell at once proceeded to Poston, where 
he was en^aL:,ed in the rubber business until November^ 
iSOcj. when he removed to Laterson. Here he went into 
the business of importiiiLj' wines and other articles of mer- 
chandise at the store which he still occupies in Alarket 
stieet ; he also at once took an inteiest in \arious manu- 
factm inu;- and meicantile piojects. \\\ 1 8()6 he beij^an the 
de\ ilopinent of Ri\ erside. at pi esent a llourishini^ section 
i)t the cit\ . He organized tile Ki\eiside Land Improve- 
ment ConipaiiN ill i.V'iO and at its diss(<lution in 1872 he 
owned one-tonrth of the pro[)eit\' held b\' the company. 
This eomi)an\ induced the New |eisey Midland railroad 
companx — now the New N'oik, Sus<jnehanna tv: W estern 
laihoad conipam -to la\' its tiacks thi'ou'^h Paterson bv 
snhscriliin^" Si-o<^'^> to the capital stock of the lailroad 
conipanw the latter localin-j; its loute throuL^h the piDpertv 
owned h\ the land company. In iS().S Mr. Hell purchased 
tlie llilhard [dace and at present occupies a [portion of it 
as a residence. He has located fourteen mills and manu- 
f"actuiin;4 eslahlishment.^- in tliis cit\'. all with one exccj)- 
tion on piopeil\ owned b\ Idin. He was one of tlie lirst 
su!)scril)ers lo the Paterson t.\: Little Palls horse railroad 
compaiu . He had laiL,ar interests in the [*assaic and 
Orani^e oil comj:)anies and in the ICxcelsior antl Empire 
oil companies, the latter bein^^ the first companies of their 
kind or^^anized in this country. He secured the charter 
and organization of the lYople's Gas Lii^^ht company of 
Paterson, a corporation which reduced the price of gas to 
manufacturers from $3.^0 to $1.50 per thousand, and he 
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has b^'cn larsrclv interested in tieailv evei v work of im- 
portance iimlertaken in Paterson. At the present day he 
is the owner of a <^rcat deal ofvalnahle real estate. In 
1SS9 he erected the Bell buildin<^ on the corner of Market 
street and Ramapo avenue, an illustration of which appears 
on another paij^e. lie has just comj^letetl the Hunker llill 
milK at Riverside and leased them for a lon^- term of vears 
to \V. i^ J. Sloane, of New York, for the manufacture of 
tapestry, thus introducing anotiier new industry in the city. 

Tamrs Wilson is a Scotchman ov hiith and came to 
Paterson twentv-seven vears airo. He established a coal 
business in which he has been verv successful, du? t) his 
business rule of liberal and honest dealinii^s with all. lie 
has extensive sheds on Marshall street with consideial)Ie 
frontajje on the Morris canal. lie sui)olies a lariie num- 
ber of the mills and manufactoiies in Paterson with coal 
and his business is continuallv incrensin^r. He has been 
prominent in public aHiiirs and his judi^Mueiit is iVecjueiUlv 
sought when matters of imp )rtance to tlu' cil\ andlhe pub- 
lic are to be considered. lie ser\ed as one of a committee 
appointed at a public meetini; for the selection of ])arks tor 
Paterson and the subsecpient action of the Hoard of Alder- 
dermen in purchas'ng tlie sites selected and the general 
public approval of this course bore lestimonv to Mi'. \V'iI- 
son's excellent judgment. 

TnK HonAU'r-SrHviixsox Hi ii.i)ix(,. — The llobait- 
Stevcnson building was erected in i SSS and is the j:)ropertv 
of Mr. (irarret A. llobart and Mr. luiL:;ene Ste\enson. 
The property is situatetl on Washington street adjoining 
the Citv Hall. For a long number of \ears the lots on 
which it stands were un'.mpro\eiL the property being too 
valuable for residences. Mr. Ste\enso;i conceixed the idea 
that it would bean excellent ]:)lace tor a bniKliiig for ollices 
and Mr. llobart having joined him in his enteij)rise the 
result was the erection of the building, an illustration of 
which appears on page 62. 'I'he judgment ot tlie gentle- 
men owning the propeitv was excellent, for before tlie 
building had been completed everv rooin and the tour stores 



on the ground floor had been leased. The Passaic Water 
Comj)any and a nund)er of lawyers and real estate agents 
have tlu ir oilices in the buildinj;. 

N. Lank. — Paterson is certainly well provided in the 
line of j^hotographers who are continually vicing with 
each other in the production of the best work. Recogniz- 
ing the tact that ])hotography as applied to j^ortraits had 
the Held well covered Mr. Lane a number of vears ajjo 
devoted hims;.'lf exclusively to photographing buildings, 
machinery, inteiiors and similar work. He found here 
ample opportunity for the display of his talents and as lit- 
tle had been done in this tlirection before, his etlbrts were 
the moie appreciated. Xf> photographer had made a spe- 
cialty of this class of work and Mr. Lane soon found him- 
self master of the situation. His work is perlect in every 
respect and his cameia is constantly in demand. He has 
made thousands of \ iews ^"or manufactmers and others and 
in e\ery case gi\en entire satisfaction. Most ol the eu- 
giavings in this work are from photograjDhs taken by Mr. 
Lane, he ha\ ing been selected on account of his superior- 
itv in this class ol work. 

Tim: L'oi rAiu: ox iiii: Cliff. — Thousands of people 
are amiuallv attracted to the Falls of the Passiic for the 
puipose of \ iew ing this great masterpiece of nature. The 
grounds about the cataract have been improved in many 
ways and contain three of the reservoirs of the Passaic 
Wat r Company. The Valley of the Rocks, a deep 
gorge below the Falls, still retains its pristine grandeur 
unimpaiieil. ICxcursions and target companies from New 
^^)rk, Xewaik, |ersev Citv and more remote points visit 
the I'alls in laige numbers eveiy vear. At ])resent the 
grounds aie in chaige of' Mr. Henry Haum, who has also 
secured a lease on tlie Cottaire on the ClilV, situated roman- 
ticalb ou a hi''h led''"e of rock overlookiuix the \^allev of 
the Rocks and tlie citv of Paterson. A dancing platform, 
caionssL'l. ^hooting gallerv and bowling allevs are among 
the atti.ictious on the LfKnmds. 
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JTyili: ,:uhi.;nl facilities of l';Ucrs<,n are iinsiiipaNS- 
Xi; L'l, Tilt- priiicipal railroad pjissiiijr tlir<m«th Uie 
i^jljdty, imi one which on ace.nmt of the !ilH.-i-aI- 
- ■ ^f^ i'.^ -iix' ciitTgy of itf* maiiiifjeiiienl liiis ul)sorl)c<l 
^ .' and contiiines to retain most of the traffic, hoth 
J freight ami passenger, is tlie New \ urk. Lake 
Erie & Western. It rnns upwards of tifty 
rains a diiv each way "ilii a corresponding 
r of freight trains. No (iillicnlty has ever 
ri exptJieiiced in the way of running switches 
to the various mannfactiiring establish nients of iniportiince 
and the company has ever lent a wilhng ear to requests for 
more depots or facilities of other kii 
m prove 
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foremost in all improvements and h; 
in building up the city 

The New York. Snstiiiehanna & Western r:iilro[Kl 
skirts the eastern iKinndary of the city and in or.k-r 
to obtain a tiiir share of the city's traffic has hnilt a spur 
into the heart of the city. A similar course has been pur- 
sued by the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western railroa<l 
company whose main line skirls the western iHumdary nl 
. the city. It will consequently he seen that no matter how 
much Paterson extends itself the railroad facilities will lie 
be ample. 

The rates of freight lietween Patersmi and New ^■<)rk 
andothcrpointsare low and commntati<ni rates to New York 
for passengers amount to about five dollars a month, allow- 
ing the holders of the tickets one ride each way for every 
day in the mondi. Family tickets which may be use.l by 
any member of the fimiily or guest or person in any way 
attached to the family, are sold at $12.50 for twenty-five 
trips. 

The sewer system of the city has U'eu greatly evleiuled 
witliin the past few years. In 1SS2 the legislature passe<l 
a law permitting the construction of sewers by a iiew 
method ; sewers are built at the reque.st of property owners 
along the line of the proposed sewers and the property is 
assCKNcd for the benelits conferred. It the sewer is a large 
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main sewer the city pays a portion ol 

ally about one-half; lateral sewer; 

ed at the expense of the projjerti 

this way sewers cost the ]>ro|K'rty 

per lot and after that no further 

In this way e\ery portion ni the city lias bet 

with sewers. The latter discharge into the 1 

which flows tlirough the centre of the city ; il 

running stream with numerous rapids and few pools, so 

that the sewage is quickly and entirely removed. 

The charter of the city prohibits the Board of Aldermen 
from incurring any expense in any year exceeding a tas of 
two and a half per cent, on the total valuation of the prop- 



erly in the city. The valuations made by the assessorsare 
equal to alxnit thirty per cent, of the market value of the 
property. Since the adoption of high license a few years 
ago a considerable portion of [he city's expenses is paid by 
the tax on the liquor trallic. The State has no debt, its 
expenses being paid by taxes on railroads and similar cor- 
jxiratioiis. and corisequentlv there is no State tax. The 
last cent of the countv's debt was paid several years ago 
and so the eountv lax amounts to just stifticient to make 
the necessiiry or desirable improvements. The manage- 
ment of the city and county affairs has always been con- 
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of line churches of ever 
e shown on other pages. 



All the pi-omiuent secret societies are represented in 
Paterson by several lodges or councils. There are large 
iiumhers of fraternity insurance organizations and a num- 
ber of athletic, Ixiating and similar organizations. 

The fire depai-tmeiif of the city is one ol the most effi- 
cient in the country. .\ few years ago it was almost alto- 
gether voluntary but recently this has been changed to a 
depiiitment on a paid basis. There arc nine engine com- 
panies, three truck companies and a chemical engine com- 
panies, all equipped with horses and full corps of men. 
Rates of insurance consequently are verj- low. 
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expense, gener- 
generally construct- 
iiers hcnelitted. In 
;rs from $25 to $50 
L-r t;ixes are levied. 
has been provided 
to the Passaic river 
rapidlv 



.'rson has an cfiicient Hoard of Health and has been 
ocn anything like epidemics of disease for many long 
This is principally due to the energetic manner in 
the Hoard of Ilealtii lakes hohl of all cases of con- 
is diseases. Phices where scarlet fever, diphtheria 
niilar diseases occur are at once quai-antined and af- 
e disease has disiqipcared thoroughly fimiigated by 
ippointed for that puipose. Cases of small pox, 

ity pest house, oulside of the city limits; this estab- 
ent has not been used for many years. A sanitary 
r also lo.iks after all the meat and food oHered for sale 
he ofi'ering for sale of adulterated food or had meat is 
L-lv iHinished. 
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lHii4 i.im 1805. 24,883 

1827 S.230 1870 33.5S1 

1832 9,086 1876 88,824 

1810 7.608 1880. 61,084 

1850 ...11,M1 188S. fl3,278 

1856 10,458 1800 7Mt* 
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THOMAS ROGERS, 
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THE R05ERS LOCOMOTIVE AND MACHINE WORKS IN 1830, 




THE ROGERS LOCOMOTIVE AND MACHINE WORKS AT THE PRESENT DAY. 
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ROBERT S. HUGHES. 
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SOME OLD LOCOMOTIVES. 
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LOCOMOTIVES BUILT BV THE ROGERS LOCOMOTIVE AND MACHINE WORKS. 
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FRONT VIE\ftF OF THE PASSAIC ROLLING MILL COMPANY'S W0R:<S, 




REAR VIEW OF THE PASSAIC ROLLING MILL COMPANY'S WORKS. 
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FRANKLIN C. BECKWITH. 
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CHARLES D. BECKWITH, 
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WILLIAM G, WATSON. 
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JAMES WATSON. 
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BOILER WORKS OF SAMUEL SMITH db SON. 
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SAMUFL SMITH 
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STRAIGHT STREET MILL OF BENJAMIN EASTWOOD, 
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BENJAMIN EASTWOOD. 
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ROBERT ATHERTON, 
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JUTE MILL OF J. C. TODD. 
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JOSEPH C. TODD. 
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PIONEEfl SILK COMPANY. 
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DEXTER, LAMBERT &. CO. 
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HENrlY DOHERTY. 
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JOSEPH WADSWORTH. 
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JOHN H. HOPPER. 
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SILK MILL OF HOPPER ri SCOTT, 




SILK MILL OF RAMSAY <fc QOflE. 
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JOHN RAMSAY. 
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THOMAS E. GORE. 
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THOMAS BARBOUa 
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JACOB WALDER. 
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FREDERICK HARDING. 



i74 




WORKS OF I. A. HALL. 
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JOHN R. DAGGERS. 
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D. BLAUVELT. 
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CARRIAGE WORKS OF I. D, BLAUVELT. 




MARBLE AND GRANITE WORKS OF WILLIAM L BAMBER. 
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Paterson's Industries. 
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iO give a detailed account of the various in- 
dustries in Paterson would he equal to wri- 
ting an encyclope'lia ; it would retjuire a 
kno\vled<rc of nearly every hranch of Indus- 
try and the diligent research of the historiati. 
This it is needless to sav is not tiie ohject of 
this work. Mr. Fenner on })rece(iing puges 
has pointed out that Patersf)n possesses advan- 
tages which have attracted hither many and 
important industries, all of which met with success. The 
purposes of this work will he amply answered l>y a de- 
scription of some of the leading manufacturing est ihlish- 
ments ; to describe them all would be mere repetition tire- 
some to the reader. Paterson has many and diversified in- 
dustiies all of which contribute their share of proof that for 
manufacturing no place possesses advantages superior to 
Paterson. ''The proof of the pudding is the eating tliere- 
of," is an old proverb and one which has stood the test of 
aores, thereby dirtering from many other proverbs. On 
the preceding pages of this volume liie advatUages of Pat- 
erson have been theoretically set forth with such ])roof as 
was incident thereto; the next succeeding pages will show- 
more in detail what Paterson has accomplishrd, how its 
manufacturers have prospered and how others may do 
likewise. No attempt will be made to co\er the eiiliie 
field of industry but enough will be sh,.\vn to su[:)j:>ort the 
claims of Paterson as an exceptionally well faxored place 
for manufacturing. 

The Rogers Loco.moti\i: and M.\cni\K W'oi^ks. — 
The history of tl"'e Rogers locomotive worlds is so closely 
identified with the history of locomotive building in this 
country that the two caiuiot be con>icUred aj)ait hom each 
other. No man ever did more for an iiulustty in any coun- 
try than did Mr. Thomas Rogers for the locomotive industry 
in the United States, llis genius and energy laid the cor- 
nerstone for what is now one of the most important indus- 
tries in the country. 

It was not until 1833 that railroads began to attract con- 
siderable attention. The first railroad built here was a line 
about three miles long from the Qiiincy granite (piarries to 
the Neponset river, the object being the transportation of 
granite for the Bimker Hill monument. This road was 
built in 1826 and was operated by horse power and station- 
ary engines. The Delaware & Hudson Can d company 

built the Carbondale railroad in 1827 ; this line was also 
20 



operated 1)V horses and stationary engines and extended 
from Carbondale, Pa., to Honesdale. It was the first rail- 
road on which a locomotive was used. This locomotive 
was the '*St(nn bridge Lion," (Fig. i, page 126), built in 
Stourbridire, Enjiland, under the direction of Horatio Al- 
leu, an engineer on the Carbondale road. It was tried in 
Auijust, 1820. but found too heavy for the road. The se- 
cond locomotive used in this country was built in England* 
(Fig 2. page 126), l)y Stephenson. It was called the 
•' Rocket" and was built for the Carbondale road. Peter 
Cooper tlien built a locomotive, (Fig. 3, page 126), which 
was used on the Haiti more it Ohio railroad. This w^as in 
1830. In the same year E. L. Miller built a locomotive^ 
(Fig 4, p:ige 126), called the '^Best Friend,'* for the 
South Carolina railroad company. In 1831 the '*South 
Carolina,'' (fig- 5. P'Vg^' i-^)^ vvas built by the West 
Point Foundry Association. The first locomotive built by 
the Rogers works wasthe''v*^andusky," (Fig 6, page 126) for 
the New jersey Railroad and Transportation Company. 
The evolution of the locomotive from the first one used in 
this countrv to the finished product of the Rogers W7)rks of 
to-dav, is shown on pages 126 and 127. 

Mr. Tliomas Rogers was born on March 16, 1792, in 
(iroton. Conn. He died in New York on April 19, 1856. 
He Wis a lineal descendant of Thomas Rogers, one of the 
PilLTrim l^ithers, w iio came lo this countrv in the historic 
MavHower ICarlv in his life he learned the trade of house 
carjKMiter but at the breaking out of the war of 1812 he 
enlisted. After serv ng through the w^ar he worked at his 
trade as carpenter in Paterson. V\ bile thus employed he 
was engaged In Captain vV'ard, who had recently returned 
from a trip to ICngland, to make the patterns for a number 
of power looms to be used in the manufacture of cotton 
duck, lie appreciated the value of the power looms and 
bought from Captain Ward the patent for manufacturing 
them. In 1819 he went into partnership vvith John Clark, 
Ir., whose father had recentlv erected the Beaver mill, and 
engaged in the manid'acture of power looms. In the fol- 
lowing year the firm moved into the little Beaver mill and 
Abraham (jodwin, Jr , was admitted as a partner, the 
name of the firm being changed to Godwin, Rogers & Co. 
The firm spim cotton and bm'lt all kinds of machinery. In 
1822 they leased Collett's mill, employing at that time 
about two hundred hands. In fune, 1831, Mr. Rogers 
withdrew from the firm, taking with him $38,000 as his 
share of the profits. He purchased a mill site on the up- 
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per raceway and erected the Jefferson Works in what was 
at that time a part of the forest surrounding Paterson. Mr. 
Rogers intended to devote the lower part of the mill to 
building machinery and the upper to spinning cotton, but 
he soon found orders pouring in for machinery to such an 
extent that he abandoned the spinning of cotton and de- 
voted himself exclusively to the construction of machinery. 
In I S3 2 he went into partnership with Morris Ketch um 
and Jasper Grosvenor, of New York, under the firm name 
of Rogers, Ketchum & Grosvenor. The raihoad from 
Jersey City to Paterson was approaching completion and 
the firm built the bridges along tlie line of that 
road. Horatio Allen was then chief engineer of the 
South Carolina railroad and he visited Mr. Rogers on 
an order for a number of axles and carwhecls and hail 
a conversation with him on the sul)ject of building 
locomotives. The ' 'McNeill, " the fir.st locomotive on 
the Paterson & Hudson River railroad, had been brought 
to Paterson. The firm had erected a tvvo-i>tory stone 
structure, about 50 by 75 feet, at the southeast cor- 
ner of Market and Spruce streets, for a milKvri^^ht 
shop. In the fall of 1S36 a two-story brick building, ^o\ 
100 feet, was erected on the east side of Spruce street, 
nearly opposite the present ofhce, for a locomotive shop. 
When the "McNeill" was broujrht to Paterson it lav tor 
some weeks in pieces, just as it had been brought from 
Cngland, and nobody was at hand to put it together. 
This gave Mr. Rogers an excellent opportunity to study 
its construction, which he was not slow to take advantage 
of. One Hodge, a draughtsman of considerai^lc skill, was 
employed to make drawings for an engine of the same 
model as the ''McNeill '* He worked at them for a long 
time but the engine made slow progress and Mr. Rogers 
finally discharged him. Then Mr. William Swinburne, 
who was the patternmaker for the works, proposed to 
make the drawings and the patterns for the engine His 
ofiler was gladly accepted and he went conHdentlv to work, 
preparing the drawings and patterns and superintending 
the construction. It was a daring experiment but after 
much trying and more than a vear of hard work the new 
engine was completed to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
It was called the *'Sandusky/' It hail one pair of drivitig 
wheels, situated forward of the furnace ; they were 4.J feet in 
diameter; the cylinders were 11 inches in tiiameter, by 16 
inches stroke ; the truck had tour 30-inch wheels The lit- 
tle engine was about the size of thcxse now run on the New 
York elevated radroads. It was in some respects an im- 
provement on its model, Mr. Rc^gers having introduced a 
novel feature, ''counterbalancing," since adopted in most 
locomotive engines. For this he tiled a specification in 
the Patent Office, dated July 12, 1S37. ^^^ ^*^^^^ ^'^^'^ ^^^ 
driving wheels with hollow spokes and rim and in other 
particulars anticipated the driving wheel now in general 
use on the railroads of this countrv He also set the four 
wheeled truck under the forward part of the engine. The 
"Sandusky" made a public trial trip on October 6, 1837, 
running from Paterson to Jersey City and thence to New 



Brunswick and back, the trip being entirely satisfactory to 
all concerned. It was designed for the New Jersey (now 
Pennsylvania) railroad, but was sold to the Mad River & 
Lake Erie railroad company and shipped on October 14; 
the price was $6,750. '1 here was no railroad west of 
Paterson, so the engine was taken to pieces, boxed up and 
sent by schooner and canal-boat to Ohio, in charge of 
Thomas Hogg, an employe of the Rogers works, who had 
been occupied on the engine from the first. He put it to- 
gether at the place of its destination and as soon as the 
track was laid — which was required by the legislature to 
be four feet ten inches gauge to conform to the gauge of 
the locomotive — he ran the new iron horse for a short time 
to show the railroad men how to do it. The result was 
that he was retained in the employ of the railroad com- 
panv, of which he was master mechanic for thirty years. 
The second engine produced at the Kogers works was the 
••^Arresech," for the New Jersey railroad. It was shipped 
February 19, 1S38, and was similar to the first. The 
**Clinton" was com|)leted in April, 1S3S, for the Lockport 
^ Niagara Falls railroad ; its cylinders were 10 by 18 and 
its gauge was 4 feet 8A inches. The '^Experiment" was 
turned out in Tune for the South Carolina railroad. In 
October three were finished and in November only two. 
Thus it will be seen that whereas it took eighteen months 
to make the Inst engine, seven were completed in the next 
vear An eight-wheel engine was turned out in 184.^, a 
ten-wh«!el engine in 1S4S and the first "'Mogur* was made 
at these works in 1S63, since which date it has become 
popular with all the great railroads. It would take many 
pages to einmierate all the improvements in the construc- 
tion of locomotives which have been originated at these 
works. Mr. Roger> was himself a man of great quick- 
ness of perception und was always ready to act on the sug- 
gestions of others as well, and from the first had the best 
available talent, including tlie men who subsequently start- 
ed the locomotive business elsewhere in the city. For 
thirtv vears the establishment had the advantage of the tal- 
ents of William vS. Hudson, who was acknowledged to be 
one of the foremost men in the United States, if not in the 
world, as a locomotive mechanic. Tlie fame of the 
engines spread wide at an early day. In 1S41 a locomo- 
tive was sent to Cuba and that led the wav to a constant 
succession of orders thence since tliat time, so that to-day 
most of the hjcomotives running in Cuba are from the 
Rogers works Orders soon poured in from all parts of 
the country and building after building was erected until 
there was a mass of structures of all shapes and sizes. 
They were mostly small, ancient and unattractive in 
aspect, with low ceilings, badly arranged and badly loca- 
ted with respect U) convenience in getting work. It was 
eviilent at a glance that they had been put up and enl.irged 
from time to time to meet the urgent demands of the 
moment and without any idea of the future magnitude the 
business was destined to attain. This had gone on until 
it became impossible to continue in that way. Then Mr. 
Jacob S. Rogers, who had succeeded his father in the 



I demand for the kind of work hitherto produced h new i2- 

I inch train of rolls was pnt in for the rolling of i hciims and 

^hiinncl iron The sue cess of whut Hppeiued ut the time 

n experiment attested the good juilgment of the compnny. 

?Jie first order recciveil was for the iron work for the new 

mitding of the Xew York Evening Post, on tlic corner of 

toitdway and Fulton street, New York ; this was foUow- 

j by n large order for iron work for the new Capito! nt 

Ubaiiy and then came <in order for all the iion beams 

he construction of the Centennial bnildings in 

'Jliladelphia. Prom this time on orders poured in from 

pi snitrces. One of the most striking buildings erected 

rw the Seventh Regiment Armory of New York. This 

I Ihc main of a aeries of Immense arches of iron, 

L187 feet span over ail. the building being ^90 feet long and 

gr* feel high; there arc 1,150,000 pounds of iron in this 

niiniinns structure. 

The building of wronght-iron bridges next attracted tiic 

tentioil of the company, one of the Rriit orders being the 

iridgc which spans the I'nssatc river at Riverside, I'atcr- 

iDi Orte of the cheapest and best bridges ever erected for 

t Eric railroad. One of the most important enterprises 

Inndertaken in structural iron was the construction of the 

Wt>w York elevated railroads. "Xbe company first built ,■» 

ection of the road from Morris street across the Battery 

9 Front street, being the first of the modern system now 

Fi that line. Then the company built the section 

f the road from Morris street to Chatham Square. Then 

fkjiey touk down the old track on the west side and lebuilt 

ft« road on their own plans from the Battery to Morris 

(ct, from Morris street through Greenwich to Central 

all through Ninth avcnnc. On the east side 

Y built the road from the Battery to Canal street and 

Sixty-fifth to One-hundredth street. They used 

ipwiirds of twelve thousand tons of iron in this work, 

Oa October 5, 1S78, fire destroyed the puddling and mt'r- 

^ant bar mills. These two buildings were three times as 

tensive as the whole establishment vvhen the cumpanv 

possession. The company at once replaced the 

w(l structures with a fine brick building, two hundred 

f three hundred feet, with a lofty roof supported on iron 

& rolled in the mill. This was intended for puddling 

.r rolling merchant iron and small angles and T's. 

e works arc kept running day and night. 

Id itaSiji the company acquired what was known as the 

l^reeland farm, a tract ot twenty-tivc acres adjoining their 

(Rblishmcnt on the south, it being apparent that the lim- 

ei) room would not be sutficient for the demand on the 

•^product. In that year .Mr. John Cooke and Mr. James 

Cooke died and Messrs John S. Cooke, Frederick W. 

Cooke and John K. Cooke were made directors. The 

ark of the bridge building department had increased 

Enormously and soon railroad bridges were huilt and ship- 

rry atate in the Union, us well Hs to Central and 

^OUth America and the West Indies. For many yetirs 

fihese bridges were designed by ,\lr. Frank A. Leers, the 

jiW*''' engineer of the company, whose death in 1S90 was u 



grc;it loss to the industry. Among the many notable 
works designed and executed since iSSa are the follow- 
ing: — ^The draw bridge over the Mississippi river at St. 
Paul, Minn., 4,^2 feet span, up to that time the largest 
ever built; the Hobokcn elevated cable railroad, over 
ninety feet high ; the manj- bridges between Binghunitun 
and Bufialo on the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
railroad ; the High Bridge over the Passaic river at West 
Paterson on the same road, and most notable of all the 
magnificent Washington Bridge over the Harlem river at 
One-bund red-and-cighty-firat street. New York. This 
latter structure consists of two steel arches of five hundred 
and ten feet span each, requiring over 16,000,000 pounds 
of iron and steel in its construction. The work was builf 
at the shops in Paterson and erected bv the company in 
the space of fifteen months and is a triumph not only of 
engineering skill hut a "thing of beauty" and a Listing 
monument to the credit of the works and the city of Pater- 
son. An illustration of this bridge appears on page 129 
of this work. 

The substitution of .steel for iron caused large additions 
to be made to the plant in 1SS8 and 1SS9. Open hearth 
steel furnaces were built, a universal plate mill, a bloom- 
ing mill and a new beam mill. For the purpose of ac- 
commodating these, large additions were made to the 
buildings. The nest step of importance was the constnic- 
tion of a spur of the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western rail- 
road directly into the yards of the company. This ena- 
bled the company to receive at reduced cost the large ton- 
nage of raw material such as coal, ore and pig iron, which 
before had to be hauled by teams nearly a mile. 

The manufacture of steel was commenced in December. 
1SS9, and has been in successful operation since. At 
present the pav-roUs of the company embrace o\'er a 
thousand employees at the works proper, in addition to 
sever.il hundred employed about the country erecting Ate 
\aniius bridges under contract. Ami so it keeps on, 
growing larger year by year, sn that if the future can be 
Judged bv the past before another ten years have gone bjr 
the additional twenty-five acres will be all under cover 
and the enormous works of the old world will find their 
counterpart in this newer and younger but more progress- 
ive countr>'. The present management of the company is: 
— Watts Cooke, pi-esident ; W. O. Fayerweather, vitm 
president and treasurer; A, C. Fairchild, secretary; John 
K. Cooke, superintendent, with an able corps of assistants 
in the various departments. 

The Patkbsq.v Iros Wouks.— The Paterson Iron 
Works were est-ihlishcd in 1S52 by Sherman (aijuai of 
Na.'.hua, N H.. and Thomas W. Gillies, also of vJaslma. 
whtre both these gentlemen were engaged in the manu- 
facture of iron. They were attracted to Paterson by the 
expansion of ihc locomotive industry and the fact ihat some 
portions of locomotive engines were being made by con- 
tract by other iron manufacturers. They ci-ccicd a black- 
smith shop about fifty bv seventy-five feet along the Erie 
railroad track, south of Clay street, and their first work was 
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a Hie which Inkee no secmiil pliice when pitteil against any 
file with whicli it may be brought into just comijetition. 
The raw material used is the best English «nd American 
Strcl and in the selcctioD of it the utmost care is exercised 
and (inly such used ns can wilhstimd the severest tests. 
The output is one of givat magnitude ajid importance and 
comprises all the various grades of cuts known as rough, 
bastai'd, second cut, smooth and dead smooth — as also the 
leading shapes flat, half-round, hand, pillar, equalling, cut- 
ter, square, round, three square, mill saw, taper saw, slim 
tspei' saw, double-cut taper saw, crossing, cabinet rasps, 
cabinet files, wood rasps, warding files and joint files. 
From two and a half to thi-ee tons of steel are cut up and 
made into files each working day of the year, the present 
output being about twelve hundred do^en a day. While 
competition in this business is so close that hnrdly six 
months pass without some file manufacturer going out of 
business this company owing to the superior quality of 
their files not only have all the business they can attend to 
but for tile past year have been obliged to decline all new 
trade. But with constantly increasing facilities they hope 
in the course of a year to still further increase their very 
laf^e production. Some little idea can be formed of the 
chitracler of the work of tiiis concern by considering the 
numerous shapes and cuts of files made, varjing in length 
from two to thirty inches, in weight from the fraction of 
an ounce to five pounds or more for a. single file, and in 
cut fi'om teeth so fine that a magnifying glass is necessary 
to see them to teeth so coarse as to form only t\velve to an 
inch. Ail these files and rasps are guaranteed as to quai- 
ls- and arc recognized as unexcelled either for workman- 
ehip, finish or durability by any other house extant. A 
ready market is found for these goods in all sections of the 
United States and a heavy export trade is enjoyed with 
many foreign nations. All orders by mail or telegraph 
are promptly attended to at the Xew ^"ork office and are 
filled direct from the factory. Customers in all parts of 
the country may fully rely on the ability of this company 
to make such seltctions as will satisfactorily meet all re- 
quirements of the trade and the public. 

Bekjamin Eastwood, one of the most progressive and 
energetic of the men in Paterson engaged in industrial 
pUfituits, was bom in Lancashire, England, on October 
ing a common school education he 
e shop where he learned his irade 
the evening attending school. Af- 
lil'e of this kind he came to this 



31, 1839. After rec 
W8B pLiced in a mac 
during the day tiine, 
t«r about nine years of 



eountiy in 1S63 and after being employed as a machinist 
for William Tunstell and others in Paterson for some lime 
he went west where he worked as machinist in Milwau- 
kee. After returning to Paterson he was induced to go 
to MecktcnI.urgh County. North Carolina, where he was 
engaged to erect the engines iind nmchinery of a gold min- 
ing company. After having started the macbineiy he was 
appointed superintendent of the mines and remained with 
tiie company about two years and a half. The ores being 
very ^oor tile mining enterprise proved a littlure and be 



was glad to return to I'aterson once more. After work- 
ing for some time as a machinist he started a small ma- 
chine shop in tlie Union Works near the Rogers Locomo- 
tive Works. After a few months he received a very flat- 
tering ofl'er to go to Venezuela as mining and mechanical' 
engineer, the mining company agreeing to purchase iHtXrljr 
all the tools of his shop. The ofTer was accepted after some, 
consideration, as he found it slow work building up a bua> 
iness witliout capitid and in a place where he was little 
kno^'n. This enterprise proved a success but at\er being . 
away about one year and having contracted the fever s 
prevalent in that country he decided to return to Paterson 
again. He then obtained employment in one of the loco- 
motive shops, but seeing no chance for advancement* be 
accepted a good offer in a New York ex|jerimentingshop; 
he remained there about eighteen months. At this dme ' 
machinists all over the country were bending their ener- 
gies to discovering sonic proper motive power for propal- 
ling amal boats which would be an improvement on the 
mule, an animal which was not giving veiy good satisfaco 
tion at die time. Although the experimental shop did 
not attain distinction in this direction Mr. E.-istwood ac- 
quired a great deal of practical knowledge of various ItittdA'-J 
of machinery which has assisted him materiiUly in builtUng^ ' 
up his business. He then returned to Paterson and thi» I 
time to stay; he commenced to work for the Whitney 
Sewing Machine Company and remained wiUi them about I 

After having accumulated a small sum of iiionev and 
acquired some property, he commenced business in Sep- 
feniber, iSj^, in Van Houten street in Mr. R<tbert 1 
Culloch's building. The building soon proved too sm^l 1 
and he removed to the Beaver Mill, and after about eigh",]^ 
teen [nontha spent there he built and took possession 0&3 
his new shfip in Ramapo avenue. Mr, Eastwood's s^eilt--r 
did business qualifications, his energy and the care he toolt-'l 
that every machine which left his shop should be as-,M 
feet as care, good material and gootl workmen could n 
it. soon esLiblished a reputation for him which he fosteisAl 
by continuing in the way he had begun. He .soon fimndl 
himself compelled to look for further room and he ew 
a machine shop and foundry. Increasing orders compell- 
ed him to extend his operations and for some time h^i; 
tention was divided between filling orders and ercutu 
buildings until he was in possession of one of the fiiMftS 
machine shops in the countrj'. His main establishment'^) 
situated on Straight street and mns through to Ram 
avenue, the shop which he first occupied in that tlioroa|^'] 
fare being only an inconsider.tblc portion of his whole H 
tablishment. The main building is too feet front by V^ 
depth of 57 feet; it is four stories and a basement i 
height and is throughout equipped in accordance with the - 
most approved plans for labor-saving, liglit, &c. In one 
eiul of ^e building is a large elevator with a driveway ad- ' 
joining so that machinery may be put together and loaded 
direct on trucks for shipping. The main building has a 
wing in the rem: 50:^40 feet. The fouudry i& in tho filiape - 



PATERSON, ILLUSTRATED. 



191 



of an L, its dimensions being 100x40 and 60x40. In ad- 
dition to these buildings there are cleaning shops, store 
rooms and a number of smaller structures. 

In 1SS8 Mr. Eastwood having acquired more property 
on Ramapo avenue proceeded to erect a model silk mill 
in accordance with the English idea of providing mills 
such as manufacturers woidd want, all fitted up with ma- 
chinery, engines and boiler and motive power, thus en- 
abling capitalists to take possession of a fully completed 
mill without the annoyance and delay of building and pre- 
paring themselves. The building has four stories and a 
basement; it has a frontage of 40 lect and a depth of 125 
feet. Mr. Eastwood experienced no ditbculty in fuHliiig a 
tenant and the mill has alwavs been runnin<j to its t'ull ca- 
pacitv. Mr. Eastwood's macliinc shop and tlic silk mill 
obtain their power from a Hughes A: Phillips' 250 horse 
power compound engine, each establishment being inde- 
pendent of the other, the engine and boiler house being 
stationed between the two; thcie are two upright boilers 
of the Manning pattern, each haxing 1^0 lior^e power. 

^Ir. Eastwood manufactures silk nuicliinerv of nil kinds, 
winders, doublers, drawside Iranies. French, l^nglish and 
American quilling and spooling frames. ril>l)on blocking 
machines, power and hand warpers, l>eaniers and clean- 
ers; gros grain and dress goods j^ower and hand looms. 
He also makes the famous Swiss loom and his high speed 
crank loom. He also does a general business In shallinn, 
pullevs and hangers and manufactures all kinds of tools 
and liirht machinerv to order. Aiuoni»- his speciallies ina\ 
be mentioned Eastwood's inij:)ro\e{l ribbon blocker, for 
hand or power, in which the blocks are held in place b\ 
three jaws working in slanting groo\es and opened b\ 
pressing two knobs bv thumb and tingei", thus doing awa\- 
\vith the old stvle thumb screw and therein saxliv' nuich 
time and trouble; and h^astwood's new ini[)r()\etl power 
reelinjj frame with measuriivj- atlaclnnent toi- skeinin*-- silk 
from bobbins, a strong and easiK npeialL-d machine. 
Some time ago Mr. h^astwood indnlged in a new depaiture 
in the silk machinery line and engaged in altering and <:<n\- 
-Structing new patterns, so that he is piepared U) furnish 
ribbon looms of new and improved design, ol' high and 
low pattern ; he also put in special machinei\ foi- the man- 
ufacture of straiirht and circular shuttle battons. His 
shops are the largest and best ecjuipped in the cit\- lor the 
manufacture of silk machinery. 

John Rovle A: Sons. — The mem1)ers of this lirm are 
Messrs. \'ernon Rovle and [ohn Rovle, Jr. Their com- 
niodious buildings which have recentlv been constructed 
are located on the corner of vSiraight street, I^ssex street, 
and Ramapo avenue. Their line of manufacture extends 
among the finer grades of machinery and includes numer- 
ous and important specialties of their own, manv of which 
are patenteil, besides the designing and l)uilding of such 
machines as require intelligence and skill. The merits of 
their specialties have received flattering recognition abroad 
as well as in this country, consequently the trade of this 
firm extends to Canada, Europe and Australia, and makes 



this establishment an important factor among the industries 
of Paterson. Among the specialties manufactured by this 
firm maybe mentioned the High Speed Routing Machine. 
Its purpose is to deepen (technically called routing) with 
facility those surfaces which require to be depressed on 
engraver's blocks, wood cuts, etc., leaving the surface from 
which the impression or prints are to be taken in bold 
relief. By strict attention in designing the details, a per- 
fectly smooth and uniform movement of the cutter is se- 
cured, insomuch that in the hands of a skillful operator 
one-half of a scratched line can be routed awav and the 
other half left on the plate. 

The cutter spindle makes i2,(xx) to 14,000 revolutions 
per minute, a speed not attainable in a poorlv constructed 
machine, nor does this high speed of cutter cause any 
trenudons motion to the machine nor impair its usefulness. 
Although Ro\ le iV Sons weie not the originators of this 
macliine, the\ built the tirst one of its kind, and their ex- 
})erience in building these machines enal)led them in after 
\ears to add man\ iiuj^rov ements, bringing it to such a 
state of ])erf'ection that to-dav it has attained a pre-eminent 
rank among the machines of it sclass. In connection w'ith 
these machines, cutters of \arious forms are required and 
the liim have a sej^arate department of their works that is 
e\clnsi\ely de\oted to the manufacture of all kmds of 
cutters used tor routing pur]>oses. The Rovle Routing 
cutters are made w ith special machinerv and appliances of 
their own design that ha\ e been added from time to time 
to the works of the lirm as requirements demanded. 
Their cutters ha\e become famous for their excellence 
throughout this countrv wherever routing machines are 
used. 

.\nother one of their specialties is a new cabinet saw of 
\ er\ neat design : it is used tor cutting and squaring up 
stereot\j)e plates «>r photo-process engravings; it will cut 
blocked as well as unhlocked plates. The repeater for 
Jac(|uai(l cards is another one of their specialties. This 
machine is designed t'oi- re-producing Jacquard cards rap- 
idl\ . It is automatic in all its motions and is abundantly 
powei'ful and strong to do the heaviest cutting recjuired. 

The al)s()lute ceitainl\ with which all the motions on 
this machine w ill [)erform their several functions places it 
far in aihance ol anv (»ther of its kind. The punches in 
paiticular aie infallible in their action; no springs, cords, 
nor other uncertain ap[)liances being used to control them. 
The Rovles were the iirst to undertake the manufacture, 
in this country, of this class t)f machines. 

vStill another specially is their piano machine for Jac- 
cpiard cards. It is adapted to cut cards from loos to 900s 
Jacquard, and has besides the well known devices of those 
in conunon use, others which render it especially convenient 
and eflicient. 

The Rovle Dobbv is another si)ecialtv of theirs. This 
little machine is readily attachable to right or left looms, 
or looms of anv width withcnit special alteration or change, 
and may be quickly placed in position ready for use. 
Owing to a novel application of duplex toggle levers the 
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kniff and grid when fully extended, jtssiimt; pnicticall)- u 
state iif real, or ihvell. This feiiturt is iindnubtediy jid- 
vuiitageous as n dwell at that lAa^c atiiivds time for the 
shuttle to piiss through the warp with less lift and conse- 
quently less sti-ain upon the warp threads. A recent im- 
provement in the construetion of this machine is that oil 
dripping off the ^vo^killg parts is prevented from getting 
upon the goods that are being woven. 

Another specialty deser\ing of notice is a frame for 
guide pulleys which is a neat compact arrangement for 
adjusting the pulieys, making it adaptable for places in 
which there is no room for a conntcrshiifl, and also for 
guiding a twisted belt, ti-ansmitting motion lo a pnlley 
place<l at right angles, or any other angle, to the driver. 

This firm also manufactures many other kinds of im- 
proved' silk machiner\' such as doublers, spinners, twisters, 
covering m.-ichines. broad goods and ribbon warpers, quill- 
et*, etc. The latter machine is used in winding the shut- 
tle spools that are employed in weaving silk dress goods. 

The Royie doubling-quilling machine is the first suc- 
cessful machine of its kind made in this country. Here- 
tofore it has been customary to assemble the silk threads 
Upon a doubling fmme, preparatorj' to winding the quills 
upon the quilling machine. With the Royle machine, 
however, the assembling, or "doubling," as it is termed, 
is done with the winding of the threads upon the^ quill. 
By combining the two operations a large saving is eflect- 
ed, not only in labor but in floor space, power and in other 
respects. The machine has many other desirable features. 
In winding there is no friction whatever upon the silk, 
consequently "burning" or rubbing oft" of delicate colors is 
entirely avoided. Oil cannot be thrown from the working 
parts upon the silk, the mechanism being so separated 
below the threads as to completely obviate this evil. The 
accessibility of working parts has been studied \'ery thor- 
oughly and the machine is remarkable for convenience in 
this respect. In short, all the textile machines built at 
thcec works are the finest of their kind and meet most 
thoroughly the peculiar needs of the American silk indus- 

Their waste and flushing valve for privy vaults has been 
iavorobly received. The construction of these valves is 
very simple and durable, and a great number are in use. 

Another e^ccellent machine made by this firm is one for 
RMinufacturing all sizes of plain and corrugated seamless 
nibhcr tubing, or tubing made of plastic materiiU, such as 
celluloid, and other kindred compounds; tins machine is 
also adapted for making solid cord and various odd shapes 
in soft and hard rubber, and for insulating wire used for 
electrical purposes. The advantage of this machine is, 
that it can make tubing very economically and of any 
length, whereas pi-evious to the introduction of this 
machine by the Royles i( was customary to make tubing 
by band and in lengths nut greater than twelve feet. .-\1- 
dioi^h this establishment had its origin wmid very humble 
surroundings, it is to-day a notable example of the results 
of industry, enterprise and intelligence. Previous [o iHfn 



Mr. John Royle, the founder uf the firm, was engaged m 
the manufacture of roLiry force pumps. In this year he 
rented a small room on Water street where he commenced 
and carried on a general machinist busiuesB, which ex- 
panded and in iS7£ demanded larger quarters. Shortly 
after this, his son John was taken into partnership, atxl 
the name of the finn was thereafter John Royle & Son. 

In 1879, his sou Vernon was admitted into partner- 
ship, and the firm name was changed to John Royle & 
Sons. The prosperity of the firm again demanded larger 
quarters, which were found on Railroad avenue. Here 
the business began to assume considerable proporttona 
and in iS8$ led to the erection of (he buildings now occu- 
pied and owned by the firm. The lot on which these 
buildings now stand is 200x100 feet, of which 100x50 feet 
is occupied by the main building. This structure baft 
three stories, each 13 feel in the clear, and a basement aP 

All the rooms are well lighted and ventilated, and ex- 
cellent provision has lieen made for heating by exhaust or 
by live steam, it is so arranged that either side of one story 
or the whole of it can be heated independently of the oth- 
ers. The following novel way of ventilating the bane- 
menl has been adopted and works well : The boiler 
house adjoins the main building with a large archway left: 
between the two ; and on account of the 75 horse power 
Hazclton boiler, the boiler house is comparatively high. 
Its roof is provided with large ventilating sashes, and when 
these are open there results an upward current of &ir| 
which thoroughly ventilates the basement. 

The main building is replete with the most modem im- 
proved machinery and facilities for handling nnileriul, en- 
abling the firm to produce machines of excellent wortt- 
manship and meet keen competition. The machinery Is 
driven by a 9x12 straight line engine, furnished by John 
E. Sweet, of Syracuse, New York. 

The whole business is cai'ried on in a very systetiutie ' 
manner; particular attention has been given to the tool 
rmmi in which the tools used for manufacturing pnrpoiiiW< 
■ire classified, and those used for each machine are placed, J 
by themselves in drawers which are properly labeled, fl 
that the tools can be readiU found and given out i 
order when they are wanted. In fact no pains or expenafr**! 
have been spared to make this establishment a model Bhop> f 

Mr, RontiRT Atmkrton was boro in Westchestfe^'j 
County, X. Y, After he had attended school there {^ll^J 
some lime his family removed to New York and Mr. A^|»- J 
erty completed his education in the schools of the metrop^l 
olis. In 1S4S he came to Paterson and was first emplo^'f 
C(I in a cotton mill. Subsequently he entered the emplo^J 
ment of William Beresford, a manufacturer of rollers, { 
the purpose of learning the trade of machinist. At ther J 
death of Mr. Beresfonl Mr. Atherton went to work fur 
Benjamin Buckley and in this establishment finished tiis 
education as a journeyman machinist. For tlie purpose of 
extending his knowledge of ail kinds of machinery he ob- 
tained employment in the Dunforth locomotive works and 
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remained there two years, at the expiration of which time 
he returned to Mr. Buckley's establishment, where he con- 
tinned for two veins. From iSsT to 1861 he wa.s in the 
employ of John E. Van Winkle and then started in bnsi- 
ness for himself in Lane's building in Van Houten street. 
Here he remained al>out a year, when he obtained a room 
in the building occupied by John E. \'an Winkle. vSub- 
sequently he formed a partnership with Samuel Watson 
and the firm of Atherton cV: Watson occupied a building in 
Van Houten street for two and a half years. Mr. Atlier- 
ton started for himself on the dissolution of the firm and 
shortly afterwards removed to the Franklin mill, where 
he remained until the building was dcstroved Iw lire. lie 
then associated himself witli Mr. (ieorgc P. \'an Riper in 
the Van Riper Manufacturing C()m}:)an\ and for twelve 
years was superintendent of tlie factory of that finn. In 
187S Mr. Atherton again established himself as general 
machinist in the Franklin mill and he still conliiuies his 
industry at that place. The schooling he had receix ed in 
so many establishments added to a naturally in\enti\e dis- 
position soon brought alnmdant fruit in the shape of or- 
ders for silk machinery antl other work, lie started out 
with the determination that every machine that lel't his 
shop should be as perfect as skill and good material could 
make it and he has lived uj) to that ])rinciple e\ei' since. 
He has obtained a number of j^atents i>n machines and it 
has frequently been said of him that his machines al\\a\s 
do better than they are expected to do. lie occnj)ies about 
seven thousand square feet of room in the I'ranklin Mill. 
with a superb equipment of the Ihiest tools and machiner\ , 
and employs upwards oftifty skilled aitisans in the con- 
struction of hard and soft silk machinerx. winders, donb- 
Icrs, power warpers, quilling machines and general and 
special machinery for all pur]:)oses connected with textile 
manufacture. Among the products ofthe establishment is 
a quiller which is claimed to be supeiioi" to an\ otliei' loi- 
use in ribbon manufacturing, on account of its perfect stop 
motion, its economy as to waste and the a(lunra]>le edge 
formed on the product, .\mong the specialties now made 
at the works is a spinning iVame which is but eighteen 
inches in width — instead of two and a half leet, the ordin- 
ary width of these frames — and runs 21^) spindles instead 
of 108. Pecidiarly efl'ecti\e machinei\. built at the woiks. 
has been in operation for several years past in accurately 
cutting and winding ribbon and telegraph paj^er, w hich is 
another importaiit specialty of this establishment. Mr. 
Atherton's three .sons assist him in ct)nducting his business, 
Robert H. as superintendent ofthe wood-working dei)art- 
ment, Frank as general outdoor manager and Frederick as 
superintendent of the iron working department. Mr. Ath- 
erton himself maintains a general su])erintendence of the 
whole business. 

It is but natural that a man of Mr. Atherton's character 
for uprightness and energy should be asked to take part in 
the councils that govern the city and countv and as a mat- 
ter of fact he has frequently been offered office. He, how- 
ever, never evinced the slightest inclination to hold office 
21 



and always declined, preferring at all times to attend 
strictly to his business. He needed all his time to look af- 
ter his commercial and industrial interests and as past suc- 
cesses had indicated to him that he was very useful in the 
sphere of machinist and inventor he preferred to continue 
in the course he had mapped out for himself when still a 
young man. Few persons in Paterson can l)oast of a 
larger circle of friends than Mr. Atherton and none can re- 
fer to a career which has been more useful. 

Tup: Watson Machine Company. — One of the most 
important iron manufacturing establishments in the city of 
Paterson is the Watson Machine Company, whose incep- 
tion dates l>ack to the \ear 1S50 when Air. William G. 
Watson anil his brother, Mr. James VV^atson, set up a 
machine shop in one of the buildings belonging to the 
l^ianklin mill piopeitv. They had previous to this ob- 
tained a thorough [)ractical knowledge of machine-making 
in all its branches Init it was with some hesitation that 
thev embarked in business on their own account. Once 
launched, however, they devoted themselvx's to their busi- 
ness with untiling zeal and at the end ofthe first year they 
had turned out thirty thousand dollars' worth of machinery 
and found themselves in possession of a considerable plant. 
I'hev then remosed to the Nightingale mill where they 
occu[)ie(l the whole ofthe first floor; they erected a black- 
smith shop in the rear of the premises and subsequently 
occu[)ied the second floor of the building. Then they 
built a frame foundry along the raceway on Van Houten 
street. In 1 S60 they ])urchased a large tract of land on 
the southwest corner of Grand street and Railroad avenue 
w here the\ erected a large brick machine shop and intro- 
duced steam tor the running of the machinery. Their 
specialty was mill-w right work but they never hesitated to 
undertake an\ kind of work in their line. In 1S6S Mr. S. 
S. Post obtained the contiact from Passaic County for the 
old v^traight stieet bridge, and Mr. David Henry, who was 
a l^ri'eholdei". w ishing to have it built in Paterson intro- 
duced him to the VV'atsons and they built this bridge. Mr. 
Post w as so w ell pleased w ith the Paterson mechanical work 
that he entered into an arrangement whereby the Watsons 
built his bridges, w Inch were patented, and they paid him a 
io\alt\ on them. The firu) did millions of dollars* worth 
of biidge work but their successful career received a check 
in 1S72 when their establishment was destroyed by fire, 
entailing a loss of seventy-tive thousand dollars. The dis- 
aster, however, did not check their energy and the machine 
works were at once re-built but on a considerably larger 
scale. In a short time they were again ready for orders 
and the latter were not waited for, as they came in from all 
quarters. The firm built a numl)er of bridges for the Erie 
railroad company, inchuling the fine structure at Susque- 
hanna and the Portage viaduct. In addition to these they 
built a large nund)er of bridges for Passaic County, for the 
city of New York in Central and Park, the Harlem River 
draw bridge for the Central Railroad. They furnished 
and erected the iron work for the Metropolitan Museum 
of Natural History, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 
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Eqiiitiitilc Tiiiitding, the Lenox I.ihrnry and other prami- 
ncnt buildings in New Yr>rk ciiy. After n number tf iiti- 
(litioDH hutl been buili and tht; cstablii^limujit was one of 
^le lat^est ill the country, the whole wjs nguin wiped out 
by fire in iS^^, cmising ii loas oFn hundred iind lifty thous- 
and dollars. Although seriously hampered by this severe 
»the firm at once started again wnrl put up the build- 
ings at present occupied by flie Wutson Machine Com- 

■ pany. These buildings are all of brick with the following 
I <iKmenEions: — One two stories in height, one hundred and 
* tvnmty by forty-four feet on Railroad avenue and one hun- 
dred and fifty by sixty feet on Grand street ; connected with 

[ this, on the south, on Railroad nvenne. another, three 

> stories high, fifty by seventy-five fei-l ; nest, south of the 
liwt. a foundry, one hundred and firtj* lij' eighty-five feel ; 

I. Dale avenue a blacksmith shop fifty by one hundred 

I 'Affit, snd a pattern house thirty bv sixty, three stories. 

rA'Wr their second fire in 1875 the firm confined tiicm.sclvea 
to the general work of a machine shop, having abandoned 
hridgc and structural iron work. The business at first was 

1 carried on under the name of \V. G. & J. Watson ; in 
■1865 they were incorporated as the Watson Manufactur- 
ing Company ; this was changed in liiSi; to the Walson 
Miichine Company, and the establishment at the present 

' day is run by this company, which is composed of W. <j. 

■ Watson, president; James Watson, vice president; and 
Samuel J. Watson, secretary and trcasurcr- 

Wii.l.i-^M G. Watson was born March 4th, iSicj. in 
Chorley, Lancashire, England. He came to this country 
when about ten years of age with his mother and met his 
fether in Belleville, N. J., his father leaving there t^vo 
years before. He worked there with his father in the 
print works and intended to become a printer, but injured 
his hand in the rolls. After staying in Hclleville two 
years his fatlier moved to Pater.son and worked at Bruu- 
(ired's machine shop at Oldham, now known as Haledon. 
His son worked for three years in Colt's cotton mill and 
then began to sen'e his time as a machinist at Bruiidrcd's 
ahop. He served an apprenticeship of five years and was 
Torcman of a department six months before he was out of 
bie time. During this time he went to the private night 
lichool of Mr. White in Smith street, and later walked up 

> to Preakness from Oldham eiery night to learn draught- 
After he was out of his time he was employed in 

the large machine works on Market and Hotel streets, and 
I a foreman there till the works were burned diwn m 
" 1848. After this fire he became foreman for Hugh Beggs 
at the Union Works, and leaving there he succeeded 1 bom 
US Bcggs, the father of James Beggs, as foreman ol Smith 
Jackson & McGuinness' shop. He moved to New burgh 
a couple of years and worked on very delicate mathin 
eiy for making pins. From Newburgb be moved to New 
Vorlt and took charge of General Harvey's scrtw i i,torv 
for a couple of years, anil when there made arrangements 
to superintend the building of Israel Kingsman's burr 
machinery in Paterson. He remained there for five j'ears 
conducting tliis business, a»iisted by his brother, Jnmes, 



until they went into businci^s fitr themselves as tH described 
in (he sketch of W. fi. & J. Walson. the Watson Manii- 
facluring Company and the W<itM>n Machine Cnmp.ttiy. 
Mr. Watson was a man of great stability of character and 
one who by his ever pleasant ways and fair dealing iiiade 
hosts of Iricnds. In politics he was an unswcr\'ing Demo- 
crat. In 1855 and 1S56 he represented the Fifth Ward of 
Paterson in the Board of Aldermen and in iS6fi he was 
elected Mayor of Paterson, Although often importuned 
to again accept nominations for political offices he stea<l>- 
fastly declined. He died on July 7, tSSg. 

James Watson was born in Chorley, Lancashire. Eng- 
land, and came to this country when six years of iige. Ht 
remained in Belleville for two years and came to PatersOn 
witli his parents, and when nine years old began to worti 
in the duck mill, tending willow for John Colt for a COO? 
pie of years, and then in the woolen mill, and ag.iin inUia 
cotton mill for Joseph Nightengale. He began to \e.%VI^ 
the trade of machinist at Bnindred's shop on the cnraer 
of Market and Hotel streets, under his brother William G., 
who was foivnian. After this shop burned down he fin- 
ished his apprenticeship at the Union Works. After he 
was out of his time he assisted bis brother in .til his under- 
takings and they worked together all their lives. James 
Watson attended to the outside work and traveled all 
over the Union securing orders and seeing to their execu 
tion. He and his nephew, Samuel J. Watson, now con' 
duct the business of the Watson Machine Company. 

Samuei. Smith & Sov. — Mr. Samuel Smith was bom 
in Ireland in 1S15 and came to this country when he wAa 
about twelve vears of age. He was employed for soDttt 
time in Digbv, Nova Scotia, in the family of Rev. Bot^ 
ford \'iets, after wliich be came to Paterson witii his 
family. Here he learned the trade of moulder in the 
Rogers locomotive works and in 184.^ associated bimsetf 
with Judge Whitely and Thomas Beggs and established (I 
machine shop in the Franklin mill. In 1845 he was smq- 
ciated with James Jackson, Patrick Magennis and Wil- 
liam Swinburne, who constituted the firm of Swmbumft, 
Smith & Co.. and who erected a machine shop on prop' 
ertv on the racewav bct\veen John — now Ellison — an4 
Boudinot — now Van Houten — streets. At the opening of 
the Eastern Dii-ision of the Erie railroad in 1848 the finu 
gave up the machine business and started making locomo- 
tives, making the first engine for the Erie railroad in May, 
184S The firm employed about a hundred and fifty mett 
and the fiist year turned out five or six engines. In 1849 
the pHiit was removed to the building which is now tiie 
mam buildmg of the Grant locomotive works. Here tbejf 
empIo\ed about three hundred men and carried on t 
busmew «ith great energy and industry for two yeant-J 
despite seiious embarrassment due to their HlH-rality in 
endorsini, paper for other in.inufacturers. In i8t3 the 
business was incorporatcil under the name of the New 
Jersey Locomotive and Machine Works and about six 
months aftcr^vards Mr, Swinburne withdrew. The busi- 
ness was successfullv curried on until some time after the 
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breaking out of the war of the rebelHon, when O. D. 
Grant, of New York, acquired a controlling interest in the 
works and speedily reorganized the business under the 
name of the Grant Locomotive Works. Mr. Smith retired 
from business for a few years but restless under the burden 
of idleness he again engaged in manufacturing, having or- 
ganized with the late Philip RaHerty the Ratierty cS: Smith 
Boiler Works. This business was carried on until 1872, 
when it was absorbed in the Todd iC RaHerty Manufac- 
turing Company, in which Mr. Smith was a minority 
stockholder. He was appointed an administratc^r of the 
estate of Mr. Raflerty and in the interest of tiie estate was 
elected President of the Todd iV: KaH'erty Com]):my. lie 
might then have profitably disposed ol'his own interests in 
the works but he remained faithful to his trust as adminis- 
trator of the estate of his deccasctl business associate; liis 
interest was extinguished in the linal settlement of the 
artairs of the company. In the mean time, in iShy. Mr. 
Smith had become interested in the l^mpire Maiuit'actur- 
ing Company, having become associateii in that enterprise 
with Jacob S. Rogers, I). H. (irant and Ahrani Collier; 
they built the Empire mill and conduetetl it w itli Aaron 
Polhemus, a practical cotton spimier, until iiSyi. when it 
was closed, having become unj)rolital)le. In iSjS with 
his old time energy he a!:;ain undertook the makin^^ of 
boilers, procuring for that pur])ose the eonnnodious shoj:) 
on Railroad avenue, near (ireene street, ibrmerls operated 
by Rafierty & Smith. In 1SS2 he took his son. Charles 
R. Smith, into partnership with him and the firm of Sam- 
uel Smith & Son was established. Since the death ol'Mr. 
Smith, which took place on March jS, 1SS8. the business 
has been conducted bv his son under the old tirm name. 

The boilers made by this firm have a leputalion for ex- 
cellence in material and workmanshij) second to none, as i.s 
attested by their being placed fbi- power mmX heatiuL^' in a 
number of large structures in this country, inchidini; The 
New York World building-, the WashiuL^ton. Horeel. 
Mutual Life, Aldrich C(nnt, Colnnihia. Manhattan lCle\a- 
ted railroad company's buildings, the Wagner Palace Car 
Companv's building in IhifValo. the lari^e mills of the Har- 
bour Flax Spinning Company and tlie Willian) Stiange 
silk mills in Paterson and in most ol' the factories In the 
cities of Paterson and Passaic. 

Mr. Smith was married in I'S^y to Alicia Morrow, a 
daughter of Arthur Morrow, of Paterson, a member of 
the Morrow family, who for a numl)er of years operated 
the woolen mills at Hawthorne, then and still known as 
Morrow's Mills. At his death he left his widow and six 
children, Margaret E., Jane E., Alicia M., Samuel, Wil- 
liam M. and Charles R., surviving him. ^ 

Mr. Smith always took a great interest in everything 
pertaining to the advancement of the citv of Paterson and 
his counsel and assistance could always be relied upon. 
He was a member of the second board that had charge of 
the municipal government of the city, having been elected 
a committeeman in 1853. In 1S56 he was elected Mayor 



of the city and subsequently in 186S-70 represented the 
Fourth W^ard in the Board of Aldermen. 

J. C. Todd's Machine Works. — Joseph C. Todd, 
who had learned the trade of carpenter at Somerville, N. 
J., came to Paterson in 1836, and being employed in the 
machine shop of Godwin, Clark & Co., learned to make 
patterns there for machinery. vScveral years after, while 
employed in the Oldham works, he built the first success- 
ful hemp spinning machine. This turned his thoughts in 
a new direction and in 1847 he formed a partnership with 
Daniel Mackey, another skillful Paterson mechanic, and 
thev set up for themselves in the building of hemp and 
flax and other machinery of all kinds. They had very 
little capital and hired a part of the first fioor of the old 
frame Nightingale mill on \'an Ilouten street, taking pos- 
session JuK 3, 1 84 J. They hail only two lathes, one of 
which thev had borrowed. They there built the first silk 
niachiner\ made in Paterson. From this humble beginning 
thev uraduallv built up a business that in two vears' time 
demanded amj)ler acconunodations anil then they took the 
basement ol' the shop owned by the Bradleys, where the 
Machinists' Association works now are on Prospect street 
and l>road\\a\ . In 1850 Philip RafVerty, a successful busi- 
ness nian, and a very shrewd financier, was taken into the 
tirm. which then became Todd, Mackev cS: Co. In Novem- 
ber, 18^0. thes bought the present location of the works 
on \'an Ilouten street, next west of the old Nightingale 
mill, where the business had been commenced. It is a 
striking' e\ idence of the success of the concern that their 
works are far more extensive than the whole of the Nightin- 
gale mill, of which they originally occupied but a very small 
part. In their new cpiarters the firm engaged far more ex- 
tensiveh than Ijefore in the manufacture of hemp and flax 
machineiv in all its branches, including rope machinery, 
jute antl hagLcing machinery. The firm also engaged on 
a large scale in the l)uilding of steam engines of every 
class and in a short time had acquired an enviable repu- 
tation in that department of manufacture. Their original 
business continued to piosper until thev became the only 
maiuitactnrers in America of hempand flax machinery. Mr. 
Todd L^ax e this his closest personal attention, making sever- 
al xahiable in\entionsin this class of machinerv, on which 
patents were taken out iVom time to time. In 1855 ^^* 
Macke\ retired and the firm became Todd & Raflerty. 
In the spring of 1872 the concern was turned into a stock 
corporation, the Todd i\: Ratlerty Machine Company, 
Mr. Todd being president and Mr. Raflerty treasurer. 
The l>oiler shop of Raflerty, Sndth «Jv: Co., on Railroad 
avenue, was merged into the company also. Mr. Ratlerty 
attended to the New York business generally, where the 
firm had a larire store for the sale of machinerv and an 
agency for their works. Mr. Raflerty dying in July, 
1872, the ad'airs of the company were thrown into chan- 
cerv and for a month or two the shops were closed, when 
Mr. Todd resumed the control of the works, which he 
has since retained. When the panic of 1873 came on and 
nearly every machine shop in Paterson was closed, he 
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went about and by in<iffiitig;iblc indiistrv (jot onlurs for all 
Kurts of engines and niachint-i'v wIici'l-Ijv ht was cnabkd 
to give cm ploy me lit to a goodly niimbtT of men. Any- 

' tbing nnd everything that came along mid promi&cd work 
was confidently taken in band. For instance, there was a 

' Iai]ge order for the Baxter marine engine, at a time when 
L'ftst engine was expected to revolutionize the system of 
vigation on the Erie canal. Since then large numbers 

'of these engines have been turned out for use on steam 

\ launches, yachts, tugs and freighting i-cbhcIs of every sine. 

■ They nre from two to forty horse-power and sell at from 
r^30 to $;,35o. Mr. Todd has also become tlie owner of 
' the patent Baxter portable engine, of which he has mann- 

' factured many hundreds. These little engines are from 
J one to four horse-power and sell for $150 to $350. They 
much used in printing offices, in running sewing 
^''■mchines and wherever a small power only is needed. 
'One of them will run a press for ten hours and with the 

CODBumptioji of half a bushel of coal. It is no wonder 
' Ihey are popular. One of tbeni occupies only ab')ut as 
f much room as a largo base-burning sto^e. Mr. Todd still 
t t>tlil<I'S Bleam engines of all kinds and sizes, not confining 
L ilimsetf by any means to these small portable engines. 
1 He also makes tlax, hemp, jute, rope, oakum and silk 
I etaeblncry. which finds its way to all parts of the world, 
\ He built the first silk machinery used by James Walthall, 
- hy John C. Benson, by Hamil & Booth, and others. 

'While some of the imported foremen in tiax and hemp 
\ milla in America declare that there is no machinerj- equal 

■ In that made in the "old country" and consequently dis- 
courage the use of American machinery, on the other 
hand there arc at least a dozen of the leading flax, jute 
And honip mills in England and Scotland which are 
equipped with m.ichinery built at the Todd works in Pat- 
erson. This is a significant commentarv on the unreason- 
ing prejudice too often evinced by the imported foremen 
And superintendents who are disposed to see nothing good 
that does not come from abroad. In Russia the native 
hemp is separated and spim by machinerv invented an<t 

f liuilt by Mr. Todd, and his machines have found their 
way even to China and Australia, while for forty years 
\ the products of this concern have been familiar in Mexico, 
I Soutii America and Cana<U, as well as throughout the 
I United States, wherever flax and hemp machinery is used. 
\ fi6^e machinery of all kinds is made, including machinery 
for mnking ropes out of sisal, a species of hemp from 
Mexico. Mr. Todd has filled orders to the amount of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for machinery to make 
twine to be used on patent harvesters in tying up the 
\ :{;rAin with twine instead of wire. A spinning jenny with 
I't fine flyer twists the twine and runs it off on the bobbins, 
TlTom which it is wound off" into balls eight inches in diam- 
eter, and these arc attached to tlie hanesters by machinery 
which draws out the twine and binds the grain and tics n 
knot as neatly as the most experienced hand could do. 
The works comprise a brick building, three stories high, 
I ioXij5 feet, with extension 40x75 feet, the first story being 



used for engine-building and turning, and the second ami 
third for fitting, carpenter work, &c. ; a frame machino 
shop. i3ox.^0K5Q feet, part of it one story and part of it 
two and a half stories high; a brick foundry, 35x120 fectj 
besides a pattern shop, a millwright shop, carpenter shop, 
&c. Mr. Todd's store in New York is at No. 36 Dey 
street. 

JosEi'fi C. Tuuii was born in Bridgewater Townshi{l, 
Somerset County, \. J., March 1, 1817. His father, 
John I. Todd, engaged in agricultural pursuits during his 
life in that locality, was a man of character and standing, 
and one of the lay judges of the county for several years. 
His mother, whose maiden name was Ann Castner, wa« 
bom near Somer\-ille. N. J. Seven children were hom 
of the marriage, viz. : — Stephen : Catherine, who married 
Lewis Harrison, of Somerxille ; Joseph C, James, John 
A., Augustus, and Rachel Ann, wife of John Van Noi^ 
trand, of Romulus. X. Y, Stephen resides at Dunellen, 
N. J., where he is a large property owner; James has 
been successfully engaged in the drj- goods business JIl 
New York city for many years; John A. is n minister of 
the Dutch Reformed denomination and pastor of the 
church at Tarrytown. N. Y.; Augustus is also a ministsr 
of that denomination and pastor of the church at Schoha- 
rie. N. Y. 

The early years of Joseph C. Todd's life were passed 
in bis native county where he received a good common 
school education. At the age of sixteen he left home in 
order to learn the trade of caipenter with his uncle, James 
Castner of Sonierville, where he remained three years. 
He then went to New York city, where he worked at hik 
trade as journeyman for a few months, and when nineteen 
years of age came to Paterson, where he worked ill the 
employ of David Reed for a short time, laboring, among 
other things, on the Cross street M. E. Church. Boon af- 
ter he secured employment in the machine shop of God* 
win, Clark & Co., where he remained about a year and 
meantime teamed how to make patterns for machinery. 
He next entered the machine shop of Rogers, Ketchum & 
Gros^enor and was there employed when the first locomO' 
tive engine, the "Sandusky," was built in 1836-37. H« 
at first made the wooden frames to put around locomotives 
but when William Swinburne was promoted to the super* 
intcndeiicy. succeeded him as pattern maker and workecl 
in that department in connection with Walts Cooke an4 
John Cooke. He remained in that position for four or 
five years at a dollar a day compensation and then estab*. 
lished a sash and blind manufactory, which he soon gave 
up. He next occupied the position of head patternmaker 
in the Oldham machine shops for a few years and while 
there devised the first successful hemp spinning machine 
that was ever built, making several improvements in the 
original plan of construction. He has since made .1 spec- 
ialty of manufacturing hemp and flax machinery and biu ta- 
ken out several difierent patents on them in this cotmtry and 
in Europe, the l.iteston M.iy 15, itiSo. In 1844, in company 
with Dajilel Mackey, he engaged in the manufacture of 
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liemp and flax machinery in the James Ni<^htinj^ale mill, 
on the lower raceway, and met with so much success that 
two years later they were compelled to seek more commo- 
dious rooms in the Bradley mill, which stood on the pres- 
ent site of the Machinists' Association building. Three 
years later, needing both more capital and more room to 
meet the demands of their rapidly increasing business, 
Philip Raflerty was admitted to the concern, and in 1S50 
the firm ot Todd, Mackey cS: Co. was organized. The 
new linn at once pmchased of the estate of Daniel S. 
Holsman the property on the lower raceway that has since 
been occupied bv the extensive machine sliops of the con- 
cern, and commenced tlie manufacture of niachinerx on a 
large scale. In 185s Mr. Macke\ \\ itluhcw and the enter- 
prise was carried on under the name of Todd A: KalVertv, 
until April, 1872, when it l)ecaine the Todd A: Ralferty 
Machine Company, with Mr. Todd as president and Mr. 
Rarterty as treasurer. Tlie hitter died on July :^o. 1S72, 
and the business has since been conchicted b\ Mi'. Todd 
alone. Upon securing the present location in i.S:^(). the 
concern began the manufacture of steam engines nnd i^rad- 
uallv ran into the making: of llax, lienip. silk, jntc and baLT- 
firing" machinery of ditlerent kinds. The i)roducts of the 
works have been sold all over the woild, and the machin- 
ery for not less than a dozen factories in f^ni^land and 
Scotland has been designed, built and put up b\ the con- 
cern. Mr. Todd has been the mechanic of the enterjjrise 
throuehout the entire term of its existence, and his skill 
and ability in that direction ha\e contriluite<l \erv largeh 
to its success, lie has visited luuope three limes on bus- 
iness for the firm in 1S59, 1S60, iSfi2 and iS()j^. Besides 
being engaged in the making of niachinei\ he has also 
been actively connected with other niaiuificturing enter- 
prises in which he has achievetl great success. Vuv eight- 
-een years he has been engaged in the manufacture of jute 
bagging for covering cotton, on the corner ol" Ta\ lor and 
Jackson streets. New mills weie elected in 1N73 and the 
capacity of the work.s is six thousand xards oj' bagging a 
day, about ninety men being emplo\ed. Mr. Todd is also 
chief owner of a silver mine in Colorad<» and the sole 
owner of the Davenport Consolidated Mining and Smelt- 
ing Company of Mineral Cit\ in that state. 

He has never been a public man or engaged in political 
matters, although he was city treasurer of Paterson for 
three or four years, at the same time tilling the ])osition of 
Alderman from the Sixth Ward. lie has been a lai^^e 
stockholder in the Mechanics and Traders' (now First Na- 
tional) Bank of Jersey City from tlie time of its organiza- 
tion. He was married in 1836 to Miss Emeline Hogar- 
diis, of Paterson, and has two daughters, Harriet and An- 
na Todd. 

The Rivkusioe Bkiixjk and Ikon Wokks. — The 
Riverside Bridge and Iron Works were estal)lished about 
10 years ago, by Mr. Charles O. Brown, and he has been 
at the head of that establishment ever since. He was born 
and educatcul in Germany, and commenced his career as 
Civil Engineer in 1872, on the Fourth avenue improve- 



ment in New York city. In 1S73, he was admitted to mem- 
bership in the American Society of Civil Engineers, and 
has been identified with the designing and manufacturing 
of structural iron since that time. 

The immediate cause of the establishing of the w'orks 
was his three years' trip to South America, whence he re- 
turned with numerous orders. The works which were es- 
tablished on a small scale, covering only eight city lots, 
to fill these orders, were extended, and they include at 
present the block bountled by Lyon, Fast 5th, Putnam and 
Wait streets, thus covering 29 city lots, the property of 
the j)rcscut company. They adjoin the Erie Railroad and 
a switch runs into the works. The latter circumstance 
enables them to maiudacture very larg^e ""irders and other 
heav\ pieces of iron work which are placed directly upon 
the cars of the I{!rie Railroad. 

This establishment on account of long experience and 
practical engineering kucnvledge has been constantly im- 
])ro\ing, particularly the construction of fire-proof build- 
ings in New ^^)^k city, and has thus been instrumental in 
chanuin*'- the st\ le ol' construction durin<r the last ten years. 
While be lb re that tiivic a girder thirty feet long was consid- 
lied a hea\ \ ])iece of iron to put into a building, the put- 
ting in of girders one hundred feet long, made, shipped and 
erecterl in one j^iece, is at present not extraordinary at all. 

In iSSS the ]:)roprietor deemed it advisable to transform 
the business into a company, of which he himself is now 
president, with Mr. (i. Planten, treasurer, and Mr. W. G. A. 
Millar secretary. A branch ofhce is established at 18 Broad- 
way, New ^ Ork city. 

A large iunul)er of iron structures have been erected in 
that city and Brooklyn by the company. At this moment 
for instance, tliev I'urnish the iron work for the large store- 
age and warehouse in course of erection on the corner of 
.\y\ street and Lexington avenue, N. Y., and for the so- 
called Wechsler building, in Brooklyn, at Fulton and Duf- 
lield streets, besides numerous other works in the above 
cities. 

l)Ut. as has been saiil before, the company's field of labor 
is not restricted to the I'nited States, and in South America 
the name of the Riverside Bridge and Iron Works is cred- 
itabh connected with the erection of many bridges, tele- 
gra|)h towers, ])iers, etc. 

I'he average number of hands in the shop and outside is 
two hundred, turning out 20,000,000 pounds of manu- 
factured iron per year. 

The company manufactures not only railway and high- 
way bridges, but rdso structural and ornamental iron 
work of all descriptions for buildings, iron awnings, 
balconies, beams, capitals, columns, cornices, domes, doors, 
fire escapes, fronts, girders, lintels, patent lights, roofs, 
railings, rolling and folding sluitters, side-walk, elevators, 
sills, sky-lights, stairs, stoops, window guards, etc. 

Space does not allow to give a complete list of all the im- 
portant buildings and bridges made by this company, but 
among them are the following : 

Bridges — The new iron bridges for the Rochester Di- 



vision and Jeflerson branch of the N. Y.. L. 
R. R. : Ilackensack draw. Erio R. R. ; Passiiic Falls ; 
Clay Street Bridge, Newark, \. J. ; Float bridges, piers ? 
and S, Long Dock, Jersey City : Float bridge, Lehigh Val- 
ley; float bridge for the Standard Oil Company, besides 
'.a number of Highway bridges in New Jersey and elsewhere, 
Buildings, etc. — Liverpool, London and Globe Build- 
ing, Newark, N. J. ; Zinsser buildings in Washington and 
Besch street, and William street, New York ; Arion build- 
Ulg, New York; Erie R. R. Ferry shed, Jersey City; 
Btiiidingof Smith, Gray & Co., Brooklyn; Manhattan 
StofHge and Warehouse, 42d street and Lexington avenue ; 
Grand stand and club house, and saddling paddocks, Mor- 
ris Park, etc., etc. Freight sheds for Pacific Mail Steam- 
Bhip Company, at Aspinwall ; Passenger stations Panama 
R. R. at Colon and Panama, etc., etc. 

The PiosEKR Silk Company. — Mr. Jolm R\lf Imre 
die same relations to the silk industry' o( this country that 
Mr. Thomas Rogers bore to the locomotive industry ; it 
wonld be impossible to give even a meagre account of the 
silk industry without dwelling to a greater or less extent on 
the work of John Ryle, without referring to his indefati- 
gable exertions or admiring the zeal and energy with 
which he laid the foundations of an industry which has 
broi^ht fame ami fortune to Paterson. The indirect litri- 
ttge of Paterson from Mr. Ryle consists of thousands of 
looms und scores of milts; the direct heritage consists of 
I die Pioneer Silk Company and the Passaic Water Company ; 
his connection with the latter is ably told on other pjiges 
by one of his co-laborers; the subject of this sketch is bis 
connection with the silk industry. 

When Mr. Ryle first came to this country be ueni to 
Northampton, Mass., where he worked on a ribbon |i>oni 
in the employ of Samuel Whitmarsb, who had begun the 
miinufiicturc of silk on a very small scale. After spend- 
ing a few months he went to New ^'ork where he esLib- 
lishcd the silk importing business in a small way on the 
corner of Maiden Lane and William street. His brothers 
in England furnished him with his stock in trade, consist- 
ling of silk handkerchiefs. He continued in this business 
'^Utlt few months when he became acquainted with George 
TV. Murray, with whom he was afterwards associated for 
jfeflrs. Mr. Murray contemplated establislung the silk 
l'1itt»ineB» in Paterson and at his solicitation Mr. Ryle visited 
tint city for the purpose of examining the old "Gun Mill" 
of Slimuel Colt with a view to its appropriation for the uses 
of silk nianufticlure. L'p to this time no silk had been manu- 
factured in Paterson, although Christopher Colt had made 
the attempt without satisfactory results. This was the 
foundatiun of the silk industry of Paterson, and, in fact, in 
die United Stntes, for until Mr. Ryle bent his energies in 
tbat direction none hut abortive attempts bad been maile to 
miinufacture silk in this country. Mr. Murray purchased 
thr mill at Mr. Ryle's advice and at once started the man- 
lacture of silk, placing Mr. Ryle in full charge of the mill. 
Mr. Ryle was the lirst in this country to put nilk on a spcHil, 
the successful experiment being due to a cunfifrvncf be- 



tween him and Elias Howe, the inventor of the Hot 
ing machine. This enabled Mr. Howe to overcome one 
of the chief difficulties he had in perfecting his sewing ma- 
chine, a way to feed the silk thread to the needle. Mr. 
Ryle's machine twist was the first produced of its kind that 
could be successfully used on a sewing machine. This 
was the beginning of the spool silk business which ha» - 
since attained such large proportions in this country. Three 
years after the purchase of the mills, Mr. Ryle was takeo 
into partnership and the firm of Murray & Ryle did a flour- 
ishing business in die manufacture of sewing silk and twist 
until the year 1846, when Mr. Ryle purchasedMr. Murray'* 
interest and continued the business alone. Mr. Ryle waa 
ceaselessly experimenting forthe improvement and develop- 
ment of the industry and was untiring in his cft'orts to get 
it properly recognized by Congress. As early as i8,|2 lie 
began waititig on the sessions of that boily to urge thcineai-' 
bcrs to sustain the infant manufacture by adequate protec- 
tion but it n a-, twenty > eai « before his views prevailed in 
Washmgton He now began experimenting with jjower 
looms but his eflorts did not succeed. The World's Fair 
comuig to New York in 18,2, he set about weaving an 
American fl.ig ol --dk, and produced a magnificent banner 
about tMcnty b^ fortv feet, which floated for many mondls 
over the Crj stil I'.ilace in New York, a never-failing (dv 
ject of admiration by patriotic Americans. It wasthe tirst 
time the national ensign had ever been produced from 
AmeriLan silk looms. Of course Mr. Ryle tvceiveda 
medal and unbounded piaise from the managers and from 
the public in general hut it put little money in his pocket. 
In i^sS' ')^ began the erection of a new mill which 
he called .ifter bij. old patron, the Murray mill, it was 
on Mill street, opposite Ward, was seventy-three by 
two hundred feet in area ami two stories high. The mill 
was built for the purpose of m.iking sewing silk by hand. 
Before the mill was finished there was held in it a great 
Republican meeting, the first in Paterson, which ncOf 
addressed !)>■ Henry Wilson, afterwards Vice Frusid«ii( of ' 
the United .States. In 1S56 Mr. Ryle was running bothi 
the Gun mill and the Murray mill; he occupied the tw» 
lower doors of the former besides a small shop by tlia' 
river. He was then employing between five and six buO*' 
dred hands and used twenty-five or thirty bates of raw tSXk 
weekly, a production that was not exceeded by any n 
in Paterson for ten or fifteen years afterwards. Ab« 
1S60 be began weaving once more on the second flooc nf' ] 
the Murray mill and a year or two later removed from tl 
Gun mill and concentrated all his business in the Mun^^ 1 
mill. At this time the breaking out of the war 1hiS'< 
greatly injured the manufacture of silk and the pruductitiK'^ 
was now almost entirely used in the manufacture fit'* 
fringes. The enactment of the protective tjirirt'of iS<j2-^ 
and the high rate of excliange gave the ^Vnicrican silk in- 
dustry an impetus which it had long needed aitd Mr. Ryie 
experienced the benefits in common with others. In 1S6S 
he added a third story to his mil! an<l enUrge.1 ^lis produc- 
tion, making trams and organzlnes, spun silks and cm- 
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broidery silks. No weaving was carried on in the enlarg- 
ed mill. Between four and five hundred hands were em- 
ployed. While thus embarked on the full tide of pros- 
peritv a fire broke out in the mill on tlie afternoon of May 
loth, 1869, anil within an lunu* the entire splendid struc- 
ture lav a smoking mass of ruins and $400,000 worth of 
property had been swept out of existence. There was not 
a dollar of insinance, so that Air. Kyle's loss was total. 
It was enoucrji to have ciushed an ordinarv man, but Mr. 
Rvle was not of that kind and without anv delav he set 
about the erection of a new Murray mill. This was on a 
new plan, which has since i)een followed In a great many 
silk manufacturers. It was of brick, but only one-story 
high, lighted only from the roof by sky-liglits with a north- 
ern exposure, the diHerent rooms separated In' solid brick 
partitions and many of the Hoors laid \yith biuestone (lai^- 
ging. The building coycrs an acre and a lialf of ground 
and is virtually fireproof, besides l)eing far more con\eii- 
ient and much safer than if seyeral stories lii^h. Mr. 
Rvle organized the Rvle Silk Manufacturinir Coin]:)an\ 
but this was subsequently clianged to the Pioneer Silk 
Company. The company manufactures all kinds of silk, 
does all its own throwinii: and d\ein<>- and is (mk- of the 
very few establishments where all the piocesses of silk 
manufacture are carried on under the same roof. .\t'ter 
the death of Mr. Rvle a nmnber of others were admitted 
as stockholders. I'he president and treasurer is William 
Rvle; the vice president, Peter Kyle: the su))erinten(lent 
of the Paterson mill is Thomas M. R\le, and the superin- 
tendent of the Allentown (Pa.) mill, an annex of the Pa^- 
.erson mill, is Reuben Kyle. Messrs. (r. .\. Ilobart, T. 
W. Griggs, E. T. Bell, F. W. Wettlaufer and I'leitinann 
& Co. are stockholders. John Rsle, Jr., \yho iiad l»een 
a stockholder, died on August 30. 18S6. 

John Rvle was born in the \iilage of Polliiij^ton, near 
Macclesfield, Cheshire, England, on Octohei 11. iSij-. 
His father was a machinist by trade. ( )ut of a lamily of 
seventeen children only tive grew to \ears of maturit\, 
namely, Reuben, William, John, vSarah and Peter. Ken- 
ben and v\ illiam became prominent silk mamifacturers of 
^lacclesfield, England. Keuben \yas tiie fitiier oi' 
John C. Ryle, at present extensiyeh engaged in tiie 
>8ilk manufacture in Paterson, and William of the late 
W^illiam Rvle, of this city. Peter also eniraued in 
rthe manufacture of silk in Paterson and died there. In 
1820 John Ryle's parents moved from Bollington to Mac- 
•clesfield, where his father died in 1824 and his mother a 
few years afterwards. Thus early in youth was Mr. Rvle 
launched alone upon the sea of life. I le never enjoyed any 
school advantages and ind^ibed all his education at the 
Sabbath school. Remarkable though it mav seem he was 
placed in a silk mill at the tender age of five years and 
thus was veritably cradled in the midst of an industry thai 
largely through his fostering care and intelligent labor has 
become one of the most important in the United States. 
Mr. Ryle worked in various silk mills in Macclesfield un- 
Ail 1839. At that time, although superintentling in a satis- 



factory and successful manner the large business of his 
brothers, R. cSl W. Rvle, he determined to embark for the 
New World to seek his fortunes amonj^f stranijers in a 
strange land. His brothers were unable to dissuade him- 
from what appeared in a youth of his years and experience 
a suicidal and disastrous course, and on March i, 1S39, ^^^ 
sailed from Lixerpocd. His struggles and reverses in this 
country, happily crowned with success in his later years, 
have already been told. Mr. Kyle died at his home in 
Macclesfield on Xoyeml)er 6, 1S87; ^^^ '^•^^^ been spending 
some time abroad in company with his daughter, in search 
for health and recreation. His remains were returned to 
this countiv and after funeral obsequies in the Second Pres- 
1)\ terian church, which were attended by a lar*:je concourse 
ol' the residents of Paterson and a goodly number of per- 
sons tVom other cities, were interred in Cedar Lawn Cem- 
eter\ , w here a noble shaft marks the last resting place of 
the man who did so much to bring about the present pros- 
perits ol' the cit\ of his adoption. 

!)i:xri.i{, LA.\n5i:ui i\: Co. — The firm of Dexter, Lam- 
bert iv: Co. was oigani/ed nearly forty years ago at Boston, 
Mass , hy Anson Dexter. \yho previously had been asso- 
ciated \yith the late Mr. 15 Tilt, in the firm which had for 
some time been known as Tilt tSi: Dexter. When Mr. 
Tilt retiied Mr. Catholina Lambert and Mr. Charles Bar- 
ton entered tlie firm, which has since been known as Dex- 
ter. Lambert cK: Co. : in 1861 Anson Dexter retired and 
his son, (ieorge K. Dextei', and William Nelson Lambert, 
l>rother ol' Catiudina Lambert, were admitted. W. N. 
Lambert visited vSouth America never to return, dying 
there in 1869 (Jeorge K Dexter retired in 1S75 and died 
three yeais aitei wards; Henry B. Wilson entered the firm 
in 1878; Charles Pjarton, since deceased, retired in iSSo, 
after nearly thirty years association with Mr. Catholina 
Laml)ert. \V. F. Snydam, Charles N. Sterrett and Wal- 
tei- vS. Lambert entered the firm in 1SS5 and these gentle- 
men w ith Mr. Catholina Lambert and Mr. H. B. Wilson 
now constitute the firm. 

The firm first occupied as a factory a two-story frame 
building 100x40 feet, located on Coventry street, so named 
by Mr. I'ilt ; the street has retained the name ever since. 
The machinery first used by them consisted of looms for 
weaying fringes and gimps, gimp machines, spinning 
wheels, braiding machines and a small plant of throwing 
machinery, capable of producing twenty-five pounds of 
sewings per day. They were at that time engaged in 
manufacturing upholstery, military, parasol, millinery, 
hatters', furriers', cloak and dress trimmings and were in 
fact what was called in those days a trimming house 
I'hev, or rather their predecessor, attempted ribbon weav- 
ing in 1S49, but it was not a success financially, for the 
greater part of the ribbons made, not being sold, were 
purchased by Dexter, Lambert tSc Co. at the time of their 
organization. This, it is said, was probably the first 
attempt at ribbon weaving in the country ; if so, to this 
hou^e belongs the credit of being the pioneeis in this 
branch of the silk industry. In 1856, having taken from a 
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New York importing house what was then coit»idered a 
lurgc order for ribbons, the firm again siiirterf ribbon weav- 
ing. This venliirc, like tlie previous one, proved unprofit- 
able, but from this time forward they continued the manu- 
^cturc of ribbons until success rewarded their eflbrts and 
iu tlK prosecution of tliis branch of their business tliey 
have from time to time made important additions in the 
way of new and improved machinery and appliances. Up 
to 1856 no other concern, pxcepliug Andrae & Roth, of 
New Vork, is known to have made any attempts in this 
direction. The increasing business of Dexter, Lambert & 
Co. obliged them to provide added facilities for manufac- 
turing, to meet which tliey in 1S56 commenced the erec- 
tion of a three-story brick mill 160x50 feet in Lennox 
Street, Boston. In tS^S the firm had met with with suf- 
ficient encouragciiient to justify Ihem in sending Mr. Bur- 
ton to England to purchase .additional looms for ribbon 
weaving and otiier machinery and this plant was placed in 
the new mill, just erected. 

Attracted bv Paterson and its surroundings Mr. Lambert 
decided to make it his place of residence and in iti6i with 
this view he purchased his present country residence at 
South Paterson, then known as the James Close homestead, 
removing thereto in that year. A desire to have the man- 
ufactory nearer to New Vork and under his personal sup- 
ervision, the low price of real est.ile and the advice of Mr. 
Robert Hamil and otiier friends were the considerations 
which induced Mr. Lambert in iStiG to purchase a mill 
Bite on the east aide of Straight street and thereon erect the 
Dexter mill, a three story brick building, 220x50 feet, with 
detached buildings for engine and dye houses. The re- 
moral of the firm's machinery to Paterson was followed by 
tlie gradual withdrawal of their stuck and closing up of 
outside stores and the concentration of their merchandiz- 
ing in New Vork. To describe the variLius cotton, worst- 
ed itnd silken fabrics manufactured by this firm during the 
years they have been in business would be impossible. 
The vagaries of fashion or the demand of the times have 
dictated and controlled their production. For instance, 
during the early days of the war of the rebellion, they were 
largely engaged in the manufacture of military trimmings : 
In facli there is no article that could be fashioned from 
cotton, worsted or silk but has at some time or another 
ticen made by them. They have manufactured cords, 
gimps, braids and tassels for every conceivable purpose; 
all kinds of fancy headgear, hair nets, chignons, false 
curls; an endless assortment of neckwear; articles for 
mfltiufiicturing lelegiaph supplies, for the manufacture of 
nrtiScial flowers, for theatrical costumers' and for printers' 
UBc; coach lace and other trimmings for carriage manu- 
facturets; picture and blind cords, gimps, tassels and other 
articles used for furniture and house decorations by up- 
holsterers; trimmings for undertakers, tailors, halters, iur- 
ricrs, milliners and for dress and ciouk makers. They 
have manufactured chenille, velvet, beaded, braided, em- 
bossed, wateretl and every current variety of trimming in 
vogue during Ihc three lust decades. The manufacture of 



ladies' dress trimmings was for many years a leading 
branch of the business, but of late it has been neglected 
and attention given to ribbon weaving, which has grown 
to be one of the most important departments of the busi- 
ness. IJut to Mr. Lambert's foresight and sagacity is due 
one of the most important additions to the business of the 
house. In 1S74 that gentleman while in England pur- 
chased a plant of power looms which were shipped to Wat- 
erson and set up in the mill in the space which had been 
heretofore used as the trimming depaitment. With these 
looms Ihc firm commenced the weaving of broad fabrica 
and from time to time they have made additions to the 
plant until the broad silk weaving equals any department 
of their business and since 1S74 the weaving of "cut np" 
fancies and dress brocades has been their great special^. 

In 1S77 the business was enlarged by the purchase of A. 
Poleliac & Son's plant of ribbon looms and throwing mn- 
chinery. These were kept at work in the Dale mill, thctr 
original location, until July, 1S79, The spring of l8j9 
witnessed another addition through the purchase of Hm 
Sterrett, Kyle & Murphy plant of ribbon looms, I>ec:ein« 
ber, 1S7S, fuund Mr. Lambert engaged in making prepa- 
rations for the erection of the third, and up to thai dat*, 
the largest mill, having purchased from the Society for Es- 
tablisbing Useful Manufactures a block of land containiii|[ 
about two acres on the west side of Straight street, botind* 
ed by the Erie railway. Clay, Straight and Taylor stress. 
He proceeded to erect thereon a handsome structure. It ia 
100x75 feet, two stories, with pressed brick front The 
main entrance to the works, the private ottice, the count- 
ing room and the general oiRces are in the southern por- 
tion. This mill was completed and occupied about July J, 
1^79, and the removal and placing therein of the outlying 
plants of machinery enabled the firm to concentrate thctr 
hitherto scatteied business under one nian-igemcnt. Ths 1 
building, constructed after a design of and under tlie pei^ i 
sonal supervision of Mr. Lambert, has become generally- 
known as the Lambert Mill, notwithstanding Mr. Lam- -j 
bert's objection to naming buildings, £c., after those wIk^ \ 
are still in the land of the living. 

The lack of sufticitnt machinery to throw enough tJik. j 
for the re(|uirenienls of the firm's business obliged Mllf;| 
Lambert to take measures to supply the deficiency. 
a careful consideration of the subject he decided on a n 
departure which was to secure a site and erect a miU I 
some locality where he could obtain ample water pOWH 
and secure absence of competition for operatives ; a plifeQB 1 
where the advantages of a large industry and the moitvi^ J 
which it circulated would be appreciated, Hawlcy, Pa.^ 
was selected as possessing the advantages sought for, Sltdi^ 
here Mr. Lambeit purchased a tract of land lying along the-1 
W alien pan pack river, a stream which divides Wayne 'and ' 
Pike counties, and which at this point is a series of tnlls 
and cascades, marvellously beautiful and well worth a long 
journey to see. On the Wayne county side of the river, 
upon the rock.s at the head of the falls, Mr. Lambert, early 
in iSSo, proceeded to erect his fouith aud largest silk mill. 
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The mill is in shape an elongated parallelogram, broken 
by a square projection in the front centre ; its dimensions 
are 380x44 feet, the centre projection being SoxSo feet. 
The firm subsequently, in 1SS7, also erected another mill 
of considerable proportions in llonesdale, Pa. 

Hopper & Scott. — Among the silk manufacturers of 
Paterson none have established a better character lor energy 
and business faculty than the firm of Hopper tv: Scott. The 
firm started into business in 1879, occupying one iloor of 
the old Hope mill, and operating 1,200 spindles. They 
devoted themselves exclusively to the throwing of tram and 
organzine and in a verv short time had so great a demand 
for their work that thev couKl not possibly kcoj) up witli it 
with their limited facilities. They purchased the entire 
Hope mill property in 1886, and in 18S7 eivctcilanotliur sub- 
stantial mill on it, covering the available ground in front 
as well as the raceway of the Socict\ for ICstnMlshiug I sc- 
ful Manufactures. The lirm to-day o[)eratcs i i ,000 spind- 
les, giving employment to iSo hands, and ha\ ing an an- 
nual capacitv of 100,000 pounds of organ/ine and tram. 
The success of the firm is due to the s\stcniatic arrange- 
ment which prevails in e\er\ part ol' the mill and to the 
energv and knowledge of the business on llu- pait of the 
firm. The original tirm was composed ot' John II. Hop- 
per and Robert W. Scott. The latter died in I'ebrnary. 
1890, and Mr. Hopper purchased his interest. 

John H. Hoppkk was born in the cit\ of Paterson in 
1841, being the son of Judge John lIo])[)er. lie has al- 
ways been prominent in business and social alVairs in Pat- 
erson and is one of the trustees of the f lee Public Pibra- 
ry, and Qiiartermaster of the Pirst Pattalion. 

The William Stuanok vSilk Comi'aw. — One of the 
laisrest silk manufacturiuir establishments in the countr\' is 
that of the William Strange Conii)any. Its oiigin dates 
back to 1863, when the tinn of Strange iV Ibother — 10. I>. 
and Albert B. Strange — who had i'<»r thirty \ ears done a 
silk importing business in New \'ork. establisiied a small 
mdl in Williamsburgh. The iiim had no intention of 
going into the silk manulaetnring husiness bnt had lound 
that frequently certain shades and (jiudities ol' silk ribbons 
were called for in the trade \yhich had not been ini[)oited ; 
to send for such goods to ICurope would consume consid- 
erable time and so for the purpose ot" bettei" aeconuuodat- 
ing their customers the lirm set up forts looms to Imnish 
goods which might be ordered and not found in stock. 
The enactment of the high tariff during the last years of 
the war and the consecpient high rate of exchange induced 
the firm to seriously consider the question of ni.jnufaclur- 
ing silk on an extensive scale. In 1868 the (inn removed 
its machinery to Paterson and silk maiml'acturing was 
bejrun here under the firm name of William Stran«fe iS: 
Co., Mr. E. B Strange having dcN'oted himsell exclusiyely 
to importing and Mr. A. B. Strange haying tinned the 
business of manufacturing oyer to his son, although still 
retaining an interest in the industry. Mr. William 
Strange devote<I himself to a thorough understanding of 

the business and with cliaracteristic energv soon mastered 
22 



it in every branch. The firm had found considerable dif- 
ficulty in obtaining tram and organzine and for the pur- 
pose of being independent of all other similar estiiblish- 
ments imported a quantity of silk throwing machinery 
from England. This together with the looms removed 
from Williamsbuigh was placed in the Greppo mill on 
Slater street and Dale avenue; the mill was subsequently 
enlarged but the additions did not keep pace with the 
demand for the product of the establishment and in 1874 
the firm purchased the mill of the American Velvet Com- 
pany on Essex am' Madison streets. The prosperity of 
the silk iiulustry induced the firm to materially increase 
the size of the mill ; building after building was added and 
then joined together until in 1878 the firm had a mill ex- 
tending for two hundred feet on each of three streets, hav- 
ing a depth of forty tiye feet on Essex street, forty-five feet 
on Beech stieet, forty feet on Madison street, and fifty feet 
on the north, the w hole establishment being in the shape 
of a hollow s(|nare. In 1 8S3 another addition was erected 
to the mill in the shape of a wing on Beech street; this 
addition is two hundred feet front on ik^ech street, forty- 
eight feet ileep. three stories high and built of brick in 
conformity with the rest of the establishment. The mill 
is comj^lete in eyery i)articular, every branch of silk manu- 
faetme, from the w inding of the raw silk to the finishing 
01 the product, being cariied on under one roof. The firm 
emj)loys abont eight hundred and fifty hands. In 1887 ^^^ 
Hi in w as incoi[)orated under the laws of New Jersey and 
it at j)reseiU consists of Messrs. \\ illiam Strange, William 
C. Kimball, C harles 11. Pinkham, Jr., William H. Macy, 
Jr., Richard Muser. 

11a.mil cK: Boom. —There is perhaps no firm of silk 
manufacturers who haye been more successful than Hamil 
cK: Booth. The pro«_^ness has been um'form throughout the 
\ears ot the existence ot the house and from a very humble 
beginning the tirm has attained a position in the front rank 
(>1 American silk nianutacture. The concern was started 
in June, 1S5;;. in the toj) fioor of the Beaver mill, about 
twenty hands being emj)loyed. 'J'he fiiin was composed 
of Robert Ilamil and Jaiues Booth. The product was 
Iringe-silk and s«»on the demand for it induced the firm to 
look loj- more commodious quarters which they found in 
the second Iloor of ijie Star mill. In 1858 they leased the 
second Iloor of the Murray mill and had about a hundred 
and fifty hands in their em[doy. Here they remained for 
four years w hen they purchased a silk mill on Ward street, 
near Railroad avenue; the mill was equipped with ma- 
chinery but most of this was renuned, it not being of the 
most approyed pattern. The mill was one hundred and 
thirty feet by forty-live, built of brick, two and a half 
stories high. The lirm coiUinued throw ing silk until 1868, 
w hen they purchased a number of looms and beiran weav- 
ing. In the meaiitime they had increased the depth of 
their luill by twenty feet. In 1870 they erected a frame 
building, twenty-fiye by one hundred feet, two stories 
high. In 1873 their present office was put up, thirty-five 
by forty-five feet, three stories high. In 1874 they be 
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the erection of unolticr udJition of ttrick, three storieB, 
forty-five hy Bcvciily-rivi; (etl In iSijn the cupiitity of the 
mill WHS luvthcr iiici'cRscd by tht- extcii»iun of the building 
through to Kailroad avenue ; the nddilion is of brick, three 
Stories high nnd one hiinilred and eighty feet lung. In the 
paMntimc the firm hud uci)nire<l iinolher vidinihle mill 
property on the corner of Market and Mill streets fifty 
seven Iiy one hundred id p ic w 

l>OUght in tS7i iind hud p be st 

mitt. The firm now in k k 

doHG its own throwing. O d h 

ployed- The lirm hns w b p m 

novelty and tuslefulness d g 

ing the buyers. Mr. H n d P h **o 

Since that time the bus! ss d 

rcaentntives and Mr. Booth. 

The Ramsav & Gore MAsui-ALTiitiM; Cumvavv 
■fommenc^d April ist, i8s6, with ;i small plani of 1,700 
Spindles; this in a very short time w.is too small lo niLtt 
tiieJr growing business. Not being able to find space to 
put in more machinery tiiey leased the plmit of Spanton & 
Plilnier nnd for eighteen months ran it until tliey put into 
'Operation more spindles. In iSSS thev bought the Bmpire 
mill in Green street, fitted it up and put in a new engine 
KnA boiler, where to-day lliey rim eleven tKouwiul 
q^indtes, us well as their original pl.inl of 1,700 spindles 
in the Wntson building; this plant has also grown to be 
inndeqiiate to meet the ever increasing demand for their 
work. 

The firm have made a specialty of crape IwistB. They 
«njay the reputation of having a thoroughly organized and 
folly equipped throwing factory, emplnying only skilled 
workers. The greatest possible good feeling prevails be- 
tween the workers and the firm ; about 200 hanils are em- 
ployed there and no unpleasantness has arisen since thev 
atiirtcd in business. Their success has been very marked 
and rapid, from 360 pounds of silk per week to ;(,ooo lbs. 
per week. The Ramsny & Gore Manufacliu'ing Company 
hive fnlly dtmoustrnted that in Patcrson ■■throwing" can 
hRVe a place, for plans are on hand for nn extension of 
Ihdr already large factory. 

John Rumsay, the senior member of the lirm. « as l)oni 
lin Glin<gow, Scotland ; his early years were devoted lo the 
■Etldy of mining, but that not agreeing with his desires he 
'entered into nii-nnfaclnringand for fourteen years filled suc- 
cessfully a responsible pusillon in the largest weaving es- 
tablishment in Glasgow; here he acquired u knowledge of 
manufacturing in all its branches, which laid the fnnnda- 
tiou of his success in this conntry. He came to America 
Ib 1879, and started as foreman in the throwing department 
of the William Strange Company ; not having seen silk, nor 
having hml any experience in throwing he encountered 
many difficulties, but with n determination ehaiaclcrislic of 
Scotchmen he commenced a study of bilk and silk Ihmwing 
so that lie niigtit acquire a tburnngh, praeticnl and techni- 
cal kuovv)e<ige of it in all branches. After close study for 
six years he accomplished his end. Kvcry day's ohserva- 



tionii and experiences were carefully note<) down and ap- 
plied, so that at the completion of his six yearn study htt 
bad accumulated suflicient in writing to run -a. aeries of 
twenty-three articles in the American Silk Journal, oa 
"Silk." "Silk Throwing" and "Silk Throwing in Relation 
to Weaving." Mr. Ramsay has for seven years held in his 
own house a small technical school; it was open lo all 
ing men who had n desire to learn "silk throwing." 
^ my look advantage of it and now fill important poai- 
us ; ho has always taken a deep interest in young men) 
1 has never turned any oneiiway who has applied forin- 
uction in throwing. 

Mr. Ramsay, although busy with the cares of a. \vc^ 
11, finds time still to devtile to his favorite study, viz* 
i<k Throwing." and is now busy preparing a work far 
puhlicatiou on that subject, believing as be does in tlw im-' 
perative necessity of fl technical education for the develop- 
ing uf the American silk industry: to that end he litborft 
that some day a technii:al evening school may be establish^ 
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: he was a bobbin 
ifter he has worked 
= became foreman in the William 
iill. It was whdc he was furemait 
msay to form the present firm, Mr. 
s an ardent student of silk throwinp* 
he being assuciated with Mr Ramsay in his technical aiutt- 
ies. He was one of the most faithful and attentive of man, y 
devoting his whole lime to the internni workings of t^' 1 
large mills; hy giving his attention tu .-ill the hrunuheSrAffl 
throwing he has done much to further the interests of th^>^ 
succcBsfu! firm. Mr. Gore's life long connection wi& * 
throwing has qualified him to contrihulc to the reputation' 
and success of the firm of which he is a member. 

The. Ph(Esik Man'I'i-actijiiin-g Compaw. — Am 
the oldesl, largest, strongest and most energetic indlU 
establishments of Patcrson is the Phtrnix ManufactU 
Company, engaged in the nianufacturing of sitk faiirlct ^\ 
difi'erent character. The charter of the Phcpnix MumiftfC 
turing Company was granted by the State of New JmWf'-l 
in 1824 and is one of the few charters in existence 111 tHi 
.^tate of the broad and comprehensive nature that charae*<| 
terizcd charters granted in the early days, and is irrepeaJ^J 
able and unchangeable except as might be desired by 3tir - 

The company was originally formed for the manufactur- 
ing of cotton goods, and for many years In the clipper-built 
ships which carried the American flag all over the world, 
in the days when American sea commerce was of greater 



PATERSON, ILLUSTRATED. 



203 



relative proportions than now, the sail cloths made by the 
Phoenix Manufacturing Company were the standard arti- 
cles used for these white winged ships. With the decline 
of the cotton industry in Paterson and its gradual transfer 
to the East, as it became superseded by the finer industry 
ot silk, the Phti^nix Manufacturing Company drifted at 
about the beginning of the war, through the manipulations 
of Messrs. B. 13. Tilt and Albert Tilt, into the exclusive 
production of silk. 

Mr B. B. Tilt, as far back as in 1S35, was of the fnm 
of Tilt & Dovvell, and afterwards Tilt iV: Dexter, in l^oston 
and New York, in the production of gum silks and trim- 
mings. He came to Paterson in i860 and occupied a por- 
tion of the Pha'uix mill proper and afterwards additional 
rooms in the Beaver mdl and the old Watson mill. In 
1861, by the admission of his son into ])artncrship, the 
firm becamt; B. B. Tilt A: Son aiul the l>nsincss was 
thenceforth largely developed from the manufactni ing of 
gum silks and sewing silks into dress goods in iSyo. In 
1S65, the tirm having obtained contiol of a. majorit\- ot' the 
shares became the owners of the charter and properties o^' 
the Phcenix Alanufacturing Compain. This ga\e them 
abuntlant room, splendid water-])o\ver and the best of 
facilities in their line of manufacture. The compan\ was 
among the first to adopt the use of power looms, and Iki\ - 
ing acquired with the Ph<eni\ Coinj)an\'s pioperts the 
machine shop wldch was the original plant operated for 
many years by John E. Van Winkle and his son llenrv, 
began thencefortli to make their own looms and have con- 
tinued since to make the power dress goods looms and ril)- 
bon looms required for the gradual develoj^ment of the busi- 
ness. In 18S0 the company establisheil the Adelaide silk 
mill at AUentown and in 1S85 doubled the caj^aeit\ of that 
plant. In iSSS they established the Tilt silk mill at Potts- 
ville. The raw silk is thrown at Pottsv ille. woxen in 
plain fabrics at AUentown and in liner Iac(iii;M(l and fancv 
work, the most advanced stages of the business, at Patei- 
son. In the three places the companx occupies more than 
three hundred thousand square teet of lloor space, eijual to 
about seven acres, and operates over one thousand looms, 
and employs, when rumiing at full capacity, about two 
thousand people, being undoubtedly, in its line ot' hard 
silk manufacture, the largest organization in the counti\' 
and one of the most important factors in the j:)roduction of 
the <rreat ai'greijate of nearly seventy millions of dollars 
produced in the combined output of the silk manufactur- 
in«f establishments of America 

The products of the PhoMiix Manufacturing Company 
are of a most diversified nature ; comprising perhaps, a 
greater variety than that of anv o^her establislnnent, and 
including plain dress goods of all kinds, and the most elab- 
orate brocaded products of the same class, handkerchiefs, 
mufflers, gauze and pongee goods, ribbons, tailors' linings 
and silk braids. 

The selling agents of the company are Greeir't^ Co., 
22-26 Greene street. New "^'ork, an old established firm, 
three generations in existence, of the strongest financial 



ability and highest commercial standing. The trade 
marks, or brands, of the articles produced by the PhaMiix 
Manufacturing Company have an established and most fav- 
orable reputation all over America, and are quoted as staple 
and standard criterions of the different classes which they 
represent. Like all silk manufacturers in America, the 
Pluenix Company was compelled to cond^at the prejudice 
in the markets of this country in favor of imported silks. 
Many manufacturers were actually compelletl to imitate 
foreign labels on the goods in order to etlect sales under 
American tickets. The Pluenix Company pursued the 
plan of making strictly meritorious goods and placing 
them on sale under distinctive American labels, in the 
belief tliat j)eople would sooner or later appreciate proper- 
ly real merit, no mattei" under what brand or wherever the 
goods might l>e manufactured, .md that the sooner the pub- 
lic ascertained that silk goods could be made in this coun- 
tr\ e(jual. if not snpeiior, to those of foreign production 
and sold tor less money, the l)etter it would be for the do- 
mestic silk industiy. l^he result h;is been a constantly 
grow ing and healtliv demand lor goods that can be guar- 
anteed of American manufacture, and under the wise 
policy of a ])rotectiye tariff, silk fabrics of nearly all kinds 
are made in this country and sold for less money than the 
imported articles of simdar construction. 

The company has received highest awards for the excel- 
lence of its products at the Philadelphia International Ex- 
position in 1S76 and the great French Exposition of 1S78, 
and matiy other industrial exhibitions of similar character. 

The present oflicers of the company are, Albert Tilt, 
president and treasurer; Joseph \V. Congdon, vice presi- 
dent; John R. Curian, secretary. The management of 
the Ph(rnix mills in Paterson is, and has been for many 
yeais. in the hands of N!r. John C. Dowell ; in AUentown 
Ml-. Louis Soleliac is the manager of the Adelaide mills, 
and in Potls\ ille Mr. J. M. llairis is the manager of the 
Tilt mills. 

\otw itlistanding the i^ieat and unusual depression that 
has characteii/ed the silk business for the past six months, 
the Plxi-nix Maufaeturing Company has been able to keep 
the gi cater poition ol its hxjins in full operation, and there 
is no (loul)t that in the future the same energy and execu- 
ti\e ability w ill continue the company in the success and 
im[jortance which, have characterized it since the days 
when 1>. 1>. lilt cK: v^i)n came to control it and which 
has been continued under the most able management of 
Mr. Albert Tilt, the president, antl his assistants. 

DoiiKKiv cS: WADswoirrn. — The success of this firm 
presents one of the most lemarkable and gratifying- in- 
stances of what can be accomplished l)v men who thor- 
oughly understand their business and add to this knowl- 
edge energy, industry and fair dealing with all. Less 
than a decade ago the iuunl)er of looms they operated 
could be counted on the fingers of one hand ; to-day they 
rank among the first and most important silk manufactur- 
ei;^ of this country. They started into business in October, 
1879, in a room on Market street in the building occupied 
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h)- the Srco»<l Niitioiiiil Rnnk. Their plunt consisted of 
juM one loom, bul in the imiuvsp of a few weeks they iiiid 
added seven or eiyhl. On the tirst of January, iSSo, they 
I removed to the accoiui floor of the Arkwriglit mill on 
: Beecli Etieet. ueeu;iying only it porliun of the floor gpiicc. 
As tlieir business increased they multiplied the niiniber of 
Ihcir looms until in n shoil time they had the whole floor 
.covered. In the summer of [hiil year they leased a portion 
;of the lower floor and put in more looms fn June of the 
li$lItowin^ year they took the refit of the flrMt floor, and in 
•lSS> tliey purchnsed the whole mill. Being thoroughly 
AcqusintcH with the industry in its every branch they per- 
sonally altciidci) lo cverv department; the superior excel- 
lence of their product incrensed the demand to such an 
«xlen[ that the lirm saw itself compelled in 1SS3 to mate- 
nall; enlarge the building ; this was done and the firm 
t in possession of one of the finest and hest equipped 
"^Ik mills in the country, from every part of which pro- 
iceeded the bnsv hum of silk machinery of tlie best pattern 
,ju>d best make. SiJk manufacturers from other places 
iWbo "Visit t.le present Arkwright mill agree that it is a 
in cvci-y respect. The Imilding has a frontage of 
il XhCA on Beech street, is four stoiics high ; its depth is 
3 i^t ; in addition to this is the boiler and engine house 
rjdtttHched from tlie main building. The ventilation and 
jUIumination leave notliing to be desired, both being fur- 
nished by power from the engine. The product of the 
n embraces everything that is manufactured of silk that 
is elegant and durable. Some of the finest patterns, 
• copied by other manufacturers both In this country and 
'Europe, emanated from this establishment. For a nnm- 
,'lKr of years the firm manufactured more grenadines than 
'»ll the other firms in Pnterson put togethei-. The variety 
of designs they weave in these delicate fabrics is fairly be- 
wildering, the patterns being of the most exquisite de- 
ecriptiun- Laces and satins and brocades are mingled iu 
-the most beautiful combinations and in never-ending varie- 
■ iy. The firms employs about 1^50 bands and it is a well 
, known fact that differences between tlie employers and 
.^Ittpluyees are almost unknown in this establishment ; they 
^ve always produced the highest class of goods and naid 
■ higliest wages. No firm has done more to plaee 
American silks in the high rank they have attained in the 
.marts of the world than have Dohcrly & Wadaworth. 
3*hey went on the principle that the best was none too 
igowi for the American people and appreciation of this 
principle and its execution have been shown in the almost 
marvellous success of ihtr firm. 

Henhy Dohektv and Jokei'h WADhWORTii. — The 
lives of these two gentlemen ha^'e been so intimately con- 
fKctcd tliat it would seem wrong to separate them in fur- 
'ntriiine an account of Ihcir doings, their struggles and 
.fiucceascs. The latter liave fortumitcly always been in the 
asceiidHiit lor it may lie suld with truth that their struggles 
were ever erowned with success. They were both Iwm 
in Macclesfield, l^ngland, the cradle of the textile indu;;- 
tries of l]ic world. Mr. Doherty was born on February 6, 



iStjo: Mr. Wadswoith on March 10. 1S49, The educa- 
lion they rceeived was such .is fell to the share of many 
men who have made their mark in the manufacturing 
world; literature and the higher brnnchce of education 
were considered subservient at all times to a thorOHfjh 
schooling in the use of the loom. At an early age boHt 
were employed in silk mills; they went to the mill to- 
gether and in the evening returned to their homes which 
were not far apait. Their evenings were devoted to study, 
but it was during the day time that they were fitted far the 
career which has placed them high up among the rnanO' 
facturers of the country. They learned the manufacture of 
fiilk from the carrying of bobbins to the completion of tibe 
finest fabric : there was not a branch of the silk inilustiy 
in which they were not proficient when they concluded ID 
come to this countr} . Mr. IJoherty was the first to lease 
Macclesfield fui the land of promise across the sea. arriv- 
ing here in the latter part of 1S6S. Mr. Wadsworth fol- 
lowed some six months later, arriving here in Mardty 
1S69. Both at once came to Paterson and readily found 
employment in the silk mills where skilled labor was CORW- 
manding a high premium. They worked in various inItU 
imtil in 1S79 Mr. Doherty was a foreman in the emplnyoT 
J. P. Mackay and Mr. Wadsworth occupied a similar poa^ 
tion in the .sUk mill of Grlnishaw Brothers. Although 
both commanded liberal salaries they found that others 
were ivaping the larger harvest from their skill and eso* 
perience and once more they joined their fortunes together 
which had been linked so often when they were boys^ 
What success attended their combined energy ami ^iU 
has been inadequatelv told in the foregoing sketch. 

Tnic B.U!N-RHT Mill.— The lai^st holder oi silk nUU 
property in the city of Paterson is Mayor Nathan BameH. 
He is not himself engaged in silk manufacturing but tti£ 
excellent judgment to which he owes the prominent po^ 
lion he has always occupied in Paterson induced hifD 
yciirs ago to Invest heavily in mill property, he having 
fully recognized the shibility of the industries of the cl^ 
The most prominent of his possessions is the Barnert mill 
an illustration of which is shown on page 164 of thisworit.,> 
The mill is In the shape of a hollow square, four 
high, having a fnmtage of 200 feet on (irand street aiuLf^'l 
125 feet on Dale nvcjme. It is built entirely of briefii f 
and tile engine and boiler house is separ.ite from the mahl' 
mill. There are between seventy-five and eighty thousaoi]' 
square feet of floor space intlie mill. Mr. Barnert alreathf 
owned considerable mill propcrtvwhcn 1885 he began li|^ 
erection of this mill, which is a model in every respect* 
The steady expansion of the industrtes-of Paterson created ' 
a demand for mills and Mr. Baniert's excellent judgment 
showed him that (he dollars he had earned in many yean- 
of successful business could not be better inve.sted both for 
himself and the people who bad twice elected him Mnyor 
than by the erection of mills. He accordingly erected the 
Barnert mill which he rents to a number of silk manufac- 
turers, to whom he supplies both I'oom and power. Mr. 
Barnert vs also the owner of ti)c Dale mill, a superb stnic- 
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ture on Railroad avenue, having a frontage of 325 feet and 
a depth of 45 feet with an L extenjHon of 100 feet. In ad- 
dition to this he owns several other mills all located in the 
square hounded hy Railroad avenue. Grand street, Dale 
avenue and Ward street. 

Grimshaw Bkotiikks. — This firm is composed of three 
brothers, J(^hn, Geor<(e and David H. They arc all three 
natives of Macclesfield, r^njj^land, and were raised in the 
silk business. Thev connnenced business in Paterson in 
1871 with half a dozen hand looms in an old shed in Pearl 
street. They subseciuently removed to the Union mill on 
the corner of Market and Spruce streets. While occupy- 
in|:^ this mill their i^rowin«j^ business compelled them to hire 
the small mill of James Dunkeilev in Sj^ruce street, and 
this was run in connection with their other mill. These 
two places not aH()rdint»" the ]:)r<)per facilities, the\ IcMsed 
the Arkwright mill, then owned b\ the Prall estate. This 
they occupied until they purchased theii' present property, 
which was then known as the (ire])j)o mill: it had been 
formerlv occupied by StrauL^e c\: Brother. Short 1\ alter 
the purchase thev enlarged the mill In the addition of a 
brick wing a lumdred feet long on Prince street. The 
propertv now forms a hollow scpiare. bounded 1)\ Dale a\- 
enue on the east. Slater street on the south and Piince 
street on the west. It is thiee stories high, well lighted 
and ventilated, and amply pro\ ided with the most elVeetixe 
appliances for extinguishing lire. It is sui:)plied tliroiigh- 
out with fresh well water \vhieh is distiihnted to all parts 
of the mill from two large tanks in the highest })art of the 
structure. Tiie whole of the mill is operated 1)\ the firm. 

Ilavintr commenced Inisiness in the infancN of silk wea\- 
ing in Paterson, at a time when prejudice aLiainst domes- 
tic silk croods was stron<r in the min<ls of buwrs. the\ 
worked out a path for themsehes — good goods — ■m\A luixe 
steadilv followed it. Conuneneing w ith plain surah sjlks 
they have followed up about all the aveinies know n to the 
silk trade, men's serges and linings. no\cltie> in handker- 
chiefs and mufflers (of which in tine go(»(ls the\ were the 
pioneers,) millinery silks, ])lnshes, VL-btts, ])lain and no\- 
elty dress silks, «S:c., changing their j:)ro(hiction with the 
varying demands of the market. In this connection their 
lifelon<r trainiuij has been of the utmost \alne. rheii- ma- 
chinerv, like their production, has been subject to nuinei- 
ous chancres. Commenciuir with hand macliines, as was 
the custom at the time, they ha\ e kept rej)lacing theii- plant 
with the most modern machines, until now evervthint: in 
their vast establishment is of the latest and most improved 
pattern and the whole driven Iw steam power. 'I'he pro- 
duct of '•'G. B,'' as their goods are known on the market, 
is now largely novelty and plain silks, although in other 
lines of novelties they do considerable business. 

In addition to this establishment they have another mill 
at Reading, Pa., als(^ of brick, 254 feet long by :;o leet 
wide and three stories high. This is larorclv used bv them 
for throwing the raw silk used in their Paterson business. 
The present Reading mill was rebuilt on the ruins of the 
.firm's former mill, which was wrecked almost totallv bv 



the great tornado which produced such havoc and loss of 
life in that part of the country on Januarv 9? 1889. 

This firm, commencing business with limited means, 
have by their conservatism and pluck not only withstood 
all the periodical depressions which have marked the de- 
velopment of the silk trade and their loss by the Reading 
disaster, but they stand to-day in the front rank of Ameri- 
can silk manufacturers. 

Tacoh lb)KAxn'r& Sox. — Mr. Jacob llorandt, the sen- 
ior member of this firm, was born in Sissach, in Switzer- 
land, on .\})ril 8, 18-^4, being one of six children. His 
father combined farming w ith silk manufacture, and young 
Mr. llorandt gained his first impression of the silk indus- 
try in the home of his parents. After having passed 
through the common schools and the advanced technical 
school of his home, he was at the age of seventeen sent to 
Basle there to studv the practical operation of the manu- 
facture of silk in the factories. He remained there until 
he was tw ent\-one \ears of a<£e, when he returned to his 
home and was superintendent of his father's silk mill until 
lie was twent\ -eight \ears of age when he was married; 
he letnined to Basle, and until 187- was foreman in a large 
silk mill. lie then concluded to come to this countrv, 
whither his l)rothei' had j^receded him. and landed here on 
Inl\ 9, iSj-j. riiree lucrative and res]D()nsible positions 
wtte at once otll'ied him, but Mr. llorandt recognized the 
fad that there was considerable dificrence between the silk 
in<histr\ in this countrv and his native home; before as- 
snming anv position ol' importance he preferred to get ac- 
([uainted with the status of afiairs here, and consequently 
until Januarx 2. 1S73. he worked as a weaver in the silk 
mills of \e\\ ^ Oik. lie was then induced to accept a posi- 
tion as superintendent in the large silk mill of Pelgram & 
?^Ie\er. and he occupied this position for twelve and a half 
years. In the niean time his son, Christopher, had groWn 
to Itea \oung man. and having evinced a liking for the 
silk indu^tiy. Mr. llorandt sent him in 1879 to Europe 
wheie the \oung man remained three vears, receiving such 
education as the best technical schools of ICurope afibrded. 
()nhis retnrn to this c»)untrv he or<;ani/ed the Paterson 
Rihbon Company with Mr. (ieorge F. Kuett. His father 
at this time eonchak'd to establish business for himself, and 
young Mr. llorandt liaxing disposed of his interest in the 
rihbon conu^anv joined his lather, and the firm of Tacob 
llorandt «S: Son was established. It is but natiu*al that the 
thorough practical knowledge of the iiulustry in all its 
branches, possessed by both father and sou, added to excel- 
lent business cpialifications, should be Ibllowed bv success. 
I'he firm first leased and subsequently purchased the llo.x- 
sey mill on Kearney street, with its surrounding twenty- 
four city lots. The first year the firm operated six looms, 
the second seventeen, the third twenty-nine, and at present 
their capacity is sixty-nine looms. In the mean time the 
mill had been increased in si/e and a dye works had been 
added ; this not prc/ving sufficient, the firm during the 
present year leased the Meistermann mill in Paterson 
street, and plans are now being prepared for a new mill on 
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Kearney street. The firm was the first among the ribbon 
manufacturers to use electric liglit. Jiaving its own dvnanio, 
Cool and pure water is supplieil to every jjortiiin of the 
□lUl Tmni an artesian well which v/u* sunk shortly ii[\cr the 
firm started into business. The selling agents of the firm 
arc Hoenighaiis & Curtiss, of New York. 

In iS8o Mr. Horandt married a second time, his first 
wife having died, and in iS88 he erected for himself and 
I fiimily the elegant residence, an illustration of which orn- 
aments a page in another part of tliis book. Both mcm- 
liers of the firm are among the most genial as well as nc- 
fiomplished silk manufacturers of the city, and it was a 
fortunate thing for more than one family in this cily that 
Mr. Horandt concluded to locate in Paterson. 

TlJE Patkr-son Ribdox CV'.^In March. 1S85, this coin- 
puny, of which Mr. Geo. F. Kuett is president, and Mr. W. 
T. P. Hoi lings worth, secretiry and treasurer, began busi- 
ness in the Dale mill with a very small capital and only a 
&w looms. To-day they have one of the best plants in 
^e State of New Jersey. Their new mill at Eastside is a 
substuntial structure equipped with all tliat a moilel silk 
mili requires. It is two stories high, fifty by three linn- 
dred and two feet, and contains over one hmidred and 
acvtsntj'-five windows making it one of the best lighted 
and best ventilated mills in the vicinity of Piiterson. The 
company sells its goods direct, the office being at ny 

■ Spring street. New Yoik Cilj. 

The manufacturing is superintended by Mr, Kuett, who 
hfts been employed in the Paterson silk mills since Ids 
boyhood and is fajniltar with alt parts of the work. The 
■elling of the goods and the general business of the com- 
pany is in charge of Mr. Hollingsworth, Jlie company 
makes high class goods exclusively. 

The AiHiER & Simom Silk Dviiixi; Co.— This firm 
was incorporated under the laws of Ihe Stale of Xew )er- 
Vty on July I St. 1890. after an existence of six years. Mr. 
CharleB L. Auger was elected president and treasurer, Mr. 
Charles Simon, secretary, Mr. Auger is 
tnanager. Their business is silk dyeing ii 
in both colors and blacks. They have 1 

■ rf ground on East Fifth street upon whicl 
'Sevcnl substantial brick buildings of the 

' ;plans adapted to their business. They are equipped with 
"*j|II the modern machinery for blacks and colors. Thev 

ve a never failing water supply either from the Passaic 
I river or from wells, and have a pumping and filtering ca- 
'.jMcity of nearly three million gallons per day. Their 
buildings are all lighted by electricity furnished by their 

m dynamo. In every respect they have one of the most 

■ thoroughly equipped plants in this country. The whole 
I busutesK is under the management and personal supervision 

of both Mr. Auger and Mr. Simon, who are practical and 
expert dyers h.iving obtained their knowledge of the busi- 
ness in some of Ihe larger dye houses in this country and 
EuTC^e. Mr. Auger has proven himself thoroughly capa- 
ble of organizing and managing in every detail; he has 
cfanrge of the financial ami business portion of iht 
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conducting nil the afthirs of the company in a straight- 
forward businesslike manner. He is a hard working and 
energetic man. deeply wrapped up in this businctis and 
has proven himself able to cope with any difficulty, m hi*. | 
enterprise and success fully attest. Mr. Simon, who i» J 
one of the best black dyers, having held responsible poaU i 
tions both in Europe and this country, attends entirely to*1 
the management of the black dyeing. He confines b^ \ 
whole time and attention to the business, giving ev 
detail his personal supenision. His work proves him to 
be a very careful manager and has gained for him the rep- 
utation of turning out a verj- superior class of work in all 
grades of" blacks which for shade, winding and wurking 
in the diflercnt processes of manufacturing cannot be «hp* 
passed. None but the most competent color dycrs I 
em])loyed who thoroughly understand every grade of bngr 
dyeing and turn out a very superior class of work. DiUV \ 
ing the ombre season this department was overrun v^th . 
work and can truthfully claim to having dyed two-thinfaK ] 
of the ombres which were manu&ctured at that time. A 
liii^e amount of work in both colors and blacks is turned 
out daily, furnishing eniplovment to a large number of ' 
hands. None but the most skilled workmen are employed 
in each department under the charge of competent fiw*- 
men. More than ordinary care is taken with all silk ipr 
ti-usted to this company, who are thoroughly responsibly^ I 
from the time it is received until its delivery some ob» 
fully competent has it in charge. They are in constant 
correspondence with parties in Europe who keep them 
thoroughly posted as to anything new rchiting to the dye- 
ing business. Beyond a question the firm has by shrevrd 
management iind careful watching worked its way to 1 
position of importance in the industrial world. 
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firm who :u"e located ii 
extensive experience i 
in the .lyeiug of silks 
at the head 1 
i&^i. He came to this c 

uiediatelv connected himself with some of the leadiii 
shops. After gaining a thorough knowledge of the 1 
ness. he was engaged as foreman of Mr. Jacob Weidm 
place at Riverside, where he remained for two years, 
1SS7 he started in business for himself in the Gun 3 
yard, where he has been very successful, doing somi 
ordinary work in the dyeing of blacks, heavy weij 
ors, imported blue bl.icks, spun silks for velvets, c 
1890. Mr. Knipscher found that his business was g 
very rapidly, and required another practical man t 
him, and accordingly took into partnership Mr. Fnnic 
Maass. who is the Jtniior partner of the firm. Mr. Maotv ^ 
was born in New York city, has lived in Eurojic, and isa 
a grmluale from :i polytechnic school in Zurich, Switzer- 
land. The firm is a very energetic one, and their dye 
shop is iboTokigbly equipped, so that they can do first-cluu- 
work in a very short time: ihey ai-e both genial gentle- 
men, determined to succeed if fair dealing, good work and 
pleasant manners can lead to s 
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Jacob W alder. — Mr. Jacob Walder was born in Zurich, 
Switzerland, on March 18, 1839, and after receiving a good 
education at the common and higher schools of his native 
place, went to work in a weavers' supplies manufactory 
for the purpose of learning tlie trade of reedmaker. After 
having been employed at this for some time in his home he 
went to Basle, Crefeld, and Bradford, England, for the 
purpose of perfecting his knowledge oi* the branch of in- 
dustrv to which he intended to devote himself. Return- 
insr to his home he workeil steadilv at his trade imtil lie 
started out in business for himself; after continuing at this 
but a short time he came to this countrv in 1866 and at 
once proceeded to Baterson where he obtained emj)l(>v- 
ment as reedmaker. A year later he stinted into business 
ibr himself in a small rear room on the corner of Cross and 
Ellison streets. Tlien he remoxed to No. 9:^ Ri\er street 
and subsequentlv to a floor in the mills on Rivei" street 
opposite Baterson street. At ench successixe place his 
plant increased but he could never suppK the demand tor 
his goods. In 1882 liaving purchased the propertx h ing 
opposite to where he had his phint of ni;:chiner\ . he tore 
down the old buildings and erected :i l':ictoi\ cspccialh 
adapted for his industry. The mill is ot' biick. tinee 
stories high and 50XICX). The engine ;m<l boiler house is 
an adjunct to the main buildinir. II:i\in'' first erected a 
handsome residence for himselt' adjoining the mill propei- 
ty Mr. Walder in 1889 erected another mill in the 
rear of his property; this mill is built of l)jick, is Ibnr 
stories high and 48x160 feet. Mr. W'aUlei's intention in 
erecting this mill was to supph a part of the demand tor 
inills by mamifacturers anxious to extend their operations. 
The structure is a model of mill architecture and Mr. 
Walder has consequentlv experienced no diHicultN in 
securing desirable tenants. 

Mr. VV^alder's character for energx and upriLilunes> and 
his thorough knowledge of the busine^^ in w liich he is en- 
gaged have made his success both deserxed and gratifxing. 
The rank which he has attained in the industrial and com- 
mercial circles of Baterson he als«) holds sociallx. lie is a 
man of the most pleasant manners and is exer Jeadx to 
4issist his struggling and honest lelloxxs. 

I. A. Hall c\: Co. — Conspicuous in manut'acturing cir- 
cles, and foremost among the great eslaltlishments xxliich 
are devoted to the production of mill suj^plies in this 
country, is the widely known house of I. .V. Hall c\: Co., 
whose extensive factory j^roperty is situated at 30 and 32 
Division street, with private stables in the rear for the ac- 
-commodation of horses, wagons, <S:c., used tor local de- 
liveries. The scope of this concern lies in the manufac- 
ture of reeds, harness, lingoes, mails, shuttles and ireneral 
weavers' supplies, as well as the furnishing of Jncquard 
twines, loom cards, card lacing, <S:c., and in I'act. everv- 
thing needed in rigging out tV)r the manutacture of textile 
goods. A special feature is made of reeds, harness, lingoes, 
Ac, for ribbon and bnxid silk manufacturers, and the em- 
ployment of only the most skilled labor obtainable, coupled 
•with the untiring vigilance of the various heads of depart- 



ments under the general super\ision of Mr. Hall, is suffi- 
cient guarantee that all work turned out is treated in a 
most efficient and satisfactory manner, and in such a way 
tjs to prove a constant advertisement. The cornerstone of 
this important industry was laid in i860, by the father of 
Mr. I. A. Hall, he being the pioneer in this particular line 
of trade ; but it was not until the present head of aflairs 
accpiired control that the business began to rapidly 
expand, until now it is the recognized leader among its 
fellows, but still with the cry of "enterprise and progress'' 
as its motto. The products of this popular firm are well 
and favorablv known throughout all districts where textile 
fabrics are manul'actured, and an adecpiate idea of the ex- 
tensixe character of their output mav be gained from an 
inspection of their large and handsome three-story brick 
mill, a pictuie ol'xxhich appears ow another page, and in 
xvhich a large number of operatives are steadily employed 
at renumeratixe xxages. 

Isaac a. 1 1 all. — The subject of this sketch was first 
introduced to the light of dav on the 9th of October, i860, 
in the citx ol" Baterson, and he has resided here almost 
continuouslx c'xer since. llis bovhood davs were passed 
in much the usual manner, his fun loving disposition as- 
suring him ol' good times in those hours not spent in the 
public schools of the citx . in whose halls his earlv educa- 
tional teachings xxere received, supplemented by a thor- 
ough couise ol' practical business training in that excellent 
institution, Latimer's Baterson Business Colle<je. 

In the s})ring of tSj-ij. he entered the naval service of 
1 ncle !^am, and tor one vear served on the historical old 
war ship Constitution. V . S. S. Minnesota, &c. Seeing 
no j)iospect of anx considerable advancement, however, 
and the monotonous lite on shipboard becoming irksome 
to his energetic makeup, he sought the assistance of 
Bresident Maxes, and securin«_{ his sitjnature to the neces- 
^arx papers, he xxas honorablx discharged. 

I pon letuining lo his uatixe citv, his marked abilitv and 
eiiterprise tound a fruitl'ul field of labor in the business 
founded many xears before bx' his father, (who had died 
some time prex ions to this pei"iod) and under his skillful 
guidance the industrx has lisen to a prominence second 
to noue in its line. 

Peisonallx, Mr. Ilall is a <>entleman of ij^enial and en- 
tertaining manners, and while he makes business his first 
studv, he still linds time to i^leasantlv dischanjfe those 
social duties which are incumbent on him, and to take an 
active interest in Masonic and other aflairs. in whose cir- 
cles he is a j^rominent and j)o]Dular figure. 

Tin: Bar HOT K Flax vSpi\\i\(i Com pax v. — The Bar- 
bour familv have for a centurv been amoiiij the greatest 
linen manufacturers in the north of Ireland, their works at 
Lisburn, near Belfast, being amonji the lanyest of the kind 
in the world. Their establishment at that place is com- 
plete in itself. Not only is the flax subjected to everv pro- 
cess involved in the manipulation of the raw material from 
the crudest state, but the firm have immense machine 
shops of their own where they build all the machinery they 
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need oii either side of the Atlantic. For muny ye«r» they 
hitd mode large ^nlcs in Aniericn, Thomn^ ItHrbour hnv- 
ing charge of their New York house. The impuditiou ol' 
\ btrilTof 1S62 und the high rate of exchunge led them 
conceive the idea of esbihlishing it hninch of their im- 
Annse factories in AmeHcn, and looking abotit they con- 
cluded that Faterson was die most available place in which 
i^ie locate. Thomas and Suinncl Burbour curried the pro- 
ject into execution und in i8(»4 they hought the old Passuic 
rail! No. 2, formerly rim by John Colt for the weaving of 
line bhcetings and cotton duck, on Spruce street, opposite 
Oliver. The mill was n fine structure, though but a toy 
hunse compared to the mills at Lisbum. Here they em- 
ployed several hnndred hands and added continually to 
tiicir machinerv until the building could hold no more; 
ley enlarged it from time to time hut still they lacked 
Having bought the entire block bounded by 
iPrincc, Grand, Spring and Slater streets, they proctcdcd 
ill 1S77 to erect thereon one of the finest sjiccimens of mill 
architecture in New Jersey. It was fifty feet front on 
Grand street by two hundred feet deep and foiu" stories 
high. The engine and boiler house is a very upacions 
building, while the chimney, octagonal in shape, and re- 
lieved at frequent intervals by liglit-coloied belt courses 
,antl surmounted by a broad comiiic at an elevation of one 
llivndrcd and eighty feel, is omamentid as well as useful. 
'Sut it is the inside of the mill that impresses the visitor 
livith a sense of security and soliditj-. The stairways arc 
ill enclosed in solid brick walls and are themselves of 
ick and stone. Massive wrought iron beams span the 
iterior from side to side and on these are bnilt brick 
hich support the floois abo\e. These Hoors are 
bluestone flags, inclining from the centre to the side 
alls, so that they can be readily flushed with water, 
ich then runs off in gutters pro\ ideil for the purpose. 
'his is tlie style of eonstmclion throughout. The build- 
^t if not absolutely fireproof, is as nearly so as iht- iu- 
itiity ofman ean make it. It Ik nut easv In si-l- \vIii.'u' 
^ how a fire could make much headwav in -.[[ili ,1 iii!is-.i\i> 
rtnicturc with so little for the flames tn feed \.\\w\\. Hni 
Bax is a veiT inflammable article, aiul the danj^er of lire 
has been foreseen and provided against in other wait- in 
addition to making the building itself proof against flames. 
On each floor and on each side are laid patent spnnklers, 
SO constructed that at a certain degree of temperature they 
will open innunierable valves and throw nil over the room 
cupiuusjets of water propelled with all the force ihiit a 
head of one hundred and eighty feet can give. There arc 
other npphances also for throwing water into any part of 
the mill. The water is supplied from a pond on (Janet 
Mountain, one hundred and eighty feet above Grand street. 
This magnificent building had scarcely been occupied and 
stocked with mudiinery brought over from their works iiv 
Ireland before they act about doubling its giJtc, and in 1S7S 
iiM<le as lung again, so thnt it is no\v fiOy by four 
lundred feet in area, four stories high. In Fcbniary. 
i8j'9, the Spruce street mill was destroyed by fire. It was 



at once rebuilt in imitntion in all respects of the Grand 
street mill. Water and steam arc both used for |xtwer 
and botli mills arc heated bysteam. During the year 18S1 
they built another immense stone mill on Grand and Mor- 
ris streets, forty-eight by four hundred feet; the mill i» 
known as the Granite Mill, from the stone used in its con- 
struction. This mill is leased to a number of silk msnu- 
facturing concerns, 

VVithm four years afler establishing their mill in Pater- 
son, or in 1S68, they were making about fifty-two thouwnd 
pounds of shoe thread, saddlers' thread and gilling twitte 
every month — twenty-six tons of thread. Thev were iilao 
making about a ton of fine thread for the manufacture dT 
hose. In addition to this product they spooled four dtou- 
sand dozen spools monthly of the thread made by them in 
Ireland, and spooled seventy-five thousand pounds of tail- 
ors' thread, also made abroad. They now import the flux 
just as it conies into the market from the farms in the north 
of Ireland, where that crop has so long had its favorite 
home, and in their Paterson mills they hackle, dress, and 
spin it irilo all kinds of linen thread, shoe thread, sewing 
thread for t:Mlors" uses, fine twine, &c. They also dye and 
bleach it on their own premises. They spin thousand* of 
miles of thread every day, enough to put a girdle around 
the earth twice over. That means fifty thousand mile* 
daily. It is needless to say that they have the most IID- 
proved machinery to be had in the world. They have 
their principal store and office in New York city, with 
branch offices in Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
other cities. The business was originally in die name of 
the Barbour Brothers— Thomas, Robert an<i Samuel — bat 
in 1S66 they were incorporated as the Barbour Flax Spin- 
ning Company, and the industry has been carrieil on since' 
that date liy that corporation. The president is Robert 
Barbour; Thi.nias; Barbour was vice president and treas- 
urer until his cleath when his interest in the corpuratinn- 
was transferred to his son William. 

Thomas Bahbiu-r whs born on July 14, 1.S33, in4h» 
old family residence at Ilildon in Ireland. He became Ut. 
American citi/en in 1X49. He was a man genial in mttn- 
uer aiKl the very embodiment of liospitaUty and inlluciice| 
when any question arose demanding unusual energy Ke 
was never found unequal to the emei^ency of ihc chh. 
He manifested a force and vigor of character ditiicuU to 
op|>osc. He persistently refused public position but waft 
connected Intimately with miuiy public and private eiiteik> 
prises of importance. He was a member of the Commit 
Ice on Revenue Reform of the New York Chamber «f 
Commerce and is widely known in this country in connefr 
tion with his successful defence of his firm and goveriimeM 
on the infamous moiety system, and is recogni^ted as die 
one who, by his personal sacrifices and exertions, cnuNcd 
the abrogation ol a law which oHered a fifty per cent, 
premium on official irregularity and imposition. He de- 
livered a forcible and practical speech on the subject be- 
fore the New York Chamber of Commerce in 1S74 ami on 
Illc Inllnwing c\-ening at Steinway 1 lall ut a .speclul meet- 
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ing called for that purpose. Mr. Barbour subsequently 
proceeded to Washington and procured the passage of the 
bill abrogating the moiety system. Upon a subsequent 
visit to Belfast, Ireland, on October 29, 1S74, lie was ten- 
dered a public bancjuet by the merchants of Belfast and the 
province of L Ister, at which the Lord Mayor presided, in 
recognition of the important service he had rentlered to the 
importing trade of New York and capitalists in breaking 
down a system so unjust in principle. Mr. Baibour was 
the first president of the Paterson Board of Trade, a direc- 
tor of the Hanover National Bank, a director of the (iuard- 
ian Fire Insurance Company of \c\v \'ork, and a director 
of the Patersou «S: Ramapo railroad comj^aiiv. lie was 
president of the Bedford Manufacturing^ Coinj)an\ of New- 
ark and for ten vears a director of the Clark Thread 
Works of Newark, lie owned a la r^e amount ol 'propei 1\ 
in Paterson, including a tine residence on the corner ot' 
Straiijht street and l]roa(l\va\ . His sunnner residences 
were the Brookside Farm at Preakness and "W arien 
Point," the latter situated in Bergen Coimix. jusl aeioss 
the Broadwav bridge. Ai the latter place on ditleieiit oc- 
Ciisions he entertained (General (irant and otiiei- prominent 
citizens of this country. He was alwa\s re^ardcil a^ one 
of the most liberal minded and public spirited citi/eiis of 
Paterson. Flis death occurred at the lanjilx homestead in 
Ireland on lanuarv U), iSN^, and waslanRnted h\ all who 
had ever had the pleasure oi'his acipiaintance. 

The Dolphin Mami- \c rriM\(r Co. — This eompanv 
was incorporated in 1S.J3 under a s])ecial charier as the 
"American Hemp Company." but as it^ antecedents and 
its capital came from Scotland it was familiarx known as 
the '^Scottish Company." In I'ehruarx. iS|(). a^ its luisi- 
ness was making sail-canvas, the [)resenr name sn^L^eslixe 
of the sea was adopted. Jolin Tavloi Johnston. INij.. 
former President of the Cential K. i\. of W w biv^x, 
was one ol'the original incor{)oratois and i^ lo-(ia\ a (hue- 
tor and the largest stockholdei*. Alexande] I. \'an \est. 
Esq., of New \'ork city represents the- ne\l lar'_^est hoiihiii; 
and is also a director. The remaining diixctois arc- Rob- 
ert W. de Forest, Fsq.. counsel toi- the- Cential Kaihoad 
of New Jersey, and ^Ir. ( )tto T. Mannard and Mr. |. 
Herbert Johnston, who are rej)ecti\el\ president and \ ice 
president of the company. The manaL;er ol" the mill is 
^Ir. Henry Brown, formeily of Hnndee. Scotland. 

The property extends about IJ5 I'eet on Spruce street, 
near Oliver, and runs back nearly 6(j<j feet. The opera- 
tives number about Scx), nearly thiee-fourths of whom are 
Scotch and as Mr. Brown is a Scotchman, the term *'Scot- 
tish Company" might still be appropriately usetl. Both 
water-power and steam-power are used in inninng the 
mill, and an electric lighting system has entirely displaced 
gas. An ample storehouse was built last year to accom- 
modate the supply of raw material inq^orted from India, 
and the new machinery is being constantly added to 
replace the older and less productive patterns. Nearly 
5,cxx> tons of jute are manufactured each year in the 

''Dolphin" besides twine, for the grain fields, carpet 
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yarns, hemp carpets, napier mattings, upholsterers web- 
bings, canvas, burlap, sash cord, and miscellaneous twines. 
The present customs duty of twenty per cent, upon the 
raw jute has enabled Dundee conq^etition to interfere 
seriously with certain branches of the jute industry such as 
carpet varus, but hopes are entertained that Congress will 
soon remove this burilen so that America may obtain jute 
as cheaply as Scotlaiul and Canada. No jute is raised in 
this country. If such relief should be allbrded to the jute 
industry the i)ossibilities for mamd'acturintr will be srreat 
as the use of jute in various articles is increasing and rela- 
ti\elv few jute tioods are made in this country. 

The "Dolphin" as the j)ioneer jute null of America is 
keepin«4 pace with the progress i)f the times and each 
decade will find the growth and development of these 
mills closeU lollowing the growth and development of the 
I nited States. 

'V\\\. Roswri.i. HoimiN Ma.mii a ronv. — The Roswell 
Hohbin Mannl'actoiy, named after the late Roswell L. 
Colt, was established in February, iS^S, upon a conq^ara- 
ti\el\ small scale 1)\ Isaac Scull, John R. Dasrijers and 
W illiam Row. Alter the death of Mr. Scull in 1861 the 
bnsiiKss was continued by the surviving partners until the 
\ear iNSo. when, owing to the sickness ol* Mr. Row, the 
parlneisjiip was (lis>oi\ed and the business continued bv 
the present enterprising^- proprietor. Since then it has 
steadilx incre.ised and developed into one of the largest of 
its kind in the statt'. The factory occupied by Mr. Daif- 
gers has a Irontage on Ri\er street of fifty feet and on 
MulberiN street of i jo feet, two-thirds of which is a three- 
stor\ l)rlck bnlldin-^ and the remainder a two-story frame 
strnctnie. Inll\ eipiipped with inq^roved designs of wood- 
woiking machinLiy lor the manulacture of all kinds of 
silk. Cotton, nianilla. hemp, jute, tlax and woollen bobbins, 
spools and similar at tides nsed by manufacturers of textile 
fabrics. Ml. l)aL;mis also devotes esj)ecial attention to 
wood intninL; in all its branches and enq)lo\s from 2^ to 
:;() expel ieiiced and skilled o])eratives; his products are 
shi|)j)e(l (liiecl lo consnmer> and manufacturers of texHIe 
I'abiics in all se^tidiis ol" the Cuited States, and through 
jobbers, (kaleis and machine makers to all parts of the 
woild. • 

b'liN R- !)\<.oi.i:s was born in Preston, Lancashire, 
ICngland. on |nl\ 7, iSk^. He came to this country in 
March, i>'.^|. and in the same year began his apprentice- 
ship as machinist with Rogers, Ketchum iS: (irosvenor; 
he was subsecjuently enq)loyed at erecting cotton machin- 
ery in the south, notably in ^Alabama and (ieorgia, and su- 
perinteniled a mnnber of these plants tor some years. In 
i8(')S he was a|)pointed lay judge of the courts of Passaic 
County and served live years. He was again appointed 
to the same j)osition in 1S77 *''^^^ served another term of 
fi\e years. Mr. Daggers has always been one of the most 
prominent and public spirited citi/ens of Paterson. Pleas- 
ant in disposition, upright and fair in all his dealings he 
continually makes friends without ever losing any. As a 
Judge he was one of the most useful members of the 



bench ; he was ever ready to listen lo the plea for mercy 
ami no matter liow degrade d the criminal arrriigned licforc 
him Judge Daggers was ready to listen to a kind word fur 
him; his natural disposition inclined him to mercy and 
many convicted culprits owe to Judge Daggers the last 
chance which justice afTorded to enable ihcm to retrieve 
their lost reputations, 

FnRniiRicic Harding. — A prominent and progressive 
establishment in this city engaged in a useful and growing 
industry is that of Mr. Frederick Harding, a manufacturer 
of paper boxes. The imUistry wiis established in 187^ by 
Mr. Harding and he still maintains the supervision over 
the business assisted by his two sons, Albert James and 
William Frederick, who are both capubic and energetic 
young men, having a thorough knowledge of the various 
branches of the business acquired under the tutelage of 
their father. The premises occupied comprise the entire 
Btruclitre Nos. 200 and ao2 Straight street. The huilrling 
Is of brick, 40x90 feet and three stories high. It is fully 
equipped with the most improved machinery and appli- 
ances knovfn to the trade, including the patent box strip- 
ping machines which greatly facilitate the covering of 
boxes and the laying on of the paper with mathematical 
precision. Thirty expert operators are employed and the 
machinery is driven by steam-power Mr- Harding manu- 
factures all si^cs and different kinds of plain and fancy 
paper boxes, his outpot being unrivalled by that of other 
first-clu!s houses; he supplies a large number of factories 
in this city. New York. Newark, Passaic and other places. 
The cutting of blank Jacquard and Dohby cards for silk 
manufacturers and blank cards for carpet, damask and tap- 
estry manufacturers, in all sizes and qualities, is a special- 
ty and lis many as twenty tons of this material are turned 
out monthly. Of late years Mr. Harding has introduced 
great improvemciUs in the methods of paper box manu- 
fucturing, botii as regards the rapidity with which boxes 
are produced as well as the increased beauty of the style 
and designs, Mr. Harding promptly gives estimates for 
any 6l>lc or size of boxes, either plain or fancy, in any de- 
sired number and colors. The capacity of tlic faclorv is 
from three to ten thousand boxes a day niul all orders arc 
fillfd at the shoilcst notice. 

Frkdkrilk Hahdino was horn in Metksham, Will- 
ehirc. England, on February y. 1846. He attended the 
public schools of his native place until he was thirteen 
years of age. He then came to this country with his 
brother Alfred, and went to Rockville, Conn,, where he 
worked in the woollen mills until he was seventeen years 
of age. His brother James had enlisted in the Union 
army and came home on a thirty days furlough, having 
served two years and five months. Before this furlough 
expired Mr. Frederick Harding had enlisted in the same 

i^imcnt. which had been raiseil in Hartford, and went to 

B front, his enthusiasm in the cause of the L'nion being 

a strong that he did not wait until hie brother accompan- 

ffcd him. He was one of the youngest volunteers in the 

yiirmy. He served under Generals Hntler and Ord iind 



look part in the engagements near Richmond and Petcrs- 
hurgh. He remained in senice until the close ol the war 
and was discharged in October, 1S65. Neither he nor his 
brothers sustained any wounds. At tlie close of the war 
Mr. Harding returned to England on a visit; his mother 
had died in the mean time; his father died when Mr. 
Harding was but six years oi age. While in England he 
was married to a former schoolmate of hia. He brought 
his bride with him to this country and returned to Rock- 
ville, ■where he again found employment in the woollen 
mills. Afler working for a few months, in 1867, he went 
to Newark. N. J., where he worked for some time at G\e 
cutting and wrench making, after which be was employed 
in a paper box factory. In 1S74 be came to Paterson and 
started in business as a paper box manufacturer. His en- 
ergy and industry, supplemented by excellent bu^ness 
quatificalions, ensured his success, and he stands to-day 
prominent among the manufacturers and public spirited 
citizens of Paterson. He is well known for his pleasant 
and genial manners. He has a fine suburban residence at 
Haledon, an illustration of which appears on another 
page. 

Paterson, Drain, St£WKR and Wkll Pipe Works. — 
This establishment is located at Nos, 1 iS to 128 Park ave- 
nue, and is owned by Mr. Joseph Sharpe It is one of 
the foremost establishments of its kind in Paterson, its suc- 
cess being due to the energy and excellent business qualiR- 
cations of its proprietor. 

It is only about twenty years since cement drain pipe 
was first introduced to the public, and though it has met 
with the natural opposition that any new and important 
invention always meets, it has steadily gained in popular 
favor, until to-day its manufacture has become a very im- 
portant industry ; in fact, the extent to which it has been 
used under the most severe tests of exposure, has so satis- 
factorily proven its durability that manufacturers have been 
led to mould this cement into other useful articles, nmon^ 
which ij^i\y bu mcntitmcd horse blocks, flagging for side- 
walks, copings, sills, lintels, curbings, etc.. for all of 
which purposes and many others its practical utility has 
been thoroughly tested. 

This branch of industry is prominently repre;entcd in 
Paterson by Mr. Joseph Sharpe, who has conducted the 
manufacture of cement drain, sewer and well pipe here 
since 1S65. with aunually increasing success. The manu~ 
facturiug plant covers about one acre, upon which is erect- 
ed a two story frame factory, which is cquipi^ed with M 
necessary appliances for the work in hand, from ten to 
twenty workmen being employed in the manufacture of 
the product. These works are the most extensive of the 
kind in the State and enjoy a reputation second to none for 
the style and quality of the product. 
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part of the proprietor of these works have resulted in great 
improvemenLs, both in quality and design. Mr, Sharpe 
has obtained n patent on the processes of mamufacturing 
cement pipe, which greatly adds to the quality of the pipe 
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made by this establishment, this process not being used by 
any other manufacturers in the country. In the manufac- 
ture of this cement pipe, Portland cement is used exclu- 
sively, making a pipe of great strength in a few days ; the 
older the pipe is the harder it grows, eventually becoming 
as hard as the hardest rocks ; it is warranted to last as long 
as the earth in which it is laid. 

For drainage of every kind, acid and acid washes, or in 
short liquid matter of whatsoever description, these cement 
pipes are the best in the market. 

The trade of this house extends througrliout a radius of 
one hundred miles of Patcrson. on the several railroad con- 
nections, where agencies have been estahlislieel antl stocks 
of greater or less dimensions are can led in store. 

Isaac D. Blauvelt. — The Blaiivelt family resided in 
Rockland County, N. Y., at an early date. 'J'honias I>hiu- 
velt, the great-grandfather of the svibject oflhih sketch, was 
a justice of the peace of that countv for many vears and 
transacted a large amount of public Inisiness. He re- 
moved to Pompton, Passaic County, N. J., at an early 
period, where he operated a grist-mill and en^a^ed in a<;- 
ricultural pursuits. His son Daniel succeeded him at the 
same place and followed the same line ot' l>usiness. 

Isaac D. Blauvelt was l)orn on Scj:)teinl)er 6, iSjy. His 
father was a shoemaker l)y trade and I'ollowed that {pursuit 
in the city of Nevvaik for several years. Mr. iJlanxelt re- 
ceived only an ordinary Eni^lish education and at the ai^e 
of sixteen began to learn the trade of carriage niakinj^ with 
Isaac Riker, ot Little Falls. After al)()Ut a \eai he enter- 
ed the employ of John Gardner, ofXiwark, and a short 
time afterwards of Joiin D. Ilo«^^an, ot' Paterson, with 
whom he finished his apprenticeshij) and remained two 
years. He then went to work in the carshons ol the Pat- 
erson & Hudson River railroad, which stood on the pres- 
ent site of St. John's Catholic church, w heie he leniained 
two vears in the wood working de|)ai tinent. He then es- 
tablished the carriage business in a small wax in Arch 
street, near North Main. He remained at this point for 
about four vears and succeetled hy close application to bus- 
iness in building up considerable trade and in niakiiiL^^ a 
reputation for himself in connection with the manulactuie 
of carriages. Owing to the necessity tor increased facili- 
ties for manufacture he removed his estal)lishinent to River 
street, nearly opposite the Passaic Hotel, where he re 
mained for a number of years. In iS6o he removed t(^ the 
corner of Market and Prince streets and continuetl at that 
point until 1S65, when he was burned out, and iiaving no 
insurance, suffered a loss of about seven thousand dollars. 
In the same year he purchased from the Society for I'^stab- 
lishing Useful Manufactures the site of his present tactory 
on Paterson street and erected the building. He has since 
been engaged in the general manufacture of carriages and 
sleighs of all kinds at that point and has the largest estab- 
lishment of that kind in Passaic County. lie does a good 
class of work and is carrying on a large and successful bus- 
iness. 



Mr. Blauvelt has confined his labors closely to his busi- 
ness and engaged but little in public afl'airs. At the same 
time, while no aspirant after political preferment, he has 
been called by his fellow citizens to fill several positions of 
importance. He represented the North Ward in the 
Board of Education for three vears, and was a member of 
the Board when the present school system was organized. 
He was alderman from the same ward for two years and 
filled that position at the breaking out of the war. He also 
represented the Third District of Passaic County in the 
State legi5:lature for two years. 

William L. Ba.mbkk. — The business conducted by this 
gentleman cannot be better described than by the tollow- 
ing extract tVom the Scientific American : —*'The leading 
house in Pateison, N J., and probably in the State, en- 
gaged in the manufacture of all kinds of marble and gran- 
ite w(nk is Mr. William L. Bamber, of 30, 32 and 34 
\\'il!is street The business was originally established by 
Mr. Da\ id B. Hamher in iS^j, and after his death, which 
occurred in 1875, his son, Mr. William L. Band)er suc- 
ceeded to the business, when the present style of the firm 
was adopted. Mr Bamber is regarded as an artist in his 
piotession, and some of the finest work as seen at the 
Cedar Lawn Cemetery and elsewhere emanates from his 
establishment. As an instance special reference may be 
made to a monument erectetl in memory of his father. It 
is a magnificent piece of sculpture representing a life size 
tiguie of Mr. I)a\ id Bamber in ])ure while marble, resting 
on a j)edestal ol eight feet in height. It forms one of the 
great attractions of Cedar Lawn Cemetery. Mr. Bamber 
gives attention to all kinds of monumental work, and at 
his atelier may be seen beautiful specimens of monuments, 
headstones, statuary and niemorials, all of tasty designs 
vAu\ eml)0(l\ing artistic conception to a high degree. His 
studio anil workshop is well arranged and eqm'pped with 
a variety of \aluablc appliances. A considerable force of 
ai tisans are eiujdox ed all under his personal supervision. 
It is the aim to furnish strictly first-class work at reasona- 
ble i^rices. so that the public taste m^^v be both gratified 
and educated. An acti\e business is beintj done, with a 
tendenc\ to inciease. 1 )esigns and estimates are supplied 
whcne\er rc(|uiied. Mr. Bamber, it may be stated, is a 
gentleman in the ])rime of life, a thorough artist and an 
able busines> man ; his success is the natural consequence 
of the UKmitc'station of ability, intelligence and integrity, 
and the genuine courtesy which is extended to all is 
another factor ot the greatest importance." 

Tine lIiNCHi.ii IE Bkkwing a\i) Malting Co.mpa.w. 
— This company was incorporated the first day of May of 
the present year, the members of it being tlie same as com- 
posed the brewing and malting firm known in this city for 
years as Hinchlifie Brothers ; they are the three sons of the 
founder of the old Kagle Brewery, who began business in 
the year 1861. In that year Mr. John Hinchlifie lea.sed the 
old ''Archie" Graham brewery ; having a practical knowl- 
ed;ie of brewing he established the business under the title 
of Hinchlifie & Co. ; he subsequently associated himself 



with Mr. John Shaw, a fctlow countryman, and after- 
wanJs ii leading nnd pDpiilnr citizen. The lensc having 
expirerf Mr Grahuin reconimenccJ business and the firm 
of Hhichliftb & Co eslablishecl an agency for Cox's then 
celebritcd ales, until ihey could i-recl a snitable brewery 
for themselves. In 1S67 the present Eagle ale and porter 
tWewerv was built; the}' then admitteil a new mr^niber to 
itiK firm, Mr. Thomas B. Penrose, also an Englishman 
from Yorkshire, an experienced practical brewer and con- 
'Cedud to be one of the best brewers in the United States at 
that lime; the lirm name w;ts then changed to Shaw, 
Hinchlttfe & Penrose Each member was suited to his par- 
ticular department and the concern did a thriving and suc- 
cessful business In 1S73 lo meet Ihc requirements of 
Jheir increasing trade and to enable them to insure a con- 
■tnnt supply of (he best mall they erected the extensive 
malt house which stands in the rear of the properly; it is 
a massive brick struclui'e 150x^5 feet, six stories high, with 
BUtfid roof; a switch from the New York, Lake Erie & 
Wolcrn Railroad runs into the building where arc un- 
.loiMded thousands of bushels of birley d:iily coming from 
Canada, New York Stale and western points : the ciipacity 
of this house, which is the only one in this vici'iity, is over 
6n6 hundred and lifty thousand bushels of mall per season ; 
it is one of the most substantial and best equipped malt 
llouses in the State ; it issupplied with the best well water, 
free from lime and other objectionable ingredients, and 
deseives the widespread reputation it has of producing the 
finest malt. This department is under the efficient man- 
agement of Mr. Henry Gdey, for years maltster at the PI, 
B. Manning malt houses in BuH'alu. 

I11 the year 1S7S Mr. Penrose retire.! from the i\rm. 
the original parties, Shaw & Hinchliftl-, buying out his 
interests and leaving his pupil, Mr. VVilliuin F. HinclditVe, 
itl charge of the brewing deparlment. 

In 18S1 Mr. Shaw was compelled to go abroad for his 
heHlth, but instead of improving he gradually became 
worse and died 

This left the founder of the business alone and under the 
firm name of John Hinchltffe he conducteil a very success- 
ful business until his death, September 1st, 1SS6, he then 
being in his sixtieth year ; he was buried at the Holy Sep- 
ulchre Cemetery, his remains being borne to their Inst rest- 
ing pince, in compliance with his request, by his oldest and 
most trusted employees. He bad been all through his life 
A btrd working man, strictly honest, conscientious and be- 
nevolent ; he left two daughters and three sons, his wife 
having died a few years before ; he was devotedly attached 
to his family and during the sickness before his death as- 
signed and deeded all his real and personal property to 
them ; the brewery property he gave to his sons, John, 
William F., and James C. who shortly after their father's 
death began business under the firm name of HinchlilTc 
Brothers. 

These young men, having been trained up by their 
father in the diflercnt deparlnH-ntb of malting and brew- 
ing, were thus properly filled to continue the business and 



bcg.in, firmly keeping in view the good business example 
of their father. Having retained the reputation made by 
their predecessors up lu this for fine ales and porters, th«ir 
"Original B" especially being noted, and knowing that the 
demand was increasing for the popidar cool lager beer, 
they resolved to accede lo their customers' wishes and add 
to iheir already extensive plant n model l.iger beer brew* 
ery. With this end in view they consulted the well known 
firm of Charles StoU & Son, brewery architects of Brook- 
lyn, who soon had plans and specifications drawn for ^he 
largest brewery of its kind in the city; with their usuRt 
push and energy they immediately began to tear down oW 
buildings and prepare for the new and model ones. 

After eight months had gone by they had completed Ifae 
lager beer brewery which is shown in the engraving oa 
taken from the front elevation of the architect's plans. 
The stoi-age and brew-house is five stories high, built of brick 
and iron trimmed with granite from the Mount AduRiR 
Granite Co. In Ihe rear is a three-story ice factory 
in which there is one of the De la Vergne ice machioM 
with a capacity of 6i tons, which besides being capable ot 
refrigerating the entire plant is able to supply a large 
amount of artificial ice; it is the most improved machine 
and is used M-ith the '-direct" system. These buildings 
and two smaller ones constilute the lager beer brewcfy, 
which is saiil to be the heaviest building in the city; the 
iron work, of which there is a large amount, was conlractr 
ed bv the Watson Machine Works and t.ie Passaic Rolling 
Mill. The copper work contained inside was also a Urge 
contract, being executed by August Roos's Sons, copper- 
smiths of \cw York. 

The casks, tanks, tubs. &:c . which are necessary in > 
well regulated brewery that the beer may have the proper 
age. were erected by Smith & Son, of Philadelphia, and J. 
Schwaritwalder S Sons, of New York ; Mr. David Heniy, 
of Palcrson, carpenter and builder, and Mr. Samuel Ril^, 
mason, also of Patersnn. have the gratification of looking 
upon a beautiful structure buill largely by their hands. 

The capacity of brewing is :ibout 75,000 barrels per 
year. The brewery is under the direct supervision of the 
company, which is composed of |ahn IlinchlifTe, president; 
William F. Hinchlifle, vice president, and Jamea C. 
Hinchliffe. secretary and treasurer, who own equal st»ta> 
of stock. I 

Besides the brewing and malting business ihey are Uii' 
lerested in several land companies, and are generally actite- 

TiiK Pateksov Coxsoi.idatmd Brewing Company — 
During the year 1SS9 representatives of an English syndl*- 
cale made overtures to a number of the brewers in Pater- 
son to purchase their entire establishments for the purpose 
of forming a stock company and disposing of the stock in 
England. After long and tedious negotiations ihe project 
fell through, hut il had not been without fruit. The nego- 
tiations had brought the brewers closer together and they 
recognized the benefits to be derived from concerted .icttoa 
among men having an identity of interests. The result 
was the formation of the Paterson Consolidated Bi ewing 
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Company by the proprietors of four of the largest brewer- 
ies in the city. The company now owns the breweries 
formerly under the personal management of Christian and 
Louis Braun, Sprattler & Mennell, James A. Graham & 
Co. and the Katz Brothers. These <rentlemen now share 
with each other the enormous advantages to be derived 
from large purchases, a general surveillance of the busi- 
ness under one management and the ninnerous other bene- 
fits derived bv an amaljjamation of interests. The officers 
of the company are the following: Bernard Katz, presi- 
dent ; Philip Katz, first vice president; James A Graham, 
second vice president ; Christian Mcnncll, treasurer ; Louis 
F. Braun, secretary; Christian Braun, general brewer. 
Followino; are sketches of the various breweries owned bv 
the consolidated company : — 

The Braux Bkewerv of tiii: Paikkson Consoli- 
dated I^KKWiNG CoMPAXV. — In iS^;; Mr. Christian 
Braun, father of Messrs. Christian and Louis F, Ibann. 
started a brewery on the corner of Hraun and Marshall 
streets and conducted the business with incrcasiii<j^ trade 
and success until the year 1870, when he leased th«' busi- 
ness to Sprattler & Mennel. Mr. Braun died in i.S-6 and 
his sons took pos.session of the business. rhe\ wore 
young men of excellent business qualitications, liberal an<l 
pleasant, and they soon built up a business second to none 
in the city. The brewery was increased until they ha<l a 
structure 75x200, three stories high, equipped with all the 
latest improved appliances for the ])ro(luction of a snpeiior 
grade of lager beer ; the capacity of the brewerv is 6(),(xx) 
barrels per year. Every facility and advantai^e, which 
■long experience and a thorough knowledge ot" the business 
could bring to bear, was used, aiul all the opeiations of the 
business were conducted under the immediate supeis ision 
•of the proprietors, who are cxi^erienced and practical 
brewers. In 188S a 25-ton ice machine was put in and 
this was supplemented after the consolidation had taken 
place, by a 50-ton ice machine. At present woik is in 
progress for the erection of a new brew house, live stories 
high, 42x44, built of brick and orniunented with brown 
stone. A handsome malt tower, having a capacitv ot ten 
thousand bushels of malt, will surmount the building 
which will be one of the finest and most costly in the citv. 
From the ground to the top of the tower is a distance of 
144 feet. The brewery when completed will have a ca- 
pacity of 150,000 barrels of beer per annuin An engiav- 
ing of the building as completed is presented on page 181. 
On the opposite side of the street are the stables where the 
twenty horses used in the business are housed. 

The Sprattler & Mennell Brewerv of the Pat- 
ERSON Consolidated Brewing Company. — Mr. (iustav 
Sprattler and Mr. Christian Mennell established the brew- 
ing of lager beer in Paterson in 1870, having leased the 
brewery up to that time operated by Mr. Christian Braun 
Here they laid the foundations for the splendid trade subse- 
quently controlled by the house. In 1876 they took pos- 
session of a new brewery, which they had erected for the 
purpose and which at that time had a capacity of 8,000 



barrels per annum. In the succeeding years enlargements 
of the plant were made and new buildings erected until the 
brewery is one of the most complete in all respects in New 
Jersey, having a capacity of 40, (xx) barrels per anmmi. 
The plant covers an area of 185x200 feet, upon which are 
erected ice houses, brewery and malt houses, store houses, itc. 
It is equipped with all the latest improved machinery and ap- 
pliances. In 18S7 a J^-ton ice machine was added, being 
the first of itskindinthecity of Paterson. Mr. Sprattler tiled 
in October, iS8^,and the business was conducted bv his estate 
and bv Mr. Mennell until the consolidation took place in 
1S90. when the interest of the Spialller estate was absorb- 
ed bv the company. Owing to the great scarcity of ice 
the consolidated company concluded to erect an ice plant 
and for this purpose a brick addition, 50x65, w^as added to 
the brew'er\ . In this building was placed a 5o-ton ice ma- 
chine which has i)i()dnced thiit\ t<^ns of ice a day for some 
time, the ice beini^ used bv the \arious brewers, when they 
stood in need of an\ in addition to their respective ice 
j)lants. and is seived to the customers of the consolidated 
compan\'. 

riii: ( Ji! \ii \M BKr.wiKN 01 rill-: Pa riousoN Consoli- 
I) \ I i:i) l>Ki.wi\(. CoMi'ANN. — .Xmong the most experi- 
ence<l brewers in the Stale is Mr. James A. (iraham. 
He was emi)lo\i'd in a brewerv earlv in his lite and learn- 
ed the business thoron^hb in every ilepartment. lM)r nine 
\ears he was snperintendeul ol* a large brewery in Pater- 
son and in 1SS7 he concluded to go into business for him- 
self. I'or this pnr])«)sr he purchased a tract of land Iving on 
Cedar street and running iVom Straight street to Ramapo 
a\eiuie. This L^axc him a \(.'i\ desirable location, being 
in the centre of the city and adjoining the tracks of the 
New ^'ork. Lake I.rie tV: Westi-rn railroad. On this he 
erected a substantial brewei v ha\ ing all the modern apj)li- 
ances and machinei\ . Tlu' bnildiug is three stories high, 
built of brick and has a frontage of.|o feet and a depth of 
loolei't. The engine and boiler house is separate from 
the main bnilding and its dimensions are 2^x30 feet. The 
stable attached to the brewer\ is 40x60. All that was 
needed to make the project a success was a supplv of pure 
water and this was obtained bv the sinking of an artesian 
well. A number of \ erv deej) wells had been previously 
sunk in \arious paits of the city and all had yielded an 
abundant supply of j)ure watei", so that the sinking of the 
well was not an experiment. Mr. (iraham's business was 
a success from the start, just what his friends had antici- 
pated. He had the knowledge, the energv and the neces- 
sary business (jualitications and was in possession of a well 
ecpupped brewery. The demand for the product of the 
brewerv at once taxed the rescnu'ces to their fullest extent 
and there has not been an idle dav at the establishment 
since it was started. In addition to a large home trade 
Mr. Graham soon built up a trade outside of the city until 
his ales and porter are well known throughout this part of 
the State. 

The Bi'RTON Brewerv of the Paterson Consoli- 
dated Brewing Company. — No industry has ever met 
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with more remurkable success than the industry of Philip 
and Bernnrd Katz, who for a number of years conducted 
tl)€; brewing business under ihe firm name of Kat/ Broth- 
ers. It was more by accident than by design that they em- 
barked in the brewing business but iince engaged in it 
they gave to it all their energy and attention and they soon 
ranked among the most successful and best known brew- 
ing firms in the country. They began brewing in July, 
l8i'7, on the corner of Godwin and Bridge streets, where 
their capacity was twenty-five barrels per day. The only 
difficulty they experienced was that they could not supply 
the demand for their product. While they were contem- 
plating the erection of a new brewerj' or looking for some 
way in which their establishment could be increased so as 
tQ meet all the demands made upon it the Burton brewery 
was oflered for sale. This brewery had been erected only 
« very few years: it stood on Straight and Governor 
fitrcels and had been built by the Burton Brewing Com- 
pany, an organization composed of men of means who, 
however, had had very little experience in the particular 
line of business in which they found themselves engaged. 
Dissensions among the stockholders and other difiiculties 
arose and the eompan\ finally resohed to go into liquida- 
tion. They owned one of the finest breweries in the State ; 
no expense had been spared in its erection and equipment, 
but even with all these advantages the business proved a 
failure and the company was glad to find a purchaser. A 
wonderful change came over the order of things when 
KatK Brothers took possession. They thorou-jhlv under- 
Btood tite business in which they were eng:if;ed and in 
place of dissensions came perfect unity. Sunn even this 



large brewery became too small for the demand. It was. 
purchased in iSSj and since then not a twelvemonth ha* 
passed that did not see some material additions and im- 
provements. Their XXX and Canada Mall Ale and cither 
brands were in such demand wherever they had been in- 
troduced tliat the firm soon found it necessary to open 
stores in New York and other cities and thei 
brewers ceased being provincial or local and became na- 
tional. From all parts of the United States came orderB 
for Kalz Brothers' ales and [wrters. Having met with this 
almost phenomenal success in the brewing of ales and por- 
ter they concluded in iS8S to undertake the brewing of la- 
ger beer and for this puqwse erected a substantial add itioa 
to their already large establishment. Their experience iik 
the brewing of beer was a repetition of their prcvic 
perience. From a small beginning in twelve years the 
Katz Brothers found themselves in possession of a busineu. 
for which an English syndicate offered a round million Of ' 
dollars. Their brewery has a frontage of 200 feet on 
Straight street. 300 feet on Governor street and 300 feet 
on Harrison street; it has an annual capacity of 130.OOO 

There is one feature which has been remarkably proii]> 
inent in this firm and which has undoubtedly contributed it 
great deal towards their success and that is the unity ift 
which the two members of the firm act together. They 
are bulb actiiu and enteiprising but the undertaking of one , 
i il\'. p. - 'iiuil by the other. Their purposes are alwi^» 
II .1 III the execution of themeach takes an eqiiil ** 

- ' ill .aflection and unity was never better e)p 

iiiiiiH i- ■: ii .1-1 ill the firm of Katz Brothers. Their m '' '' 
ayid S^. siill ;uti\e au.l clicerfu), resides with them. 
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230 




fiy-l^J^: 



asi 




238 




JOHN CHEYNE. 



233 




JAMES CROOKS. 



234 




235 




236 




ANDREW DERROM. 



237 




ROBERT M. E KINGS. 



239 




SIDNEY FARRAR. 



240 




241 




GARRET A. HOBART. 



242 




RESIDENCE OF MR. JAMES A. M0RRIS9& 



243 




GEORGE G. HALSTEAD. 



244 




THE LATE THOMAS D. HOXSEY. 



246 




T. F. HOXSEY. 




JOHN Ti HILTOf*. 



347 




LESLIE MENGER. 



249 




ROBERT I. HOPPER. 



250 




I. O 



251 




M. HOUMAN. 



353 




RESIDENCE OF MR. JAMES INGLIS, JR. 



253 




JAMES INGLIS, JR. 



254 




257 




CHARLES M. KING. 



258 





RESIDENCE OF MR, WILLIAM T. RYLE. 



263 




GEORGE W. LATIMER. 



264 




265 




266 



-1 




RESIDENCt OF MR. FRANCIS K. McCULLY. 



267 




FRANCIS K. McCULLY. 



268 




269 




SAMUEL NATHAN, 



270 




JAMES W. MCKEE, 



271 




FLOR1AN 0BOR5KI. 




RESIDENCE OF MR. WILUAM NELSON. 



275 



'X- •■'■ 




THE LATE CHARLES R- PELGRAM. 



276 




277 




ARTHUR B. PEAftCE. 



878 




279 




'liiifc'iiii'V^ :-'^iBwW(iii<>foiiB5aMtev.*i«ti 



T. W. RANDALL. 



280 




28-1 




JOHN REYNOLDS, 



38S 




P. H. 8H1ELDS. 



283 




T, C. SIMONTON. 



284 




FRANCIS SCOTT. 



285 




S. S. SHERWOOD. 



286 




/lEW ON ELLISON STREET EAST OF COLT STREET, 



287 




WILLIAM M. SMITH 



289 




290 




291 




JOSEPH TOWELL, 



292- 




TME LATE SOCRATES TUTTLE. 



393 




THE LATE HENRY A. WILLIAMS. 



294 




FRANK VAN CLGVE. 



^ 



295 




ALFRED A. VAN HOVENBERQH. 



-389 




p. D WESTERVELT, 



297 



.TV> V->f»-F.- 




JAMES WILSON. 



298 




RESIDENCE OF MR. MC03 VMLOER. 



299 




JOHN J. WARREN. 



300 




A BUSINESS BLOCK ON MARKET BTRCET. 



QOd 




GEORGE WURTa 



302 





ili 


M 


w 

i^.' 









303 




I 





Biographical. 



Ill' 







JJdwaho T. Belt, wms \h>yu in Sliinhopc, X. |.. on 
^5r7 March 26^ i*^4.v ^^^^ i'ainily suhsctiucntly w- 



^^^^k moved to Branchvillc, Sussex county, \\ lu'ic Ik- 
enjoyed the advantafj^es of a district school. In iSiu) he 
graduated at the Collegiate Institute in Newton. \. |. 
Earlv in his life he showed an incHnation foi- the hu^ine^^ 
of banking aiul at the age of seventeen he entered tlie ein- 
plov of the bank at Hackettstown. \. j. With chaiacter- 
istic enertrv he devoted liiniseh' to the stu(l\ ol the llieoi \ 
as well as the practice of banking, and was lewarded hy 
rapid advancement. In the sj^ring of iS/)| Ik accepted 
the appointment of teller in the then IJank ol' jei>ey C ii\. 
now the Second National Hank of jersex Lit\. In the 
same vear he was elected cashier of iIk- kiist \ali«)nal 
Bank of Taterson, which was at that tiuK- reorganizing. 
His practical knowledge ol' the detaiU of the imsiiu-ss 
made his selection a verv foitunate one loi- the h.ink. In 
1874 he severed his connection with the hank in oi<Kr to 
e!K»-a<re in mercantile pursuits in New \ 01!. oi\. lie cou- 
tinned as one of the directors of ih.r ! aiil. . and m 1 j \\a^ 
elected vice president. in i Nn :; he a'^aiii iiiic-red the ac- 
tive service of the bank, resninin^ ilu- dc-^'k anJ ihi'.ie- iie 
had voluntarily relinquished several \eiis hcioii. T'lning 
his mercantile career in New ^ ork he \isiu.l Mm. .p. on 
several occasions on important hn^liK-^s e« 'inucted w iih I'le 
tirm of which he was a ineinhei-. lie was ehaiiiinan ol 
the New Tersev state connnis.slon to the I'ari-- i'.xjio^iiion 
of 187S, and had charge of the arraiigeinenis for the han- 
cjuet tendered to General (irant. llis relations with the 
Connnissioner ( Fcneral of the I r.ited Stales were cordial 
and conhdential, he being frccpiently entrusted with duties 
connected with the administration of the American section. 
Mr. Bell is well known as a man of public spirit, always 
readv and willing to assist in any movement tending to the 
advancement of Paterson. His services in connection with 
the erection of the Church of the Redeemer were very 
valuable ; as one of the Commissioners of Parks he has 
labored diliircntlv and faithfullv. He devotes considerable 
time to public atlairs, in which he is warmly interested, 
and while always declining public otlice he is ever willing 
to aid bv his advice and etibrts every good cause which 

may prove of benefit to the people. 
35 



Di.W 11 r C. pK)i.r()\ was l)orn June i6th, 184S, at 
Kahwav. N. I. At lour \ears of ajje he removed with 
his lather to the Cit\ of Patcrson, where he has continued 
to reside. At an eail\ age he became an employee in a 
cotton factorv . I lis father was superintendent and had 
\er\ L'\tensi\e expeiience in the manufacture of cotton fab- 
rics. Ihit \()ung Bolton, not satisfied with the limitations 
snironnding his jxtsitlon. resolved to enter upon a task at 
once nioic' congenial to his taste and hopeful for the future. 
lie hegan to ^tndy law. With the superb advantages that 
most students enio\ . the study of the law is the natural 
sc<pience follow in'4 life at college and preceding life in the 
world. But wit!i Mr. Bolton, it was diflerent, indeed. 
llis liic was not Hushed with such roseate tints. He 
stu<lied law at night for two \earsand worked in the fac- 
toi\ duiiir_: the da\ . I'inalU' to the re^rret of all with 
\\hoin he dail\ worked, he gave up his employment to 
complete his siinhe^ in the olhce of his preceptcn*, prej^ar- 
at«»i\ to his -ij^prKai i' >n I'or adndssion to the bar. At the 
June t^im ^ >\' the ^np'Line Court, 1881, he received his 
licci;sr t'< practice a- an attornev-atdaw, and three vears 
lau I a! ike jmu teiiii of the same Court he was admitted 
to practice as a couiis^dlor-at-hiw. Mr. Bolton is a Re- 
puhkuaii. a!id a \ ei\ piominent member of his partv in the 
C' imt\ i.\ Tasvii^. lU sei\ed for manv vears upon the 
r.\LCuti\e Committee of i!k' countv. He was elected an 
Assrm! d\ riiau in iSSp and again in 188^. His voice and 
\ote were alwa\s with the riuht. He ranj^ed himself with 
the ])eoi)le and the promises that he made before election 
he faitht'ully kept. He is remembered gratefully by all his 
old associates in the Assend)Iv. for having injected into 
manv a cold debate the warming influence of his wit. 



* 



Toiix T. BiU)WN was born in New York citv in 181 7. 
When he was five years of age his parents removed fron> 
New \'ork and settled in Baterson, where his father en- 
gaged in the grocery business. John J. attended school 
until he was thirteen years of age, when he became a clerk 
in a dry goods store. He went to New York in 1834 and 
effected an engagement as clerk with James La Tourette, 
at that time a noted manufacturer of furs and cloth ca- s^ 
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I ill whose employ he coiitiinied for three vearfi. In this 

P «nijjlwymeiit he [lassed (he winter of iS;j(j-7 iiv New ()r- 

Wlieu he i-etiirned to New York in Miiy, iS;5j, he 

I fitund that hie employer had failed, having gone down in 

the great tinaiicJal storm of tiiat year, which carried with 

■ft Uie United States bankK, together with many of the large 

Add flniall establishments of the day. This fiiihirc prevent' 

^d him from entering into business for himself, as he 

Jrjotbei'wise would have done, and he accordingly returned 

Lto Paterson. He then again found employment as a clerk 

fjln a dry goods store and a few years later succeeded to his 

Er's grocery business. He continued the latter until 

Et844, when be changed his vocation and embarked in the 

lory goods business. This venture proved a veiy success- 

il one and he continued in it until 1867. At the close of 

^iis mercantile career he had a large establishment on M.tin 

md had built up the most extensive business of the 

&ind in the city. He then devoted his talents to larger 

rejects and became one of the most prominent men of 

s city. His connection with the First Nation^il Hank, 

itritb the Savings Institution, with the Cedar Lawn Cemc- 

^ Company, with the Paterson and Passaic Horse Uail- 

i Company, and the large share of work which he has 

bme towards making Paterson one of the most flourisliinj; 

1 the country are told on other pages. No inipur- 

K>nt step has ever been taken in the improvement of the 

fcity without his valuable advice and assistance. Wla^n 

"JitcrEon was oi^anized Mr. Brown was chosen one of the 

lembers of the Board of Aldermen, and he was re-elected 

) that position while absent in Europe. In [S^4 lie was 

"Bctc'd the first Mayor of the city, but at the expiration of 

(ii> term he persistently declined a re-election. During 

fl Mayoralty he projected and caiTicd out the measure 

r paving the sidewalks, which before this time had been 

Itlmost entirely neglected. It was also dnrhig his conuec- 

'ton witli tlie city government that the lirst sewer was c<m- 

ticted. In 1856 he was induced to accept the Repiihli- 

H nomination for the Legislatuic and was elerU-d. i Ic 

WiVed in the Assembly for one year ami this L-Jused liis 

icial career, as since that time he has iniuriably declined 

UoSJces which have been tendered to liitn. A recent 

riter says very properly of Mr. Ilrown : "He is a 

gpntleinan of very active, enei-gelic temperament, syste- 

mttc and practical in everything that he does, courteous 

ud polite in demeanor to all and as a business man and 

^ok director has no superior. His earnest spirit anti 

le in executive management make him invaluable 

K A co-worker in all enterprises. He avoids ostentation 

n every particular, and is as discreet and practical in all 

^S btstcH as he is reliable in his character. Socially he is 

d for his genial traits, kindness of heart and steadfast- 

ICSS in the discharge of all moral and religious duties." 



John t\ UL'CKi.fc 
t&p, the second 



11 Paterson on February. 
avor Benjamin Uuckley, 



He was educated in the public and private schools of the 
city, and subsequently was employed in the Cooke loco- 
motive works. At the breaking out of the war of the re- 
bellion he enlisted as private of Co, I. 2d Regiment, N. J. 
Volunteers; after serving over a year he was transferred 
to Co. A, of the nth Regiment of N. J. Volunteers, of 
which company be was successively made Second Lieuten< 
ant, first Lieutenant and Captain, holding the latter posi- 
tion for three years when he was honorably discharged. 
He was wounded at the battle of Gaines' K^ill. Rcturnitlf; 
to Paterson at the close of the war he took an .■ictive intei^ 
eat in politics and in 1870 was elected a member of die 
Board of Chosen Freeholders from the Fifth Ward; ^e 
ward was strongly Democratic but Mr. Buckley's popuJsj^ 
ity not only oveicame this but also gave him a haudGome 
majority ; in 187^ he was again a candidate and was «- 
elected by an increased majority. At the expiraliim ofhU 
seconil term in 1874 he was by an almost unanimous vote< 
of the following Board chosen Warden of the County Jail, 
and he has held that office ever since, his popularity pre- 
venting others from aspiring to that position. Mr. Buck- 
ley has always been a Republican and an active worker 
lor the party's interests; for ten years he has been a mem- 
ber of the Republican County Committee and for i 
yi'ars chairni^in iirth:it <>ri;ani/:ation, 



CniJSKi.ii s A. C\i>\ii'> was horn in Bergen county, N. 
J., on OciolKT 7. [S.|.|, ;mil after a common school educa- 
tion cute led intu mercantile business in New York city 
where for a numhcr of years he was a prominent prodiKC 
merchant. He took up his residence in Paterson when 
young, and has ahvay^ been identified with the progress of 
the city. L'noslentatious and of a pleasant disposition be 
made hosts of friends. He had always been a Democmt 
but kept alo..f from public life. In 1883 he was induced 
to accept tlie Democratic nomination for assembly in tlu 
third district of Passaic county, a district which had alwxJTft 
given a large Republican majority. Such was his pop« 
nlarity that he easily overcame the Republican majori^ 
and defeated a popular antagonist. After serving OOC 
term in the assembly he declined a renomination whioh 
was unanimously tendered him. In 1S87 he was again in- 
duced to enter the political field and accepted the Dentft- 
cralic nomination for sherift' of Passaic county. The 
conntj' had elected a Republican sheriff three years before 
by considerably over two thousand majority and had since 
that time given large majorities against the Democntts. 
On the part of any other person the acceptance of the nuni* 
ination would have been foolhardy, especially as the Re- 
publicans were almost unanimous in the selection of 
Iheir camlidale. But Mr. Cadnnis not only overcame the 
Republican majority but was elected by R majority of 
18S5. He is at present scr\-ing the last year of his term 
and there is no doubt tliat he will leave tlie ufHce a more 
popular man even than he was when he entered it. 
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John Chhyne was born in Cooper, County Fife, Scot- 
land, on February 12, 1841, and at eleven years of age 
went to work in a flax mill. At fourteen years of age lie 
was employed as hackle machine boy in the mills of Cox 
Brothers, at Lochee, Dundee. In this establishment, 
which employed six thousand hands, Mr. Cheyne learned 
thoroughly the manipulation of the flax fibre; he devoted 
himself diligently to a thorough knowledge of flax manu- 
facture, working himself up from the humble position he 
had when he entered the employ of Cox Brothers to the 
position of assistant manager of the whole works. In the 
fall of 1S72, Nevins & Co., of Boston, Mass., were in want 
of a skilled superintendent for their extensive works at 
Bethuen, Mass., and they oflered this ])()sition to Mr. 
Cheyne, having become satisfied that he of all others was 
the proper man for the place. Mr. Cheyne was according- 
ly induced to come to this country and for sc\cn years he 
mana<^ed the mills at Bethuen. lie then formed the 
acquaintance of Mr. John Sloan, the president of the 
Dolphin Manufiicturing Company of Patersoii, and was 
induced to accept the position as general superintendent of 
these works. For eleven years lie remained in lhi< j)osi- 
tion, having only recentlv severed his connection with the 
Dolphin company. During the time th;it lie was sn})erin- 
tendent the mills were repeatedly enlarged under his pei- 
sonal supervision. Mr. Cheyne is well known for his 
pleasant disposition, energy and lil)eralit\. While super- 
intendent of the Dolphin mills he inaugniated a system l>\ 
which the hands contributed weekU tVom their pay 
towards the maintenance of the two hospitals in Pateison. 
an honored custom which was subseijuently a(loj)ted in a 
large number of the other industrial eslalilishnients in the 
city. 






Henry B. Crosijv, whose poitiail and a picture <>f 
whose residence are given on other pa^x-^. was hoiu in 
Brattleboro, \'ermont, in 1S15. lie came to Pateison in 
1S37 and began a mercantile lite. Vnv neail\ half a cen- 
tury he was eni^faired in the ''locerx business, hoth wh(tle- 
sale and retail, and was alwa\s regarded as one ot the 
foremost business men of the city. In matters peitaining 
to the progress of the city Mr. Crosby held a similar j)osi- 
tion, beiuir actively identified with nearlv e\er\ mo\ement 
that had for its ol)ject the advancement of the cit\ of Pat- 
erson. He has been for a number of years president of 
the Cedar Lawn Cemetery Company, a director of the 
First National Bank and a prominent and ever active mem- 
ber of the Board of Trade. In politics Mr. Crosby has 
always been a Republican, aiul he was a delegate to the 
convention which nominated Abraham Lincoln for Presi- 
dent. His own inclinations favored Mr. Seward, but when 
it become apparent that the party favored Mr. Lincoln Mr. 
Cn^sbv cast his vote for him. A number of years ago Mr. 
Crosby retired from active life as a business man, but he 
has ever continued solicitous of the city's welfare. In 1SS4 
he read before the Board of Trade a paper on public parks, 



impressions gathered during a recent trip through Europe ; 
the result was an agitation which resulted in placing 
Paterson in possession of two fine parks. Mr. Crosby's 
residence on Broadway is one of the landmarks of the 
city ; although now situated in the very heart of Pater- 
son, the spot where it stands was when he purchased 
it and began the erection of the building, a cornfield. 
Its architecture was difierent from that of any of the houses 
which had been erected in the city and people came many 
miles to see the structure in which Mr. Crosby proposed to 
to live. 



* 



A\i)1m:w DiciMioM. — The ancestors of Col. Derrom on 
the male side are the deRomes of French Flanders, who- 
settled near Manchester, England, early in 1600, and sub- 
secpientlv in Montreal and (,Jjiebec, Canada. For more 
than joo \ears members of the family were in the military 
sei\ ice of (neat Britain, notablv in the Guards, Artillery, 
t\:c. One of Ids «'reat 'nand lathers was one of Wolfe's- 
grenadiers at the taking of (.Quebec. His father's grand- 
lather was a volunteer under Lord Elliott at the great 
sie«'e ot (lihraltai": his father was a volunteer from the 
(iuards to a li'ditiivj; line regiment, and saw much active 
serxice. ( )n the mother's side the stock was pure York- 
shire. An-do-Saxon stnrcK, industrial yeomanry of the most 
industrial c<)unt\ in laighind. 

L'ol. Andrew Derrom was born on Nov. 30, 1817, while 
his lather was in the military service of the British gov- 
ernment. Ills paientswere Richard and Mary (Winders) 
Derrom. the Ibnner of whom was born near Manchester,. 
I'.ngland, and the latter at Leeds. Richard Derrom passed 
his lite in tlu- sei\ ice <>f his country, spending a portion of 
the time in the arni\ and at other times in the civil branch 
of the scr\ ic(.'. 

L'ol. Derroiu was the second of the six children who 
gi\\\ to the \eais of maturit\. His earliest recollections 
extend hack to the \ear iSjc; or 182 1, when his father was 
stationed on the isle ol" Malta, where important fortifica- 
tions were Ijcing cousiiucted. He remembers also having 
resided on tlie Isle of Colin, aiul on that of Zante, famous 
toi" the beauts and splendor of its gartlens. When six 
\eais ot" age he resided on the island of Cephalonia, at Ar- 
gostoli. w here he received his earliest instructions at a pri- 
\ate school, and also special lessons in writing at the mili- 
tary clerk's office of the department. Here also he re- 
ceived moral aiul religious instruction from Rev. Dr. Ken- 
nedy and wife, ndssionariesof the English church at whose 
house he was often accustomed to meet Lord Byron, who 
was on the island training his silver-bespangled Suliots for 
his descent on Greece. In 1824 he was taken to England 
and attended a private school at Plymouth for some 
months, and subsequently received instruction at the gram- 
mar school of the same place. He next attended the 
grammar school attached to St. John's church, Glasgow, 
Scotland, and after that resided at difierent points in Ire- 
land, and finally at Londonderry, where his father wjis 
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[i^tioncd ia the civil service, and wlicre liv uttemlcd 
^''Creig!llon's grammar sthiiol, sittiittcil cm llie Wall jibove 
ll'fiovenior Walker's testimonial. Forthrecye-trs thereafter 
e was instructed hy a private tutor in connection with his 
TOtiiers James and John, the former of whom is an architect 
ll major of the Victoria Rifles in New Zealand, where 
% &mtly liDally located, and where both Richard Derrom 

After leaving Londonderry in 1S34, Col. Derrom went 

oDeal, England, where he studied higher mathematics 

Fm& a friend — a branch of science in which he took great 

Blight — it being his intention to fit himself for the profes- 

n of a civil and military engines 11 1 ft D If I 
felted States in August. iS.^S. am 
beret) George Hayw.ird's lithog p Ri "N sa 

, being an adopt in drawing d g 

er, 1836, he was sent to Pate C 

^dgoncr, the civil engineer, to la\ p p 

e city and vicinity. lie mai fi 

ilic City also, for John Lloyd. 

In March, 1S37, for the p se g 

iracticfll knowledge of architcctur 
|6lf to u carpenter and builder in I 

as placed in charge of the -| 

inn business on hts own accnun 
nc of the largest building 
liltttil the breaking out of the war i 8 
jsja early military education and d 

pility, he was chosen chairman o 

e troops, and succeeded in lillin q 

pldwrs without the necessity of d 
^tbin three weeks. In iS6z wh 
led for "300,000 men and 300.000 xxi 

r» all, a draft was ordered if 
y volunteers. Col. Derrom by t 
iKtrititism of the people, seconded b p 

Ecrtions. succeeded in raising the ti P 
^ three days. Failing in his eflbr 
WAoldiets commanded by Passaic 
H a regiment formed composed 
^tcTson and five from the Sontiie ] 

r which he was unanimous! 
i mustered into the senice of 
Spfit. J91 1S62. In a few days he — 

«nty-fifth New Jersey Infantry — d 

cipline, and proceeded to the se w 

Allowing. On arriving at Washi gt h pp 

t command a brigade of Vemi A ts 

r Jersey troops; but express d 

Ifilh his own regiiiicnt, many of \\\\ b 

penltBt by him, he resumed his T 

fimenl performed valuable servi d p 

I'ticipatcd in a number of important g 

wttle of Frodcrick&burg, after the da w ol h 

[Kgiment, with Col. Derrom at its h d h n n 

ritO udvance to the emimy's worksa dm h n 

P Ijeiug dark was controlled by the v. 



alone. Throughout the entire service in the field Col. 
Derrom earned the warm approval and indorsement of bis 
superior officers, and performed his duties in a soldierly 
and successful manner. His engineering talents ca mc into 
acti\e play upon the occasion of the attack of Longstreet 
upon SufTolk, Va., in 1S63, when within eight hours roacln 
were built and bridges constructed over Broer's Creek un- 
der his super\'ision and direction, preventing a detour of 
live miles and bringing the troops on the Nansemond river 
into close and rapid communication with each other and 
with Suffolk, contributing essentially to the successful ter- 
mination of the siege. 

\, regular term of senlcc, Col. 

D expecting to rejoin ibc army' 

w \ as veterans ; but he found 

ft such a disastrous condittOD 

n to remain at home and look 

!y. Within three yeiira he 
p indebtedness, and empln^edi 

h For years be had one of 

g p ses in the country, and many 

jnd private buildings in P«t- 
nchiding such stnicturei *B 
D E pirc, Wnverly and I'lnnkliii 

es of the city, after Ihc adop- 
1X42, he designed and built 
timce of expert mechaiiica> 
States to make complete sec 
built in one place and trnov 
p p and I'eceived a bron/c medlll 

Fair in iS6j for his mechaili&< 
g silver and special gold medal 

I Fair at W.iverly. In 1870, 

competency, he retired from 
! the Deri-om Building Com- 
g ihousiind dollars of bis capi- 

ta ne to time. The corptwate 

p nccessful, but owing to tiMi 

sion, signs of which had al- 
t with subsequent disasters* 
E it this critical time Col. Dci^ 
~ bis ])rivate means to liqiu- 
ncern. He was subsequeilt> 
'^euezuela. where he estab^ 
g ps on the American systeMy 

d (i d h p p i-visor and architect for neillv 

tu d n 1S79, and is now with hia 
A d D I business as supervising arch- 

B echanical engineer and as a 

m d ffi be soldiers in the field. Col. 

D fi st residence in I'atcrsnn, one 

public men. and has been 

n h d w of the improvements aiid in- 

f h H s instrumental in estahliiih- 

p P k N I avenue, and in dcveliipitig 

h h Upon the first organization of 
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the municipal government of Paterson, he was elected al- 
derman from the West ward, and took a prominent part 
in perfecting the city government. He drew most of the 
ordinances, and his services were especially valuable in 
the arranging and correcting of street grades and lines. 
He was elected to serve a second term in the Board from 
the same ward. In 1853 he was^ chosen President of the 
Citv Council of Paterson as an independent candidate, a 
position that was equivalent to Mayor, and in which only 
two others had preceded him, viz. : Judge Philemon Dick- 
erson and Charles Danforth. During his administration 
of municipal affairs, taxes were light, expenses small, and 
the debt of the city not only reduced, l)ul .•; balance left in 
the treasury. In the spring he was appointed the lirst 
President of the Board of Education and Superinteiulent 
of Public Schools. He was the Ibunder. <)t"<fanizer and 
developer of the present I'ree Public School System in 
Paterson, giving it the highest tone and perfecting the s\s- 
tem. He remained with the Hoard of ICducation foi- ti\e 
years. (1854-5—6-7-8,) and so thorough were the ])ul)lic 
schools that private schools could not be sustained against 
them. Col. Derrom has also been activeh ccnuiecled with 
other local institutions of Paterson; was the lirst \ ice 
president of the savings l)an'v and ol* the Passaic watei" 
company. He was married in 1S42 to IMi/abeth \'reelan(l. 
a representative of some ol' the iiist settlers of Paterson. 
The children have been t'our in lunnber. \\/.. : Andrew . 
Tames A., Marv L., wife of Casiano Sautana. a banker ot* 
Caracas, Venezuela, and ICli/abetli M. \. Derrom. Miss 
Jennie L. Derrom, is an a(lo))te(l (laughter, and occni)ies 
a cherished place in the household ol' which she forms a 
part. 



» ^ 



Geokgk G. Halstkad, Direcioi- of tlie Poaid ol' Cho- 
sen Freeholders, was the son oi" William W. llaistead. one 
of the veterans of the war of tlie rebellion \\!io died in 
1863 in consequence of woimds receixed al the battle of 
Chancellorsville, Va. His mothei- came iVom PonL;Iikee|)- 
sie, N. v., and died in 1879. Mr. llalsiead was born in 
Fiiir street, in this city, on the \ z\\\ ol" |nl\. iS|(). and Inst 
went to school to Miss Halstead in the old L'ongregational 
church in Market street. From there he Asent to the pub- 
lic school in Division street until the public school in \'an 
Houten street was completed ; here he attended until he 
had passed through the highest class. He was then only 
thirteen vears of age and went to work in Grant's locomo- 
live works, where he was employed four successive years. 
Then he took up the study of surveying and has devoted 
himself to that work ever since. Mr. Halstead wasalwavs 
a student, and few persons in Paterson know more of the 
details of the early history of their native home than does 
Mr. Halstead. For seven years he was judge of election 
in the first district of the Fourth Ward, and for f\\Q years 
a justice of the peace, his court being always given the 
preference by litigants who desired to have their cases set- 
tled without appeal to a higher tribunal. In 1S83 he was 



elected a member of the Board of Freeholders from the 
Fourth Ward and he has since served that ward in the 
Board. In 1888 he was the unanimous choice of the 
members of the Board for Director, a position to which he 
has since been re-elected and which he still holds. 



* 
« « 



John T. Hilton was born in Oldham, Lancashire, 
England, though he is a thorough American in all his in- 
stincts. He came here when a mere child, in 1851, when 
Paterson had started out as a babv citv, and he has been 
identilled with the city, with a brief interval ever since. 
At the age of ten he left school to go to work for the late 
lohn R\le in the old (iun mill, afterwards working in the 
Murray mill. After two or three years at silk, he tried 
stri))ping tobacco lor .Vllen <S: Reynolds,, but not liking that 
branch of industry, he tried steel wire making for the old 
style of hoo[) skirts, with Koliert Crossland in Mulberry 
stieet. lie diilted into the Paterson Intelligencer office in 
\'an llonten street as a printer's ''devil," but the proprie- 
tor. b'^^'l>h Warren, d\ing soon afterwards, the son, Will- 
iam W anen, and A. lb WoodruH' formed a partnership 
:md remoxed the paper to the WoodruH' building in Main 
street and named the new issue the Independent Demo- 
ciat. !)ut the young "dcA il" made it too warm for the 
other occn|)ants of tlie olhce, and after a narrow escape 
from tiling the building they concluded they could publish 
the pa|)ei- withont his assistance. A winter at school fol- 
lowed the eseaj)ade, an<l in the spring following he conclu- 
ded to tiy an aj)prenticeship as tinsmith, coppersmith and 
brass-smith with Nathaniel Lane of Van Houten street. 
Hut neither that nor storekeeping for Mr. Lane seemed to 
satistx the taste ol" xonng Hilton. Another \vinter at 
school, w here he w ished to stay but his parents were too 
j)oor to keep him, and then he tried a cotton mill, carrying 
tilling and bobbins in the old Duck mill in Boudinot, now 
\'an llonten street. In the spring of i860 he V)ecame a 
bound appicntice to I)aniorth& Cooke to learn the ma- 
chine bnsintss, where he remained until he enlisted in 
Se|)teml>er. iNoj. in the company that was incorporated 
with the z^{\\ X. |. X'olunteers. After the battle of Fred- 
eiicksbnrg. Mr. 1 1 ilton was promoted to mounted orderly 
and \\as detached at Ibigade Headquarters where he re- 
mained until just before the regiment came home in 1863. 
On his return home he wcuked in New York and Jersey 
City at machine work, finishing his trade in the latter city 
in the Atlantic and Great Western Locomotive Works as 
a locomotive builder. For three winters while working 
in Jersey City, he attendetl the drawing and mathematical 
classes in Cooper Union, and laid the foundation for his 
present profession which he kept in view. He came back 
to Paterson in 1866, where his parents resided, and where 
he had retained a legal residence, to make silk spooling 
frames for Thomas Wrigley. Work becoming slack there, 
he drifted to Grant's Locomotive W^orks, but the pay not 
being equal to the work he considered he could do, he 
started to canvass for Greeley's ''American Contiict," and 
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attended public school No, i all winter imJer the Bpeciat 
instruction nf principal Hosford, This ended liis ciireer 
with Putersun'u induHtries. Fie hud tried about nil of th(;m. 
lo Februarj", 1S67. he engaged as an assietHut with John 
H. Goetschius, civil engineer and suncyor, thus reaching 
the profession he had been drifting to. He wae with 'Mr. 

i' Goetschius until the full of t86y, when he engaged with 

I 'Gol. Ucrroni to map tlie ea&t side of Paterson. In 1S70 
he engaged with the late A. A. Fonda, in whose senicc 
he continued until the summer of 1S71, when he was of- 

' iercd h good position in Greenville, Hudson county, with 
H. £. Uetts. In less than two months Col. Derrom in- 

I ^uced Mr. Hilton to return to Paterson as snneyor of the 

< Derrom Lumber, Land and Building Company. On Mr. 
Fonda's election as city suri'eyor in 1873. he engaged Mr. 

' Hilton as first assistant*, and to Like charge of the city sur- 
'V«yor'a oHice. He retained that position until 1S7S, when 

. he was appointed engineer of the new sewer districts, aiuX 
1 Mr. Fonda's death a few months afterwards, he was 
.ippointed city surveyor. He hclil that office until the 

. BPJing of iSS^, when his unllinching opposition to "iohs" 
ID his department, anA city aHIiirs, caused his defeat. Tlic 
following extract from the Paterson Daily Press of April 
30, 18S4, sums up the cause and ellect in this case : 

"A great many people will regret to see Mr. Hilton no 

■ longer city surveyor. Mr. Hilton has been one of the fin- 
est city officers tlie city ever had. He is intelligent aiid 

• UDcleriitands his busmess m e\er\ pirtituUr I nder his 
\ ddminiatration the most important uupro\ements in the 
I city were carried Ihiough succcssfulh md the fiitlhit 
} Mti Hilton had charge of a pitcc ot «ork was t giurui 
f -laethat it would be done in a thorough nnnner lie hi-i 
^ ^Splnycd moie backbone than \n\ niui \\liii ever tutcrtd 

• the City Hill ajid it li just this m ppK t I Ltkl n tl ,t 
baa lost him hie position He d^\nsjiiiitl 1 1. jiIi rI 

» on living up to the ^ery letter Ithtut 1 li ilIs ukIi.\ii\ 

tbing had to be done ■is Mr Hilton thoujjht the hist inin 

8 0rthei,it\ demanded it should be doni On tins il 

I £0&At he made 1 greit niani cnLiuiLs f.pi.1.1 ill\ iim n^ 

e HCOntrtclorti and the furnishers ol sujipliLs I c nti i>_l 

^ for tt rtns\cry seldom that an import ml piLn i 1 *\ ik 

t undertaken but Mr Hilton stopptil tliL eontr icti r n 

K>Unt of some Molition of the pioiisionvoi the ti ntrict 

lerally he was supiiorted by the Committee on Stieels 

|j|tttl Sewere, hut of lute the committee hai. Mded some\\ h-it 

■'Vith the contrictors and ui the construction ot impiove 

^'inflDtS materials hi\e been used which Mr Hilton did not 

wpiDVC of. The contractors made a combination against 

\ Hilton, and the result is that a most efficient public 

tvant is ousted from an important office. Many persons 

^fcgflrd this action on the part of the Aldermen as a very 

serious mistake, and some are very louil In their cvpiesK' 

ions of indignation." 

At tite time Mr. Hilton was appointed city surveyor, he 
formed a partnerxhip with Leslie S. Mengcr, and on hifi 
retirement from the city aurveyurshtp he continued the 



■ient stand, town 



clock 



business of the firm at ll 
building. 

In 1SS8 the linn made a cuntiaet with the borough of 
Rutherford, Bet^en county, to make a new asscsunnifr 
map of that municipality, which necessitated the survcyoff . 
the whole place. They completed their contract in 1890 iftj 
a thorough and satisfactory manner, besides doing sU t 
borough's engineering work during that period, and tl 
lately made a contract to make grade maps for Utllosk.l 
township, IJergen county. Mr. Hilton was one of (ICftf 
original Paterson Light Guard, and is the only o|}tc«r i 
its successor — the I'irst llattaUion — that was an officer J| 
that organization, except Chaplain Shaw. He 
ed Second Lieutenant, Company H, in the LiglH Guaf 
was re-elected to that position on the organization 1 
mustered into the State service, and resigned in 1S83. 
was appointed Adjutant of the First Battalion by 1 
Cungiion, on Dec. 5, 18S5, bv the unanimous desii'c of U 
the captains, mi honor which Mr. Ililti.n has alwavs «p- 



(i Miiinr .\. lluiiAi! I-. was born at Long Branch, S. J^^ I 
1111 June _^, iS-IJ. After a common school edlic.-ltion )w^ 
was sent to Rutgers College, where he graduated in lS( 
shortly aftei-wartis he entered tlie law office of Socrall^|l 
Tuttle in Paterson and was admitted to the practice of ^^% 
\\\\ in iSfif) three A ears liter he was licensed counsclora^ 
1 1\\ He M IS appointed Cit\ Counsel ol Patersoti 3kl*| 
M i\ iS,i liter hidduv the office tor one ^ear he Wtt*J 
ippi inted ciuinsel l< r the Hoird of Freeholder), in tti^V 
he WIS ekete 1 I member 1 the \ssembly and dcclutB 
le election tl the i thie if Counsel to the countv boird. 
iS;; he w IS uiiii ekete I to the assenibl\ and was chcM^l 
spe iker In jV;-, he (kehned 1 re election to the 
l.i\ ml in tit I liming \cir wis elected senator ( 
Pissiii e 1 nl\ In 1^79 he ^i is re elected to tlie aeiU 
this limi 1 I iV() ma|ont\ the lirgest majonti exergiVl 
leiiulidite m I'lss iic eouiiti up to that tune Hey 
Tie 1 lull t the Syenite in iSSj ind ibS2 In i\-j^ hfiy 
ipp nite I iCLenti >i the New Jersev Midland ra'lre 
e II pun and m in it ed the ifiaus of the binknipt com 
s sueeesslulh th it he p lid I di\ idciid to the unsecutt 
creditors When the eoinpin\ His roorgani/td Im ^ 
un nuinoush elected picsident but resigned m n 
months on itcoimt ot more pressing engagements 
was ilso tecener ol the Moutehir lailroid and the Jer( 
City ind Albany railroad In 1SS0 he was appuitit^ 
receiver of the bankrupt First National Bank of Ncwib 
and bv the excellent judgment and energy by means ,pl 
which he has attained to the distinguished positiou I 
holds in the nation in six months had its affairs suh6tfti»«^ 
tially closed up and tlic depositors paid in full, hi 18S0 
he was elected chairman of the Kepublicun State Cunt- 
inittee and Ime continued ill that pusitluii ever since. In 
1SS4 he was choaen member of the Uepnblican National 
Committee imd he has continued in that position ever 
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■since. He is counsel for a large number of manufacturing 
and other corporations. 



* « 



John Hoppek, President Judge of the Orphans' Court 
iind the Courts of General Qiiarter Sessions, the Special 
Qiiarter Sessions and the Common Pleas of Passaic coun- 
ty, is a descendant of a family who were among the oldest 
settlers in New Jersey. He was born on March 2, 1814, 
on the homestead farm of his father in the township of Lo- 
di, in Bergen county, his parents being John J. and Maria 
(Terhune) Hopper. His fatlier, who died in i'^^^^^^ was a 
successful and enterprising fanner during his lifelinic. 
His farm, comprising about throe hundred acres, extended 
from Pollifly to Saddle Ri\er, and was (occupied In his 
second son, Jacob, until his death in 1SS9. TIr* subject 
of this sketch was the sixth of nine chihhen. He was 
brought up on the homestead farm and received his carlv 
education at the old Washington Academy, llackensack, 
and at the Lafayette Academy, of the s:nne place. He 
was prepared for college under the i<ev. John Crocs, who 
conducted a classical scliool in Paterson, «nul b\ Thomas 
McGahagan, at the old ac;i(lemy at i5ergen Town, now 
Hudson City. He entered the soplioiuoiv class of K utters 
College, New Brunswick, X. J., in iS:;(), iind three \c;iis 
later was graduated from tliat institution, di\ idini;- the sec- 
ond honor of his class with Rolicit 11. Pin\n. ot" Allwinx, 
subsequently minister to Japan. Since iS:;i he h;is l-eeii 
one of the Trustees of Rutgers. After h.is gr:hhiati(»n he 
entered upon the study of the hiw in the otlice of (ioxern- 
or Peter D. Vroom, in Soinerxille, \. ]., .ind renuiined 
there two years. He completed the stuiK of the kiw in 
the office of Elias D. B. Ogden, in l*;itersoii, and on Sep- 
tember 3, 1836, he was licensed 1)\ the Supieme C(»iiit at 
Trenton as an attorney at law and ^oliciior in ClianceiN. 
On February 27, 1840, he was licensed a counsrlk.i at kiw . 
He had already, November 10, i^V'' I'-nned a partnei- 
ship with his preceptor at Pateison and the lirni of ( )L;den 
& Hopper did a successful Inisiness nntil the seni<»i- nuan- 
ber of the firm was elevated to the l)ench ot" the Snprenie 
Court. Mr. Hopper continued the hnsiness of the linn, 
and in i86c) took his son Robert I. into partnership with 
him. He has been called repeatedb to till puk)lic posi- 
tions and has discharged the duties of oilice w ith uniform 
fidelitv and success. He was town ccnmsel of Paterson 
from 1843 to 1847; surrogate of Passaic county for two 
successive terms, 1845-55 ' counsel to the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders from 1855 to 1864, and prosecutor of the pleas 
of Passaic County from 1863 to 1868, and again from 1871 
to 1874. He served as State Senator from Passaic County 
from 1868 to 1 87 1, and again from 1874 to 1877. h\ 
March, 1877, (jovernor Bedle appointed him Judge of the 
District Court of Paterson and he continued in that office 
until January 8, 1880, when he resigned that office and 
was appointed by Governor Abbett to the office he liolds 
at present, which was then vacant. He was re-appointed 
by Governor Green, March 15, 1S87, and on April i, 18S7, 



for the full term of five years. He was appointed one of 
the advisory masters in Chancery in 1879, by Chancellor 
Runyon, and has held a number of other positions inciden- 
tal to his profession. 

Judge Hopper was married on June 16, 1S40, to Mary 
A , daughter of the late Robert Imlay, a former merchant 
of Philadelphia. Fifty years afterwards he celebrated his 
golden wedding in the same house in which he had been 
mairied, and which had been his residence for half a cen- 
tury ; the occasion was one which brought together a large 
number of the most prominent men of tlie State' Six of 
his children are living, viz. : John H., surviving partner 
ot the silk manufacturing firm of Hopper & vScott ; Rob- 
ert Imhiy, a partner of his father; Mary A., widow of 
Frank VV. Potter, late United States Consul to Marseilles; 
James Burling, residing in Paterson, Miss Caroline Im- 
lay, and Margaret Imlay, wife of John J. Boyd, now re- 
siding in Erie, Pa. 

As might have been expected from his Dutch ancestry, 
he was one of the earliest members of the Holland Socie- 
ty (jI New \'ork, having l)een chosen in 18S6, and since 
i8S() has been one of the vice presidents of that society. 

Betoie he was entitled tc) a vote, and ever since, he has 
been an acti\e member of the Democratic party, serving 
on the State Coinniittee many years, and has repeatedly 
represented New Jersey in the National Conventions of his 
])arty 

During the entire time that Judge Hopper was engaged 
in the i)ractice of his })rofession he was recognized as a 
lawyer of a])ihty. not only well read, but possessed of 
those mental kicidties that conduce to the attainment of 
success, lie was c'lgaged in a large number of the most 
important cases trietl in the state courts, and he brought to 
the discharge ot his piofessional duties a certain urbanity 
ot manner, conihined w ith an incisiveness of thouofht and 
a cleaiiiess of e\r)osiii(>n that almost uniformlv led to de- 
cisions in la\oi ot his clients. He has always been recog- 
nized as one of the foremost lawyers of the State. As a 
legi-<kitor he earned laurels which might well excite the 
en\y oi' his fellows, and would undoubtedly have done so 
towards a person less popular than Senator Hopper. His 
elexalion to the bench was hailed by all not only as a rec- 
ognition of the eminent services he had rendered his party 
but as a just tribute to the man who had done so much to- 
wards maintaining the dignity of his profession by an ever 
siraightforvvard course. As a judge of the county courts 
he has gained the respect of all and the gratitude especially 
of the younger members of the bar, whom he is ever ready 
by means of kind words and advice to direct into the prop- 
er paths so familiar to himself. 



» 
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RoMEirr I. Hopper, son of Judge John Hopper, was 
born in Paterson in 1845, graduated at Rutgers college in 
1866, was admitted to the bar as an attorney at law in 1S69 
and licensed as a counsellor at law in 1873. He has prac- 
tised law in Paterson since 1869 and has never held any 



PATERSO.y, ILLUSTRATED. 



public office eKccpt that of Counsel to the Bonrd of Free- 
holders of Paas.ak County to which office he wns iippoint- 
ed in 1SS5, ;in<l whieli olilcf lie still Uol.U. 



Marinus Houmav, a prominent architect of Paterson, 
p VH6 bom in Goedereede, Holland, on December 22, 1S48, 
|«0d arrived in this country on October 7, 1854, At nine 
KVears of age he went to work in Hie Lodi print works and 
mtOT eighteen years he worked as a caqjenler in various 
1 pnrta of the country. In 1S76 he went to South America, 
I where he was employed for some time hy Colonel Andrew 
I^I^rrom and subsequently by the Ledgenvood Manufac* 
KjlUfing Company of New ^'ork ; he then started into busl- 
S for himself and was very successful. He returned lo 
^terson in 18S0, and having acquired a thorough knowl- 
tftdge of the trades of carpenter, millwright and stenm fit- 
tor by practical application, he studied drawing in the 
VeVCitiiig schools of Paterson under Professor J, G. A. My- 
He then opened an office for himself as an architect 
randhasheen eminently successful- Among the mure piouii- 
I- aeitt huildingfi he has designed and the erection of whit:!! 
I he superintended are the following: The residences of 
LMessrs. J. A. Van Winkle, E. Kifield, F. T. May, Fred- 
Mi'ick Harding and Joseph Savar\- : tlie Market slretl M. 
I E- church parsonage, the O'Shea luiilding nn the inrner 
'. Market and Straight streets, the factorj of the I'ulersim 
ibboil Company, the hard rubber factory at Hutlvf, N. J. 
His practical knowledge of every detail necessary in the 
iun of a building, has assisted liini niateriidlv in his 
oTcsston, and his business has increased to such an e\- 
t thai he is compelled to employ several assistants u1- 
Igh he personally looks after eVery part of all work 
[entrusted to him. 



Thomas D. Hoxsev, who died in the spiiiifr of i>^Si. 
J far nearly half a centiny one r.f i'alel-ou's uir.-t |iii:- 
[que landmarks. At the ihiie of his dealli there were 
r citizens who did not know, and none who h;iil out 
ird of his striking personality. 'I'iill ami erect. sirojiL; 
^ally and physiailly, energetic and r|[iii:k. there are few 
i about which more of local reniiniscenee L-liiij;s nr 
fjlich were longer and more closely ideulilied willi the 

writy of the city. 

' TTlc "General." as he was afterwards familiarly called 

a office he held in the old St.ite Militia, was the son 

if a Massachusetts farmer and first came to Paterson in die 

' 1S33. He obtained employment as clerk in a dry 

Is Ktoru and, being simple and economical in bis habits, 

^Ife wved enough from his salary in a few years to start a 

'btisiness of his own, Tn this he made a comforfahiu for- 

[ tune and about i^.\'^ he left the dry goods business ami 

k engaged in cotton tnunufnuturing. lu litis, huwever, he 

' was not successful and in 1S59 he failed. Mennwhitc 

he had lieen preparing himiielf for the priifession in which 

he was afterward to make a name and he devoted himself 



exclusively to the practice of tlie law, politics and real 
estate sj>eculation. His old friends still tell many stories 
of his pertinacity and pugnacity in legal contests. He had 
a penchant for taking up cases which others had aban- 
doned and was never more in his elemenl than when light- 
ing some monopolistic corporation. 

From the beginning of his career General Hoxtey 
always took a warm intei'est in politics and his outspoken 
expressions of his opinions on all occasions made liini many 
friends as well as some enemies. First a Whig, he be- 
came disgusted with that parly's attitude on the slavery 
question and in 1S48 allied himself with the Free Soitcr*^ 
and was a prominent member of the Buflalo convcntiotk 
That wns the commencement of the Republican parly hIkI 
the General predicted at the time that a party had been bOFU 
which would rule the country for years. In 1S49 he Was. 
elected lo the Assembly on a Temperance platform wiA 
Democratic support and in 1S50 he was re-elected. In 
[65; he was elected to the t'tatc Senate by the UemoCTStSr 
a:id. carrying the issue of tlie campaign to a successful con- 
clusion he liecame the fiither of the ten hour law in NW 
Jersey. During the Fremont campaign he came out u% a 
Republican and was an active and influential member of 
th:it party up till 1S76 when he joined the GreenbnchvT*' 
and hecatne their candidate for Governor of the &tat6» 
receiving over 5,000 votes. In iSSohe ran again hut the 
imiiroveitienl in the times had alVected the Greenback show- 
ing and he received a smaller volc- 

Fur a ninnher of years in the 6o's he was Connty Clerk 
ol I'ass^iii: Cuunty and after that lie was U. S. Register la 
ilaukni|.tcy, 

Soeinlly the lieiieral dilUiacd about him the very eaifmDb 
of good IVlhiwsliip. while his home was the center of « 
geniid ciiii-.l;ml h.ispitality ihat knew no bounds. In all 
thiit he niidLilonk he inaile :ind maintained .1 reputation for 
probity, iiilrepiiliiy. manliness auil inagnatninity notalw*^*- 
|iai|s utsi' positive ami forceful a nature. Throughout h!k 
lik- he iv ;is the fiieiid of laboring men and of his felkltr 
citi/eti-', re^ar(liiig them not as mere factors in a polibotli 
ciiiittst but as brothers wUh opinions to bi; regarded MHt 
ri;;llts to he enforced ; and second only to his p.ilriotjc lov* 
of Ills cniiiitry was his pride in the town of his reaidelxe^ 
and Ills interest in all its public improvements. 

Rugged auil erratic, gentle and lender, fierce and aggres 
sive, genial and courteous; the very contradictions of hi* 
character combined tn make ■■« mntr in whosi- il^ath tho 
public sustained a loss. 



Thomas Fuanklin Hoxsev was iiorn at Putcrsoti, 
March 5lh. iS^ r, and is the eldest sou of ihe late Thomas 
D. Hoxsey. 

Alter securing a good education he took up the stndv of 
civil engineering, u profession which has stood him in good 
Stead c\'cr since. His health failing him as he was about 
to start in his chosen pTOfession. he started in 1S60, for n 
trip across thtt plains to the then nc*ly discovered mining. 
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regions of Colorado and returned home in the fall of iS6i 
not much benefited bv his trip. In 1862 he irjarried and 
removed to a farm in Preakness where he lived till 1S66, 
when he began business as a contractor by building the 
upper reservoir of the Passaic Water Company and laying 
the pipes under the bed of the Passaic River. Here liis 
stron<r characteristics which have made a success of his life 
showed themselves. His courage, perseverance and his 
fertility of resource soon showed themselves, and enabled 
him to carry a woik wliich would have daunted a less 
coura^reous man. His next work of am lar^re character 
was the buildincr of the Midland Railwav from Hawthorne 
to Hackensack in 1870-71-72 iMi*. lloxscy like many 
others toijk large amounts ot the slock ot the railway in 
payment for the work done, and during the [xniic ot 1S7J 
and 1873 saw the earnings ot his litctimc b\\L])t away : tlic 
stock havirg become valueless, and can ied w itli it all his 
other accumulations. 

With indomitable coura^re he started aifain and w as soon 
on the way to success. His lirst wife having tlied in 1^7.^, 
he married again in 1879. In i<SS6 and 1S.S7 he l^ecamc 
manager for wdiat was known as the '*\\ atcr S\ lulicatc." 
and here a£:ain his force of chaiactcr comliincd w itli a keen 
judgment of human nature enabled him to l)u\ np immense 
tracts of land in Northern New Jerse\ , from w henee tlie 
water supply of Newark will soon he diawii. Mr Ilox- 
sev still continues to aid in the man;i'»emenl ot the work 
in building reservoirs and all other work ot the h^.ist Jer- 
sey Water Company, as well as carr\ in^- on a larL;e and 
successful contract business. 

Personally iMr. Hoxsev is a ''enial. w hole-sonled and 
pleasant man of kindly nature : he does main ;k t> <>t un- 
ostentatious character in aiding the poor. In pohlic^ lie is 
a staunch Republican, and cnie wliose adxice is (.iten 
sought for by the leaders of his pai t\ . 
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James Jackson, the president ot" the Second National 
Hank ot Paterson, was boin here in iN}i. ;md is the ••nl\ 
one of the four bank presidents ot this eit\ who can [moj)- 
erlv lav claim to the distinction <»1 heini*- *no the manoi- 
born." His early education was ieeei\ed here, and lie 
attended the Stale Law School at rt)ni;h.-.eei)sie, X. ^'., 
for two years, but abandoned luither stndv in that direc- 
tion, preferring a commercial career as suited to his tastes, 
and was for a number of years with the New lersev Loco- 
motive and Machine Co., of which his father was the 
founder and for years the president He then went t(; the 
Idaho Iron Company, of Paterson, as treasurer, and two 
years later sold out his stock to the purchasers of the con- 
cern, the Passaic Rolling Mill Company. In 1864 when 
the Jackson fainily disposed of their interests in the New 
Jersey Locomotive Si Machine Company to the Grants, his 
father purchased the stock of the old Passaic County Na- 
tional Bank, and Mr. Jackson, the subject of this sketch, 
joined his father in the management of that institution, and 

was successively bookkeeper, teller and cashier. After the 
30 



death of his father it was decided to increase the capital of 
the bank, and with this end in view a number of the best 
known, reliable and successful business men of the city 
were elected to the direction of the newly organized insti- 
tution, the name being changed by a special act of Con- 
gress to '^Second National Bank." Mr. Benjamin Buck- 
ley was the first President under the reorganization, and 
Mr. Jackson the first cashier. Mr. Buckley resigned in 
1881, and Mr. Jackson was elected to succeed him, and 
through successive years has been re-elected to the posi- 
tion, which he still holds. Mr. Jackson has in a great 
measure directed the policy of this institution, which has 
been steadily and rapidly growing in public favor, the 
liberal, and at the same time conservative course, earning 
the confidence ot the ommunity. The recent improve- 
ments in its already c(nnmo(lious quarters by the addition 
ot a handsome and well appointed directors' room, and a 
new and ornamental front, betokens the success which the 
l)aid< has aehie\ed under its efficient management. Mr. 
Jaekson has on se\ .lal occasi(;ns been selected by the courts 
to take charge ot estates, these delicate and responsible 
duties, in\()l\ ing ^reat care and discriminating judgment, 
ha\ ing in e\ery instance heen faithfully and successfully 
administered. He is jMesident of the (iould Company of 
New ^'olk city, one ol the leading upholstery hardware 
honsvs oi the onntry, and is prominently identified with 
mamihictmiiiL; and other enterprises in this city. Many 
Iriends (.tMr. Jackson ha\e trecjuently importuned him to 
become a candidate tor othce, but he has invariably de- 
clined, preleiiing ihe modest retirement of private life. 
The w ide and \ ai ied experience of Mr. Jackson in com- 
mercial allaiis c-minenlly tits him for the responsible posi- 
tion whicli he so al)l\ tills, and the citizens of Paterson, 
especially the luisine'-s piiMic are to be congratulated that 
their hanking irlLie^ls are directed by such able, conser- 
\ ati\ e and lelial >le men. 
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|()ii\ I K \x( Is Ki:i;i;. -Mr. Kerr, a son of Mr. Hugh 
Kei I . of l'ater>on. N. [., was l)orn at Scranton, Pa., April 
V^lh. I'^^y. and is a lawyer by profession. He has lived 
in Paterson since he was abont two years old. While Mr. 
Kerr does a general law hnsiness he makes a specialty of 
patent law and has his otlices in the Paterson National 
Bank on Market street. He was educated at Seton Hall 
College, N. J., from wliich he graduated in June, 1876. 
On July 5th. 1876, he entered the huv office of the late H. 
A. Williams (ex-Senator of I^assaic County) as a law stu- 
dent. He was admitted to the bar of New Jersey at the 
November term, 1879, as an attorney, and three years later 
as a counselor. His services as a political speaker have 
always been sought for, and in every campaign since 1S76 
he has advocated the cause of Democracy. In November, 
1889, he was elected a member ot the Legislature of New 
Jersey from the Second District of Passaic County The 
district, composed ot the Second and Seventh Wards of 
the City of Paterson and the Townstiip of Little Falls. 
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wns a close one, and agninst a strong ami popular oppo- 
nent it was a hot llioiigli friendly coiiU-st, iUiJ Mr. Kerr 
recei\f(i » plurality of 65 votes over llie Hepiiblicaii car- 
dldnte. During the session of tlie Legislature of iSc)o lie 
•ed on some of tile most Imporliint committees, viz. : 
I J«dkiary. Bill Revision, Elections and the Joint Commit- 
e on Ballot Reform. On the floor lie earned for himself 
the repntiilion of n good debater. He had never before 
that hfld any political office. 



declined, preferring to follow liis business as funeral direc- 
tor in which lie entjMged itt tbe expiration of his tcnn of 
otllcc as sherilf. He bus two sons, one a rising ytnMg. , 
lawyer iind the other itssociatcd in business with himad^ 
That Mr. McKee is one of the most popular 1 
county need not be told ; the people decUired that i 
phatically when he ran for olfice. He enjoys I 
of everybody and bis position and reputation have I 
earned by bis own ellbrls. 



Cmahi.f.s M. Ki.vg, Surrogate of Passaic County, was 
kj^Ji in this city on August 30, 1849 He atti-iidcd Public 
Scliool So. 5. and subsequently the Adelphic Military In- 
stitute at New Milford, Conn. He then learned ibe trade 
' i«f machinist, but in 1871 he became a clerk in the Surro- 
,^te*B office and served during the two terms of Siirrogute 
tCaWO Van Wagoner. In 1S83, when Mr. Henry McDan- 
rr^Dllib VM Surrogate, Mr. King was appointed Deputy Sur- 
^itagate, being the first to hold that position in this comity. 
in 1885 he was the Republican nominee for Surrogate and 
WKS elected by a large niajurily, his popularity boing so 
'great that the Democrats made no nomiimliun against 
' iitm. 
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James W. McKee was born in Ik.l.oken. N. J., on 

October 24, 18.^0, and his parents renuiveil to I'atcrson 

wben he was but a little over two weeksold, Here he passed 

E^is childhood and received his education. At an early uge 

^,to erinced a musical talent which when subsequently de- 

tvifl<^d gave bira a widespread reputation as a tenor and 

ruttulted in his connection with a number of the foremost 

['tBtUictlt organizations which have traveled through Diis 

|">COunlry. His first professional iippe;nance was made in 

L'Bmoklyn, N. Y., where he scored im inslantaneons sue- 

I, which resulted in his engagenivnl with Hooles- & 

' H^wkshurst's combination. Then !te I.eciime a uieniher 

littf Josh Hart's company, tn which l[arri)iaii and Ilavt fivht 

&-1nide their reputation. Subsequently he juineil iliu Her- 

rar Sisters and ^'ol Smith Russell org ini/..tion atnl his 

and powerful tenor won unstinted ajJplause from 

^fUrfiences and the press all over (he connlry, and it is also 

T'lllmung to note that his pecuniary reward was liberal. 

rAtlKHlg the most celehialed of his songs was "Over ihe 

; Hills to the Poor House." written for him by Mr. George 

■|*. Cntlin. at present LTnited Stiiles consul to Zurich. 

f 'Unving grown tired of the styge Mr- McKee went into 

ll'biwiiiese in Paterson where his genialty and many sterling 

made him dcser\-cdly popular. In 1SS2 he en- 

['t«r«d the polital arena and was elected u member of the 

Board of Chosen Freebold<-rs ; in the following year he 

was chosen Director In the fail of 1884 he was "noiuin- 

o.^x^\ for shcritr on the I'ctJiiblican ticket and cleclnl by 

3309 majority, the largest niajoriiy I'aisnic county ever 

gave any candidate. He h.is been frequently spoieen tjf 

L jMnce ill cuiinecliuii with other dtSceit Inii liitK pcmBtuiilly 



Lesi.tk S. MiiNGEit. a civil engineer and surveyor, \ 
born in the city of New York on January 4, 1848. 
obtained his early education in the public schools of ^Bft 1 
metropolis, graduating with the highest honors from school' I 
No. 35 in West Thirteenth street After a course in thw 1 
Free Academy, now the Free College of New York, %ft. J 
evinced a liking for engineering and entered the employ tiSS J 
John Roach & .'■on. of the Etna Iron Works, and remainBi 
there two years under the instruction of the late Erssbi*) J 
W. Smith, theconsullingcngineer of the firm. For » 
lime after this he was employed by the Qiiintard 1 
Works, but he soon found that indoor emploj'ment ilid 
agree with him. After a severe illness be removed fVoAfn 
rwfoundbind, Morris county, N. J., andJ' ' 
mlierof the engineering corps of the Naw 
Jersey Midland raiboad company. He was subseqiieilttj^. 1 
transferred from that division of the road to Palei 
which place lie removed in 1S69. He continued in the eMf J 
ploy of the railroad company until the fall of 1S71 wliBii li 
entered the otbce of the late A. A, Fonda City Surveyor^l,J 
Palerson. He reniained with Mr. Fonda until the 
death in 1S77 when he ass.ielatcd himself with Mr. Joho^>l 
Hilton and formed the iirm of Hilton & Menger. Whftt| ] 
in Mr. Fonda's employ he was entrusted with a good da 
of ditlicuU work ; Ids mitural talents and the expcricncali 
had -ained were maile use of by the city of Palerson wM 
employed Inm lor nine years as engineer of the sewer 1) 
tricts He majiped out a large portion of the present si 
system of itie city, and his work has been of inestinuit^ 
value to bi.lh the city and the pioperty owners. Amoi 
the more prominent works he had charge of as civil en^^j 

Water Company, the spur ot the Xew York, Susquehiinn|f(l 
Si, Western railroad company, proposed water basina Ibn'T 
[be East Jersey Water Company and the grounds of the 1 
Northern New Jcisey Fair Association. 



Wiij.iAM Nf.i.soN- Is a lawyer of Paterson wit 
ial fondness for difficult cases, especially those involvmg^] 
research into the bistorv of Ihe law and into the hihtory of 
land lilies in Pafis;iic touuty I'robably no lawyer in New 
Jersey lins draAcd as miuiy of the existing Inwa of the 
State. Hisfirslimportant elTortof that kind was the drnft- 
Iti^of Ihc city charter of Paterson, in 1S71, which was cn- 
tiiely hia work, and wtaicii whs bo broadly wad cluticaUj' 
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framed that it has met the requirements of the city with 
very little change for twenty years. Hundreds of other 
statutes relating to State, County and municipal adminis- 
tration, and to subjects of the widest variety, have been 
drawn by him, and they have been so perspicuously and 
skilfully framed that in few instances have the courts been 
invoked to inteipret them, and in those cases their consti- 
tutionality hi«s been invariably sustained. This class of 
work has been very useful to him in his practice, making 
him constantly familiar with the changes in the laws. He 
is counsel for a number of corporations and estates. 

Mr. Nelson has always taken a great interest in politics. 
and in August, 1S65, wlien i)iit eighteen vears of iigc, he 
made, alone, a tour of Passaic county, ior the purpose of 
organizing Republican clubs. For manv \cars thereafter 
he took a very active part in the campaigns of his i)nrtv, 
beinjj secretarv of the countx' committee tor main \eais. 
subsequently a member of the committee, and in other 
w^ays influential in the party management. In .\piil. 
1S6S, when but a few weeks more than twenty-one \eais 
of age, he was elected a member of the Hoard of luhiea- 
tion from the Second waid, and re-elected in iS6(; for t\yo 
years. During his tiiree years of seiyiee in that body no 
member was more active and indefi-tigaltle than he in de- 
veloping and improving our j)nl)1ic school s\steni, for 
which work he was specially litted. not onh l>\ echication 
but by experiance as a teacher, haying taught in connti\' 
schools at South Orange and Connecticut l^nnis in iSfq 
and iS6^, and in a large (jerman-h]ni;lish school in New- 
ark in 1S64, when but seventeen \eais old. In iS-6 lie 
was one of the oilicial repoi teis of the Republican Nation- 
al Convention at Cincinnati, and \yas Recording Secretary 
of the Republican National Conxeiition at Ldncago 
in iSSS, and was the Hist ollicei ot" that con\en- 
tion to announce to (ieneral llairison the next d i\ , 
at Indianapolis, his nomination foi" the Pn-^i(kiic\ . 
Of late years his increasin--- i)ractice has constraineil 
him to take a less active part than I'onneiK in [)oliiics. luit 
his influence and counsel are still in retjnesi in cit\ . coun- 
ty, district and state. 

In addition to attending to his large and glowing prac- 
tice, Mr Nelson finds time to fnltil the exacting duties ot" 
Clerk of the Board of Chosen I'^reeholders ot" tlu" Countv ot 
Passaic, an office he has tilled since 1 871, by annual election, 
and except two or three times, by the unanimous Note of the 
Hoard, so useful has he made himself to the members, who 
always tind \\\\n j)rompt, attentive and obliging. His 
knowledge of county attairs, by reason of his long connec- 
tion with the Hoard and his constant studv of letrislation 
afl'ecting counties, is of great service to the Freeholders. 

He is also a Director of the Paterson Mutual I^uildin<r 
and Loan Association, with which he has been connected 
since its organization in 1S78. He is a Trustee and an 
Elder of the First Presbyterian church, and is an active 
member of the Hoard of Trade. He has served for sever- 
al years as a member of the Advisory Hoard of Managers 
of the Paterson General Hospital, and has been one of the 



most active members of the finance committee which has 
raised nearly $40,000 for a new^ hospital, and is a member 
of the buildirg committee charged with the erection of 
the contemplated structure, now under way. He is a 
trustee of the Pennington Methodist Episcopal Seminary 
located at l^ennington, N. J. 

When these multifarious duties are out of the way, which 
is accomplished by unremitting application, untiring in- 
dustry, and systematic arrangement of bis business, Mr. 
Nelson seeks relaxation in literary work, to wdiich end, as 
well as for the gratification (jf his tastes in that direction, 
lie has fitted up at his attractive residence. No, 2SS Hroad- 
way (which is j)ictured on another page), a handsome li- 
l)iary, w heie are massed together nearly 3,000 volumes in 
all departments of literature, of all times and in manv lan- 
guages, besides w hich he has 4,000 or 5,000 more in other 
parts of his house, making altogether one of the largest 
and m(jst valuable })riyate libraries in New Jersey, espec- 
ially 1 ich in works on .American, particularly New Jersey, 
history, on Mormonism. occult science, and out-of-the-way 
literatuie. some interesting specimens of incunabula, print- 
ed as early as i [71, and a very large collection of manu- 
scripts and unique documents and autographs of persons 
distinguished in liteiature and history, the accumulation of 
years, and the gatherings of his travels in America, Cana- 
da and ICuiope. Mr Nelson is Corresponding Secretary 
ot the New Jersey Historical Society, and is one of the 
editois ot' the Nevy Jersey Archives, published under the 
directi(n of that Society. He is a member of the New 
"^ ork ( ieneological and Hiographical Society, of the Amer- 
ican .Arcl.iiological and Numismatic Society, of the Medi- 
co-Legal Societv ot Nevy York, of the Congri s Interna- 
tionale des .\mei icanistes. and of other literary and scien- 
tilic societies. He has managed to find time to publish a 
mmihei- of legal, histoiical and biographical monographs, 
some of whicii have attained a wide reputation. He ha& 
th ■ lar^\<t collection (tf material extant tor a history of 
I'aterson. w hich it is ex])ected that he will some day pub- 
lish. 
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FioKiw OnoKsKi was born in VV^arsaw, Poland, oi> 
April Jo, iS|(j. lie graduated from the college of his 
native place, w here he also received his first musical edu- 
cation, b-arly in life he evinced a taste for music and took 
part first as alto and suosequently as baritone in a num- 
ber of oratorios and cantatas rendered in his native city. 
Having devoted a great deal of time to the study of the 
piano and organ, he was made the organist of a large 
musical organization and was subsequently appointed ac- 
companist in the Warsaw Musical Society. \V bile acting 
in this capacity his polonaise for grand orchestra was sel- 
ected as a part ot the programme of a concert given under 
the direction of the celebrated Moniuszko. Having com- 
pleted his musical education he came to this countrv in 
1S72, and after giving a few concerts in New York and 
Hrooklyn accepted the directorship of St. Cecilia's Societv. 



, lie was iippointcd orgiinlstof the First Prcs- 
aii i:hurcli of I'altrsou, succeeding Mr. Percy Uoet- 
i. Mr, Oliorski's hcIvciiI to P.ilcrson wua very for- 
tunnte for tlic interesU of music in this city. When he 
rrived here little had been [tone in the Held of mii&ic ; few 
MCcrteor iDUsicol entertainments worthy of note hud been 
I, «nd it soon became apparent that Paterson ncwled 
tne such person he Mr, Oborski. His ability and 
blcits were recngnixcil ut once and he became the center 
f cvcr}-thing that was new or classic in music. The im- 
i thus given to music residied in the furmation of a 
inimber of musical organi:(ation8. with all of which Mr. 
Dborski was more or less intimately connected. PntcTson 
B(| obtained importance in (he manufacturing and com- 



1 world a 

iiimunity. The infiui 

rc-timated. He 



uitii 



e to the fioni us a 
:eof Mr. Oborski 
ited the public ta: 



niisic Ifiv- 
an hardly 
u and by 
1 positions 
' I'aterson 



gjiviiig renditions of well known mus 
Mttlled that love of classic music which ! 
mdiences ever partial to everything superior in tlie line of 
K^usic. He was the conductor of tlic German (^u^irtflte 
7\ub and the Swiss society, the "tjruelli Maennerclior," 
|]Btnl with these two associations twice look sec nd prizes 
n the inter state competitions of the singing societies held 
itilly in New York. In 1S74 he accepted the position 
r director of the Paterson Musical Unioit, recognised for 
Rinny years as the leading musical society in Paterson, 
[Itider his direction the oratorio ■■Christiis" with orcliotra 
ikI chorus, was rendered for the lirst time in i'atecsoii. 
! society gave a long series of public concerts and re- 
nrsiils, many of them for charitable objects, the pro- 
including Mendelssohn's opera ■■Loreley," 
iniitiod'a St. Cecilia Mass and other perforimmccs, which 
Efttntcted not only the general public nf P:iierson hut many 
|iiRtc>)oving persons from other cities. The I'aler^on 
jlusicat Union furnished the clmrus and some of tlic solo 
}ilfl8 for the Minnie Hauk opci^i compaiiv when lli.it <•[- 
mizalion rendered a scene from \V ajjiier's ■'Liilieii^iii" 
S Paterson : the work of the society received the liii:lie>l 
jpmplimcnts from the distinguished prima iIoiuki. Mr. 
resigned as direcior of the Piilerson M usic'al 
Paion in 1885. For some years he was conductor of the 
IWterson Choral Society, the Uoys' Musical Club and the 
^jl^KOU Glee Club. In iSS; he accepted the position of 
(ctOT of the Paterson Philharmonic Society, an organ!- 
ion composed of prominent young men; under his able 
iderMiip be soon brought this soctetv to a standard of 
SrfKCtion eipialled by 110 previous in-ganii!ation of its kind 
Ill^Nterson. Mr. Oborski hashadcharge of the music rcn- 
ItteA at every public demonstration of impurtuncc since 
( ndvent in Paterson, at the Centennial concert in 1876, 
^thi: centennial celebration of the Grand Lodge of Masons of 
Mew Jersey, and the public absequieg of Presidents Gar- 
leld an(I Critiit. 



m Brkam Pbarcu was born in the year 1845, at 
Stoekwell, a suburb of London, and came to this country 
at an early age. He engaged in business in \ew York 
City for a short time prior to settling in Paterson He 
was first employed in the drawing office of the New Jersey 
Locomotive and Machine Company, afterwards the Grant 
Locomotive Works, and. attiacting the attention of Mr. D. 
U. Grant, who then managed the works, was olTered and 
accepted a position in his oiKce, where he remained until 
the failure of the works in 1874. He was then emploj'ed 
by Receiver Pierson, and at the re organisation Mr. Grnnt 
made him Assistant .Superintendent, which position he 
held until he resigned in May, [876. He then associated 
himself with Mr. James Johnston who had severed his Con- 
nection with the Paterson Iron Company, and bought rii* 
old Union Bolt Works. He assisted in changing the entire 
character of these works from a manufactory of bolts, etc-, 
to a foundry, machine shop and bridge works, where for 
many years were turned out some of the largest cnatiAgS 
and forgings in the Slate. Some of the principal con- 
tracts which were successfully carried out bv these works 
were furnishing the iron work for the stairways, etc.. 
for the yte\ena' huitding in Wall street, New "^'ork, And 
the large apartment house on the corner of East i.Sth street 
and 4lh avemie. New ^ ork, erected by Edward Matthews. 
The greenhouse and conservatory and iron building about 
6013 feel linig and 45 feet high for Mr. Jay Gould ut Irving- 
ton, N. Y . was buill at these works and erected by thcmj 
also the iron woi k Inr the pier of the Iron Steamboat Coffi- 
paiiv. Many of the road bridges in Passaic Comity. «i»d 
som'c for Central .\merica were built at the Union Bolt 
Works. Cnmplicatimis arising out of the failure of Gniut 
& Ward, and the ch:mge in the officers of the New York, 
Lake Erie ami Wesiern Railroad in 1SS4, with whicll 
company he had large transactions, compelled Mr. PearcC, 
wlin was then prcsiilenl of the works, to apply for n lU- 
ee!vir. He was then einpliived as manager of the Coatc»- 
ville linn Works. Coatcsville, Pa He soon aflerwordB 
f'uniieil a partnership with Thomas Rawson for t!ie manii- 
factlire and rL']iairing of screen plates used in paper and 
pulp mills. In this business he has been very successful. 
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In politics be is an active Repuhlicin ; lie was employed 
by the Hoard of Aldermen as clerk to the committee ap^ 
pointed to codily the ordinances of the city, a work which 
had not previously been undertaken. He was ofl'ered arid 
refused a nomination for the assembly. He was a candi- 
date for Commissioner of Public Instruction in the Serealb< 
Ward in 1S76, and although the usual majority agaiiiat thb 
Republican ticket is aliont ^^50 he was beaten by only 21. 
Removing to the 4lh Ward he was elected a member of the 
Hoard of Etlucation in iS8j, and was made President of 
the BoarnJ of Education in the following yenr. Ucwas re- 
elected in 1SS9 and is now serving his second term. He 
was appointed clerk to the Commissioners for t.lc adjust- 
ment of nffettratgw of ftU«M <" 'S8S, whkh twBltten he 
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he still holds, ttnt) up la 1SS9 \\e was for man)- years the 

president of tliu AcqiMckniiank Water Coitipaiiy- Mr. 

Ucynolds owes his present position in life lii his nwn en- 

f denims, his uniformly courteous manners, and his deter- 

'tnlniiliun at all times to beupright andliberal. Principally 

[ through his endeavors the Puterson ii^uvings Institution has 

flttvined the high rank it holds among the hanking institu- 

ritiwisof the stale, and the many depositors of the institution 

l^tntify to the coifidence they repose in iii& ability. Mr. 

"'Reynolds has on a number ol occasions been selected to 

[•nMnage large estates and tnist funds And he has always 

Kjuittcd himself to the satisfiiction of all interested. No 

a ranks higher in the e8tim:itiiin of the piilt'ic or counts 

\M% fiJends in larger numbers th.iii Mr. Jo!iii Reynolds. 



Francis Scott whs born in Piiteison mi Auijiist ; 
[."iSsyt and was educated in the privnie scliools of I'ateis 
r iuwl *t Vale College. He was admitted to the bar at t 
B'Jfarember terra, 1S7S, of the Supreme Court, and becai 
l"* counsellor at law in iSSi. lie was City Counsel c,f 1', 



fcoBOn during 1SS5 and 1886, and v 
V3?*'^''8on District Court in iSSS fur 
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Mh. C. C. S11EI.11Y was born m Straslnirjf, Trance. 
[ .■September 29th, 1841. He came to this country with his 
|»rents when but a youth, and settled in Marietta, Wash- 
ington County, Ohio, in an Indian hut. At llie liet;iiniinK 
jttE the war of the rebeiiion Mr. Shelby enlisted in i.u 
<Ohio regiment, but was not taken on aecuiml of ill health. 
B was then engaged as porter in a bole! at Marietta, hi 
3 the patriotic citi/cns of Maiicila raised an American 
rimd rebel Hag on Fiont street, and Mr. Slieibv, who was 
I his way to the depot, .saw that the bystanders were 
|;gK^y excited over the two Hags. Some wislieil to hee 
r^ftie-Anieric:in flag remain afloat, and nlllL■r^ tlie rebel Hay;; 
I'^t Shelby who had a great deal of respecl for his country 
atitded the flag stfiffand pulled down the rebel Hag : tliiV 
i considerable indignation among tin- Cimfeileralt-;. 
\ he was chased about tlie city. After a Uvclv iiin be 
Mped to the wharf wiiere he was put aboard a steamer 
f |)is cousin, Mr. H. Best, and sent to Pittsburg, Pa. 
V^E^fier reaching Pittsburg, Mr. Shelby concluded to go to 
If York City ; but having only enough money to carry 
Op to Harrisburg, was compelled to \vork his way as best 
i 4ouId the remainder M the journey. After extreme 
l^tiScuIlies be reached New York and immediately applied 
k^a position in the Erie depot (the Erie at that time oc- 
VjCUpying a portion of the Pennsylvania Railroad), and was 
employed in the railroad yard washing cars, etc., at 60 
' cents [ler day. He worked diligently for one year, ami 
llicn enlisted in the 3isl New Jersey regiment, but waa. re- 
fused again. Mr. Shelby did not tike the idea of being 
refused as a soldier, so repaired to llaekensack, N. J., 
1 «nd cnUsled in tlie ml New Jeisey reginumt und wftatii> 



cepted. After serving bis time as a soldier, he rettnncrf 
to New York, and again took up his vocation washing 
cars ; be was soon promoted to oiling car wheels, tlten t^- 
brakemun. then to baggiige master, and finally to condu^ 
or on tile Newark branch. He was the first conductor 
that branch. He was soon transferred to the Hackeni 
branch of the Erie, where he remained for a very t 

As an inventor Mr. Shelby hiis but a few equals, a»'tiBf^ 
has invented many valuable contrivances and obtiiined.p 
ents on them. His first invention was a folding bat 
his second a railroad switch, the next a hat fasteitaFi,!« 
hose supporter, ami to-day Mr. Shelby is the invei 
one hundred and three diilerent patents which have ull b 
duly filed in the patent office at Washington, D. C. ^ 
ler several years hard labor, Mr. Shelby desired to go ilttt^l 
business fur himself, but bis capital was limited, und^ 1 
was forced to borrow the money to start with. He linal^ 
obtained enough money, and started a place in 6th aveniM 
New York, in a hallway. He was so encouraged overtu% 
first day's pioceeds, which amounted to twenty d(ill>t%.-J 
tliat his success seemed to be pictured before him, ttncl'6$>.f 
foj-getl aheail, and to-day he has retired from busiau 
h;iviug ama-iscii a considerable snm of money from hie V 
lious invenli<ins. Mr. Shelby is at present manager of fl 
Silk City (iailcr Manufacturing Company, which is toqij J 



Thomas C. Sim.imon. Jii.. was born in the City flCJ 
New ^'ork. but before he was a year old his parcntB 1 
moved to Patersoii. and he has resided here ever si; 
iS/i he eniere.l Ilie oftice of Hon. G. A. Hobart as s ll 
student, and in June of iSy;, he was admitted to the bBfajfl 
New Jersey as an atlurney: in June, i&So, afler tile cxOmF 
ration of the necessary tliree years of additional study, 1 
wa.s Jdmitled a^ a counsellor at law of the State. mV.-J 
montnii is also wn atlnrney and counsellor at law of I 
.'^tate of New York, and at times practices law there. 
i:SS; he was appointed City Counsel of Paterscn (or fl 
_\ear, and in iSSS ivas re-appointed to the s;ime oRice loi^S 
period of five years. He is an active member of the I 
publican parly. Mr. .'^iniouton has h fine law pmcili 
and that combined with his ortice as City Coimsci, n 
him an e\trem>;ly busy mM\. He is still a young man, fa 
ing 36 years of age. 



Wi),i-iAM M. Smith, at present Clerk of '. 
county, was born in Paterson, on June 14, iS^4: he wa 
a son of .\lr, .yamuet Smith, elsewhere mentioned as c 
of the pioneer mannfaclurers of the city. He attcn.ted the 
public schools and was under the instruction of Rev. George 
B. Uoy and Rev. J. L. Ilurlbuti in 1S74 he graduated 
from the College of New Jersey at i*rinceloii. Hcstutlteil 
law in the office of Mr. William Pennington and was iid- 
inioeti to the bar in i^;. U« wm nwrriet) in Da^emlierip 
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1S79, to Miss Flora L., daughter of Mr. Robert S. Hughes, 
of Paterson. In 1881 he was nominated as candidate for 
County Clerk by the Republican county convention, and 
such was his popularity that the Democrats did not consid- 
er it worth while to make any nomination against him. In 
18.S6 he was ajjain nominated and this time elected by a 
plurality of 2857 yotes, larger than any eyer given in Passaic 
County. 



« « 



SocKATKS Tt'TTLK was bom in Colebrook, Coos county, 
New Hampshire, on the 19th day of Xovember, 1S19. 
His parents were in straitened circumstances and his hoy- 
hood was that of millions nnIiosc names nre ne\er heard 
farther than a few miles from the places of their birth : he 
was surrounded by privations and poverty, and his cduca- 
• tion was received at the villai^e school which he attended 
three months in the year until he had attained his t\vcnt\- 
first year. His father was a l)lacksmith, and yoinii^- Socrates 
spent most of his time about the lire of the for^e. Ik- 
worked at the anvil and foit^e until he became an expert 
blacksmith, but he never had a likini,^ tor the business. 
With a few^ dollars in his pocket, but with a capital of 
pluck and energy worth ni«'re than thousands ol (l<»llar>. 
he left his home and came to New Jeiscv, \\ here he tlrsl 
settled down in Blue Hall, Moninonth county, llcrehe 
look charge of a subscri])tion pa\-sjliool. which lu- taught 
from December, 1841 , to March. iSi j. In March, iS} |, he 
removed to Paterson and became a law student in the olhce 
of James Speer. Here he remained ahont a yeai- until 
Speer was appointed one of the judges ol" the C<»nrt ot 
Terrors and Appeals, when Mr. Tnttle enteied the olhce of 
Benjamin \V. \^mderv()ort. 1 lere he coiKJuded lii^ ^Indies 
and in April, 1848, he was athnitii-d to the bar and ap- 
pointed a solicitor in Chanceix . lie oIm, lined hi^ hcense 
as counsellor-atdaw in iS:;i. 

Mr. Tuttle was thrice married. 1 li^ tiisl wife \\a^ jane. 
dnuijfhter of Baltus and b.sther \\ inters, of ihi^ c\\\ . to 
whom he was married Mav j:^. iNjN: she (hed <»n jnne 
14, 18-19, leaving an only dauLihler. Jane, w h< » vnhse(|nent- 
ly married Hon. C A. llohart, ol"thiscil\. In No\eni- 
ber, 1852, Mr. Tuttle married Marv. the oldest dauL^hteri;!" 
William Dickey, of this cit\ : she died on Au^nst_s, iSfxj. 
The children resulting from this union were : — Chailes M. : 
William D. ; Minnie, who died in infancy; ICli/abeth 
Murray, who died at the age of three years; Lillian, who 
died at seven; and Augustus Ilobart. Mr Tuttle subse- 
quently marrieil I21i/.abeth A., widow of Dr. F. S. Weller, 
and she survives him. 

Mr. Tuttle was most prominent l>efore the people as a 
lawyer, and as such he was known to nearly every resident 
of Passaic county. He did more legal work for many 
vears than any other lawyer in the city, and althouirh he 
was always very busy he never neglected a case. His 
clients knew that they could depend on him under all cir- 
cum.stances. His extensive knowledge of law enabled him 
-to grasp the important points of a case at once, and it was 



principally due to this attiiinment that he was enabled to 
attend to as much business as he did. His natural wit akso 
stood him in good stead, and frequently assisted him in win- 
ning a case by calling the attention of jurors to points which 
without flashes of himior would have remained in obscuri- 
ty. Mr. Tuttle had a copious flow of language, and as a 
pleader to a jury he could not be excelled in the county. 
He was earnest in every case he undertook and made his 
client's cause his own. On the street and everywhere he 
ar<yued for his clients, and althoujjh this mav not have been 
productive of any visible good in some cases, in others it 
certairdv assisted him for it created a feelinj; in favor of the 
side he represented. 

I lis career as an oilice ludder w\is brief, but it was dis- 
linonished by all the traits of character which rendered him 
so popular. In iS^i and 1S52 he was City Clerk of Pat- 
erson, and in 1S55 he represented the b2ast Ward in the 
Hoard of Freeholders, and he was Counsel to this Board 
in the year 1N53. and from 1865 to 187 1 inclusive. In 
i<SvS he was elected School Commissioner from the East 
\\ aid, and aL,^nn (to till a vacancy) in 18^9. In 1861 and 
iS()j he represented the Second District of this county in 
the Legislature; those were trying times, but Mr. Tuttle 
was always tbnnd on the side of loyalty to the Union and 
jnstiee. In 1N71 and 1S72 he was Mayor of the City of 
Fateison. and as such he did all in his power to maintain 
the hi^h st;nidini4 ol' Paterson and improve its condition. 
As ;i politieian Mr. Tnttle was first a Whig and subse- 
(juently an a' dent Republican. He was one of those hon- 
est and earnest men w ho thought that the Republican par- 
ty was the best sntemiaid for an honest administration, and 
he talked l\e|)nliliean j)olitics whether there was a campaign 
or not. He had the liislory of his party at his fingers' ends, 
and he could ar^ne lor hours and never recede an inch 
fioin llie j)ositi(.n that the Republican party had always 
(lone wluit was the hest lor the coimtry, and that although 
its nieasnres weri.- iVc-qnently abused at the time of incep- 
tion. i!ie\ in\ ai ial>ly ])ro\ ed the be.st for the nation. He 
was a man wlio was e\er ready to do more than his share 
towards the siu^css of the Repid)lican ticket, and he wi^x- 
er lool.til for reward or emohunent for his labors, for he 
thoni^ht he was doin<_;- nothing but his duty to his country. 
He declined scores ot'olfers of oflice ; he was satisfied with 
the honors w hich had been heaped upon him, and although 
he was foremost in society and at the bar he preferred to 
be called plain "^Mr. Tuttle." 

His character was almost without fault, and he was a 
man who had no enemies. In his case the plain truth is 
the highest elogimn that can be pronounced, and this is in- 
deed a rarity. He was a good Christian and attended ser- 
vices regularly in the First Presb\ terian church in this city, 
of which church he was a trustee for many years. He 
presided at the first meeting held for the organiza- 
tion of the new Broadway Presbyterian church, the Church 
of the Redeemer, but he was not subsequently identified 
with this movement ; he preferred to remain in the old 
church, in which he had worshipped so many years. Mr. 



Tuttle ivas ever ready to assist tlie needy to the extent of 
hU power; his purse and hia iiilvice were ever at the dis- 
posal of tlie poor. He was one of the directors of the 
Old Ladies' Home and took a lively interest in that insti- 
tution, us he did in fuct in nil the charitable inEtitutiu:m in 
Fatereun. In society Mr. Tuttle was the same ns itt the 
bar or elsewhere, rendy for it discussion and full of humor 
«nd wit. Frequently when he had met with misfortune 
I hU friends expected to find him downcast, but although 
.'the blast of adversit}' might at times bow down the heud 
' Uk natural elasticity of character always pl.iccd it erect 
idt^in- His imperturbable ^od nature won fur him many 

■ O'Wlds, and Mr, Tuttle was always welcome, no matter 
, 'WiieiT he might go. He liad the pride of an htmest man, 

a prtdc (if having built up for himself ii name tkit ^^ uuld 

■ b$ftn honor to his children ; he frequently T'efcrrcd ii> Ihc 
^trialsofhis youth and laughed al the obslaclcs he had umv- 

COmc. His death, which was due trj angina pectoris, in- 
curred on Fciiruary i-J. 1SS5, 



.Frank Van Cleve was born in the city o( \l\\ Voik 

Hi January 24, 1853, and obtained his cduL-aiimi in tliL- 

rpuWic schools of tlie metropolis and tlie Frt-e Aciidenn . at 

[present the Free College of the Cit_\ .ilXfw York. j;railii- 

I ttdng with honor al the latter instituliun. In 1S611 lit il- 

.inoved with his parents to Corona, :i village near lliickcn- 

[ Wck, in Bergen county, N. J. Here he was ticket agent 

' fijT the New York and New Jersey railroad company and 

( ittltdc himself useful on his father'^ farm. In June, 1^75. 

a removed to Paterson where he enteicil tlie law ollice of 

Wiit. John C. Paulison ; he was admitted to the practice of 

DiAclflW in tSjcj and Mr. Panlistm, d\i]ig>.hiinly afterwanU 

fr. Van Cleve succeeded to his piaclicc which lie ha> 

BitifKA considerably increased. In Ajjril. j.SHh, lie was ap- 

p^nted Judge of the District Court i.y Covcrnor tirccn 

r%'ed until January of the year followiii;; when a leg- 

/'Mature dilllsring from him in politics (ici'liiii.'<l lu rc-ap- 

L;pOrat him. There are a number of slerling ,iualllicati..ns 

Wfekh have made Mr. Van Cleve one ufthf i.ii.st jinpidiir 

HO in the city. He is possessed of a genial good humor 

ikvh i» unruffled under the mo.sl adverse circnmstauces 

gl (his combined with his ready wit not only enlivens his 

rqnathin but also assists him materially in the exercise of 

S&i'profession. He is gifted witii legal acumen and a per- 

style of pleading which win him many cases and 

KlJdiaiUfi* and nil who have ever had any dealings with him 

PItnOW tliat he can be depended upon under all circum- 

f CtHllcCfi. 



\li'I(iio a. Van Hovk.nhkho was boin at Baltimore, 
Wd., on April so, 1835. His parents who were originally 
from New York, returned to Ntrw York city in 1859 and 
resided tlicre until the spring of iS6a, when they came to 
PuterHon and took Up their residence here. Since that 

ID the MibjucL uf tliU aketcli habcuutiituud to reside: JicrCr 



He commenced rending law in dtia city with the late 
Henry S. Drury in 1S74 and was admitted to practice at 
the bar .is an Attorney in 1878, and as a Cuunsellur jo. 
18S1. He was subsequently admitted to practice as ||fl i- 
Attorney and Counsellor in the State of New York. fOL^ 
iSSi) he was appointed a United States Commissi(UU)^ J 
and he is the only person in Passaic county who haa^lMt ■ 
honor to hold that appointment. He is interested in t( 
growth and prosperity of our city as he owns much vxluu I 
blc real property in diilercnt sections of the same. Ha ^1 
a vestryman of the P. E. Church of the Holy Cunnnuni 
with which church he has been identified since about H 
time of its organization. He is a large stockliotdcr i 
an otficer tjf the Essex Ilutton Company, and one of ti 
r])nralorK and a director of the Colt Land C.uipany. 
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IS born in Paterson fiftj--scven yet 

a-u and luis rc-idcd in this city alUiis life. After recciril^ J 
ihc-besl L-ducalion which the schools of the city iiHbrdedli^l 
was eiiiploved in the works of the New Jersey LAteortUf^ 
ti\e Conipaiiv where he became an expert machinist |||M|!I 
engineer. After having risen to the position of supcrintenr 
dent he quit tlie empluy of the company for the purpose C 
accepting a similar position in the worksof Todd &.RjtC4 J 
ferl\. lie held this, position in 1S66 when the nalureof(| 
AVnik bioiiglil on a severe illness from which he di<I not^ 
cover until early in the year following. His physician S 
vised him lliat u return to work in the shops woul 
ly bring rni a recnrivniT- of the malady and his frieni 
urged him to bceonie a canilidatc for the position of ] 
corder or i>ulice jiisiite of the city of Paterson. Befe 
lliis time Ml. W.iMen had been elected to the Board* 
Fdiicalioii and h.nl al-o served two years in tlie UoaK(o 
Aldernieii. I le ;ii lliM I.Liighcil ut the idea of accepting A 
otlice wliusc L-iiii.liiiiientt, were only a trifle compared >( 
the Ki\iny lie liad cnnunamled in the shops but through E 
inlliicin.-e of his friciuls the me.igre salary attached toll 
ollice \v.is increased and Mr. Warren was induced toa< 
the piihilion. t.e was annniiliy re-elected tor a long tin 
holding the ollice for lifteen years. On November *i3 
iSy^. on the oi-ganixatiim of the present Bo:ird of HtnUt^l 
Mr. Warren was elected secretarj' and he still holds tl 
ollice, having been re-elected every year without c 
tion. In 1SS3 he was elected a member of the Boartl.^ 
Education from the Seventh Ward and he is at pres« 
member of that Bo;ird having been re-elected at the eq 
ration of every term. On the first of April, 1889, he ti 
hia seat as a judge of the courts of Passaic county, hai 
been appointed to that honorable position bv (iovem 
Green, Judge Warren is in all respects a self-made man 
and the many otiices he h.is filled and still tills were tender- 
ed to him on account of his literUng quali^catioita and not 
because he soughf them. 
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Henry A. Williams was born in Paris, France, June 
6th, 1821, while his parents were temporarily residing 
there. His father, William Williams, of London, a j^en- 
tleman of means, shortly afterwards returned to England 
and from thence sailed for America with his family. Hen- 
ry A. Williams studied law in Paterson with the late Dan- 
iel S. Barkalow, and was admitted as an attorney in 18^9, 
and as a counsellor at law in 1S52. He was then a resi- 
dent of Paterson and continued so up to the time of his 
death. Mr. Williams was appointed Brigade Judge Ad- 
vocate of the Passaic Brigade of the Militia of New Jer- 
sey, by Gov. Olden, July 19, iShi. JIc however look no 
active part during the war in the held, i\>v lie was elected 
Mayor of the citv of Paterson in iS6j, iS6^ 1S64 and 
i86s, both parties uniting in doing him that honor in iS()2 
and 1863. He was again elected in i^i^^j . It Wiis dining 
the exciting times of the war that he made his 'greatest 
reputation. In the darkest days of the rehellion, when 
Patei'son was threatened with a draft, he took the leading 
part in filling up the city's cjuota of \(>hinteer>. lie ren- 
dered the city invaluable service by his prudent and care- 
ful advice, freely given; he contrilMited iVeely Ironi his 
purse also, more than once nearly iinpo\ erishing himsell 
and making himself personallx liahle Inr laige ^iim^ ot 
monev. 

Tn 1868 he was appointed Prosecutor ol* the Picas, jnd 
for three years he filled that position \\ ith a eoiiscleiii loud- 
ness and energy that ha\e ne\er been surpassed, lie re- 
signed to accept the office of Slate Senator to which |)osi- 
tion he had been elected by the KepuMieau party 1)\ the 
largest majority ever given u[) to that time. In the Senate 
he was an earnest and inthieutial worker and ga\e much 
time and labor to perfecting the laws in leUitnee to the 
taxation of railroads in cities, as w ell a^ lo cthei puMic leg- 
islation. In 1874 he was appointed C'ltx C'<'nii-elor I'at- 
erson and re-appointed in iS/^- iNj". 1^77 and 1S7S. lie 
was also counsel for manv laige eoi])oratlonv. inehiding 
the First National Bank, the l*aleis(.n S;i\inL;s Ins(itnti<.n. 
the Paterson Gas Light Couipaux. the Cedar Lawn Lem- 
eterv Companv, and many others, lie was al>o a dlieetor 
in thcvse corporations. 

Few men were ever better fittt-d for the legal prot'essiou 
than Mr. Williams; as a close student he was thoroughly 
versed in all the intricacies of the law, and with this he 
combined a legal acumen and an earnestness and effective- 
ness of pleading which made him a formidable adversary. 
It can be truly said that no man ever possessed the confi- 
dence of his clients and the confidence and respect of the 
people who have so frequently honored him as did Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr. Williams died November 7th, 188S, while attending 
service in the Church of the Redeemer of which he was 



an elder and president of the Board of Trustees. He left 
sur\ iving him his wife Mary Z., daughter of the late ex- 
Judge Samuel A. Van Saun, and six children; William 
H. and Assemblvman Robert Williams, lawvers of this 
city; Dr. Joseph W. Williams; and three daughters, An- 
nie, Lavina S. and Matilda B., wife of Rev. A. W. Hand. 



» 



Gkoiuje VV'ukts was born at Easton, Pa., September 
13, 1829. From very early life he devoted himself to lit- 
erature. His first journalistic work was done for the New- 
ark Advertiser in 1861, just at the beginning of the civil 
war. After a short time spent on the reporters* stafl'of the 
Afl\ ertiser he acce})ted an engagement as reporter on the 
NeNvark Mercury, and sliortly afterwards became its editor. 
\\ hile engaged on this paper he corresponded for the New 
^'ork Times and Lxeuing Post. On the starting of the 
IbookKu Lnion he became associate editor of that paper, 
retaining the position until February i, 186^, when he left 
it to assume the duties ol' editor of the Paterson Daily and 
\\ eekl\ 1*1 ess. It is somewhat of a notable coincidence 
that the Ibdokh u Lnion and the Paterson Press were both 
started on the same dav and in almost precisely the same way 
— 1)\ an a^soeiation of Lnion men. Mr. Wurts has re- 
mained editor of the Press from the date mentioned to the 
i)reseiit time, and In nieans of his ability and enerirv, 
^ee<'nded l'\ an enthusiasm for everv cause that had for its 
(thjeet the welfare of the country, the paper has risen to oc- 
eLi))\ a eonunanding posiiioii among the journals of the 
eountr\. To him the editing of a paper is more than mak- 
ing money, the latter always being subservient to the duties 
which he reeogni/es his })osition imposes upon him. He 
i^ one ol'the mo^l zealous of Republicans, and his editorial 
woik ha^ heeu etleetixe in every campaign, but he has 
ne\er permitted ]>artisans]up to disturb his sound judg- 
nu-nt. and hi^ \(.iee was always among tlie first to warn his 
])ari\ when the leadei^ swerved from the principles to 
which RepuMieanisni owes its success. His .style is clear 
and iiui-i\e. hut when occasion calls for it he is not found 
wanting in the n^e ol' metaphor and elegant rhetoric. In 
social lite hi^ j)leasant manners difiuse about him an air of 
genial it \ which is al wax s attractive. His two sons, William 
L. R. and George llerheit, assi.st him in his editorial wcjrk. 
in I'ormer years he contributed cc^nsiderably to the leading 
periodicals of the country, but of late he has confined him- 
self more closely to the work of editing the Press. He 
was president of tiie New Jersey Editorial As.sociation in 
1876, and during the legislative sessions of 1880, 1881 and 
1882 he was secretary of the New Jersey Senate. At the 
institution of the Free Public Library of Paterson he was ap- 
pointed one of the trustees, and has continued in that position 
ever since, his excellent literary taste and wide knowledge 
of books making him a very useful member of that body. 
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